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January (VH = Village hall; Ch = Church)
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15
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Christmas tree collection weekend (see page 20)
Full English Breakfast, Burmington VH
Short Mat Bowls Club, Long Compton VH
Uncover Mark course starts, The Vicarage, Long Compton
SW7 Lunch Time Talk for Women, The Old Forge, Stourton
Long Compton Book Club, VH
Free Slime Making Workshop (Various Times), Long Compton VH
Social Saturday, Long Compton VH
Deadline to vote for The LINK 2019 Cover of the Year (see page 18)
Long Compton and District Walkers, Depart The Red Lion Car Park
Cameo SW7 Lunch Club, Burmington VH
Cherington Seniors New Year Feast, The Cherington Arms
Deadline to register children for places in Reception classes
Comptonians, Long Compton VH
Rural Cinema, Yesterday, Wolfords VH
Afternoon Tea at The Hall, Cherington
Brailes Picturehouse, Fisherman’s Friends
Drop in Chapel, Ebenezer Chapel, Long Compton
Short Mat Bowls Club, Long Compton VH
Wolfords Village Hall Future – A meeting. Wolfords VH
Sing-a-long Sound of Music, Long Compton VH
Burns Night Event, Burmington VH
Amazing Musical Extravaganza, The Hall, Cherington
Deanery Synod meeting, St. Edmund’s, Shipston

LINK cover: A Happy New Year

10.00
14.00
20.00
12.30
19.00
11.00
09.30
12.00
14.00
19.30
14.30
15.30
14.00
10.30
19.00
19.00
19.30
19.30

to all our readers.

Cover design KMS Litho, Hook Norton.
The LINK welcomes contributions for the front cover or elsewhere. Portrait
orientation photographs or artwork preferred. Please send items to
editor@swlink.org.uk. LINK cover and artwork produced by KMS Litho,
Hook Norton and sponsored by Oxford Hardware.
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EDITORIAL
LINK Talk
Welcome to the 2020s.
There’s a fairly obscure hymn lodged in the back of my brain from primary school days
– Be thou my vision, Oh Lord of my heart. I say obscure, but the tune is one of the most
familiar of all of them. It’s the Irish tune Slane, to which we sing the more well-known
Lord of all Hopefulness. So why bring these random thoughts up about hymns that were
etched into my memory some fifty plus years ago?
Well the connection is of course ‘vision’ and 2020. The term 20/20 vision is used to
express the clarity or sharpness of vision measured at a distance of 20 feet. If you have
20/20 vision, you can see clearly at 20 feet what should normally be seen at that distance.
If you have 20/100 vision, it means that you must be as close as 20 feet to see what a
person with normal vision can see at 100 feet. Feet, I hear you ask? Yes, the term has now
been replaced by the much less exciting sounding 6/6 vision which converts 20 feet to 6
metres.
So enjoy the 2020s, may your vision be improved and if the new year is not quite as
prosperous as you had hoped, my dimly remembered hymn offers the following advice
in verse three - Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise…
Happy New Decade from all at The LINK!
Keith Murphy, editor@swlink.org.uk

Solution to the
December LINK Crossword
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INFO
LINK

Contact: The Editor
Email: editor@swlink.org.uk

The Post Office van is in the car park by the village shop in Long Compton from 9.30 -11.30
am Monday and Wednesday, and from 12.30 to 2.00 pm Tuesday and Thursday.
Shipston ‘tip’ is open Monday to Friday, 9.30 to 3.15 pm and 8.30 am to 12.15 pm on Saturday
and Sunday. It is closed on Bank Holidays.
DATES AND FETES
Please send us the dates of all your significant 2020/1 social events (i.e. events which will
attract more than 100 people), be they fetes, garden parties or concerts. By listing them, we
can help prevent date clashes between major events and disappointing attendance figures
for all concerned. Please be sure to check this list before you plan a new event.

LOCAL CATHOLIC CHURCH SERVICES
Chipping Norton, Holy Trinity Catholic Church, 26 London Road, Mass on Saturday evening, 6.00
pm and Sunday morning, 11.00 am. Tel: 642703
Stow-on-the-Wold, Our Lady and St Kenelm, 5 Back Walls, Sunday 9.00 a.m. and Our Lady Help of
Christians, Station Road, Bourton-on-the-Water Saturday Vigil 6.00 p.m. Tel: 01608 674354
Brailes/Shipston/Kineton Masses: Saturday - Vigil 5.00 pm at SS Peter and Paul, Brailes. Sunday 9.00 am at Our Lady and St Michael, Shipston and 11.00 am at St. Francis of Assisi, Kineton. Tel:
01608 685259
Chipping Campden, St Catharine’s Lower High Street, Sunday masses: – Saturday Vigil 6.00 p.m.
Sunday 10.30 a.m. Tel: 01386 840261
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

LOCAL CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH SERVICES
Minister Marion Hartwell attends to conduct seasonal services. For details of these, and interim
services and events, contact Secretary Sally Franklin 01608 684739 or email
longcomptonebenezerchapel@outlook.com
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

LOCAL QUAKER MEETINGS
Broad Campden, Friends Meeting Hse, Broad Campden, Worship Meeting: Sunday at 10.30 am
Ettington, Friends Meeting Hse., Old Halford Rd, Ettington, Worship Meeting: Sunday at 11.00 am
Sibford, Friends Meeting Hse., Sibford Gower, Meeting for worship: Sunday at 10.30 am
Shipston on Stour, Worship Meeting last Thursdays (not Dec) in St. Edmund’s Church, 2.30 pm
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PARISH
PEOPLE
Parochial Church Councils (PCCs)
Barcheston St Martin

Barton-on-the-Heath St Lawrence

Churchwardens
Secretary
Treasurer

Churchwardens
Secretary
Treasurer

David Hodges 664310
Nick Jackson 684846
David Cleave 666002

Hamish Cathie 674303
Gillian Cathie 674303
Mandy McPherson 674734

Burmington St Barnabas & St Nicholas

Cherington St John the Baptist

Churchwardens

Churchwarden
Secretary
Treasurer

Secretary
Treasurer

Sonia Baker 661459
Michael Macdonald 662483
Graham Lancaster 663265
Sue Bradley 661635

Roger Maycock 686404
Paul Levitch 686353
Rory McLeod 686278

Long Compton St Peter and St Paul

Whichford St Michael

Churchwardens
Secretary
Treasurer

Churchwardens

Jill Kirby 684923
Zoë Wrigley 650404
Walter Sawyer 684755

Secretary
Treasurer

Mandy James 684479
Hilary Blakemore 684142
Hilary Blakemore 684142
Andy Chapman 684652

Wolford St Michael & All Angels
Churchwardens
Secretary
Treasurer

Janet Piller 674396
John Wrench 674389
Ann McKenna 674009

Parish Councils

Chair

Barcheston
Barton-on-the-Heath
Burmington
Cherington
Long Compton
Whichford
Great Wolford
Little Wolford Parish Meeting

David Sutton
Ann Batchelor (661527)
James Coker (674601)
Colin Maynell (674104)
Robert Hutchings (661496)
Meeting Sec. – Graham French (239032)
Philip Townsend (686529)
Sara Cole (686250)
Bill Cook (684771)
Elizabeth Gilkes (684336)
Geoff Bromage (684454)
Sara Cole (686250)
Lynn Mathias (674247)
Janet Piller (674396)
Helen Bostock (chairman@littlewolford.org.uk)

Clerk

If you wish to update information on this page, please email the Editor: editor@swlink.org.uk
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10:30am
Christingle
Service
(BD)

(Support
Barcheston or
Whichford)

9:00am
BCP
Holy
Communion
(SPA/CLW)

9:00am
BCP
Holy Communion*
(BD)
4:00pm CW Informal
Service (with kids
groups)
(SPA/BD)

10:30am
BCP
Morning Prayer
(BD)

(Support
4:00pm
Cherington or
CW
Informal Service (with Burmington)
kids and youth groups)
(SPA/BD)

St Peter
St Michael
& St Paul
Whichford
Long Compton
10:30am
(Support
9:00am
BCP
Barcheston or BCP Holy Communion*
Morning Prayer
Whichford)
(SPA/AW)
(SPA/AW)
4:00pm CW
Informal Service (with
kids groups) (SPA/BD)
10.30am
10:30am
9:00am
CW
CW
BCP
Village Service
All Age Service
Holy Comm
(SPA)
(BD)
(BD)

St John
the Baptist
Cherington

10:30am
CW
Morning Prayer
(SPA)

10:30am
Ecumenical
Service at Little
Wolford Village
Hall (SPA/CLW)

(Support
Burmington)

St Michael
& All Angels
Wolford
10:30am
CW
Morning Prayer
(BD)

SPA = Stuart Allen/BD = Ben Dyson/LM = Liz Maycock/AW = Anthony Wells/CLW = Clare Wells/BCP = Prayer Book/CW = Common Worship/*= No Hymns

(Support Long
Compton or
Wolford)

9:00am
BCP
Holy
Communion
(BD)

9:00am
BCP
Holy Comm
(SPA)

(Support
Barcheston)

9:00am
BCP
Holy
Communion
(SPA)

(Support
Cherington)

January 19th
2nd Sunday of
Epiphany

4:00-6:00pm
Youth Bible
Study
(Village Hall)

(Support
Barcheston)

February 2nd
Presentation of
Christ in the
Temple

(Support
Burmington)

January 12th
Baptism of
Christ

(Support Long
Compton or
Wolford)

St Barnabas
& St Nicholas
Burmington

10:30am
CW Benefice
Communion
(BD/SPA)

9:00am
BCP
Holy
Communion
(BD)

January 5th
Epiphany

St Lawrence
Barton

January 26th
3rd Sunday of
Epiphany

St Martin
Barcheston

SW 7
Sunday Worship

SOUTH WARWICKSHIRE CHURCHES – JANUARY 2020 CHURCH SERVICES

SW7 BENEFICE
CHURCH NEWS
Dear Friends,
Getting Out Of Your Comfort Zone
Have you ever wondered why you’re here? Have you ever paused to question the point
of it all? Have you ever asked yourself whether there is something more - something, or
someone, behind this great and wonderful mystery we call life?
Climbing out of the rabbit’s fur
In Jostein Gaarder’s bestselling book on the history of philosophy, Sophie’s World, one
of the characters compares human beings to fleas living in the fur of a white rabbit,
pulled from a magician’s hat. We are born on the tips of the rabbit’s fur, gazing out into
the vastness of the universe, wondering what it is all about, trying to get a glimpse of the
great magician’s eyes. As children, we naturally ask the most important question of all:
‘Why? Why are we here?’ But as we grow up, we retreat deeper into the rabbit’s fur,
deeper into our comfort zone: warm, cosy and complacent. We stop asking, ‘Why?’
This new year, I want to encourage you to come out of your comfort zone, to start
climbing back up the rabbit’s fur, and to start searching for the great magician’s eyes.
But where to start? By looking at one of the most influential figures in history; the person
who has more followers today than any other religion or philosophy: Jesus Christ.
Uncover Mark

Uncover Mark gives you the opportunity to investigate the evidence for Jesus by looking
at the earliest biography written about him: The Gospel of Mark. Scholars think Mark
wrote his Gospel sometime in the AD60s – about thirty years after Jesus’ public ministry.
That is like someone today writing a biography of Margaret Thatcher or Freddie Mercury
who were at the height of their fame in the 1980s. Mark’s Gospel was written within living
memory of the events of Jesus’ life, written whilst many people who knew him were still
alive.
Mark’s style is short and punchy, racing from one dramatic event to the next. It is also
full of mystery and puzzles. Many who have read it have found, to their surprise, that
they are somehow caught up into the story themselves. As they read how Jesus
challenged people’s traditions and expectations, they find their own beliefs being
quietly shaken also. As they uncover the story of Jesus, they find their own hearts laid
bare.
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See for yourself
Why not come out of your comfort zone this year, climb back up
the rabbit’s fur, and find out about the man who claimed to be
God in human shoes? I will be running the Uncover Mark course
over eight Wednesday evenings at The Vicarage, Long Compton
from 8.00 pm - 9.30 pm starting Wednesday 8 January 2020. A
roaring fire, glass of wine (or a hot drink), and a special hardback
edition of Mark’s Gospel with study notes will be provided.
Places, however, are limited, so to book, please contact me as
soon as possible on rectorsw7@gmail.com or 684207.
Stuart Allen (Rector)

Deanery News
Deanery Synod next meets on Tuesday 28 January at 7.30 pm in St. Edmund’s Shipston.
We will be welcoming Julie Bellamy, Director of Finance, to come and speak to us.
Paths of Joy – journeys in mental health. Our Lent services this year are on the theme
of mental health with speakers who have worked extensively in the field. More details
will follow in the new year, please book Tuesdays in Lent in your diaries. We are fortunate
to have Reverend Jean Fletcher in the Deanery, who was a mental health chaplain and is
a great resource for us.
Sarah Edmonds (Area Dean)
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SCHOOL
NOTES

Editor: Harry Dodds
Email: longcompton@swlink.org.uk

Acorns Primary School and Brailes C of E Primary School News
Nursery/Reception Buildings
We are delighted to be able to share with the wider community that Brailes School has
been successful in securing a Warwickshire County Council capital bid of £150,000 for
an Early Years classroom extension.
Working closely with local architect John Stolwood from Stolwood Architects LLP,
Warwickshire Cabinet agreed the capital programme design to extend the existing
Squirrels classroom by an additional 26m² to provide an increased floor space to
accommodate 15 Nursery and 15 Reception children. The extension will incorporate a
new, purpose built early years cloakroom, entrance and improved accessibility between
indoor and outdoor provision. A new bespoke canopy, leading directly off the new
extension will also be included within the project and once built, will be an essential
feature of our early years continuous provision.
A planning application has already been submitted to Stratford District Council. Once
planning permission has been considered (hopefully early this year), we will be able to
go out to tender, and if all goes to plan, the extension will be complete for September
2020.
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Building at Acorns
Acorns new nursery building is
certainly
taking
shape.
The
stonework is complete and at the
time of writing, work to construct and
tile the roof, and fit the doors and
windows by the Christmas holidays is
the aim. The heavy rain and flooding
in November meant that the likely
programme completion date has
been revised from the end of January
to the end of February but the
contractors are working as fast as
they can as they know we are eager
to get in!
Application Deadlines
The deadline to register your child for starting Reception in September 2020 is
Wednesday 15 January 2020. Applications must be made via Warwickshire Admissions,
Gloucestershire Admissions or Oxfordshire Admissions, depending on the county where
families live.
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-admissions/
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/admissions-infant-and-primary-schools
All three and four-year olds in England already get 15 hours of nursery education a
week, or 570 hours a year of free early education. If parents are living and working in
England, three and four-year olds may be entitled to 30 hours free childcare: an extra
570 hours of free childcare a year, so 1140 hours in total.
To check eligibility please visit:
https://childcare-support.tax.service.gov.uk/par/app/applynow.
(Parents are not required to use the full 30 hours).
To apply for a Nursery place, please contact Acorns Primary School Office 01608
684654 (email admin2639@we-learn.com) or Brailes C of E Primary School Office 01608
685253 (email admin3014@we-learn.com)
Frozen Kingdom
Frozen Kingdom has got off to a great start with children at Acorns Primary School
exploring mini icebergs in the science garden and learning all about the Titanic’s
spectacular disaster. Did you know that around four-fifths of an iceberg is actually
underwater? This is why they pose such a threat to passing ships; Class 3 pupils proved
this fact when exploring and floating their mini icebergs in buckets of water. They also
experimented with moving ice down a drainpipe to simulate the movement of a glacier
– when the iceberg hit other icebergs or rocks, little fragments broke off resulting in the
formation of ‘bergy bits’ and ‘growlers’. Children then did some research using nonfiction books and iPads to answer some of their initial questions and find out more
information about the polar lands; the fact sheets they produced were excellent –
colourful, eye-catching and very informative.
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Northern Lights is proving to be a very engaging key text and it’s timely that the BBC
adaptation is currently on television (parental guidance for viewing is recommended).
Children enjoyed watching the Golden Compass during the first week of this half-term
and it’s been invaluable in developing their understanding of the complex language and
plot of the novel. Book Talk sessions have focused heavily on the development of
vocabulary as well as on the characteristics of daemons. Children are now very much
looking forward to writing their own daemon story – they have already chosen an
animal and its qualities!
In Art, pupils worked extremely hard to design an Inuit print; they were fascinated by
the video links on our Cornerstones topic website, which show how a group of Inuit
artists produce their work and sell it all over the world. Printing is a huge aspect of Inuit
art and later in the term, once the children have finalised their designs, they will use
printing foam to create their own printed artwork.
12

In Geography, the children have continued to practise their recall of geographical
facts – such as: the names of the lines of latitude, continents, oceans and capital cities.
They are excited about the prospect of becoming a polar explorer, learning from
significant explorers in the past (Scott and Shackleton) and planning their own
expeditions. In Science, we have revisited the terms: prey, predator, food chain, food
web and have learnt about producers, primary consumers, secondary consumers,
tertiary consumers and top predators with an emphasis on the polar habitats.
Gallery Rebels
The key text for Brailes Year 5/6 children’s ‘Gallery Rebels’ topic is A History of Pictures
for Children by David Hockney and Martin Gayford. In this colourful and fascinating
book, we are taken on an exciting and journey through the history of art. Within the text,
David Hockney shares many of his favourite pieces of artwork and talks about pieces of
work that have inspired him.
Inspired by his book, children in Badgers Class have been researching David Hockney
and exploring his body of work. They have written information texts about him in
English and have experimented in Art with colour and techniques inspired by his work.
Below are examples of the children’s work in English and Art:
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Who is he?
David Hockney is one of the most famous and important painters of the 20th century.
Even though he has a home in London, he also owns two other homes, one of which is
in Los Angeles, California, USA. He likes to divide his time between the two cities. Read
on to find out more about this amazing artist. (By Kayla)

Life before fame
Did you know that David Hockney was born in Bradford in 1937? Interestingly, he was
the fourth of five children. Later on, he studied at Bradford College of Art (1953 – 1957).
After leaving Bradford College of Art, he went on to study at the prestigious Royal
College of Art (1959 – 1962), where he won a gold medal in the Graduate competition.
This reward was a sign that he was ready for what was bound to come next. (By Hollie)

Fame and beyond
Hockney was one of the big artists involved in the Pop Art movement in the 1960s. This
was a style of art that had lots of bright colour to give the paintings some fun! A lot of
his paintings are of people he loves in order to show how he feels about them, like ‘Mr
and Mrs Clark and Percy the Cat’ (1970-1971). With the large paintings that he has made,
Hockney would use several smaller canvases and put them next to each other to form a
larger painting. (By Barney)

Hockney Today
Today, Hockney is over 80 years of age and still producing artwork. Always one to
quickly adapt to change, he was one of the first artists to start producing artwork on
iPads and iPhones. In 2017, Tate Britain launched a temporary retrospective exhibition
to celebrate his 80th birthday. It became the most visited exhibition at the gallery – ever!
In fact, his artwork is now so popular, one of his paintings – Portrait of an Artist (Pool
with two figures) – sold for $90 million (£70 million) in 2018. (By Joel)
Acorns Delight
Thank you to all families and members of the Long Compton community who voted for
‘Acorns Delight’ in the Christmas Tree festival at St. Peter and St. Paul’s Church last
weekend.
We were very proud to hear that Acorns’ Christmas tree received the most votes! The
tree displays the whole school community as each child has decorated an Acorns and
drawn their face. Thank you to the staff who supported the event.
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FARMING
NOTES

Editor: Lynn Mathias
Email: farming@swlink.org.uk

End of Year Thoughts
Looking back on the year just gone, the very wet
autumn is the overriding memory. As I write in
early December, the unrelenting rain seems at
last to have stopped. The NFU estimate that to
date, only 40% of intended winter crops are in
the ground. On this farm the rape went in as
planned, but attack by flea beetle and then
water logging has taken its toll, so I imagine we
will have lost a high percentage of the crop. We were fortunate to get the winter wheat
drilled in the three or four drier days that we have had this autumn but because of water
logging, it has taken a long time to emerge with slugs now presenting a challenge in the
wet conditions. I expect we will be looking at patchy fields in the spring. Because so
much land is still undrilled, there is now a worry that there will not be enough spring
cereal seed, wheat and barley, to fulfil demand. We like many others, are anticipating a
much smaller crop next harvest.
I expect that many of you, like us, will have watched the recent documentary by Liz
Bonnin on the effects eating meat has on climate change. She did make it clear that a lot
of the programme was based on agriculture in the USA and this is quite different from
beef or dairy farming the UK. Currently no American beef is imported into the UK as it
does not meet EU Health and Veterinary regulations. A very small amount of meat is
imported from South America where the destruction of the rain forest for cattle farming
is horrifying.
The main problem in the UK is from the methane released by cattle and sheep
ruminating. Methane is a serious greenhouse gas, but unlike carbon dioxide which takes
hundreds of years to break down, methane breaks down in around twelve years. In this
country, cattle numbers have been falling from a peak in 1980 of 8.1 million to the most
recent figures for 2018 of 5.4 million which means that from the UK at least, methane in
the atmosphere produced by British cattle is falling. Sheep numbers are also falling from
a peak in 1990 of 20.8 million to 15.7 million in 2018. A positive from sheep and beef
farming in the UK is that much of it grazes permanent pasture which is an extremely
efficient carbon sink. Livestock numbers have been taken from the DEFRA June 2018
Census Returns.
Sheep production in the UK, on the majority of farms, will be very near to organic even
if it is not marketed as such. The average sheep will spend all its life eating grass, only
coming in for a short period around lambing. On this farm, like many others producing
beef, we use our own barley, straw and hay for winter feed with very little bought in
concentrate. The manure produced goes back onto the arable fields as a fertiliser. Any
farmer producing to organic standards needs to have access to livestock manure so
many will be traditional mixed farms producing both meat and vegetables.
Lynn Mathias farms at Manor Farm in Great Wolford
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NATURE
NOTES

Editor: Tony Partridge
Tel: 684698

For a week or two this autumn we have a dearth of birds in our garden. So much so that
we wondered if they had deserted us for good. But of course, they were assiduously
trawling the hedgerows and fields satisfying themselves on the wealth of fruit and
berries before them. Then suddenly they were back – great tits, blue tits, coal tits,
chaffinches and goldfinches, with an occasional visit from longtail tits which swoop
pirate-like upon the awaiting feeders to gobble up their fill then to disappear to who
knows where. Long tail tits are the most family-minded of all their race staying in close
fellowship all the time. But males will in season visit other flocks in order to avoid
inbreeding. And we now have our sparrows returning, though perhaps not as many as
before. Their numbers in recent years have declined dramatically (up to 70% in places
where once they were abundant). The reasons for this decline are predation by sparrow
hawks, pollution from particles from diesel fuels and lack of invertebrates in the chicks’
diet. But the disease avian malaria has contributed to quite a large extent in this
population decline. It is suggested that warmer and wetter weather conditions may be
producing more malaria-carrying mosquitos than before. We must wait and see. But a
loss of this cheerful, cheeky bird on our garden bird table would indeed be a severe one.
As the winter progresses, we look back with some sadness at all the flowers whose
bright and vivid colour we so much enjoyed throughout the summer. Are there any now
for us to enjoy, we wonder? Take a walk along by a Cotswold stone wall and it is very
possible that your desire will be rewarded by the sight of a small flower protruding from
the stonework. Ivy-leafed toad flax favours our Cotswold walls and its blue – purplish
flowers are instantly recognizable. Though its leaves are described as ivy-like, the flower
is not in any way related to ivy. Tucked cosily in the stonework, it seems to have little
regard for the extremes that winter brings. It is in fact, an alien plant arriving in this
country early in the 17th century. But living in a wall how does it reproduce? It does so
by the flower stalk bending away from the wall allowing seeds to shed in the cracks of
the wall where they remain safely until ready to germinate. It was once placed under the
bare soles of the feet and between the toes to ward off a mild form of malaria.
Whilst awaiting the re-emergence of our flowers, one plant can be seen all the year
round. Moss is not a common plant in this area since it requires a lot of water for its
existence. To see more moss, we have to go to Wales, the Lake District, Northumbria and
Scotland where heavier rainfall enable it to thrive. It has no roots to cling to its host, so
relies on a lot of rain to keep it living. A further need for moisture is that in some species
of moss, the sexual organs whilst on the same plant are apart from one another. By
means of swimming along a leaf surface the male is enabled to achieve his objective – a
union with the female. The ripe spores are often ejected from the plants to develop
elsewhere. Sometimes in books which offer guidance to hikers and ramblers, you will
find advice on how to use moss growing on trees to regain your direction should you be
lost. The theory being that most moss grows on the north side of a tree. Beware of this
because it does not always follow. Far better to continue to rely on your compass for
accurate guidance!
Tony Partridge
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Highlight on Hedgehogs
Over the last two months we’ve heard what a difficult time hibernation can be for
hedgehogs. Sometimes healthy hogs may rouse from hibernation for short periods even
in cold winters, especially if disturbed or if there are fluctuations in the weather. Do not
assume these hogs need help unless they are obviously unwell (breathing difficulties,
injuries, problems walking) or are underweight. They need to weigh at least 500g to get
through hibernation. If in doubt, monitor the hog, then call to get some advice.
I can report that in early December, a young hog was
found locally, weighing just 200g. Thanks to a kind-hearted,
quick-thinking individual, the hoglet was put in a box with a
hot water bottle wrapped up in a towel. After a phone call,
the hoglet was on its way to Claverdon’s Warwickshire
Hedgehog Rescue. This little hog definitely landed on his
feet and be warm and safe with plenty of food. Assuming all
goes well, he can be re-released in the spring. Without this
help, he would not have survived. Thank you!
It’s a new year, and typically a time when we make resolutions for the year ahead.
There are many things we can do to help hedgehogs in our gardens and surrounding
area in 2020. Even if we only choose one or two things from the list below, we could
make a huge difference to the welfare of hedgehogs.
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Avoid using slug pellets or pesticides in your garden – these harm not only
hedgehogs but also their food chain.
Provide a shallow dish of water for all wildlife during hot weather, but also on
frosty days when natural water sources may be frozen.
Help hogs build up size and energy levels - put out suitable food such as meaty
cat or dog wet food or biscuits. Have fun building a feeding station.
Suitable habitat is becoming rarer. Leave areas of your garden as untidy as
possible; natural nesting and hibernation habitats are really important – a
messy undisturbed area with undergrowth, brambles, and piles of fallen leaves
is very welcoming to them. This also promotes natural food sources.
Check thoroughly before strimming or mowing – blades cause fatal injuries.
Keep garden netting raised at least 20-30cm off the ground so that hogs can
pass underneath without getting tangled and then starving to death.
Dispose of rubbish responsibly – once again hogs can become trapped and
starve (plastic holders of beer cans, empty food tins, plastic bands etc…).
Hogs can become trapped in garden ponds. Provide a gentle sloping edge such
as a plank of wood or a ramp for them to escape. The same is true of cattle grids.
Create a ‘hedgehog highway’ by making a 13cm x 13cm gap in your garden
fence or wall to help link up safe routes between gardens.
Finally, take care on roads at night. Hogs are nocturnal and the hedgehog’s
defence mechanism is to roll into a ball, which is no match for a car.

If you find an injured or underweight hog, please call for advice. Warwickshire
Hedgehog Rescue Centre can be contacted in office hours - 01386 882 288. The British
Hedgehog Preservation Society also has an advice line - 01584 890 801.
Louise Turner
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Please Choose the 2019 Cover of the Year
Please email me with your choice by Monday 13 January so we can publish the results
of the vote in the February issue of The LINK. Thank you.
Keith Murphy, editor@swlink.org.uk
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GARDENING
NOTES

Editors:
Margaret Welsh, Long Compton Garden Club
Miranda Arnold, Whichford Amateur Gardener

I'm writing this on a freezing December morning. Freezing, but beautiful: there's a heavy
frost. The frost has killed off the last of the dahlias and has reminded me that I forgot to
put the agapanthus in the greenhouse. So, the frost has probably killed that off too. The
sun is shining coldly across the fields, and I've been thinking about Christmas, and all the
fun (and work) coming our way in the next few weeks. And thinking about January, the
start of a new year, and the start of a new decade. The Twenties. Will they be the roaring
20s, as they were a hundred years ago, or will they be the divided 20s, as we spend the
next decade resolving the intricacies of Brexit and trying to bring the nation back
together? I have no answer to that, and nor have you. No-one has.
Well, that all got a bit dark, didn't it? January is also the time where we review the past
year, look forward to the next, and resolve to make changes in our lives that will make
us, hopefully, better people and better citizens and neighbours. My resolutions are
generally rubbish, and always dead and buried by February. So for 2020, I'm going to
limit myself to just a few garden-related New Year resolutions, which should be easier to
keep, and will make the garden more pleasant for us, our visitors, and our wildlife.
1.

I'm going to use the comparatively quiet month of January (in terms of garden
tasks) to really scrutinise the ornamental borders and the wilder areas.
Herbaceous perennials have died back, and the bulbs aren't up yet, so it's the
perfect time to work out if you need more structure in the beds. Do you need
shrubs to keep the form and spirit of the beds going after the herbaceous plants
are over? Could you plant some more climbers to make better use of your vertical
space? Do you need to add colour or brightness to a dark corner? Do it now, and
then resolve to order the plants you need, and not put it off for another year.

2.

I'm not going to let the weather fool me into sowing seeds too early. I've lost
count of the number of disappointments I've had as seeds fail to germinate, and
the greenhouse is full of tiny pots, full of compost, but no green shoots. Equally,
even if the seed packet instructs me to ‘sow between March and June’, I shall let
March go by if it's not warm enough.

3.

I am going to face the loss of fruit from the trees after a late frost with equanimity.
In fact, I shall try to face all my gardening failures with equanimity: the
ungerminated seeds, the misshapen carrots and parsnips, the tiny onions due to
my neglect with the watering-can in dry spells, the cucumbers lost to mosaic virus
and the stealing of the redcurrants by the thieving birds (see resolution 4).

4.

I am going to pick all the redcurrants as soon as they are ripe, and not think ‘oh,
they'll be even better next weekend’. Because the aforementioned thieving birds
will get them before I do, as they did this year. Stripped the whole bush overnight.
The little blighters.

5.

I'm going to be more sensible about understanding what my new plants need,
and think about the soil they prefer, their positioning, their eventual height and
spread. I've killed too many plants by failing to read the label properly, and I've
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had plants overwhelmed by thuggish neighbours. And I shall use containers for
those plants that I really like, but that are unsuited to our type of soil.
6.

I'm going to conquer my fear of cutting flowers for the house from the
ornamental borders and worry less about creating a temporary gap. Cutting can
prolong flowering in some plants, so can be a productive thing to do. Think of it
as deadheading before the heads are dead.

7.

I'm going to sow fewer vegetable seeds at one time, and really focus on proper
successional sowing this year. We get too many lettuces at the same time, and
then a gap of a few weeks, until the next sowing is ready to eat. And I'm going to
be more ruthless with the seedlings, making sure I thin them out effectively at the
right time.

8.

I'm going to find good spots to put up a couple more nesting boxes for the little
birds. With increasing building and development, they are losing habitat, so a
nest box here and there can make a big difference. We've had blue tits using a
nest box for a few years now, and it's a delight to hear the cheeping from inside
the nest box get louder and louder as the nestlings grow up. Just check that
you're siting the box in a sensible place (not on a boiling hot south or west facing
wall), and the birds will find it.

9.

I am going to remember to put the agapanthus back in the greenhouse before
the first frost next year. Assuming it has survived its exposure to this frost, that is.
Miranda Arnold
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BARTON-ON-THE-HEATH
Editor: Karyn Sassella
Email: barton@swlink.org.uk

Barton to Long Compton Water Main Replacement
For some years now, the water main from Barton on the Heath to Long Compton has
been unreliable. To coin a phrase, ‘it has reached the end of its useful working life’. This
year it has burst several times resulting in immediate, unscheduled closure of the road.
Compared to many water mains, this water main operates at a relatively high pressure,
fed from the reservoir at Salter’s Well, on the ridge between Barton and Little Compton,
about 85 metres above the road (about 120 psi).

The really good news is that Severn Trent have decided to replace the main with a new
125 cm diameter high-density polyethylene pipe (the blue coils of pipe in the picture)
rather than refurbish the old pipe. For the community, this has the advantage that they
can use horizontal directional drilling to place the new pipe underground without
having to dig a trench all the way along the route.
The picture shows the Vermeer horizontal directional drilling machine. The angle of
the machine shows how the drilling string, in 10 metre lengths is aimed into the ground.
The drilling pipe lengths are automatically joined together to make each drilling run 100
metres to match the length of each coil of pipe. An operator with a tracking device
follows a transmitter attached to the front of the drill and guides the drill operator by
radio so that the drill can go up, down, left or right in order to reach an access pit about
100 metres from the start where the drill is steered up to allow the transmitter to be
removed and the new pipe attached with a swivel. The drilling machine is then reversed,
pulling the new pipe into the hole which has just been drilled, back to the start.
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The route to Long Compton will be covered in 100 metre lengths. Fortunately, the soil
is mostly clay which is easy to drill through and the drillers expect to cover at least 200
meters each working day, with about 2,800 metres to cover giving about 14 working
days. At each access pit the two pipe lengths are lined up to one another and welded
together with a special plastic welding machine.
Pressure testing and joining the new pipe to the existing network will require digging
up the road and probably some short interruptions to our water supplies giving a total
of about 6 weeks for the project to be completed. Long Compton will get a new supply
pipe and the smart refurbished road from Barton will not be dug up. A win-win for
Christmas.
John Castle

St. Lawrence’s Church Visitors Book
In the visitors’ book in St. Lawrence
Church dated 14 November 2019 is the
following entry:
‘Came to tidy up Elisabeth’s grave and
found you’d done a splendid job
already! Thank you! Remembering
Henry Wheat and his family.’
Also, Walter and Sue Rodd left a
generous donation, but not their
address, so it would be nice to thank
them through the pages of The LINK.
The grave in question is that of
Elisabeth Constance Wheat born at Barton Rectory 17 January 1912 – died 26 November
2015. Her father Reverend Henry Wheat was Rector here from 1910 to 1931. She
specially remembered the banks of daffodils he had planted, and her grave is
surrounded by them.
While she is the longest-lived person in the churchyard, she is by no means the first
centenarian who is Anne Robbins (born 7 January 1777 - died 3 December 1877) aged
100 years and 11 months.
Perhaps the longevity here might enhance price values of property in the same way
that estate agents tell you that a GL post-code makes a house 5% more valuable than a
CV one. My mother used to tell the story that when the county boundaries were changed
in the 1920s, the people of Great Wolford had great difficulty in deciding whether to be
in Gloucestershire or Warwickshire. Finally, one respected resident said ‘it’s too cold in
Gloucestershire!’ which carried the day, and explains why they have a Coventry post
code.
Hamish Cathie – Churchwarden

[Ed – perhaps Barton readers can enlighten me? I believe that Barton is also in
Warwickshire despite the ‘GL’ postcodes. Is this right or wrong? editor@swlink.org.uk]
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Editor: Graham French
Email: burmington@swlink.org.uk

Cameo, SW7 Lunch Club
Our next meeting is Tuesday 14 January. All are welcome. Don’t forget the club meets
on the second Tuesday of every month in Burmington village hall at 12 noon for 12.30
pm. Come and join us. We are renowned for our welcome, our food (our puddings in
particular) and our chatter.
Most villages in the Benefice are represented in the membership. A charge of £4 is
made towards expenses. Please bring your family, friends and children. Transport can
be provided. All dietary needs can be met.
Please book with Brenda Fitch on Tel: 664313

Burns Night 2020
We are welcoming in the dark and dismal first month of the new
decade with an opportunity to wear tartan and drink whisky!
On Saturday 25 January we are hosting a Burns night supper at
Burmington village hall with haggis, neeps and tatties rounded off
with a variety of Scottish desserts. We will be offering a meaty and
a vegetarian haggis option. In the run up to Christmas our intrepid
haggis hunters will be tracking down the shy and wily haggis that
have migrated south to the rural farmlands of south Warwickshire
before they begin their winter hibernation. With luck and stout
hearts, they will endeavour to capture enough haggis for the pot if you see one of these creatures, please let us know so we can put it on the website.
We can cater for most diets. Please let us know when you are booking if you have any
special requirements. We would like to extend a warm welcome to anyone who would
like to join us at 7.00 pm to enjoy an evening of good food and convivial company.
Tickets at £10 are available from Irene Clark 01608 661418 or contact us on email at
burmingtonvillagehall@gmail.com
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CHERINGTON WITH STOURTON
Editor: Alan Holmes
Email: cherington@swlink.org.uk

Tel: 686682

Village Lottery
Winners in the December double lottery were:
1st Jo Thompson - £160

2nd Christine Dudfield - £90

3rd Ann Harper - £60

Congratulations to our winners and thank you for your continued support. For more
information on joining, please contact Steve Allkins or, better still, drop in on our third
Saturday coffee mornings (10.30 am – 12.00 noon).
Steve Allkins
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Brailes Picturehouse
Picturehouse dates for 2020
18 January - Fisherman's Friends
15 February - Downton Abbey
Other dates for 2020 are 21 March, 25 April, 23 May, 20 June, 19 September, 17
October, and 14 November (which is an altered date from that previously published).
Titles for 2020 – Judy, Rocket Man, Aladdin and Toy Story 4 – (dates depend on
availability).
We hope you had a very Happy Christmas and enjoyed your New Year celebrations.
Thank you for your support during 2019.
Deirdre and Team

Flooding Management Matters
Some of you may recall the Flooding Management
Matters article in the October edition of The LINK.
This article covered the establishment of the
Warwickshire Stour Catchment Partnership
(WSCP), and the flood alleviation activities of the
Shipston Area Flood Action Group (SAFAG) in and
near Cherington, Stourton and Sutton-under-Brailes (CSS) communities.
At the end of the article I sought feedback from CSS residents on their willingness to
be involved in flood management matters and on what form this should take.
Unfortunately, I did not receive a single response, which either means that there is no
willingness to get involved in some form of Flood Action Group, or that you were so
bored by the article that you did not read to the end. Either way, if you do have a view,
I would be pleased to hear from you (email: richardastevens235@gmail.com).
Since the October LINK article, we experienced significant flooding in this area on
Thursday 14 November from the river Stour (but not it seems from surface water runoff
from Margetts’ Hill). If your property was flooded, I would welcome feedback on the
extent of the problem, and whether you consider that there is any specific action that
could prevent or reduce any future flooding risk.
There has also been a recent meeting of the WSCP at which several of the agencies
that have responsibility for involvement in flood management matters were
represented. Much discussion took place at the meeting on the role of WSCP and its
relationship with the constituent local flood groups. At the time of writing this update,
there is some uncertainty over the future of the WSCP, and I will update further in due
course once matters become clearer.
A briefing meeting for CSS residents is being planned at The Hall in Stourton for
early in 2020. This meeting will provide an update on the natural flood management
measures that have already been put in place in our area, and the plans for the future –
SAFAG will make a presentation at that meeting. We will circulate the date of this
meeting as widely as possible - please watch out for the details.
Richard Stevens
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Cherington, Stourton and Sutton under Brailes Seniors Club
2020 Programme
14 January – New Year Feast at The Cherington Arms
17 March – Fish and Chip lunch at The Cherington Arms
19 May – Club AGM + nibbles at The Hall
21 July – Strawberry Tea at Trudie’s Tea Shop
15 September – Beetle Drive + Tea at The Hall
17 November – Shepherd’s Pie lunch at The Cherington Arms
15 December – Christmas Tea at The Hall
19 January 2021 – New Year Feast at The Cherington Arms
Please Note – There will be no ’Chatterbox’ meetings during 2020.
Committee Members:
Brenda Cowen - (Treasurer) 686314
Trisha Holmes - (Secretary) 686682
Evelyn Wright - (Membership Secretary) 686972

Annabelle White - 686380
Alan Wright - 686480
Tony Bryant - 686371

CSS Flower Show
Why not make 2020 the year you start getting involved with the Flower Show?
The aims of the show are to be a good day out for the hundreds of people who come
and a source of funds for various local groups. But this can only happen if we get
enough help, both on the day and in the setting up and clearing up. So please give
some thought as to what you can do. Anything from an hour or two on a stall or
helping set up to running one of the stalls would be welcome.
If you can help, please contact Ann Stevens annsstevens16@gmail.com
Sally Clubley (Chairman) and Jim Walton (President)

The Hall
This will be the third year since the opening of the new Hall in Cherington and the third
Extravaganza to be held there. We have some new acts and some returnees, pushing
the boundaries in search of talent this time as far as Brailes, to include Jozobozo
playing classic covers with amazing vocal and Porterhouse Blues for those familiar with
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the repertoire from the Porter family. The highlight inevitably being the Cherington,
Stourton and Sutton-under-Brailes Gentlemen’s Kazoo Orchestra – one song only I
promise! The youngsters from the Brailes Drama Club and ‘Two’ (a duet… you’d never
guess) are due to entertain us and the Mojitos return to round off the night.
Tickets are a modest £7.50 in advance please (see advert for details) and proceeds
will all go to raise further funds for a lighting rig or other equipment for the new Hall.
We have sold out both of the last two years, so don’t hang around for tickets. There will
be a pay bar.
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Editor: Harry Dodds
Email: longcompton@swlink.org.uk

Tel: 684606

Long Compton Village Hall
At the time of writing, we have not yet held the Christmas Tea Party but
it is set to be a sell-out entertaining afternoon of food and entertainment
to put us in the mood for the festive season.
January 2020 sees the start of our major drive to raise the thousands
of pounds needed to repair the driveway at the hall. We are organising a series of events
throughout 2020 in addition to our regular monthly Social Saturday gathering, kicking
off with the Sing-a-long-a Sound of Music on 25 January. A flyer detailing future events
will be delivered to every house in the village and we do hope you'll find something
there to attract you to the hall over the next twelve months. Go on, why not give it a go!
Mo Read on 684130, 07814802814 or lcvillagehall@yahoo.co.uk
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Friends of Long Compton Church
Wow, Long Compton – you did it! We can report that Long Compton’s first Christmas
Tree Festival was an amazing success. Both village groups and businesses came up with
some brilliantly creative ideas for their trees and spent a lot of time assembling the
decorations. The Acorns Primary School tree was voted the best tree – well done
everyone.
For those of you who like numbers:
22 trees, 38 volunteers stewarding and working in the café, 12 cake makers, 1 team of
bell ringers, 1 Community Choir, 350 + visitors, £800 + raised, youngest visitor was 6 days
old (welcome to Long Compton Jasper) and the oldest was 96 (travelled from Moreton).
The sum total was a wonderful community festival with the church abuzz, particularly
on the Saturday and Sunday afternoons. Thank you all who contributed to and
supported the Festival.
Would you be able to give a few hours during the year to help sell our event tickets
within the village? It is a really good way to meet people! Do please get in touch using
the details below – the more volunteers we have the less there is for each to do.
Upcoming Events
March - AGM
April – Photographic competition launch
May – Saturday 2 May, Concert: The Beatroots (Accapella Choir + fun repertoire)

Our information and contact points:
e. friendslcchurch@gmail.com
f: @friendsoflongcomptonchurch
www.friendsofloncomptonchurch.com
Sue Klatt, Chairman: @friendsoflongcomptonchurch
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Adderbury Ensemble
The Friends of Long Compton Church present the Adderbury Ensemble. The Ensemble
brings together some of the UK’s top musicians to perform the world’s finest chamber
music, with a programme of Dvorak, Mozart and Frank Bridge.
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Bypass Threat to the Rollright Stones Ancient Monuments
Following a meeting of Chipping Norton and
Oxfordshire County Council in November, a
motion was passed calling for action to alleviate
the volume of HGV traffic through the centre of
Chipping Norton.
The problem of HGV traffic has been frequently
raised since 2004, with no action by the County
Council taking place. However, renewed pressure
has forced the County Council to consider a
weight limit for HGVs coming into town and the
Rollright Road has been identified as 'the preferred route' to be 'upgraded' to cater for a
dramatic increase in HGV traffic.
Should this be allowed, it will divert HGV traffic coming through from East/ West,
seriously affecting and taking over land and property from the junction with the A44 to
the A3400. This will probably require large roundabouts at each end - possibly at the
Little Rollright/Over Norton crossroads, and permanent lighting along its length. The
roundabouts will raise the risk of serious accident and threaten the peace of the Parish.
Its construction and operation will, without a doubt, destroy the priceless
archaeology, history and peaceful setting of the Rollright Monuments and will have a
serious and detrimental effect on all of the many visitors and events that are held there
each year. The monuments were one of the first to be given legal protection and put
under the legal guardianship of the state in 1882. They have become one of the most
important stone circles in the UK with visitor numbers increasing year by year. (17,000 +
for 2018). The monuments and surrounding land are also contained within an ‘Area Of
Outstanding Natural Beauty’ (AONB) and have obtained a coveted Dark Sky Status
rating. Both highly prized ratings will bring serious opposition against any attempt to
develop and destroy it.
Needless to say, the custodian of the monuments, The Rollright Trust, with its team of
dedicated volunteers, will fiercely oppose any plan to re-route extra HGV traffic along
the road, especially when alternatives already exist which we believe are being ignored.
There is already a groundswell of opinion growing against the plans and, although not
yet announced as any 'officially recognised or approved project', we will be looking to
galvanise as much support as possible and be ready if things escalate.
If you support the action to oppose any development of the unclassified road past the
monuments and would like to be updated and help in opposing the plan, then (if you
have use of the internet), send an email to info@rollrightstones.co.uk or, alternatively if
you prefer, write to me at 20 Weston Court, Long Compton, Shipston on Stour, Warks.
CV36 5JX . You can also visit our website www.rollrightstones.co.uk, and on Facebook The Rollright Trust.
Robin Smitten Trustee /Site Manager

Long Compton Short Mat Bowls Club
Meets at the Village Hall on the first and third Tuesdays of the month, 2.00 – 3.30 pm.
New members are especially welcome.
Adrian (684024)
31

Notes for Comptonians
We had a most enjoyable end of year Lunch at the Red Lion, Long Compton when 39 of
us tucked into delicious food and caught up with news of friends and neighbours.
We shall meet up again on Wednesday 15 January at 2.00 pm in the village hall for a
talk about the ‘History of the Music Hall’. This will be followed by tea and cakes. Do get
in contact if you would like to become a member.
Margaret Welsh 684238

Long Compton Parish Council
Participating in the very successful Christmas tree festival
gave the Parish Council the opportunity to showcase the
work that they undertake on behalf of the community.
This was definitely not the most stylish tree displayed
with a high-vis clad fairy and old document paperchains,
but each of the transparent baubles had an illustration
relative to work undertaken – footpaths, dog waste bins,
planning, play areas, verge maintenance, etc.
To complement this, some rather creative minutes
were displayed…all very humorous scenarios but
hopefully food for thought.
There is still space for another Councillor to be coopted if any resident is tempted to see what 2020 brings.
Elizabeth Gilkes
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Fairy by Lindsay Forbes

Free Slime Making Workshop
Children aged 6 to 12
Social Saturday at Long Compton Village Hall - 11 January

Booking Essential – Four times available 11, 11.30, 12, 12.30
Contact Mo Read on 684130 or lcvillagehall@yahoo.co.uk

Compton Creatives
We meet monthly on the third Monday, and occasionally at other times for workshops
and outings. New members are always welcome.
Contact caroline.nixon@btinternet.com or jhburras@yahoo.co.uk

Long Compton & District Walkers
As this is being written just ten days before our December walk, it is difficult to relate
what happened!
December always means a slightly shorter walk than usual, in order to give people
time to whizz home and change into their finery (tiaras not required), before
reassembling at the Red Lion for the Christmas lunch. This is generally enjoyed by one
and all, and it is a good time to say thank you to everyone who has planned and led a
walk during the year. The group continues to increase in numbers, which must mean
that people enjoy the exercise as well as the social aspect of the walks.
I have already indicated that I am looking for a willing volunteer/conscript to take over
the small amount of organisation required to keep the group going. After 10 or more
years, I feel it is the time to pass on the baton to a keen willing walker.
The first walk of the New Year will be on Tuesday 14 January, when we shall meet as
usual in the car park at the Red Lion at 9.30 am. Please do join us if you can.
Jan Treadaway 684553

Long Compton Neighbourhood Watch
Our local Co-Ordinator is Jordan Boswell, who would very much
welcome reports of suspicious behaviour. Do let him know about
anything that seems to you to be out of the ordinary. Your information
might just be the little piece of the jigsaw that helps solve a problem.
All calls and e-mails are completely confidential – your name will not
be made public.
Contact Jordan on 07795 008998, or at jordanlboswell@hotmail.com
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Long Compton Ebenezer Chapel
Happy New Year to you all.
The Chapel enjoyed taking part in the Christmas
Tree Festival and our decorated tree was
transported back to the Chapel for the Advent
Service which took place on Sunday 1 December.
A lovely start to the festive season with choir and
congregation in good voice, it was enjoyed by all.
Our special and grateful thanks go to June
Empson and Marianne Carty for the refreshments
which they generously provide.
Appropriately, Poppy Philpott kindly did the
collection and here Reverend Marion pays tribute
to Poppy’s recent fundraiser when she had her
head shaved raising £900 for Macmillan Cancer
Support as well as donating her hair to the Little
Princess Trust.
At the end of the service Thank You Gifts were
given to our Minister Marion, Organist Bridget and Long Compton Community Choir for
all their support over the last year.
2020 will mark the 200-year celebration of our Chapel and so it’s looking like a busy
year of events, in addition to thoughts regarding the future of the Chapel. More
information in the February edition of The LINK.
Future Events:
Sunday 19 January
Drop in Chapel 3.30 pm – Come for tea and chat.
Saturday 1 February
Whist 7.30 pm
Sunday 16 February
Drop in Chapel
Scrabble – please call Sally if you are interested in playing.
Do get in touch for more information about how you might like to be involved.
Sally Franklin - 01608 684739 / 07870 545431
Elizabeth Gilkes - 01608 684336 /07791 621778
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WHICHFORD AND ASCOTT
Editor: Kath Haughton
Email: whichford@swlink.org.uk

Whichford & Ascott Christmas Gift Fair
Our thanks to Sally and Andy Birtwell who opened up their home to host the Christmas
Gift Fair at the end of November. There was some fabulous shopping to be done from a
wonderful array of stalls. The money raised on the door will go towards St. Michael’s
Church. What a glorious way to mark the start of festive season. (Photos: Sally Birtwell.)
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Nature Encounters
Dawn walks are easier in winter, coming as they do at a sensible time. This frost on the
outskirts of the village was a taste of things to come, with much of our wildlife (including
countless meadow ants under these hills) heading for a go-slow. I yearn to join them
when the weather is grim, but then I’d miss out on mornings like this.
Patrick Fox
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Editor, Little Wolford Email: littlewolford@swlink.org.uk
Editor, Great Wolford: Lynn Mathias
Email: greatwolford@swlink.org.uk Tel: 674247

St. Michael and All Angels Churchyard
A recent survey of the bottom end of the churchyard, the new burial ground, has
identified that considerable work is urgently needed to restore that area to the state it
should be in. The Parochial Church Council (PCC) is committed to getting this done.
Whilst planning is at an early stage, the PCC is determined to start the work this winter.
Tasks include:
1. Sort out the bottom corner, clear nettles, remove debris and erect a fence to
contain grass cuttings etc. Some preliminary work has already been done by Helen
Bostock, for which we are very grateful.
2. Cut down fir trees, clear undergrowth, prune and tidy up other indigenous trees
and bushes along the wall. Ensure memorial stones and tablets are listed and easily
identified.
3. Consider felling, or removing lower branches of, fir trees on boundary between old
and new burial areas to provide access to graves and for the mower.
4. Repair wall.
If anyone - and particularly those with relatives buried there - has views or comments
on the above, they would be appreciated by the PCC. Please contact Janet Piller 674396
or email gjpiller@myphone.coop
The PCC feel this is an important part of the village. A number of people do visit the
churchyard to visit graves of relatives. There will be a significant cost associated with this
work of several thousand pounds. It is unlikely that the PCC can cover the full cost from
current resources. Therefore, if anyone would like to make a contribution to ensure that
the necessary work is tackled fully and quickly, please contact Ann McKenna 674009 or
email annmckenna3@sky.com
In addition, if anyone feels able to join a working party to undertake some of the work,
it would be greatly appreciated and valued. Please contact John Wrench 674389 or email
wrench.john@yahoo.co.uk

The Wolfords Village Hall One Hundred Club
The December winners were as follows;
1st prize – Simon Lewis-Beeching
2nd prize – Roz Warriner
3rd prize – Jane Revere
Many congratulations to the above. Just a reminder that there is no draw next month
but please let me know if you would like to have more shares as the club is still short of
100 shares. All proceeds go to help with the upkeep of the village hall.
James van Helden
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Wolfords’ Poppy Collections - 2019
The money raised from the door to door collections in Great Wolford was £330.80. In
Little Wolford it was £195.33. In addition, the collection at the Remembrance Sunday
Service in the church was £244.02. A total of £770.15 from our two villages.
Thank you to all those who contributed and collected.

The Future of the Wolfords Village Hall
Sadly, the utilisation of the village hall is now not providing sufficient income to cover
annual running costs. This year, there will be a shortfall between income and these
running costs despite the best efforts of the Trustees to bridge this by fundraising
activities, 100 Club, Rural Cinema etc. The long-term viability of the hall needs to be
discussed and conclude what measures need to be taken.
There will be a meeting to discuss what can be done to improve the current situation
and secure the ongoing viability of hall on Saturday 25 January at 10.30 am at the village
hall. Please make every effort to attend as we will welcome the views of the community
on how the hall can better utilised in the future.
We look forward to seeing you at this meeting.
James van Helden (01608 674244)

The Village Hall AGM
The date for the Village Hall AGM has been set for Monday 3 February 2020 starting at
7.30 pm and will take place in the Wolfords Village Hall. We do hope you will come as we
welcome feedback on the activities the committee has completed over last year.
If you would like to become a Trustee and join the management committee, please
contact me as new ideas are always very welcome. Help is needed to support the
maintenance of the village hall and take part in fund raising activities. We look forward
to hearing from you.
James van Helden (01608 674244)
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The Wolfords Year Book, 2020
Now the new year has arrived, it’s time to start putting together the 2020 Wolfords’ Year
Book of notable dates. We all have our own collection of days during the year which are
special to us for one reason or another; maybe family birthdays, an anniversary, or simply
days that bring back memories of loved ones. For quite a few years now, it’s been
possible to record these special dates in the Wolfords’ Year Book kept in the church.
We’re now updating it for 2020. It’s not just a lovely way of marking those days which
mean a lot to you – at the same time you’ll also be helping to raise urgently needed funds
to maintain the parish church of St. Michael & All Angels which has been part of our
community for generations.
Even if you are not a regular churchgoer yourself, the church is always there for
weddings, baptisms and for concerts and other gatherings, or for anyone who wants to
spend a bit of time somewhere quiet and peaceful. The basic cost of keeping the church
building in reasonable repair is going up all the time and we have to raise the money
ourselves through fundraising and collections.
If you would like to put a name on a particular day in the book, e.g. ‘Many Happy
Returns to Jane Wolford on her birthday’ (it is only £15 for each date you choose) please
contact Janet Piller on gjpiller@myphone.coop or telephone 01608 674396. We’ll be
contacting existing subscribers to invite renewals. Thank you.
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Winter by Great Wolford Artist, Jenny Henderson
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Chairman’s
Corner
Service Not Included
The weather and politics are probably the main drivers for many topics of conversation,
and recent months have been no different. In November last year, adverse weather led
to yet more flooding, affecting homes, farmland and businesses. Cash-strapped local
authorities continue to struggle to keep up with their residents’ requests for services and
repairs. Social issues continue to rise, and despite unemployment apparently being at
an all-time low, a significant number of people are still unable to find work.
All is not lost though. At the risk of sounding like my grandparents, one possible
solution to help ease some of the burden is to bring back national service. Controversial,
I know. It’s an anachronistic suggestion, and we’re not at war, nor are we in imminent
danger of being invaded. However, a paper written in October 2019 by Elisabeth Braw,
from the Royal United Services Institute think-tank, suggested that we should consider
following a Scandinavian style of national service. The recruitment process is selective,
based on an evaluation form, and the system has gained a reputation for being exclusive
and prestigious. The paper also suggests that other areas (not just the military) could
also benefit from this, such as hospitals, emergency services and the energy sector.
It all sounds very admirable and honourable. But perhaps they are missing a trick here.
National service could be used to actually serve the nation, to foster a sense of
community and to place emphasis on putting others first. During floods, for example,
rather than relying on the army (and tardy politicians), we could immediately deploy
teams to distribute sandbags, food and to provide support to affected areas. Proactively,
there could be teams trained specifically to set up and improve flood defences.
In the community, we could have people visiting those elderly residents who are in
desperate need of human contact and social interaction. How about fixing the potholes
in the roads, or intercepting and redistributing good food from supermarkets before it’s
dumped in ’use by date’ waste bins, or maybe even providing seasonal help for farmers
to harvest their produce? Again, there’s potential for national service to provide at least
a partial solution. But national service should not just be a ‘mopping up’ exercise – there
could an opportunity for young recruits to learn skills and gain experience on the job,
working hands-on alongside professionals from all types of industry, from science and
medicine to construction, thereby combining a duty to the nation with education and/or
an apprenticeship. The end result would be a rounded, skilled individual with a potential
career ahead of them, and someone with self-esteem who is also community spirited.
Just another New Year pipe dream? Probably. And of course, it’s open to criticism:
‘how would we pay for this?’, ‘who will have time to train these people?’, ‘It will never
work’ and so on, but once something like this gets off the ground, the possibilities and
benefits are endless. Or, the other option would be to take the easy route and just leave
things as they are, which means that the situation will get worse – at least we’ll then have
something else to talk about.
Simon Lewis-Beeching, chairman@swlink.org.uk
41

Poetry
Notes

Email: editor@swlink.org.uk

There is a day in January that has been earmarked as the Festival of Sleep. It’s Friday 3
January. I have discovered that there are two types of people in this world; those who
can sleep and those who can’t. Rudyard Kipling obviously felt the same about those who
could enter The City of Sleep and those who were compelled to remain outside its walls.
To find out more about Policeman Day, you’ll need to read about him in Kipling’s
story, The Brushwood Boy.
The City of Sleep
Weary they turn from the scroll and crown,
Fetter and prayer and plough,
They that go up to the Merciful Town,
For her gates are closing now.
It is their right in the Baths of Night
Body and soul to steep,
But we, pity us! ah, pity us!
We wakeful; ah, pity us!,
We must go back with Policeman Day,
Back from the City of Sleep!

Over the edge of the purple down,
Where the single lamplight gleams,
Know ye the road to the Merciful Town
That is hard by the Sea of Dreams,
Where the poor may lay their wrongs away,
And the sick may forget to weep?
But we, pity us! Oh, pity us!
We wakeful; ah, pity us!,
We must go back with Policeman Day,
Back from the City of Sleep!

Over the edge of the purple down,
Ere the tender dreams begin,
Look, we may look, at the Merciful Town,
But we may not enter in!
Outcasts all, from her guarded wall
Back to our watch we creep:
We, pity us! ah, pity us!
We wakeful; ah, pity us!,
We that go back with Policeman Day,
Back from the City of Sleep!
Rudyard Kipling 1865 - 1936

Please keep your poetry suggestions coming; writing them for us would be even
better! Please be sure to submit your suggestions in good time bearing in mind that
more recent poems will often be protected by copyright and if this is the case, the
publisher’s permission will need to be obtained.
Keith Murphy, editor@swlink.org.uk
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