February 2022

£1

n BARCHESTON with WILLINGTON n BARTON-ON-THE-HEATH
n BURMINGTON n CHERINGTON with STOURTON n LONG COMPTON
n WHICHFORD and ASCOTT n THE WOLFORDS

EVENTS
DIARY

Contact: The Editor
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Events Update
Please be aware that events are being arranged in good faith and in expectation that
they will be able to go ahead. Unfortunately, due to the situation in which we find
ourselves, many events are having to be cancelled at short notice. Please do check with
the organisers beforehand that the event is still going ahead.
February (VH = Village Hall; Ch = Church)
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The Wolfords WI (by Zoom)
Full English Breakfast, Burmington VH
Jumble Sale, St. Michael’s Church, Whichford
Beneficial Book Group, Barton House
Long Compton and District Walkers, Depart Red Lion Car Park
CAMEO SW7 Lunch Club, Burmington VH
Long Compton Book Club
The Hall Coffee Shop, Cherington
Social Saturday, Long Compton VH
Lebanese Evening + Talk, Burmington VH
Comptonians, Long Compton VH
Long Compton and District Garden Club, Long Compton VH
Shipston Literary Society, Newbold Village Hall
Village Hall Coffee Morning, Burmington VH

10.00
10.00
17.30
09.30
12.00
19.00
10.30
11.00
17.00
14.00
19.30
19.30
10.30

LINK cover: Long Compton Stained Glass.
Photograph by Long Compton LINK reader Celia
Sawyer. The left-hand window, we think, is
dedicated to the Rev. Henry Daniel Leeves.
Please see page 30 for more, and perhaps you
can answer a question on our local history?
Cover design by KMS Litho, Hook Norton.
The LINK welcomes contributions for the front
cover or elsewhere. Portrait orientation
photographs or artwork preferred. Please send
items to editor@swlink.org.uk
LINK cover and artwork produced by KMS Litho,
Hook Norton. If you would like to sponsor the
front page, please contact editor@swlink.org.uk

2

THE LINK
TEAM
Editor
Treasurer
Advertising Manager
Distribution Manager
Chairman
Company Secretary
Online Manager
Village Editors
Barcheston & Willington
Barton-on-the-Heath
Burmington
Cherington & Stourton
Long Compton
Whichford & Ascott
Great Wolford
Little Wolford
Feature Editors
Church News
Nature Notes
Gardening Notes
Farming Notes
Village Distributors
Barcheston & Willington
Barton-on-the-Heath
Burmington
Cherington & Stourton
Long Compton
Whichford & Ascott
Great Wolford
Little Wolford

Keith Murphy
Martin McKenna
Keith Murphy
Alan Holmes
Keith Murphy
Martin McKenna
Keith Murphy

editor@swlink.org.uk
treasurer@swlink.org.uk
adverts@swlink.org.uk
distribution@swlink.org.uk
chairman@swlink.org.uk
secretary@swlink.org.uk
online@swlink.org.uk

John Castle
Graham French
Christine Dudfield
Sally Franklin
Melanie Arnold
Lynn Mathias

barcheston@swlink.org.uk
barton@swlink.org.uk
burmington@swlink.org.uk
cherington@swlink.org.uk
longcompton@swlink.org.uk
whichford@swlink.org.uk
greatwolford@swlink.org.uk
littlewolford@swlink.org.uk

Liz Clarke
Tony Partridge
Margaret Welsh,
Miranda Arnold
Lynn Mathias

officesw7@gmail.com
editor@swlink.org.uk
editor@swlink.org.uk

Maki Sutton
Helen Seymour -Smith
Julia Anne Sykes
Ebe McLeod
Jean Taylor
Carol Moore
Sue Rew
Colin & Gill Ablewhite

661539
674153
07497 088 882
686278
684806
684961
674380
684962

farming@swlink.org.uk

Please note the copy deadline for March 2022:

Monday 14 February
THE LINK is published by South Warwickshire LINK Ltd, a not-for-profit company limited by guarantee (reg. no. 07234681), and printed by KMS Litho
Ltd, Hook Norton.
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accuracy of information printed, the Editor/team do not accept any responsibility for the consequences of any errors that may occur.
The LINK does not endorse any products, services or companies. The appearance of advertisements in this magazine is not a guarantee of those
products/services or the companies that manufacture, distribute or promote such products/services.
All information held by The LINK is strictly confidential and is held purely for administration purposes and not sold or offered to third parties.
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EDITORIAL
Link Talk
Subscriptions for 2022
Please can you make sure that your 2022 subscription has been paid. The collection of
cash and cheque payments is ongoing, and your BACS payments should have been paid
by the end of December 2021. Please let your collector have your payment of £10 for
2022. Should you wish to send a cheque, made payable to South Warwickshire LINK Ltd.
It can be sent (along with your name and address details please!) to:
The LINK Treasurer,
Leylands,
Great Wolford,
Shipston on Stour, Warwickshire, CV36 5NQ
If you’d prefer to pay by BACS and are not already signed up, please email
editor@swlink.org.uk to receive the payment details.
New Advertisers
We’re delighted to welcome three new advertisers to The LINK. Their support is much
appreciated.
LINK reader Stuart Walsh from ‘Shipston Spokes’ tells more about his new bicycle
business on page 7 and in addition, we welcome new advertisers Feldon Valley Golf Club
(page 44) and Discreet Pest Control (page 52).
Assistant Editor
I’m afraid my appeal for an Assistant Editor in the January LINK has produced no
response. If this would be something of interest to you, please do email me.
Keith Murphy, editor@swlink.org.uk

January Birthdays
Due to your Editor getting completely carried with the excitement of Christmas, I’m
afraid he forgot entirely to publish the January birthdays in the last issue. Please find the
belated birthday greetings for January below.

4

The LINK Crossword

The solution to the
January puzzle.

SAFAG Update (Shipston Area Flood Action Group)
It’s been a mixed, but positive year with funding from both a new
Environment Agency source and Stratford on Avon District
Council. New partnerships have been made with within the EA,
with Severn Rivers Trust and with Shipston Town Council where
SAFAG has become a working group to support STC's climate change actions.
Maintenance and upgrading work in 2021 saw 10 new schemes with 121
interventions (110 dams and 11 ponds/wetlands). New schemes include Northfield Farm
at Stretton under Fosse, Belle Isle and Austin Grounds farms near Sibford Ferris and a
major scheme at Ashby Farm above Long Compton where 42 interventions bring the
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total now protecting that village to 157 which, during 2021, have been proven to reduce
the flood risk to homes there.
Upgrading and additions have been done to existing schemes on Blockley Brook at
Draycott, Sutton Brook above Lower Brailes and on feeder streams into Paddlebrook and
Kneebrook upstream of Shipston. Lower Brailes in particular has benefitted from the
upgraded NFM programme there and we hope this will increase further with additional
works planned for 2022. Maintenance has also been undertaken at Lower Brailes,
Ditchford, and Long Compton.
For 2022 we have 8 schemes planned at Brailes, Ebrington, the Upper Stour, Sutton
under Brailes and Cherington. There are also possibilities downstream of Shipston but as
ever, the extent of our work for 2022 will be largely determined by our ability to secure
additional funding.
SAFAG achieved national recognition in 2021 as winners of the Flood Excellence
Community Partnership award as well as featuring in the EA’s press release during
COP26 and Defra’s new brochure about NFM. We are proud to have secured this
recognition, but have to say that without the continued support of all our agency and
local government partners and in particular the farmers, landowners and contractors
with whom we have worked, none of this would have been possible. Thank you all.
Some members of our group have stepped down this year for various reasons so
special thanks go to Sally Ward, Maggie Goren, Mick Fidoe and Peter Deans for their
valuable and valued support over the years.

Waste and Recycling Collections
Did you know about the proposed changes?
Talking to villagers, it seems that not everyone is aware of the changes that Stratford
District Council are proposing to make to our waste and recycling collections. The plans
don’t seem to have been well publicised, although some people have apparently read
about them in the Stratford Herald.
From August this year, Stratford and Warwick District Councils will work together (a
taste of things to come when they merge?) to provide a standardised service across the
south of the county. The proposed service will be known as ‘123+’ and will replace what
we now have with:
•
•
•
•

weekly food waste collection (7 litre inside caddy and a 23 litre outside caddy)
fortnightly recycling in a wheeled bin (as currently)
three weekly grey/black bin collection (for landfill)
chargeable fortnightly garden green bin waste collection (as currently)

The idea is that, with one contractor having a monopoly in South Warwickshire,
‘economies of scale and other operational efficiencies’ will facilitate reduced costs. Hope
springs eternal but we doubt, however, that we should hold our breath for any reduction
in council tax.
If you phone Stratford Council to get more information you may be referred to SDC’s
website. Type ‘123+’ for frequently asked questions.
Graham French
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New Bicycle Shop for Shipston
A new bicycle shop has recently opened in
Shipston on Stour to the delight of local
residents and passing cyclists alike.
Shipston Spokes opened its doors to the
public toward the end of November 2021
and has already proved to be a popular
asset to the town.
Located opposite St. Edmunds Church on
Church Street, the bike shop occupies two
of the shops on the small parade. The shop,
offering new bikes and a broad range of
accessories is the end shop with the
workshop next door, providing full repair and servicing along with all the spare tubes,
tyres and parts needed to keep your bicycle moving, and your wheels free for fun!
The owner, Stuart Walsh, is a resident of Burmington. Having moved to Burmington
as a temporary move during ‘lock down’ last January, he and his wife Sara, quickly
discovered that they had by chance landed in arguably the most beautiful, and friendly
part of the Cotswolds, and even better, to the nearby town of Shipston on Stour which
again, he argues, is the best towns in the region. ‘Shipston is a unique market town’, said
Stuart. ‘It has a rare mix of all the key shops and services you need, operated by mainly
independent retailers and not taken over by ubiquitous chains. A notable omission for
me, was a good old fashioned independent high street bike shop offering bikes, cycle
accessories and services for all the family and all cycling abilities.’
With a lifelong interest in bikes and cycling, Stuart decided to have a career change
from the past 20 years working in enterprise and start-up business, to re-training and
opening a bike shop. ‘I have no plans to conquer the cycling world’ said Stuart smiling,
‘my main goal is to simply establish Shipston Spokes as a high-quality local bike shop
that is a strong part of the community here. Beyond being price competitive, great
customer service is absolutely central to the success of the business’.
The shop currently offers a selection of children’s bikes and a mix of mountain, road
and leisure adult bikes including e-bikes. ‘We are refining our range of bikes as we talk
to customers to understand the local
demand. Please pop in and have a chat
if you are thinking of buying a new bike,
or changing your current set of wheels.’
To book your bike in for a service or
repair, or for any bicycle related
enquiries see the website for contact
details along with current opening
times (which are currently changing
responding to customer feedback) at
www.shipstonspokes.com (or see the
regular advert for Shipston Spokes on
page 46).
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On the Path to ‘Normal’
It’s encouraging to see the hall diary filling up with
our regular clubs, societies, and sports bookings.
Check out our website for clubs of interest and our
diary for available slots if you’ve got a booking you’d
like to make for your own club or event.
On the music front, we’re looking forward to
welcoming Cotswold Events back on Saturday 12
February for their ‘Just Take That’ tribute band booking. Tickets available from
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/cotswoldevents. We’ve also booked some fabulous jazz
bands through 2022 – see our website to get the dates in your diary – these are a musical
treat, great evenings out, and all proceeds go towards hall maintenance and improving
the facilities.
First up is Tom ‘Spats’ Langham’s Hot Fingers on 25 February. Tickets are now available
from https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/townsend-hall or from A. Clarke Electrical Services
in Shipston. Take a look at www.hotfingers.co.uk to whet your appetite!
As a venue that’s funded as a charity, we’re very grateful for your continued support
through your bookings, attendance at clubs and events, and from donations. Numbers
are still available in our 1150 club and please consider us when shopping through
Amazon Smile or one of the many retailers supporting charities through Easyfundraising.
Winning numbers in the January 150 club draw are: £20 No. 53, £10 No. 75, £5 No 58.
Visit us at www.townsendhall.co.uk to find out more.

Cameo Lunch Club – 15th Anniversary
Government regulations, the local
covid situation and individual
member’s decisions permitting, the
next Lunch Club meeting, which
celebrates our 15th anniversary, will
be held in Burmington village hall on
Tuesday 8 February at 12 noon for
12.30 pm.
In view of the pandemic
uncertainties which resulted in the
late cancellation of the Christmas and
January lunches, Brenda Fitch will
telephone individual members.
All are welcome. Most villages in the Benefice are represented in the current
membership. A charge of £4 is made towards expenses. All dietary needs can be met.
Transport to and from the village hall can be provided.
The lunch club is in urgent need of cooks; the burden falls on a very few people. Please
contact editor@swlink.org.uk for more details.
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Shipston Medical Centre
Where patients have been asked to wait
outside for an appointment, as there is
concern that they have covid, please can they
wait outside and ring the bell or call
Reception, whichever they have been
instructed.
We have had a number of incidents
recently where patients have entered the
building instead. We also ask that you answer the questions related to whether you may
have covid honestly – as we’ve had patients who have not considered the questions
carefully. Please help us all to minimise the risk to patients and staff and also follow
current government guidelines.
The dispensary are doing their best to contact patients, either via email or text, to
advise when medications are ready for collection. Please wait for this before you come
to collect your medication. If we aren’t able to email or text you, then please allow 3
working days to collect your medication.
If you need to update your contact details and consent to receive texts/emails, then
please send an email to shipston.reception@nhs.net

‘What I do in the Desert’
Michael Macdonald, who works on ancient
inscriptions found in the deserts of the Middle
East, will be giving a talk entitled What I do in the
Desert in Burmington Village Hall at 5.00 pm on
Saturday 12 February. All are welcome.
See details in the Burmington pages (page 27).
Please note, you will need to contact the organiser
if you wish to attend the meal after the talk.

9

INFO
LINK

Contact: The Editor
Email: editor@swlink.org.uk

The Post Office van is in the car park by the village shop in Long Compton from 9.30 -11.30
am Monday and Wednesday, and from 12.30 to 2.00 pm Tuesday and Thursday.
Shipston ‘tip’ is open - to book https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/recyclingshipston
DATES AND FETES - 2022
Please send us the dates of all your significant social events. We are continuing this listing
even though events may be restricted. Please check this list before you plan a new event.
Sat 06 Aug Cherington, Stourton and Sutton under Brailes Country Fete and Flower Show
Mon 29 Aug Whichford and Ascott Flower Show and Fete

Local Catholic Church Services
Chipping Norton
Holy Trinity, London Road. Saturday Vigil 6.00 pm. Sunday 11.00 am 01608 642703

Stow-on-the-Wold
Our Lady and St Kenelm, 5 Back Walls. Saturday Vigil 6.00 pm. Sunday 9.15 am Tel: 01608 674354

Shipston
Shipston, Our Lady and the Apostles, Darlingscote Road. Sunday 9.15 am

Brailes
Brailes, Friars Lane. Saturday Vigil 5.00 pm

Kineton
Kineton, St Francis of Assisi, Southam Street. Sunday 11.00 am. Tel: 01608 685259

Chipping Campden
St Catharine’s Lower High Street. Sunday masses: – Saturday Vigil 6.00 pm. Sunday 10.30 am.
Tel: 01386 84026

Local Quaker Meetings
Local Quaker Meetings for worship:
Broad Campden, Quaker Meeting Hse,
GL55 6US - Sundays at 10.30 am
Ettington, Quaker Meeting Hse, Old Halford Rd,
CV37 7TH - Sundays at 11.00 am
Sibford, Quaker Meeting Hse, Sibford Gower,
OX15 5RX - Sundays at 10.30 am
Shipston on Stour, in St Edmund’s Church - last
Thursdays (not Dec) at 2.30 pm

Local Congregational Services
Services recommence at the Ebenezer Chapel, Long
Compton from Sunday 20 March 2022 (every third
Sunday at 3.30 pm).
Snowdrops - Photograph by Celia Sawyer
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PARISH
PEOPLE
Parochial Church Councils (PCCs)
Barcheston St Martin

Barton-on-the-Heath St Lawrence

Churchwardens
Secretary
Treasurer

Churchwardens
Secretary
Treasurer

David Hodges 664310
Nick Jackson 01926 640658
David Cleave 666002

Hamish Cathie 674303
Gillian Cathie 674303
Mandy McPherson 674734

Burmington St Barnabas & St Nicholas

Cherington St John the Baptist

Churchwardens

Churchwarden
Secretary
Treasurer

Secretary
Treasurer

Sonia Baker 661459
Michael Macdonald 662483
Sonia Baker 661459
Stuart Walsh, 07870 154425

Roger Maycock 686404
Paul Levitch 686353
Rory McLeod 686278

Long Compton St Peter and St Paul

Whichford St Michael

Churchwardens
Secretary
Treasurer

Churchwardens

Jill Kirby 684923
Zoë Wrigley 650404
Walter Sawyer 684755

Secretary
Treasurer

Mandy James 684479
Sophia Corlett
Lucy Simpson
Jenny Scrivener

Wolford St Michael & All Angels
Churchwarden
Treasurer

John Wrench 674389
Ann McKenna 674009

Parish Councils

Chair

Clerk

Barcheston
Barton-on-the-Heath
Burmington
Cherington
Long Compton
Whichford

David Sutton
James Coker (674601)
Robert Hutchings (661496)
Philip Townsend (686529)
Simon Bing (684827)
Peter O’Kane (684888)

Ann Batchelor (661527)
Julia Gotrel

Sara Cole (686250)
Sam Weller (698870)
Sara Cole (686250)
clerk.whichfordandascott@hotmail.co.uk
Great Wolford
Lynn Mathias (674247)
Sue Finlay (661157)
Little Wolford Parish Meeting Helen Bostock (chairman@littlewolford.org.uk)
If you wish to update information on this page, please email the Editor: editor@swlink.org.uk
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Your votes are in, and the 2021 Cover of the Year, with a landslide of 40.7% of the votes
cast, is the March issue featuring the ‘steaming’ sheep of Sutton-under-Brailes in a
photograph taken by Caroline Gibbs from Whichford. Congratulations Caroline!
A strong second, with 18.5% of the votes cast, was the October cover showing the
new path at Great Wolford Church. The photograph was taken by Marc Hill from the
contractors who laid the new path for the church.
Pressing the October issue hard was the July cover with ‘Bluebell Wood’ (in Oil) by
Great Wolford artist, Sue Osborne. This cover polled 14.8%

The Winner
March
by Caroline Gibbs
(40.7%)

Second
October
by Marc Hill
(18.5%)

Third
July
by Sue Osbourne

(14.8%)
Many thanks for your votes and congratulations to our top
three. If you would like your photograph or artwork on the
cover of The LINK, please do get in contact in good time so
that I can consider your idea. You never know, you may be
on the cover!
Keith Murphy, editor@swlink.org.uk
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10:30 CW
Morning Prayer
(BD)

6th
February

9am BCP
Holy
Communion
(BD/AW)

St Lawrence
Barton

9am BCP
Holy
Communion
(BD)

St Barnabas
& St Nicholas
Burmington
9am BCP
Holy
Communion
(BD)

St John
the Baptist
Cherington

9am BCP
Holy Communion
(BD)

4pm GAP
informal Service
(BD)

10:30 am CW
Morning prayer
(BD)

4pm GAP
informal Service
(BD)

St Peter
& St Paul
Long Compton

10:30 am CW
Morning Prayer
(BD/AW)

St Michael
Whichford

10:30 CW
Holy Communion
(BD)

St Michael
& All Angels
Wolford

BD = Ben Dyson/LM = Liz Maycock/AW = Anthony Wells/CLW = Clare Wells/ HP = Heather Parbury/AD = Andrew Dow/ RS = Richard Smith
BCP = Prayer Book/CW = Common Worship/GAP = Informal Service

27th
February

20th
February

13th
February

St Martin
Barcheston

SW 7
Sunday
Worship

February 2022 CHURCH SERVICES

SCHOOL
NOTES

Editor: Sally Franklin
Email: longcompton@swlink.org.uk

Acorns Primary School and Brailes C of E Primary School News
Proposal Statement: Kineton C of E Primary School Joining The Stour Federation
Multi Academy Trust
There is increasing direction from both the Department
for Education and the Coventry Diocese for schools to
convert to Academy Status and join a Multi Academy
Trust (MAT). Coventry Diocese has directed its family of
schools that they can only join one of seven agreed local
MATs, with The Stour Federation being one of those
choices. The Governing Board of Kineton C of E Primary
School is keen to progress the opportunity to join The
Stour Federation Multi Academy Trust.
Acorns Primary School and Shipston-on-Stour Primary School created The Stour
Federation Multi Academy Trust in September 2014, with Brailes C of E Primary School
joining in August 2021, having worked formally with the MAT since September 2015.
The Stour Federation Trust Board of Directors has resolved to proceed to the next step
of the process, which involves Kineton Primary consulting stakeholders, The Stour
Federation beginning due diligence and gaining approval from the West Midlands
Regional Schools Commissioner.
Kineton Primary is a one-form entry school with a substantive headteacher. I will not
be Executive Headteacher of Kineton Primary. I will remain Executive Headteacher of
Acorns, Brailes and Shipston, alongside the Heads of School and Senior Leadership
Team. My existing duties as Trust Leader (CEO) will expand to include Kineton Primary. I
will continue to lead the Executive Team of the Trust, which currently includes the Heads
of School and would include the Kineton Headteacher.
Vision
The vision of the Stour Federation MAT is to achieve the very best outcomes for children
and staff and that by working together, we are stronger. Through partnership and
collaboration, the MAT aims to develop a group of inspirational and ethical schools
which instil ambition and determination in children and staff, open their minds, widen
their horizons and equip them to succeed in a challenging world.
Kineton Primary is aligned with the schools in The Stour Federation in terms of our
values, curricula, principles and professional development for staff.
School Improvement
A key aspect of the drive to be part of a MAT nationally, is the focus on school
improvement and the significantly increased capacity that this gives to schools to
support each other. All partner schools have a strong record over time, high standards
and good performance, which will only be enhanced further through partnership and
formal collaboration.
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Financial Security
With the ongoing pressures on school funding, the cost savings of schools maximising
economies of scale together is another significant advantage of working together. We
have a responsibility to get value for money for every penny spent in school.
Comments Welcome
The Stour Federation MAT welcomes comments and questions on the proposal. Kineton
Primary is consulting staff, parents and the wider community regarding academy
conversion. We would like to consult with our school communities too.
Due to the pandemic, the consultation will be virtual. Comments can be made via the
following link https://forms.gle/HDbY8Tm9jsMnB5nv9 which will be available until 31st
January 2022*. Comments and questions about the proposals can and will be considered
by our Trust Board and Kineton Primary Governing Body before a final decision is made.
This is an exciting time for our Trust.
Christian Hilton, Executive Headteacher

[* - Ed, Unfortunatley by the time you read this, the page referenced will probably be
closed . Therefore any comments may have to be sent direct to Mr. Hilton]

Winter’s Afternoon - Watercolour by Stourton Artist, Colin Beckett
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FARMING
NOTES

Editor: Lynn Mathias
Email: farming@swlink.org.uk

New Farm Payments
Now we have left the EU, we will see a new system of farm payments. These are devolved,
so arrangements in Wales and Scotland are different. At the moment, the majority of
farms in England are paid a flat rate per hectare and on most farms, this is the difference
between profit and loss; as Jeremy Clarkson found out on his 1,000 acre farm near
Chipping Norton. He made a profit of £140.00 before adding in the current Basic Farm
Payment distributed under the Basic Payment Scheme(BPS).
This payment helps keep the cost of food down by protecting the consumer from the
true cost of production. The BPS was reduced by 5% for 2021 and will be reduced by 20%
for 2022, 35% for 2023 and by 50% for 2024. It is anticipated there will be no further
payments after 2027 and the money will be redistributed under new schemes, the
majority of which have yet to be formulated. The payment for 2021 was £222/ha.
The first new scheme was announced in January - the Sustainable Farming Initiative
(SFI) has three grades: Introductory, Intermediate and Advanced. The payment for the
Introductory Level will be £22/ha, for the Intermediate will be £40/ha and the Advanced
Level has yet to be agreed. DEFRA hope that the SFI will be taken up by 70% of farms by
2028. This is expected to save between 300 and 460 thousand tonnes of CO2 equivalent.
The SFI aims at improving the productivity of the soil. The Introductory Level will require
soil to be tested for organic matter every 5 years and 70% of the land needs to have some
form of green cover over winter. This would be either winter crops or weedy stubble and
the addition of organic matter (slurry, manure etc.) one year in three. However, in a true
example of the right hand not knowing what the left hand is doing, DEFRA announced
last summer that manure could not be spread on bare land in the autumn because of
the risk of run-off into the watercourses. It is not easy to spread manure in the spring
onto a winter sown crop.
The Intermediate Level will include all of the above, plus the winter cover has to
include 20% of green cover. This may include clovers, vetch, birdsfoot trefoil, sainfoin,
yarrow or wild carrot. This green cover is sown in the autumn and either sprayed off or
manually destroyed but left on the soil in the spring and a spring crop sown through it.
On this farm, we are already using cover crops and it is quite noticeable that the deer
think this has been specifically sown for them and spend all their time in these fields.
All these schemes go under the umbrella term of Environmental Land Management
(ELMS) and other schemes will be announced over time, including Local Nature Recovery
and Landscape Recovery. Neither of these are likely to be up and running for another 3
years so there is going to be a lag between the phasing out of the current BPS paying
£222/hectare and any new schemes paying an unknown sum. The only scheme which
has been announced will be paying possibly £40/ha.
Schemes starting in 2022 will also cover grassland soils and Animal Health and Welfare
Reviews but not all the payments have been announced.
Lynn Mathias farms in Great Wolford
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GARDENING
NOTES

Editors:
Margaret Welsh, Long Compton Garden Club
Miranda Arnold, Whichford Amateur Gardener

At the beginning of the year, the days have been generally mild but rather dull, misty
and drizzly with a few heavy frosts and it has been difficult to get motivated to do any
gardening. I have, however, found it rewarding to walk round the garden to observe the
progress of the bulbs and the winter flowering shrubs. Aconites and cyclamen put on a
lovely display at this time of year and the snowdrops are beginning to emerge.
Wintersweet and winter honeysuckle produce lovely scents and winter jasmine provides
a splash of yellow against the wall. Winter flowering shrubs can be pruned as they finish
flowering to maintain their shape and ensure that they flower well next year. Primulas
have been flowering through January in ornamental pots and winter flowering pansies
should continue to flower provided they are continually dead headed.
Seed heads and ornamental grasses in the borders are tending to look rather straggly
now, and I shall cut them down and apply a mulch of garden compost to the soil.
Towards the end of the month, I shall prune shrub roses by about a third and hybrid teas
to 6-8 inches. Wisteria can be pruned by cutting back the side shoots to 2 to 3 buds. You
can feed roses and clematis now. Apply a general purpose fertiliser to boost their growth
when the warmer weather comes.
In the vegetable garden, continue to prepare the soil for sowing and planting in the
spring. The frosts will help to break down soil which has been roughly dug and it will be
easier to level it with a rake. Garden compost can be applied, and weeds should be
continually removed. Onion sets can be planted in late February. Trim off the wispy tips
to prevent the birds pulling them out. I grow perennial sea kale and it can be forced to
produce early leaves. Rhubarb can be similarly forced under a special terra cotta forcer
or under a large, upturned pot. Crowns which have been forced, should then be left to
rest for 2 to3 years. Leeks can be sown under glass. They prefer to germinate in cool
conditions and you don't have to worry about cold nights.
In late February, hazel catkins will be sending out clouds of pollen and it is the
traditional time to prune the shrubs between January and March so that the pollen falls
on the small red female flowers. Saw some of the older, thicker stems to the base. The
pruned stems can be kept as bean poles or pea sticks. In the fruit beds, make sure that
autumn flowering raspberries are cut to the ground. Keep the soil weed free and add
general purpose fertiliser under all fruit bushes as well as garden compost. You can add
to your number of fruit bushes by planting bare root specimens which should still be
available.
Around now, the garden hovers between winter and spring and in intermittent warm
spells, plants may produce soft growth. Be prepared to fleece such growth in frosty
weather. As I have much catching up to do in the garden, I shall try to make the most of
the more clement days and continue to look for signs of spring in the garden.
Margaret Welsh
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I have written about oaks before, and I dare say that I will do so again. A national tree, if
ever there was one, and found everywhere. There is perhaps only one other tree to
match it in stature and this is the beech tree. But you will have to take yourself off to the
Southern Downlands to see many of these.
There are two main native species of oak, the sessile oak and the pedunculate oak.
There are of course many other species of oak such as the cork oak and the Turkey oak
but these you will find only in public parks
and gardens and there is little
resemblance to the sessile and the
pedunculate oak. You won’t find many
sessile oaks in this vicinity, and you will
need to travel West of this country – try for
instance taking a walk through the Forest
of Dean. Physically, the sessile and the
pedunculate oaks have a strong
resemblance and their differences can be
told in the shape of their leaves, their
catkins and the pedunculate’s oak longstalked acorns. In this region, the
pedunculate is dominant in fields, woods,
Sessile Oak Acorns
coppices and hedges.
Travel along the road, and the hedges you see are punctuated every so often with an
oak. Were these there when the hedge was laid or did they spring up afterwards
between the thorn bushes? Were they the result of one ambitious acorn hidden by a
squirrel? The oak was once named the
‘Navy oak’ since at Trafalgar, its wood
went into the making of the ships
which took part. And of course, the
words of the song ‘Hearts of oak are
our ships’ cannot be left out of any
reference to the ships that sailed
before iron and steel replaced the
wood. But oh dear! Our poor oak can
be subject to any number of pests
such as fungi, diseases of leaves,
mildew, moth larvae, deer and rabbit
eating young saplings and many
more. We have one growing in the
meadow behind us. They are amongst
[Ed - could this be the one in the meadow?]
nature’s great survivors.
Photograph by Celia Sawyer
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The news that flocks of birds have brought in avian flu from overseas is anything but
good. As it is, we have enough pests and diseases affecting our wild birds (a 57% decline
in 1997 to 2018). I checked avian flu out with the British Trust for Ornithology and was
told that though they had heard of instances of domestic birds dying, but there was no
direct evidence our wild birds had been affected. An owner of Muscovy ducks himself
had caught it. But the worst report of all is that the disease has killed 4,000 Barnacle
geese in Scotland. A terrible number to lose in so short a time.
Who can but not love a hedgehog? My son in
Holland - lucky chap – has two visiting him in his
garden (are Dutch hedgehogs then more friendly than
ours?) It is years since we have had one here. Far from
being harmful, when they come into your garden, they
may well eat harmful insects inhabiting the area. If you
wish to feed them yourself, I believe your local pet
shop should have a proprietary brand of hedgehog
food. Traffic and decline in the number of meadows
have both contributed to the reduction in numbers. Avoid feeding them milk, for they
are lactose-intolerant, also cheap cat and dog feed, raisins, bread and berries. People
with wooden fences between their houses are urged to cut a small hole in the bottom
of the fence for the hedgehog to move into more than one garden. I wonder how many
do?
It has been discovered that the first creatures able to fly died
out some million or so years ago. The chief problem for these
creatures named quetzalcoatlus - please don’t ask me to
pronounce it – was that they needed to leap eight feet into the
air before they could take off. Now I have every sympathy that
they have not survived but cannot help feeling that to have such
birds about the countryside might prove a little distracting. I
mean, to have such a creature suddenly land on my lawn and
cast its eyes on my feeders of seed or worse still, the birds that
feed from them, would be a bit of a headache. But really, I need
not worry, as their food was obtained by trawling the bottoms
of rivers and lakes for crabs and suchlike creatures. Even the Stour doesn’t boast such
aquatic populations, so we would be safe from its attentions!
Tony Partridge
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A Bazaar End to the Year
The first ‘live’ Parish Council Meeting of 2021 on 25 October (all the others in 2021 had
been online), resulted in a unanimous vote that Barton Village Hall should receive full
Parish Council support. A suggestion was made at the end of the meeting that the
annual Barton ‘end of year’ event should be revived to bolster village hall funds. A project
to hold a Bazaar in the hall emerged and was led by Suzie Coker, support by Jules, Helen
and Kay with Friday 17 December set as the date.
It is not unusual in Barton that the project soon took on a life of its own. Themes for
stalls were chosen and volunteers soon took on the tasks of organising and managing
stalls, catering and booze. (BYOB at that stage had not emerged as a popular acronym!).
Steering through the government guidelines on social gatherings was touch and go, yet
Friday 17 December evolved into an outdoor event under a clear cold evening, with
Christmas lights and a blazing fire bowl.

Happy Christmas!

And the dogs came too – (reluctantly)

Most of the village attended but not that many from outside Barton. The evening
concluded with a tombola to raise a grand total of just under £1000 for the village hall –
almost covering the running costs for 2021.

Extraordinary PC Meeting - 29 December 2021
This short notice Parish Council meeting was held using Zoom to consider a single item
– a planning application appeal for a change of use of a paddock to residential use. After
a detailed discussion and a vote by councillors, the Chairman confirmed that the Parish
Council would reiterate its objection as it had in its original statement of objections filed
against the original application.
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Beneficial Book Group
On Sunday 9 January the group talked about Agent Sonya by Ben Macintyre, which had
been suggested because of the intriguing fact that ‘Sonya’ ended her career at nearby
Great Rollright, an apparently well-regarded member of the community, known for
baking delicious scones.
She was born Ursula Kuczynski in Berlin in 1907, and being Jewish, was fiercely antiNazi. In this way she was drawn to the Russians and Communism. Her amazing story is
told here, with postings to China, Poland and Switzerland and finally, Oxford. The book
is called ‘Agent Sonya, lover, mother, soldier, spy’ and she was all of these things.
Everyone agreed that Ben Macintyre, a well-known journalist, had provided an
amazingly detailed study, which was well-written, engaging and the local connection
was particularly interesting.
The next meeting will be on Sunday 6 February at 5.30 pm at Barton House. We will
talk about Klara and the Sun by Kazuo Ishiguro. This, being the last in our very enjoyable
book choices, we need more suggestions for the coming season. Please do bring one or
two books and we will vote as usual for those we would all like to read.
Gillian Cathie

Road Numbers and Potholes
Very rarely are national minor road numbers shown on signs or maps (including the
Ordnance Survey). The exception is on road closure announcements. Barton is plagued
by potholes in its approach roads, the C107 from Kitebrook and D6703 from Great
Wolford. In fact, these numbers are important because many central government road
funding plans are related to road designations with C and D classification roads which
are well down the list – however, we live in hope.
Potholes – the result of a 17th century practice of locals, who made pottery at home
and dug clay from their roads to make their pots. Barton clearly had [Ed – has?] lots of
home potters.
John Castle
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Village Hall Activities
Cancelled Events
Unfortunately, we have had to cancel several of our events due to the pandemic.
However, at our recent village hall committee meeting, we decided that we will continue
to hold events for all our residents. But we are asking that everyone, if they can to please,
please, please book ahead. This allows us to keep the events running if we have enough
interest and minimise wastage and costs. Several events have been cancelled and
afterwards people have said ‘Oh I would have come’ but didn’t let us know.
Unfortunately, the committee’s talents do not yet run to mind reading!
Lebanese Evening – 12 February
So with that in mind, if you would like to come to Michael’s talk What I do in the Desert
and/or the Lebanese meal evening on Saturday 12 February, please contact Sonia on
01608 661459.
St. David’s Day Quiz and Supper with a Welsh Theme
To celebrate St. David’s Day, we will be having a Quiz Night and Supper with a Welsh
theme on Friday 4 March. More information will come in a leaflet. Meanwhile, please
contact Dick on 07718 890993.
Village Breakfast and Coffee Morning
We will be having our Village Breakfast on Saturday 5 February and a Coffee Morning on
Thursday 24 February. (Please contact Robyn on 07966 849149)
Can you help us with a Name?
The Committee’s inventiveness sadly ran out at the last meeting. We’re looking for a
different name for the coffee morning as it isn’t actually just a coffee morning.
Burmington Brews? Bertie’s Bakes? Community Cakes? Cake in the Community? These
were some of names we came up with. Do please text us with your suggestions because
we think ours are a bit rubbish! 07966 849149. Looking forward to receiving your ideas.
Robyn Sutton

Katharine House Hospice – Burmington Aluminum Recycling
On 30th January it will be a year since we started collecting aluminum foil, trays, cans
etc. in a bin outside the village hall in aid of the Katharine House Hospice. As part of the
Whichford project, it has been a well-supported local success.
Thanks go to everyone who has contributed to this very worthwhile cause. Please help
to keep the collection going. Thank you.
Julia Anne Sykes
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‘What I do in the Desert’
A talk by Michael Macdonald on his archaeological work in the Middle East. Following
the success of his talk in October last year, Michael is repeating the talk this month. It will
be followed by a simplified supper with mezze and Lebanese desserts.
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Santa visits Burmington on Christmas Eve
Thanks to the invitation sent by Macaulay boys, Peter and Harry, Santa Claus
visited Burmington again on Christmas Eve, checking on village children and
distributing small presents in preparation for his later visits.
He was not impressed with the soggy bunch of Burmington Carol singers he
encountered on his visit who were abandoning their singing on the excuse of heavy rain.
‘Feeble lot!’, he was heard to exclaim to his pair of accompanying elves.

Link Christmas Card
Julia Anne Sykes would like to thank everyone who donated so generously to the
Burmington Village Christmas card which was delivered to every house in the village.
Total donations (including gift aid) amounted to £270. This will go towards the upkeep
of Burmington Church.

[Many thanks to Julia from Burmington Parochial Church Council for organising the
Christmas card collection]
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Village Lottery
The January draw:
1st Jeremy Clark £80

2nd Alan Wright £45

3rd Jo Thompson £30

Congratulations to our winners and thank you for your continued support. For more
information on joining, please contact me on 686293 or steveallkins53@gmail.com
Steve Allkins

Cherington & Stourton Neighbourhood Watch
I’m your local co-ordinator and welcome reports of suspicious
behaviour. Please let me know about anything that seems to you
to be a little bit out of the ordinary as your information might just
be the piece of the jigsaw that helps solve a problem.
Everything is completely confidential, please contact me on
07866 127409/ 686288 or christinedudfield53@gmail.com
Christine Dudfield

Christmas Greetings Donations
A big thank you to all who have donated to St. John the Baptist church in lieu of
sending cards to our friends in the villages. We have raised the grand total of £1,174.
Thank you once again for your tremendous support of our beautiful church.

Brailes Picturehouse
Saturday 19 February - James Bond: No Time to Die
(Doors Open 7.00 pm, start at 7.30 pm)
Bond has left active service and is enjoying a tranquil life in Jamaica. His peace is
short-lived when his old friend Felix Leiter from the CIA turns up asking for help. The
mission to rescue a kidnapped scientist turns out to be far more treacherous than
expected, leading Bond onto the mysterious villain armed with dangerous technology.
Stars, Daniel Craig, Lea Seydous, Rami Malek, Ben Whishaw, Jeffery Wright and Ralph
Fiennes.

Dream Horse was postponed (22 January) will now be shown 19 March - in time for
the jumps racing season!
Future screenings: 19 March - Dream Horse and 9 April - Kind Hearts & Coronets
2022: Ticket price rise - £5.00 and Under 15s £3.50
Deirdre and Team
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Chipping Norton Wednesdays
Bus Shelter 9.48 am, Featherbed Lane 9.50 am, Stourton Crossroads 9.52 am
Returning at 12.44 pm
Banbury Morrisons Thursdays
Featherbed Lane 9.42 am Stourton Crossroads 9.52 am
Returning at 12.44 pm
Fridays Shipston-on-Stour
Bus shelter 9.20 am, Featherbed Lane 9.23 am, Stourton Crossroads 9.25 am
Returning at 11.10 am
Saturdays Stratford-upon-Avon
Bus Shelter 9.06 am, Featherbed Lane 9.09 am, Stourton Crossroads 9.11 am
Returning at 12.20 pm

The Hall Coffee Shop

Come along and enjoy a cuppa and a chat in our lovely hall. It’s a great chance to meet
people if you’re new to the village. We look forward to seeing you. Would you like to
help out? Then please call Christine on 01608 686288 or 07866 127409
Christine Dudfield & Tricia Wilson
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Cherington
Whilst I have previously written about the Stour Valley, I have been even more
interested in the village of Cherington, which is just 23 miles from Oxford and 13 miles
from Shakespeare’s Stratford.
When we moved from Dorset in 2004, we didn’t know the area at all until a
colleague told us about this pretty South Warwickshire location on the Northern tip of
the Cotswolds. We are still here largely because the journey, with exquisite hills, fields
and valleys only took 25 minutes to my school where I was teaching in Bourton on the
Water.
Cherington has an impressive history. I have used the Shipston Library and read two
books on it. One is The History of the County of Warwickshire, Vol 5. The other is
Margaret Dickins’ Little History of Cherington.
Cherington has an array of amazing buildings. Many are from the 17th century and
mostly built from limestone quarried from Margetts Hill, which is one of our regular
walks. The roofs are stone tiles, slates and thatch.
There are also some nineteenth century brick houses coming from the brickworks in
Weston Park. The park was part of the 6,500-acre Sheldon family estate. The family
created the famous Sheldon Tapestries. Cherington had a Manor House and has a
twelfth century church, many interesting buildings and a public house.
The Weston Manor House, owned in 1716 by Henry Brighton, was demolished and
now there is little evidence of it other than a nearby icehouse. A nineteenth century
house overlooks southerly views towards Brailes hill and is further east of the Park.
The church of St. John the Baptist was first recorded in the eleventh century. There
has been much restoration and repair. In 1279 Ralph de Wylinton was the patron of
Cherington and his family had the right of the manor and church until 1658. There are
many beautiful, coloured church windows. Reverend John Warner collected the
coloured glass from the Cherington grounds and as far away as Winchester. In the days
of Cromwell, most churches lost their windows.
The five church bells in 1742 came from Henry Bagley’s works. In 2006, a long
overdue Bell restoration was funded by villagers, the chime of the bells can be heard
from Cherington as far as Brailes and Whichford when the wind is in the right direction.
The roof of the church has been restored
several times. The most recent was in 2012/13
when the iron was removed from the roof. The
villagers helped raise money and I had a stall at
the Cherington Flower Show where I made my
postcard paintings and lavender bags. As a
consequence, I was able to donate £360
towards the roof.
A notable feature of the church is the
Franklin tomb and effigy of 1320. This can be
found in the Nave facing the thirteenth century
east window. This attracts many visitors.
Ann Holland
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Long Compton Village Hall
We started the year with a positive attitude, but I suppose it was inevitable that the
Omicron variant would have an effect on our January plans. After much deliberation, we
took the decision to cancel the Social Saturday and postpone the Quiz Night with Fish &
Chip Supper. This has the advantage that it gives you all a little longer to swat up on the
Encyclopaedia Britannica and get your teams booked in. We're thinking it'll probably be
in April but we will, of course, keep you posted here in The LINK, on the Long Compton
Village Hall and Long Compton Village Group Facebook pages and the Long Compton
Parish Council website. If we have to cancel a future event at the last minute, we will
display a notice in the Village Stores.

If you would like to help at our events, especially the Social Saturday, please do
come forward as serving 30+ hungry and thirsty customers can be pretty hectic, and
more hands would help.
Mo Read, Chair, Long Compton Village Hall
684130, 07814802814 or lcvillagehall@yahoo.co.uk
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Harry Dodds
LINK readers will be sad to learn that Harry Dodds died at home in Long Compton on
Sunday 9 January after a long illness, which he bore with his characteristic patience and
good humour.
Harry, his wife Caroline, and their son Rupert (and their dogs) moved from Charlbury
to Long Compton in 2012 and very quickly made friends locally as they became involved
in village life. Tall and distinguished, Harry was often to be seen walking his dog Gus in
and around the village, usually with Caroline at his side. A devoted couple, Harry and
Caroline celebrated their Golden Wedding in 2018, having married whilst Harry was still
an undergraduate at New College Oxford, where he studied English.
Harry had a very successful career in education – first as a teacher, then as a lecturer
at Oxford Brookes, and teacher training examiner. He was also a columnist for the Times
Educational Supplement. Although he wore his knowledge lightly, Harry could always
be relied upon for an apt literary reference or quote. Calm and authoritative, but with a
ready smile and dry sense of humour, it was easy to see that he would have been a very
effective and encouraging teacher.
As Harry gradually retired from work commitments, he took on several voluntary roles
in the village, principally as a Parish Councillor and also as Editor of the Long Compton
pages of The LINK. He also wound the church clock twice a week, until his illness made
climbing the church tower too difficult. His many hobbies and interests included the
restoration of old woodworking tools, of which he had a large collection. A keen observer
of nature and an enthusiast for country life, Harry took great interest in all matters
agricultural and spent many happy times in conversation with John Richardson at
Yerdley Farm.
Harry was elected to Long Compton Parish Council in 2014 and continued to serve
even when his health was failing. In the words of Bill Cook, Chairman of the Council
through most of Harry’s tenure: ‘Harry was amongst the most hardworking and diligent
of Parish Councillors. His research of planning, flooding and other issues (with the help
of Caroline) and presentation of the facts in a clear and coherent manner gave many a
would-be developer and public servant reasons to appreciate that Long Compton was
not a village to be taken lightly! The impact of Harry’s contributions was all the greater
for the unfailingly courteous and measured manner in which his points were made. He
stayed with the Council for as long as his health allowed and overall, gave us and the
village some six years of good sense and good humour. Always a decent and fair-minded
man, he will be much missed.’
Besides Harry's many other activities, he was for the best part of six years (2015 - 2021)
the Long Compton Village Editor for The LINK magazine. Harry was also the instigator of
the section in the magazine now called School Notes. Always making sure all the
community was represented, he was keen not to forget the schools in Long Compton
and Brailes. LINK Editor Keith Murphy commented that Harry's advice was always most
reassuring, and it was ‘always wise to listen to his words, as well as his calming voice. The
LINK magazine benefited greatly from his quiet influence.’
In accordance with his wishes, and in character with his modesty and quiet ways,
Harry’s family held a private funeral. He will be remembered with great affection by all
who knew him.
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Long Compton Church Window
The fine photograph from Celia Sawyer that’s on the cover of this magazine prompted
me to ask a few questions about the dedication for the window. Celia supplied a further
photograph of a memorial plaque that is set into the wall close by the window.
Maybe LINK readers can give me and Jill Kirby some assistance? I have obtained a
translation of the Latin inscription. It reads:

Memorial to the honour of God and in pious
memory of Henry Daniel Leeves, Chaplain to
her Majesty's Mission at Athens.- Died 8th
May 1845
Leeves was for many years a missionary in
the service of the British and Foreign Bible
Society, residing at Constantinople, Syria
and Athens. He translated the Old and New
Testaments into modern Greek. In 1838, he
returned to England for some time, and
while there, translated the Liturgy of the
Church into modern Greek for the S.P.C.K.
He was born in Somerset in 1789 and was at Oxford University from 1805 to 1820. He
died in 1845 and is buried in the Anglo-American Cemetery in Beirut, Lebanon.
Of course, the plaque may have nothing to do with the window, but the window does
appear to contain some Greek letters in the glass. Is any reader able to tell me what
connection this eminent scholar Henry Leeves had with Long Compton?
Keith Murphy, editor@swlink.org.uk
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NSPCC Fundraiser - Target £10,000!
My name is Rosemarie (Roz) Smart and I live in Long Compton.
Driven by the recent shocking and distressing details that emerged from the case of
Arthur Labinjo-Hughes highlighting harrowing neglect and abuse, I felt I wanted to try
and do something positive to help the NSPCC in its continuing vital work to help children
in need - to give them hope. I have a grandson the same age as Arthur and it seemed
to me, that no child should experience such horror, such lack of love and care.
Therefore, approaching my 70th year, I intend to play 6 different golf courses on 3
consecutive days and would be so grateful if you could give a donation, no matter how
small to help me achieve my target of £10,000 for the NSPCC. You can donate through
the link below, all donations should go directly to the NSPCC. Please feel free to circulate
amongst friends, family, church etc.
Thank you so much.
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/rozsgolfchallenge
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The Long Compton Singers
We are a bunch of enthusiastic amateurs who really enjoy singing for pleasure. We sing
carols, songs from musicals and pieces both ancient and modern. If you are interested in
joining us, no matter what your ability, please contact Paul Creed on 07508 482104 or
Karen Rogers 07815 300645 or come along to the village hall on Thursday evenings at
7.30 pm.
We will be resuming our programme in the New Year. We are also looking for a pianist,
so if you can play and would like to join us, please let us know.
Karen Rogers 07815 300645

Long Compton Neighbourhood Watch
Our local co-ordinator is Jordan Boswell, who would very much welcome
reports of suspicious behaviour. Do let him know about anything that
seems to you to be out of the ordinary. Your information might just be
the little piece of the jigsaw that helps solve a problem. All calls and
emails are completely confidential – your name will not be made public.
Contact Jordan on 07795 008998, or at jordanlboswell@hotmail.com

Departure from Long Compton
Sadly, after 36 happy years, age and health are telling us to move to smaller more
manageable housing, so if all goes well, we shall be moving to sheltered housing in
Chipping Norton on Friday18 March.
Of course, a move like this means we have to downsize. We sell, we give away to
friends, charity and family but still a few things remain so we are having a garage sale on
Saturday 5 March (or later if you can't come then) at 12 Compton Court. Any money that
we make we will divide between the Friends of Long Compton Church and Katharine
House Hospice.
Our new address will be 5,Willow Gardens, Russell Way, Chipping Norton, OX7 5FX.
Our email and telephone remain the same.
Thank you all for making Long Compton such a welcoming place. Please come and
see us in our new home.
Jim and Doreen Cunnington

Comptonians
Our meeting in January was cancelled, but Bill Cook has kindly agreed to give his talk on
Long Compton in World War Two on Wednesday 16 February. We shall also serve tea
and cakes. Please meet in the village hall at 2.00 pm. New members are always welcome.
Margaret Welsh 01608 684238

Long Compton Combined Charities
The Combined Charities Trustees met in January and under consideration is the
updating of the Governing Document. A request was also made that the Charity are
included on the village website which will give access to the Grant Request Form.
Elizabeth Gilkes 07791 621778
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100 Club News
Draw 1
1st Prize
2nd Prize
3rd Prize
4th Prize

58
45
50
158

Paul Nossiter
Lindsay Forbes
Mr & Mrs Taylor
Mavis Easum

Draw 2
1st Prize
2nd Prize
3rd Prize
4th Prize

179 Caroline Paxford
148 Sue Wimshurst
224 Mr & Mrs Yates
171 Mr & Mrs Morley

The first draw of 2022 will take place at the Social Saturday at the hall on Saturday 12
February. The draw collectors are out now selling places in the draws, and you should
have received your fridge magnet and details of how to join. Please join now if you
have not already done so to support the hall.
Chris Galloway 684234

The Compton Creatives
For those of you who don't know us, we are a group who enjoy arts and crafts, with an
emphasis on textiles. We meet monthly, usually on the third Monday of the month.
Sometimes we just work on our own projects whilst indulging in coffee, cakes and
chat. Sometimes one of us holds a mini workshop, and sometimes we have an outside
teacher come to take a workshop. We also enjoy outings to exhibitions and places of
interest. If you would like to join us, please contact me.
caroline.nixon@btinternet.com or jhburras@yahoo.co.uk

Long Compton Bridge Club
Sadly, due to covid restrictions, it is too uncomfortable to play in the hall at the moment,
but we will start again as soon as these restrictions are lifted. In the meantime, anyone
interested should contact me for further details.
Chris Galloway 684234
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Ebenezer Congregational Chapel
The School PTA used the Chapel in December for their successful Santa trail. Our lastminute attempt at Santa was a rather thin affair. But perhaps he was getting ready for
the Christmas goodies to come!
The New Year service on 2 January was well received and enjoyed by those who
attended as shown below. Sadly, the Whist Drive was a casualty of covid. We will be
rescheduling this later in the spring.

Santa’s
thinner
brother!

Tidy the
Library?

Our Porch Book Swap has proved very popular, and we have a lot of books. We need
someone to keep an eye on this and rotate the books and pass on those that have been
on the shelves for a while. Anyone who would like to volunteer for this job would be
gratefully received! Please contact Elizabeth or Sally, please …!
You will have seen the finished car park hardstanding in the photograph above. A
great job for which we thank the two gentlemen who gave their time and equipment to
finish it. It took over 50 tons of stone, so all your contributions were well used.
We now need to landscape the edges and plant the Memorial Garden in the corner.
We hope to get this done in the spring. Any volunteers for weeding and planting?
Contact us if you feel you can help.
The Craft Markets will return on Sunday 6 March at 2.00 pm and then monthly on the
first Sunday of each month. We will be selling refreshments, so tea and cake will be
available for afternoon tea.
We will have regular monthly services on the third Sunday of each month at 3.30 pm
commencing on Sunday 20 March. We look forward to seeing you.
Sally Franklin 07870 545431 or Elizabeth Gilkes 07791 621778

Long Compton & District Walkers
January usually brings renewed enthusiasm for restarting the monthly walks after
perhaps a spot of overindulgence during Christmas. But for a variety of reasons, not all
covid related, we could only muster three willing souls to tackle the less than favourable
conditions.
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Consequently, it was decided to defer the first walk of the New Year until February,
when hopefully everyone will be fit and able to join the group. There is always a
reluctance to cancel a walk, but sometimes that seems to be the only sensible option.
Tuesday 8 February is when the next walk will take place, meeting at 9.30 am in the
car park at the Red Lion.
Jan Treadaway 01608 684553

Village Organisations
Long Compton and District Garden Club - Contact Anthony Wells 684337 or Lesley Roberts 684545
Compton and District History Society - Contact Diana Cook 684771
Comptonians - Contact Margaret Welsh 684238
Village Hall - Mo Read on 684130, 07814 802814 or lcvillagehall@yahoo.co.uk
Compton Creatives - caroline.nixon@btinternet.com or jhburras@yahoo.co.uk
Long Compton & District Walkers - Jan Treadaway 684553
Long Compton Short Mat Bowls - Club Contact Adrian on 684024
Long Compton Bridge Club - Chris Galloway 684234
The Friends of Long Compton Church e: friendslcchurch@gmail.com
f: @friendsoflongcomptonchurch and https://www.friendsofloncomptonchurch.com/
Long Compton Sports Club:
Secretary: Andrew Lund-Yates 07813 032144/ 01451 820467 andrewlundyates@gmail.com
Cricket: Andrew Badham 07900-466339 andrewbadham@icloud.com

The view over The Stour towards Whichford Wood from the Burmington Road.
Photograph by Tony Wells.
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Christmas Eve
We held our traditional Nine Lessons and Carols outside the Church – reduced to five
lessons and carols – in the pouring rain! Thank you to everyone who came – we’ll all
remember the year it was outside, and we got very wet.
Thank you to Ben for taking the service from the porch and to Julian for playing the
organ very loudly and to everyone who brought much-needed mulled wine and also to
Diana for her mince pies.

Sophia Corlett

Jumble Sale - St. Michael’s Church

Sophia Corlett 684369, Mandy James 684479
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Mavis Fortey (née Frisby) 1943 – 2021
Mavis was born to Florence and Bill Frisby in Birmingham in April 1943 during the Second
World War, where she and her husband Len, first met as small children before beginning
‘courting’ in 1966. Len had moved to 5 Roman Row in 1950 with his parents Charles and
Louise Fortey and his brother Leslie, and after Len and Mavis’s marriage in 1970, they
spent the first year of their married life in the family home before moving out to their
own home, 2 De Mohun Crescent, where Mavis was to spend the rest of her life.
In August 1970, Mavis began work at Parker Knoll, the well-known furniture
manufacturers, becoming a highly skilled sewing machinist in the upholstery
department. It was a job Mavis loved, remaining there for 34 years until the factory
closed the site, and their sitting room still contains a suite Mavis made there many years
ago.
Mavis’s brother David and his wife Joan remained in Birmingham with their two
children John and Wendy. Mavis was a devoted auntie and she and Len used to share
holidays in St. Ives with David and his family for many years. Len and Mavis retained a
love of Cornwall, with their last holiday there together in June last year.
Sadly, Mavis was diagnosed with throat cancer just over two years ago and was looked
after at home by Len, with David and Joan frequently visiting for weekends to help out
and keep them both company. Shipston Home Nursing were constant visitors over
Mavis’s last couple of months and Len would like to express his very great thanks and
appreciation to them for all their help.
On 5 October last year Mavis was admitted to the Horton Hospital and died there on
8 October, with Len staying all night with her and by her side to the end. They had been
married for 51 years. Mavis leaves a very big gap in her family.
Melanie Arnold

Whichford Pantry Christmas Lunches
Marvellously, this last Christmas was a very different affair from 2020 and many of those
who had lunches last year, were able to spend Christmas with their friends and families
this time round. However, those who did have lunches enjoyed them greatly and they
were much appreciated. Thank you to those who made this happen again.
Caroline Gibbs

The Reading Room Draw
Congratulations to Melanie Arnold who was the winner of the January Reading Room
draw.
Jenny Scrivener
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Helen Sabin (1975 – 25 December 2021)
David Yuill (1952 – 25 December 2021)
Helen Sabin was born into a family both sides of which, have been in the local area for
generations past. Her father Walter’s in Whichford and her mother Margaret Walker’s in
Brailes.
Helen was born in Red Brick Cottage on Whichford Hill (the house no longer exists but
was on the left as you went out of the village past the green) and she had two sisters,
Wendy and Joanna. Wendy was the eldest, passing away 7 years ago. Joanna still lives in
the area.
The sisters attended school in Whichford, in what is now The Old School and Helen’s
would have been one of the last few year groups there before it closed in the mid-1980s.
After a period living in North March Chapel, near Grimsby, Helen moved back to
Whichford about 10 years ago to live with and look after her mother Margaret, by now
living in 12 De Mohun Crescent, and it was about this time that Helen met David, often
known in the village as Geordie Dave.
Dave had moved to Whichford after working as a bus driver for a long time, driving
tour buses in Scotland and Ireland. He has a son, Thomas. Dave worked at Whichford
House and lived in a flat in the grounds. Helen, who was also working at the House,
moved in to the flat with Dave after her mother Margaret’s death. They then moved on
to Yew Tree Cottage in Ascott for a couple of years and were latterly living and caretaking
at Leasowe Farm, in Whichford?
Dave was hospitalised with cancer before Christmas and died on the evening of
Christmas Day. Helen had been preparing to visit Dave when she fell at home and died
in hospital on the morning of Christmas Day.
Dave was a hard-working man, and generous with his time and help for his friends
and neighbours. Helen was known for her lovely nature, Joe Harvey particularly
remembering her many chats with him, having known her since she was a small child.
Melanie Arnold
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Fish & Chips Takeaways 2022
Following our successes in 2020 and 2021, we have decided to continue the takeaways
into 2022 and thank you to everyone who has shown their support for us.
We had one on Saturday 29 January and are planning another later in February – date
to be decided – so if you are interested in joining us and have not done so before, then
please contact me to be put on our mailing list – annmckenna3@sky.com or 01608
674009
Also, we just wanted to say a big thank you to Fleur and her helpers who put up the
wonderful Christmas lights in the tree on the village green in Great Wolford and Sarah &
Graham for the beautiful Christmas tree at the front of the church. We had so many
comments from those who collected their fish & chips from the December takeaway
saying how lovely the village looked and how Christmassy it all was. Your work is much
appreciated
Ann McKenna & Wolford PCC

The Wolford WI Centenary Year
Yes, there has been a WI in The Wolfords for one hundred years which is an impressive
achievement. As a WI, we support campaigns at the highest-level, championing changes
that benefit both women, and rural communities. The speakers at our meetings cover a
wide range of informative topics and stimulate debate. Most importantly, we are
celebrating friendships we have made through the WI and of course, we make great
cakes!
So it was with great disappointment that our centenary dinner in January, which was
the month we were founded in, had to be postponed due to covid. We still celebrated
on Wednesday 26 January, raising a glass to friends - but only by Zoom.
This was just the first of events to celebrate this year.
Our Wednesday 2 February meeting will also be Zoom. Matt Nixon’s talk is entitled My
Book of Breaths. Matt was inspired by a line at his Grandad’s funeral and began to write
down all his achievements and the challenges he had overcome in an A-Z book. One of
his challenges was a 100-mile skate down a frozen lake in Outer Mongolia!
Matt is a mental health first aider and believes that looking back on your positive
memories and the experiences you have had, can boost your emotional wellbeing and
fuel your future. To find out more, join us or see www.themattnixon.co.uk
If you would like to join us at a Zoom or live meeting or come to a coffee and chat
locally to meet some of us, please contact: President Gilly Davis, 07812 344598, Secretary
Theresa Wakeham, 686098 or Sarah Franklin 674615.
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Wolford Church News
Do you ever wonder who keeps our churchyard in such good order? It is Simon Parker.
Many visitors to the graves of relatives comment on its well cared for state. Indeed, just
one was the son of the Reverend Dennis Brown and his wife Jean – our last vicar to live
in the village 1984-1996. Simon not only mows the grass, he tends to the gravestones
and does the odd bit of dry stone walling.
Have you noticed the new noticeboard?
This was arranged and erected by John (our
indefatigable Church Warden) and Shirley
Wrench. It was made by Geoff Shuttleworth.
It was put up just before the old one
collapsed!
Do you know that the floral decorations in
the Church are amongst the best in the area?
The roster of those who arrange our flowers
is run by Sarah Franklin. We are so
appreciative of the artistry of all who do this.
This year Sarah initiated the idea of a
Christmas tree by the Church gate.
The vestibule and vestry have been
redecorated by Pawel Otrzasek from
Chipping Norton. The vestry had been
described by an officiating minister as the
most awful cubby hole he had ever visited in
his many years in the Church! Also, the
churchyard wall has been restored by Gareth
Williams – a master stonewaller from
Moreton - it collapsed in three places during the year. All this work and maintenace was
made possible by the fantastic fundraising undertaken by Ann Mckenna with her winter
monthly fish and chips, so well supported by many in SW7 Benefice.
Finally, we are so grateful to Severn Trent for resurfacing the path to the Church
during last summer.

The Wolfords Village Hall One Hundred Club
The January winners were as follows;
1st prize – Richard Goodman
2nd prize – Henry Warriner
3rd prize – Janet Pope
Many congratulations to the above. Please let me know if you would like to have more
shares as the club is still short of 100 shares. Of course, multiple shares do increase the
chance of winning! All proceeds go to help with the upkeep of the village hall.
James van Helden
40

St Michael and All Angels Church Flowers
Once again, the church was decorated beautifully for Christmas so thank you to the
flower arrangers and all those involved with the Christmas trees, inside and out. The
flower arranging group looks after the flowers all year round to make sure the church is
bright and gives a warm welcome to the services and all who visit.
We are a friendly group and experience is not a necessity. A love of flowers and a
willingness to give it a go will soon see someone new enjoying the benefits of friendship
and spending time in our beautiful church. So, if you are interested or would like to find
out more, please give Sarah a ring on 01608 674615.
We would also appreciate anyone who has interesting foliage in their garden and
would be happy for us to cut from time to time or is able to bring some into the church
on Festival weekends such as Easter or autumn. The hedgerows around us are great, but
as the cost of flowers rise and with sustainability in mind, I am keen to include as much
different foliage as we can into our arrangements. Again, contact Sarah on 01608 674615
if you can help. Thank you.
Sarah Franklin

Can't see the trees for the wood!
Photograph by Charlie Waite, sent in by Wolfords LINK Reader Jennifer Green after a New Year walk.
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Please do Visit our Website
It’s all there – back issues, copy dates, how to get
online, the monthly diary page and how to submit
your advert.
It’s our ‘shop window’ – do have a look at
https://www.swlink.org.uk/

This site is accessible to all. It’s
just the most recent copies of
the magazine are protected by
a password. Subscribe online
and you can read the current
issues from this site
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Poetry
Notes

Email: editor@swlink.org.uk

February is always a fascinating month. I find difficult to remember which is a leap year
and which isn’t. To save you all ‘googling’ it, 2022 is not a leap year, so all those readers
born on 29 February (do we have any?), will have to wait another two years.
The origins of the leap year are highly mathematical. The earth spins on its axis and
one complete rotation takes the period of time we call a day – exactly 24 hours.
Unfortunately, the amount of time it takes the earth to completely circle the sun is not
an exact number of days; it takes 365.24 days. Therefore, once every 4 years, a day is
added in leap year. That would be fine if the sun orbit time was 365.25 days.
Given this small, but inconvenient difference, a leap year will be missed if the year is
a multiple of 100, but not a multiple of 400. Under this arrangement, the year 2000 was
a leap year, but the year 1900 (which is a year you may have expected to be a leap year),
was not.
The Henriksen family from Andenes, Norway currently holds the official record for the
most number of children born in one family on leap day. Karin Henriksen gave birth to
three children on February 29; her daughter Heidi in 1960 and her sons Olav and LeifMartin in 1964 and 1968. Pretty impressive!
The poem that prompted these thoughts was sent to me by LINK reader Kit
Humphrey. It tells of the pros and cons of being what is sometimes called a ‘leapling’ or
a ‘leapster’.

Leap for Joy
Uncomplaining, I sit, and wait,
And ask the time that it will take,
Until my birthday comes round again,
Three years in four – it’s just the same!
My calendar rarely shows my natal day,
‘Cept once in four I hear it say,

Happy birthday! – it’s now arrived,
That’s four more years you have survived.
This year my month count’s not twenty-nine,
Saddened, I sit - I begin to pine,
But thinking on this problem mean,
I leap for joy!
For when you’re seventy-six, I’ll be just nineteen!
Kit Humphrey

Please keep your poetry suggestions coming; writing them for us would be even
better! Please be sure to submit your suggestions in good time bearing in mind that
more recent poems will often be protected by copyright and if this is the case, the
publisher’s permission will need to be obtained.
Keith Murphy, editor@swlink.org.uk
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KEEP PAPERWORK &
FAMILY HISTORY SAFE

Surinderpal Singh,
LL.M TEP

I provide a confidential service to help
you clear your mind and your valuable
space in your home or office.
This includes:

Solicitor
Wills, Trusts, Probate,
Capacity Advice &
Mediation

Organising personal/business papers
or photos and converting them into a
digital format if you wish.
Preparing family history to store or
give to a relative or museum etc.

01608 684 860
Mob/SMS:07542 000080

*Free consultation and quotation.
*References provided.
Call Sarah on 07971 554112 or email
Lifestore.enquiries@gmail.com

amrittrust@iamlaw.co.uk
Counselling, and Art Psychotherapy
Integrative Arts
Psychotherapeutic Counsellor
Caroline Moss (IATE UKCP)
The aim of therapy is to help people to
make their lives and relationships more
fulfilled. It is useful for a wide range of
issues, feelings and behaviours. It can
be for people who want to bring about
change as well as those who are
temporarily unable to cope. As the
therapeutic relationship develops, we
will explore your inner world in a safe,
non-judgemental and confidential
space and as you learn new insights into
yourself, change will naturally follow.
Individual or Group Therapy.
For all ages.
For more information, please contact
Caroline: caroline@theraptree.com
07538 339811 www.theraptree.com
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THE WOLFORDS
VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for children’s parties, meetings, classes,
family gatherings, BBQs, company training
- seats 50 - 60, (80 standing)
- excellent disabled access
- well-equipped, modern kitchen
Bookings:
https://www.thewolfordsvillagehall.org.uk
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