EVENTS
DIARY

Contact: The Editor
Email: editor@swlink.org.uk

Events Update
January (VH = Village Hall; Ch = Church)
Sat
Sun
Wed
Sat
Sun
Tue
Tue
Thurs
Sat
Sat
Mon
Wed
Sat
Sat
Mon
Tue
Wed
Thurs
Sat
Mon

01
02
05
08
09
11
11
13
15
15
17
19
22
22
24
25
26
27
29
31

New Year’s Day Breakfast, Burmington VH
New Year Celebration, Ebenezer Congregational Chapel, Long Compton
Mobile Library in Cherington
Social Saturday, Long Compton VH
Beneficial Book Group, Barton House
CAMEO SW7 Lunch Club, Burmington VH
Long Compton Bridge Club, VH
Long Compton Book Club
Quiz + Fish and Chips, Long Compton VH
Closing date for Reception applications, Brailes and Acorns Schools
Last day to vote for LINK 2021 Cover of the Year
Comptonians, Long Compton VH
Curry and Quiz Night, Burmington VH
Brailes Picturehouse – Dream Horse
Mobile Library in Cherington
Long Compton Bridge Club, VH
Shipston Literary Society, Newbold Village Hall
Village Hall Coffee Morning, Burmington VH
Whist Drive, Ebenezer Congregational Chapel, Long Compton
Deadline to express an interest in Little Wolford Parish Meeting (Officers Required)

10.00
14.30
13.40
11.00
17.30
12.00
19.30
19.00

14.00
18.30
13.40
14.00
19.30
10.30
15.00

LINK cover: Cover Near Misses – 2021
Photographs that almost made the cover in 2021
Whichford and Ascott Flower Show (October), Painting by Colin
Beckett (October), Painting by Jenny Henderson (January),
Sheep by Surinderpal (February), Tin Man by Mandy James
(October), Garden Visit by Celia Sawyer (October), Babette the
Scarecrow (November), Peter with DOE Baking (July), Polish
Fighter Pilots WW2 (August), Picture by Jenny Wilson (January),
Family Link Article (May)

Cover design by KMS Litho, Hook Norton.
The LINK welcomes contributions for the front
cover or elsewhere. Portrait orientation
photographs or artwork preferred. Please send
items to editor@swlink.org.uk
LINK cover and artwork produced by KMS Litho,
Hook Norton. If you would like to sponsor the front
page, please contact editor@swlink.org.uk
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Please note the copy deadline for February 2022:

Monday 17 January
THE LINK is published by South Warwickshire LINK Ltd, a not-for-profit company limited by guarantee (reg. no. 07234681), and printed by KMS Litho
Ltd, Hook Norton.
The opinions expressed in The LINK are not necessarily those of the Editor or any member of the Link team. Whilst every effort is made to ensure
accuracy of information printed, the Editor/team do not accept any responsibility for the consequences of any errors that may occur.
The LINK does not endorse any products, services or companies. The appearance of advertisements in this magazine is not a guarantee of those
products/services or the companies that manufacture, distribute or promote such products/services.
All information held by The LINK is strictly confidential and is held purely for administration purposes and not sold or offered to third parties.
All subscription monies paid to The LINK are non-refundable in the event that the South Warwickshire LINK Ltd. ceases to operate.
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EDITORIAL
Link Talk
The January issue of The LINK is usually a little thinner than normal due to the need to
get it printed before the Christmas break. This will affect copy related to village events. I
hope readers will forgive me therefore, if this LINK Talk is slightly longer than normal.
The new year is often seen as a time to address new challenges and resolve
longstanding old challenges so that the fresh year can be tackled with a ‘clean slate’.
Many of you may be thinking along these lines with new year resolutions. Perhaps some
of you are even now, busy doing, or not doing, something for the new year.
My longstanding challenge that I would like to address, is the need to secure the
future of this magazine.
I have edited The LINK now for seven years and I have every intention of continuing if
my fellow directors, team members and readers are happy for me to do so. For some
strange reason, I quite enjoy it! It’s not always a smooth ride, there have certainly been
bumps along the way, but the magazine has developed. We have established an online
presence with our website attracting a small, but growing number of online readers. We
now produce a printed magazine that can show as much colour as we need and the
financial position of the magazine I would describe as secure. We are weathering the
worst effects of the pressures on our local economy thanks to support from our loyal
advertisers. We have reduced the need for the doorstep collection of cash and now take
subscriptions by online bank transfer. We regularly get positive feedback from readers
who plainly appreciate the items in the magazine as well as the simple fact that The LINK
is available every month to the SW7 community.
So, where’s the ‘but’? The ‘but’ is my concern that at present, I have nobody else who
can put this magazine together if I’m unable to do it. I am surrounded by willing
volunteers who do a great job in encouraging and providing copy for their villages and
features each month. However, for all of them, the job of putting all the content together
in the publication you are now reading, as well as their own pages, is a step too far.
There will likely be some point in the future when my longer-term life plans will
involve a prolonged absence from home. If and when this happens, for The LINK to
continue in production, it will need somebody to put it together. I have raised this at our
regular committee meetings, and I have also appealed in the pages of the magazine and
on our website for a volunteer to learn the ropes and gain the skills to be able to put the
magazine together. Can any reader make this their 2022 new year resolution?
So, can I encourage an ‘Assistant Editor’ to step forward? I have put together a manual
providing precise instructions on the monthly processes that are required to assemble
the copy into the finished product. Should any reader wish to step forward to take this
on, please contact me at the email address below. It is a rewarding exercise to create the
magazine each month and really, it’s not that difficult!
Keith Murphy, editor@swlink.org.uk
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Subscriptions for 2022
January sees the start of the collection of cash and cheque payments for your annual
LINK subscription. Please can you make sure that your collector receives your payment
of £10 for 2022. Should you wish to send a cheque, it can be sent (along with your name
and address details please!) to:
The LINK Treasurer,
Leylands,
Great Wolford,
Shipston on Stour,
Warwickshire, CV36 5NQ
We’d prefer BACS, so if you’re not already signed up, please email editor@swlink.org.uk
to receive the payment details.

Cameo Lunch Club
The next Lunch Club meeting will be held in Burmington
village hall on Tuesday 11 January at 12 noon for 12.30 pm.
All are welcome. Most villages in the Benefice are
represented in the growing membership. A charge of £4 is
made towards expenses and all dietary needs can be met.
Please bring your family, friends and children. Transport to
and from the village hall can be provided.
Please book with Brenda Fitch on Tel: 664313

A memory of Christmas Past
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The LINK Crossword

Across
9 Spice at work preventing decay. (7)
10 Here one can adapt the bad weather with
a Japanese sash. (7)
11 Find this bothersome. (7)
12 Poplar, Limehouse e.g. (4,3)
13 It was spread before the journalist. (9)
15 Point held in cheese tastes salty. (5)
16 Drunken senator could be guilty of
sedition. (7)
19 Good News! (7)
20 I wasn’t there. (5)
21 Unnoticed anyway but carried on. (9)
25 Moralist found on the uptrain. (7)
26 Worth its weight in gold. (7)
28 The clue is an identical word. (7)
29 See ninety times in the UK. (7)

Down
1 Pertaining to Cambridge. (6)
2 The modern curse of snow. (6)
3 It’s what is left. (4)
4 Emphasise this. (6)
5 The little man could be grounded. (8)
6 Japanese cars. (10)
7 A header. (4-4)
8 A foolish clue. (8)
14 Generous thoughts will find it. (10)
16 Austere and silent Cistercian. (8)
17 He has moved abroad. (8)
18 Alias one’s moniker. (8)
22 Pooter or the Cheshire Cat. (6)
23 Amalgamated – like the Nations? (6)
24 Terpsichorean said to have pulled
Santa’s sleigh. (6)
27 26 ac tail. (4)

Compiled for us by our
friend Campden John
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INFO
LINK

Contact: The Editor
Email: editor@swlink.org.uk

The Post Office van is in the car park by the village shop in Long Compton from 9.30 -11.30
am Monday and Wednesday, and from 12.30 to 2.00 pm Tuesday and Thursday.
Shipston ‘tip’ is open - to book https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/recyclingshipston
DATES AND FETES
Please send us the dates of all your significant social events. We are continuing this listing
even though events may be restricted. Please check this list before you plan a new event.
Sat 06 Aug Cherington, Stourton and Sutton under Brailes Country Fete and Flower Show

Local Catholic Church Services
Chipping Norton
Holy Trinity, London Road. Saturday Vigil 6.00 pm. Sunday 11.00 am 01608 642703

Stow-on-the-Wold
Our Lady and St Kenelm, 5 Back Walls. Saturday Vigil 6.00 pm. Sunday 9.15 am Tel: 01608 674354

Shipston
Shipston, Our Lady and the Apostles, Darlingscote Road. Sunday 9.15 am

Brailes
Brailes, Friars Lane. Saturday Vigil 5.00 pm

Kineton
Kineton, St Francis of Assisi, Southam Street. Sunday 11.00 am. Tel: 01608 685259

Chipping Campden
St Catharine’s Lower High Street. Sunday masses: – Saturday Vigil 6.00 pm. Sunday 10.30 am.
Tel: 01386 84026

Local Quaker Meetings
Local Quaker Meetings for worship:
Broad Campden, Quaker Meeting Hse, GL55 6US - Sundays at 10.30 am
Ettington, Quaker Meeting Hse, Old Halford Rd, CV37 7TH - Sundays at 11 am
Sibford, Quaker Meeting Hse, Sibford Gower, OX15 5RX - Sundays at 10.30 am
Shipston on Stour, in St Edmund’s Church - last Thursdays (not Dec) at 2.30 pm

Local Congregational Services
Please email editor@swlink.org.uk with any service details etc.

Crab Apples
by
LINK Reader
Jenny
Wilson
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Vote for your favourite cover of 2021...
Please let us know your favourite LINK cover of 2021. All you need to do is to email
editor@swlink.org.uk by Monday 17 January and let us know which month is your choice.
We will publish the result of the poll in the February edition of The LINK. To see the covers
on your computer or phone, please go to: https://www.swlink.org.uk/cover-of-the-year

January

February

March

May

June

July

September

October

November
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April

August

December
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10:30 am CW
Holy Communion
(BD/CLW)

St John
the Baptist
Cherington

St Peter
& St Paul
Long Compton

4pm GAP
informal Service

30th January
4th Sunday after
Epiphany

9am BCP
Holy
Communion
(BD/LM)

10:30 CW
Morning Prayer
(BD)

St Michael
Whichford

10:30 am CW
Holy
Communion
(AW)

St Michael
& All Angels
Wolford

BD = Ben Dyson/LM = Liz Maycock/AW = Anthony Wells/CLW = Clare Wells/ HP = Heather Parbury/AD = Andrew Dow/ RS = Richard Smith
BCP = Prayer Book/CW = Common Worship/GAP = Informal Service

9am BCP
Holy Communion
(BD)

23rd January
3rd Sunday after
Epiphany

4pm GAP
informal Service
(BD)

10:30 am CW
Morning prayer
(BD/LM)

St Barnabas
& St Nicholas
Burmington

16th January
2nd Sunday
after Epiphany

9am BCP
Morning Prayer
(BD/CLW)

St Lawrence
Barton

10:30 am CW
Holy Communion
(BD)

St Martin
Barcheston

9th January
9am BCP
The Baptism of Holy Communion
Christ
(BD)

2nd January
2nd Sunday of
Christmas

SW 7
Sunday
Worship

January 2022 CHURCH SERVICES

SW7 BENEFICE
CHURCH NEWS
Finding a new Rector for the South Warwickshire 7 Benefice
Progress so far…
As most LINK readers will be aware, the SW7 Benefice is currently without a Rector, Stuart
Allen having moved on in July after 11 years in the role. The task of finding a replacement
is one of the responsibilities of the SW7 Joint Parochial Church Council (known as the
JPCC).
For those of you not familiar with the concept of the JPCC, it was formed in 2017 to
make the administration of the Benefice more effective and efficient. Decisions
concerning worship, service patterns, mission and outreach – including youth work –
were delegated by the seven PCCs to the JPCC, as well as recruitment of a new
incumbent. The JPCC consists of a representative from each of our seven churches, plus
the Ministry Leadership Team.
In order to advertise for a new Rector, the JPCC’s first task has been to prepare a
Benefice profile. This sets out our vision for the future of the Benefice and the qualities
we are looking for in our Rector, as well as providing information about SW7, its churches
and its villages. Preparing this profile has been a joint effort, each member contributing
a different section and then pooling our thoughts about the attributes required in a new
Rector. The profile has now been approved by the Diocese of Coventry as well as the
Shipston Deanery, with both the Bishop of Coventry and the Shipston Area Dean
contributing a short foreword.
With the help of the Diocesan Archdeacon Missioner, a suitable advertisement has
now been drawn up, to publicise the vacancy and invite candidates to apply. At the time
the January LINK went to press, the advert was due to run in the Church Times for four
weeks beginning 17 December, with a closing date for applications of 14 January.
Applications will then be considered by representatives of the JPCC, the Diocese, the
Deanery and the Patrons of the seven churches, with a view to interviewing shortlisted
candidates on Tuesday 1 February. A ‘familiarisation day’ of 31 January will be offered to
those candidates, to enable them to have a tour of the Benefice and meet some of the
people involved.
LINK readers wanting to see the ‘profile’ are invited to download a copy from the SW7
website, or contact Liz Clarke, the Benefice Administrator. Future editions of the LINK will
carry updates on the recruitment process.
Jill Kirby & Roger Maycock, JPCC, December 2021
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SCHOOL
NOTES

Editor: Sally Franklin
Email: longcompton@swlink.org.uk

Acorns Primary School and Brailes C of E Primary School News
Learning About Our Village
In geography lessons, Acorns Class 1 have been furthering their
knowledge on Long Compton and the use of maps. The children
took a walk around our wonderful village and noticed road
names, type of houses, farms and important buildings such as St.
Peter and St. Paul’s church and the village shop. Following this,
the class plotted their route on a map, and located certain
features. To build on this knowledge, children created their own maps, using symbols
and a birds eye view to ensure our maps could be used. The map symbols were very
interesting and some are hard to guess.
In art, Class 1 have been exploring drawing landmarks from a perspective. Children
have looked closely at buildings around the village and created some wonderful art
pieces based on these familiar landmarks.
Romans on the Rampage
Class 2 at Acorns have been travelling back in time, learning all about Romans and the
Roman Empire. So far, the class has spent many afternoons looking at Ancient Rome,
learning more about how the Roman empire expanded across many countries, and
finding out how the Romans finally conquered Britannia after many failed attempts.
Children were taught that the Romans brought lots of new ideas to Britain, such as the
introduction of an Emperor and a capital city, Londinium, and the addition of various
inventions such as roads, public baths, and toilets.
Class 2 were lucky enough to have a virtual visit from Rufus and Gnaeus, two Roman
soldiers who live and work in the Lunt Roman fort. They answered all 50 of the children’s
questions, providing lots of information about life as a Roman soldier and shared some
interesting facts about their enemy, Boudicca. After the Q&A session, the class looked at
the Lunt Roman fort in more detail to conduct a local history study and found out that a
Roman road, the Fosse Way, almost connects us to the location of the fort.
In English, the children have written historical narratives, making excellent links with
the ’Emperors and Empires’ topic. Class 2 looked at the events of Boudicca’s life and
created freeze frames to plan their writing. The children used their freeze frames to help
remember key events from Boudicca’s life, along with some wonderful descriptions of
key figures such as King Prasutgaus, the Romans and Boudicca herself. It’s been an
excellent way for the children to make cross-curricular links with our history topic.
Cross of Nails
Brailes School is proud to be a member of the International Cross of Nails School (ICONS)
network working with the core principles of peace, forgiveness, conflict transformation
and reconciliation throughout our school community. As an ICON School, Brailes
embraces these three themes:
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•
•
•

Healing the Wounds of History
Living with Difference and Celebrating Diversity
Building a Culture of Peace

During Remembrance Collective Worship and the recent whole school Anti-Bullying
Week, we have been particularly focussing on these ICON themes; how we can repair
and rebuild relationships when things go wrong and what forgiveness means.
We have been revisiting and reflecting on our school Litany of Reconciliation which
has been written collaboratively by the children in school. We have been talking about
how it can be very hard to let go of past hurts, to not hold a grudge, and how
collaboration, acknowledging feelings and taking responsibility for our actions are
important steps in making amends, restoring relationships and forgiving.
School Days
Rabbits class at Brailes had a super start to our ’School Days’ topic at St. John’s Museum
in Warwick. Miss Roach, the strict school ma’am, taught us the 3 R’s (Reading, Writing
and Arithmetic) in the authentic Victorian classroom. Children used slate-boards and
slate pencils to write during the lesson. Class monitors took their roles very seriously,
carefully passing out equipment to the class. Jenny was brave enough to try out the back
straightener and she sat at the front of class very bravely showing us all how it was done!
After the Victorian lesson, the children spent time with the laundry maid, Charlotte.
She showed us the kitchen and explained how much hard work was involved in washing
clothes during Victorian times. Pupils enjoyed grating soap and using the dolly to get
the clothes washed in the dolly tub. Freya took up her position at the mangle and pulled
the wet clothes through while everyone took a turn winding the handle. Finally, children
hung the dripping wet clothes on the washing line in the hope they would dry before
dark. It certainly made staff feel grateful for their washing machine at home!
Following the trip, the children each wrote a diary entry from the perspective of a real
Victorian child. Here are some excerpts:

I was so nervous because it was my first time at school. I wanted to go back home. The
boys went into class first and they put on collars. During the lesson, Jenny accidentally
slouched and had to wear the back straightener. I felt bad for Jenny… by Arabella
Today was an exciting day! When we went into the classroom the boys went first. In
the lesson we drew on some slate boards and used slate pencils. I felt good. We heard
the story of the hare and the tortoise… by Albie
Today was a terrible day! The girls had to line up second and put aprons on. I felt
nervous because I thought I would have to wear the dunce cap. Miss Roach said the
dunce cap was broken and she needed a new cane… by Darci
I felt nervous because I thought I would get whacked by the cane. Miss Roach was
strict and bossy. The lesson was nice though. It was really fun and definitely the best
school trip ever… by Josh
After our lesson we went to the kitchen and made soap. When I used the mangle I felt
worried because I didn’t want to get my fingers trapped!… by Eve
Finally, we had lunch and looked around the Victorian Museum. On the way back I saw
two different pheasants. It was a great day… by Jack
14

Coventry Cathedral
On Tuesday 9 November, Badgers Class from Brailes School visited Coventry Cathedral
to participate in a ‘Blitz Experience’. At the Cathedral, children learned about the
devastating air raid that took place on 14 November 1940. This was the single most
concentrated attack on a British city in WW2. Codenamed 'Moonlight Sonata', the raid
lasted 11 hours and involved nearly 500 Luftwaffe bombers.
The children listened to three different eyewitness accounts of that night reenacted
by volunteers taking the parts of a Fire Warden, Provost Richard Howard and a local
resident. Children in Badgers Class also had the opportunity to explore records from the
time including photographs, maps and government reports about the destruction.
The decision to rebuild the cathedral was taken the morning after the raid. Rebuilding
would not be an act of defiance, but rather a sign of faith, trust and hope for the future
of the world. It was the vision of Provost Richard Howard to lead the people of Coventry
away from feelings of bitterness and hatred in a move towards reconciliation.
Shortly after the raid, cathedral stonemason Jock Forbes noticed two of the charred
medieval roof timbers had fallen in the shape of a cross. He set them up in the ruins and
they were later placed on an altar of rubble with the moving words ‘Father Forgive’
inscribed on the Sanctuary wall. The Cathedral ruins, the charred cross and the moving
eyewitness accounts gave us a thought provoking start to our topic, ‘Britain at War’.
Helping Hands
Before covid, our schools were fortunate to have large numbers of committed parents,
carers, grandparents and members of the community who regularly volunteered in
school. At Acorns and Brailes we want children to be happy and confident and to
develop an enduring love of learning. Working together we are stronger. Through
partnership and collaboration, our mission is to instil ambition and desire in learners,
open their minds, widen their horizons and equip them to succeed in a challenging
world. Volunteers have a valuable role in helping us to fulfil these aims.
We are looking forward to welcoming back parents and other family members who
are willing to commit to regularly helping in school, e.g. at least once a week to read with
children, assist with tasks and keep the school library running. All volunteers will require
a new enhanced DBS check and a safeguarding induction. If you would like to start
volunteering in school, please do get in touch with each school’s office.
Prospective Parents
Usually, at this time of year, we welcome families to Acorns in Long Compton and Brailes
School to show them round; whether it is for 3 year olds in Nursery, new starters in
Reception for September 2022, or mid-year moves.
Due to the ongoing restrictions, we are still unable to show groups of families around
while the children are in school, but are delighted to offer tours of the school one family
at a time every Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 4.00 pm.
Please book your appointment for a tour of the school by telephoning or emailing.
The closing date for Reception 2021 applications is 15 January 2022.
Acorns - 01608 684654 -admin2639@we-learn.com
Brailes - 01608 685253 - admin3014@we-learn.com
Christian Hilton, Executive Headteacher
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FARMING
NOTES

Editor: Lynn Mathias
Email: farming@swlink.org.uk

The Farming Press
December is normally a quiet month on the farm, so I thought this month’s piece would
cover a couple of items that have caught my eye in the farming press.
The farming industry is taking the aim of going carbon neutral very seriously. The
poultry sector is looking to improve its sustainability in many ways, particularly by the
use of insects in the feed to replace soya which is all imported and contributes to
deforestation. The EU approved the use of insects in poultry and pig feed in September.
Because of the improved genetic potential of modern chickens, there is also a need for
protein dense feed which insects can provide. Anyone who has kept chickens will know
how delighted they are to find an insect or worm in their patch as insects are a natural
food.
Morrisons are trialling insect production on 10 of their poultry suppliers covering
320,000 free range hens. The insects are grown in adapted shipping containers on the
farm, with waste from the supermarkets fruit and vegetable operations as the feed stock.
These are not in store yet and the price of the eggs has yet to be calculated, but this may
well be the way forward.
Stonegate Farmers, another big egg producer, is launching ‘Respectful Eggs’ in some
Sainsbury stores, they are using highly productive birds needing high quality protein.
Rather than using insects to replace the soya, they are using field beans, lupins, peas and
mung beans, most of which can be grown in this country and are valuable contributors
to farming rotations.
Arla Dairies is a huge farmer co-operative with dairies in Europe, particularly
Scandinavia as well as this country. It is experimenting with using cow dung to power
biodigesters producing methane to power generators on their sites. The waste from the
biodigesters is a very useful fertiliser which can be spread on the land to complete the
carbon saving cycle. Biodigesters are now used more and more to produce energy but
in many cases, the feed stock is grown specially so taking land out of food production.
Using manure in this way uses the methane produced by the animals which will produce
milk or meat for the consumer.
Lynn Mathias farms at Manor Farm in Great Wolford
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GARDENING
NOTES

Editors:
Margaret Welsh, Long Compton Garden Club
Miranda Arnold, Whichford Amateur Gardener

January can be a grim month; we’ve had all the excitement (or otherwise, depending on
your outlook) of Christmas. New Year’s Eve has come and gone, people are dieting and
not drinking and not spending any more money. And I’m afraid it’s pretty much like that
in the garden - a bit dull and quiet, with few jobs to do (and, to be honest, the jobs that
you do need to do, I think should really be classified as chores).
Given there’s not much to do in the actual garden, you could be spending your time
getting ready for the more inspirational months of the gardening year. Tidy your
greenhouse and wash the windows to clear them of algae. This will increase the amount
of light your plants will get and help to control pests. Wash out your seed trays and pots.
Check your shed too; see that your bamboos and pea sticks are not too splintered and
broken for re-use this year, clean your tools and sharpen the ones that need sharpening
(hoes, spades, secateurs). Make sure that any over-wintering dahlia tubers are still sound
and not rotting, by making sure they are in a dry and well-ventilated environment.
Prune your apple and pear trees, taking out a bit of old wood each winter, to stimulate
young growth. Think of it as a thinning process, rather than a cutting back process, and
be careful not to cut all in the same place, or you’ll get a lot of bushy growth, and your
tree will look unbalanced.
If you have a heated propagator or greenhouse, you could sow some of the plants
that need a long growing season, such as chillies. And you could get your sweet peas off
to a good start by sowing them now under some level of protection - germinate them
indoors and move to an unheated greenhouse or cold frame after germination. You are
not too late to plant garlic cloves outdoors. Garlic needs a period of cold to develop well,
so, while the best time to plant is the autumn, January is almost as good.
One of the most important things you can do in the garden in January is to think about
what plants you want to have and where, and make a plan of what you can move around
or dig out and when the best time is to do that. What can you dig up and divide and
replant, which plants have outgrown their spaces, which plants are not doing well in a
particular position? Admittedly, this is harder to do with herbaceous plants which have
generally died down at this time of year, but hopefully your memory is sharp enough to
remember!
Planning in this way means you can use this January downtime to plan and order
replacement or new plants, and also seeds for bedding plants and annual vegetables. I
find it almost impossible to resist ordering too many varieties of vegetable seed, or
plants I haven’t grown before, usually ending up with more seedlings than I have space
for. If this happens to you too, try finding a seedling swop near you. Or just give them
away to other gardeners. Plan your crop rotation in your vegetable garden. This is really
important, because rotating crops prevents the build-up of crop-specific pests and
diseases, such as onion white rot.
The good news is that the days are now growing longer, and spring is not too far away.
Miranda Arnold
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NATURE
NOTES

Editor: Tony Partridge
Tel: 684698

A few days ago, I opened my backdoor, looked out into the garden and my gaze
wandered to the stile in the corner in the meadow beyond. On the top rung, to my
astonishment stood a jay. Now I have not seen a jay around here for years. Time was,
when they nested in hedges up the old hill, but that was long ago. It came again the next
day and then, there was another with it. So, we had a pair. I suspect that they roost in the
churchyard beyond where stands a huge yew tree capable of hiding dozens of birds.
Jays have a reputation for robbing nests,
but this is unjust as all the corvids, that is
rooks, crows, jackdaws, are equally guilty of
this crime. The jay’s addiction is to acorns. It
is capable of, and indeed does carry eight
acorns in its crop where it will transport them
to hide them in some secretive cache to be
visited at a later date. I have often wondered
if the oak trees we see growing at intervals in
our local hedges are the result of germinated
‘jay acorns’ springing up and being left to
[Ed - I hope I have the right Jay.]
mature as fully grown trees. Another
Image by Luc Viatour https://Lucnix.be
peculiarity of this bird is its habit of ‘anting’,
when it will open its wings and allow ants to
crawl onto its body. The theory here is that the formic acid exuded by the ants kills lice
and insects which must already be irritating the jay. The sexes are both alike and nests
are found in hedgerows carefully hidden from marauders in the locality. It has many local
names including jenny jay, jenny owl and juggy wren.
At the base of my cottage walls, where the paving slabs align the walls, is a plant called
pellitory-of-the-wall. This is a plant of the nettle family and about as attractive as this
related plant! Pictures of it in flower books depict a flower in the axel of the leaf and the
stem, but I have never seen one with any floral display. Yet, it thrives along the base of
my cottage and will even extend to establishing itself in rocky parts of the garden.
Frankly, I don’t really mind having it here – any additional greenery in a garden is more
than welcome. This plant seems to be immune to frost and cold and will remain in its
chosen position throughout all the seasons. It was once used to cure bladder and kidney
complaints because of its association with stone.
It was mentioned to me the other day, that I rarely if ever, write about mushrooms and
toadstools. True, but the fact is that because they are spasmodic in their appearance,
unlike flowers and birds for example, that I really haven’t taken too much time to study
them. They are of course not simply seen growing from the ground. You will see them
growing out of the trunks of trees when they are known as bracket fungi. Perhaps the
most recognizable toadstool is the red (white spotted) fly agaric, so named I understand
as it was broken up in milk and used as a fly killer. Don’t be tempted to eat it as it is
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poisonous. But the chief attribute by far of fungi are their
mycelium-strands which emanate from the plant itself and
also independently underground which contribute to the
feeding of trees and plants of all sorts. Without this mycelium,
there would be little or no food or nourishment for plants
because they transport foods such as phosphor and calcium
and water into the roots of trees and plants. They build up
immunity in plants and farmyard manure helps this
development (the accusation that artificial fertilizers retard
them is really not proven). So, remember much of what you
see growing around you is due to fine plant strands growing
and increasing beneath your very feet. It is a fascinating study
of which much yet is to be discovered and learnt.
But wait a minute. Growing in fields and gardens is not the Red Fly Agaric Mushroom
only function of our toadstools. For whilst we are in bed
slumbering and dreaming the night away, outside astride these growths sit pixies, their
legs crossed, arms folded, and their eyes closed as they spend the night deep in thought.
About what they are thinking we do, I fear not know and never will. Time was when there
were wise old men who could interpret their thoughts, but alas they are no longer with
us. Each pixy has its own particular mushroom, so take very great care when considering
breaking one off in your lawn or garden for the particular pixy using it for nightly seating
will exact on you a terrible punishment. Safer to spare the mushroom completely and
just carry on with a little more weeding!
Tony Partridge
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BARTON-ON-THE-HEATH
Editor: John Castle
Email: barton@swlink.org.uk

An Early Report
With the early copy deadline of 6 December for the January issue of The LINK, for me it
is very much a ‘leg it and draft’ before pressing the e-mail ‘send’ key on my PC to our
long-suffering editor.
At the time you read this, last year we were just coming out of the Christmas lockdown
where three households were able to meet up during the 5-day end of year festivities.
On the 6 January 2021 we entered the third national lockdown. Christmas was very
muted in Barton, although a number of households had met, at a distance, on the village
green to see one another and to exchange greetings.
At the time of writing this report, it is still uncertain what precautions will be required
for the omicron virus, so my thoughts went back to 2021 when, on 19 January, I had
taken part in the National Bird Survey. For me, Barton has always been a bird sanctuary
compared to that of my urban life on the south coast before moving here in 2004.
Evenings in the summer during my early years under the village oak tree with 40 or more
house martins swooping down to within metres of my face as they fed on the insects
dropping out of the oak tree was a particular pleasure. So, during lockdown I had
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purchased a bird feeder to enliven the view of the garden and taking part in the survey
was easy. I sent in my results (lots of sparrows, two robins, a single blackbird, a couple of
woodpigeons and about 20 bullying jackdaws) at the click of a button on my PC.
The results are now out (see below), and more than 17 million birds were counted in
Big Garden Birdwatch 2021. Top came the sparrow, followed (surprisingly) by the bluetit, starling, blackbird and wood pigeon. But the report also estimated that over the last
50 years, 40 million birds have vanished from the UK’s skies and for me, it gave a reason
why there are now, comparatively, so few birds in Barton, particularly house martins and
swifts. Weather plays an important part in that house martins require mud to build their
nests and our summers are getting drier. Drought in South Africa has also reduced their
numbers. This situation is, sadly, another consequence of climate change so I will be
doing all I can for house martins this coming May – a mud bath in a large tin bath on the
lawn perhaps?
John Castle, (Leg it and Send!)
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Beneficial Book Group
We enjoyed meeting to talk about Madame Bovary by Gustave
Flaubert on Sunday 21 November. This was a welcome
departure from our ‘normal’ more contemporary novels, being
written in 1857. It is widely acclaimed as one of the
masterpieces of French literature and it was a pleasure to
read/re-read with modern eyes and so-called morals, whereas
in its own time it had been banned in some circles for
immorality. Characters, landscapes and small details are
immaculately depicted and the translation by Adam Thorpe, is
considered the best yet.
Next time will be on Sunday 9 January at 5.30 pm at Barton
House, when we will talk about Agent Sonia by Ben Macintyre.

Gustave Flaubert
1821 -1880

Meanwhile Happy Reading and all best wishes for a joyful New Year.
Gillian Cathie

[Ed – you picked the right moment for Flaubert. He was born in December 1821 and so
has now just turned two hundred. Happy Birthday Gustave!]

Evening lines on Barton Hill – Photograph by Barton LINK reader Brian Radford
taken looking up the hill towards Little Compton from Barton one evening.
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Curry and Quiz Night – Saturday 22 January
In the interests of optimism for the new year, the Village Hall Committee is still planning
to hold its Curry and Quiz night on Saturday 22 January at 6.30 pm. The cost is £40 per
table of 4. Please contact Robyn on 07966 849149 to book.
The menu (so far) is looking like:
Starters: Poppadoms, onion bhajis, samosas and tandoori chicken with dips
Mains: Lamb Rogan Josh, Chicken Tikka Masala, Chicken Korma, Squash and Chickpea
Curry, Vegetable Curry, Rice and Naan.
Indian dessert platter: Anglo Eton Mess, Fruit and Sweetmeats
Please bring your own drinks. We look forward to seeing you. If you have any special
dietary requirements, please let us know on the above number. We can cater for gluten
frees, vegans etc. We want everyone to be welcome.
Please check our website www.burmingtonvillagehall.co.uk just in case we must
cancel.

Willoughby Visits Burmington for
Carol Service Rehearsal
Joseph (played by Alice Hanscomb), walks with
Willoughby (played by himself) from Willington
to Burmington for a rehearsal of Burmington’s
Carol Service.
It turns out that the ‘rehearsal’ is less about
other participants and more about seeing how
Willoughby reacts to being in Church. All is well
and Willoughby, fortified by apples and carrots,
sets off again for his two mile walk back to
Willington with his owners, Alice and Trevor.
Will the innkeeper turn Mary, Joseph and
Willoughby away? The LINK goes to press
before the Carol Service, so it remains to be
seen how all goes on the day!

New Year’s Day Breakfast
The village hall committee have their fingers and toes crossed that breakfast on Saturday
1 January (10.00 am to 12.00 noon) will be going ahead. We firmly believe it will be the
solace needed to soothe the jaded souls recovering from any New Year’s Eve excess.
(Covid permitting).
The cost is £5 per person. To book, please text/call Robyn on 07966 849149. If you
have any special dietary requests, please let us know.
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Christmas Social Gathering
Our Christmas Social Gathering was cancelled due to the outbreak of a virulent pocket
of coronavirus in the area.
To help cheer everyone up after their disappointment, Santa’s little elves have been
decking the hall with everything wanted for a fantastic Christmas.

Huge thanks to the elves who have battled the roaring gales and icy storms to put up
the tree and find homes for all of Santa’s friends. Thank you, Dick, Karen and Dawn.

Village Hall Coffee Morning
Do come along to our ever-popular coffee morning for a cuppa and cake on Thursday
27 January (10.30 am to 12 .00 noon).
Please keep an eye on the website www.burmingtonvillagehall.co.uk for all the
events at the hall.
Robyn Sutton
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Editor: Christine Dudfield
Email: cherington@swlink.org.uk

Tel: 686288

Village Lottery
There was a double December draw.
1st Eric Clubley £160

2nd Ann Harper £90

3rd Theo Borland £60

Congratulations to our winners and thank you for your continued support. For more
information on joining, please contact me 686293 or steveallkins53@gmail.com
Steve Allkins

Cherington & Stourton Neighbourhood Watch
I’m your local co-ordinator and welcome reports of suspicious
behaviour. Please let me know about anything that seems to you
to be a little bit out of the ordinary as your information might just
be the piece of the jigsaw that helps solve a problem.
Everything is completely confidential, please contact me on
07866 127409/ 686288 or christinedudfield53@gmail.com.

The Mobile Library
The mobile library usually comes to the hall every three weeks on a Monday afternoon
at 1.40 pm until 2.00 pm. The next published dates are Wednesday 5 January and
Monday 24 January. They have a selection of books including spoken word and books
for young children.
It is accessible with a low entrance, 2 steps and ramp for wheelchair users. You are
required to wear a mask and sanitise hands.

Coffee Shop, The Hall
The Coffee Shop will be back on Saturday 12 February. Thank you to everyone who has
supported us in 2021. If anyone is interested in helping, please get in touch with me on
07866 127409 or 01608 686288. Thank you.
Christine Dudfield

Christmas Greetings Donations
We would be very grateful if we could have all donations in by the end of the month
please. You can do this by contacting Pam on 686367, Sherry 686420 or Sarah 686303.
Thank you on behalf of the PCC.

24

Photography Group
Do you enjoy taking and viewing photos? If so, would you like to join a group of
interested but easy-going amateurs for a once-a-month evening meeting in The Hall at
Stourton? Contact Tony Wells on the telephone number below.

Photograph by Tony Wells

Tony Wells (686328)

Brailes Picturehouse
Saturday 22 January - Dream Horse
Inspiring true story of Dream Alliance, an unlikely racehorse bred by small town
Welsh bartender Jan Vokes. With very little money and no experience, Jan convinces
her neighbours to dip in their meagre earnings to help raise Dream in the hopes he can
compete with the racing elite. The groups investment pays off as Dream rises through
the ranks with grit and determination and goes on to race in the Welsh Grand National
showing the heart of a true champion. Stars - Toni Collette, Damian Lewis, Owen Teale
and Joanna Page.
Saturday 19 February - James Bond ; No time to Die (if available)
Happy and prosperous New Year
Deirdre and Team
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Chipping Norton Wednesdays
Bus Shelter 9.48 am, Featherbed Lane 9.50 am, Stourton Crossroads 9.52 am
Returning at 12.44 pm
Banbury Morrisons Thursdays
Featherbed Lane 9.42 am Stourton Crossroads 9.52 am
Returning at 12.44 pm
Fridays Shipston-on-Stour
Bus shelter 9.20 am, Featherbed Lane 9.23 am, Stourton Crossroads 9.25 am
Returning at 11.10 am
Saturdays Stratford-upon-Avon
Bus Shelter 9.06 am, Featherbed Lane 9.09 am, Stourton Crossroads 9.11 am
Returning at 12.20 pm

Stourton to Shipston to Hollywood
The Art of Paul Michael Glaser was exhibited in Stourton in September. Mr. Glaser
bought a little piece of Hollywood to SW7. His first UK exhibition included an
introductory presentation by Zoom. The public exhibition was a chance for those who
remember Glaser as ‘Starsky’ (plus or minus ‘Hutch’!), to display his talents as an artist.
The art works were bright, cheery and hugely colourful and included photographs and
books.
Remembering Starsky and Hutch sent my thoughts back to the time we moved to
Shipston from Dorset and rented a lovely house to the north of the town. It was only 30
minutes from the school where I taught, and 15 minutes from Stratford-upon-Avon.
Looking into the history of the town name, in the 8th century I understand it was
‘Scepwaeisctune’ (which we can imagine was ‘sheep wash town’) and by the 14th
century it had become Sepestonon-Sture. Its current name gives the game away.
Sheep being herded to London stopped for a break – and a wash – in Shipston.
In the 17th and 18th centuries, Shipston was a staging point for stagecoaches. In the
19th century, agricultural produce and manufactured goods were loaded onto horse
drawn trams, travelling via a branch line between Stratford and Moreton Tramway. By
1889, there were steam trains. But in 1960, Dr. Beeching stopped the trains for good.
Sheep Street is, of course, the route the sheep took through the town and many of
the houses still have the dates on them that tell of their age. In 1268, Henry III granted
the town a charter giving it the right to hold markets. There has been a sheep market in
the square every year until Covid put a stop to it. There were other markets too – stalls
with craft work, food and woollen clothes and the sixty independent shops would
always open on market day. The annual Christmas market filled the square with stalls,
music, children’s choirs and lovely items for Christmas presents. Although the markets
have mainly gone now, there are still occasionally stalls in Sheep Street selling art
works while music plays. Most years, there are French Markets which sell mainly wine,
cider, delicious food and some gorgeous clothes.
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Like any town, Shipston has had its share of troubles too. The floods of 2007 and the
shutting of the IMI Norgren factory a year later show that the town is as vulnerable to
climate and economic upheaval as anywhere else. The flood destroyed Shipston’s only
petrol station and dozens of houses. The shutting of the Norgren factory cost 160 jobs
– a cruel blow to a town of only 5000 people.
Shipston Proms offered (in normal times) a fortnight of glorious music every June.
Rock groups, jazzers and choirs all participate. In 2018, renowned classical pianist
Alexander Ardakov played in St. Edmund’s church and gave the town an unforgettable
evening. Like so many other events, the Shipston Proms has been affected by the
restrictions. Let’s hope we see its full return.
Forget Hollywood – Shipston-on-Stour (and Stourton) is the place to be!
Ann Holland

Boats at La Rochelle (after Boudin) – Watercolour by Stourton Artist Colin Beckett
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Editor: Sally Franklin
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The Royal British Legion 2021 Poppy Appeal
A big thank you to everyone who supported the 2021 appeal. Our
doorstep collectors were back this year and were enthusiastically
received in all the villages. Static collecting boxes in the pubs,
stores, schools and the Pottery also produced good results. The
District total at £3,327.60 exceeded previous collections.
Well done to all involved.
David Whatley, Long Compton District Appeal Organiser

Long Compton Neighbourhood Watch
Our local co-ordinator is Jordan Boswell, who would very much welcome
reports of suspicious behaviour. Do let him know about anything that
seems to you to be out of the ordinary. Your information might just be
the little piece of the jigsaw that helps solve a problem. All calls and
emails are completely confidential – your name will not be made public.
Contact Jordan on 07795 008998, or at jordanlboswell@hotmail.com

Comptonians
In November we enjoyed a delicious Christmas Lunch in the village hall. It was supplied
by Beverley Webb, and she gave us a turkey meal with all the trimmings and two choices
of dessert. A lovely start to the Christmas season.
We shall meet again on Wednesday 19 January when Bill Cook is giving a talk on Long
Compton in World War Two. We shall also serve tea and cakes.
Please meet at the village hall at 2.00 pm. New members are always welcome.
Margaret Welsh 01608 684238

100 Club News
The January LINK goes to print before the December 100 Club draw, so the results for
the Double Draw on 11 December will be published in the February LINK.
In the meantime, the collectors for the 12 monthly 2022 draws will be coming round
from mid-January onwards. This time, we hope that even more of you will opt to pay
online, either by bank transfer or hopefully by Direct Debit. The collectors will have the
necessary information, and of course you can still join with cash (only £12 for a year’s
worth of anticipation!). Remember that the 100 Club does help support the excellent
facility that is the village hall.
Chris Galloway 684234
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Long Compton Village Hall
Happy New Year to you all! This is traditionally the time to start anew
with great plans for getting fit, keeping fit, meeting up with friends
and family, trying new experiences, doing some volunteer work and
generally making the most of your local amenities and feeling like a
part of your community.
The good news is, all of these things can be achieved at your
village hall. We have classes, talks, social groups, training courses, meetings, parties and
it's all there for you to use. If you fancy being a part of looking after the hall, we'd be very
pleased to hear from you. You don't have to formally join the Committee, we're always
keen for volunteers to help with our social events, baking cakes, running a raffle,
delivering leaflets and generally supporting us to keep the building going on your
behalf.
We kick off the year with our regular Social Saturday and a Quiz Night with Fish and
Chip Supper (see our adverts), so do make a note in your diary and come and join us!
Mo Read, Chair, Long Compton Village Hall
684130, 07814802814 or lcvillagehall@yahoo.co.uk
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Ebenezer Congregational Chapel
We have enjoyed decorating the Chapel for Christmas and preparing it for our Christmas
Craft Fayre on 16 December, the last until spring. A report on that next month as this
LINK issue has to be ‘put to bed’ beforehand.
Sadly, the Joy of Christmas carol service which we had planned for 18 December had
to be cancelled due to a clash of activities.
However, we are pleased that we can invite you to celebrate the New Year with us on
Sunday 2 January at 2.30 pm. In a final hurrah to the season, we will sing carols and have
festive refreshments. We look forward to seeing you there.
You will have noticed that further work has been going on in our car park and we hope
to enter the New Year with this in good shape and are looking forward to planting up
our memorial garden. Two new fruit trees are being kept alive (just) by Sally (not noted
for her green fingers!), as the existing trees may have to be removed due to ill health,
although a tree surgeon is going to look after this.
We have had a kind offer to decorate the Arden Room and toilets, an offer we have
gratefully accepted. We are now waiting for grant funding to reroof this room and to
replace the toilets.
We are holding a Whist Drive on Saturday 29 January at 3.00 pm and look forward to
seeing all those who have missed playing! Going forward, we may perhaps be able to
have a Whist Club.
From spring onwards, we will be holding our Craft Markets on a Sunday afternoon and
serve traditional teas at the same time.
We wish you all a very happy, prosperous and above all healthy New Year and look
forward to seeing you all at the Chapel.
Sally Franklin 07870 545431 or Elizabeth Gilkes 07791 621778
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Long Compton and District Garden Club
On Wednesday 24 November The Garden Club ran a Gardeners’ Question Time with a
panel of local garden experts - Walter Sawyer, Michele Hunter and Hilary Twigg.
We had a good variety of questions including effects of climate change, problems
associated with growing fruit and vegetables, persistent weeds in lawns, advice on
selecting trees for small gardens and perennials for the shade.
On climate change, the panel pointed out that the most important advice was to plant
the right plant in the right place and to bear in mind that Long Compton has a frost
pocket so that tender plants need to be protected in the winter. It is also important to
observe your garden regularly and nip problems in the bud. For example, one or two
aphids could become hundreds in a few days. Try planting vegetables in different
locations in the garden and try different types, so that if one species doesn’t thrive due
to a very dry or alternatively very wet summer, you will hopefully get one species which
is suited to the conditions. It is also important to look after the soil structure by adding
compost so that it holds moisture and nutrients but that it is also well aerated.
Agapanthus plants which failed to flower and a fig tree which failed to fruit were
considered to be as yet young specimens which should flower and fruit in time.
Agapanthus needs good sunlight and tends to flower when somewhat restricted.
Suggestions for trees suited to small gardens included sorbus species: e.g. sorbus
‘pink pagoda’, prunus ‘subhirtella autumnalis rosea’ and hawthorn species. All have
several points of interest - nice blossom, winter berries, autumn colour and don’t grow
too big. Perennials suitable for growing in a shady area included helebores, pulmonaria,
geranium nodosum and epimedium.
Other questions tackled were on pond maintenance, lawn weeds and the best time
to prune various species of shrubs.
We were all very grateful for the advice given by the panel. As this was the last meeting
before Christmas, we also enjoyed refreshments and mulled wine.
Margaret Welsh

Long Compton Bridge Club
The Club will continue to run in the village hall in 2022, from 7.30 pm to 9.30 pm on the
second Tuesday, and from 2.00 pm to 4.30 pm on the fourth Tuesday in the month. We
have extended the fourth Tuesday timing to two and a half hours by popular request,
and may do the same for the second Tuesday from February.
Note that we play friendly rubber bridge, with occasional friendly post-mortems, and
always have a beginners table, with a tea/coffee and biscuits break at half-time.
Chris Galloway 684234
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Long Compton & District Walkers
As this is being written 10 days before the next walk, very little can be described! There
will be a slightly shorter walk than usual, somewhere around Long Compton before
whizzing home to get out of our walking gear and then reconvening at the Red Lion for
Christmas lunch.
A big thank you to everybody who has organised a walk during the last year. It makes
life so much easier to know that people are willing to plan a monthly walk and source
somewhere for lunch.
New walkers are always welcome to join the group which meets on the second
Tuesday of each month. It is very informal and friendly, please do get in touch.
Jan Treadaway 01608 684553

The Compton Creatives
For those of you who don't know us, we are a group who enjoy arts and crafts, with an
emphasis on textiles. We meet monthly, usually on the third Monday of the month.
Sometimes we just work on our own projects whilst indulging in coffee, cakes and
chat. Sometimes one of us holds a mini workshop, and sometimes we have an outside
teacher come to take a workshop. We also enjoy outings to exhibitions and places of
interest. If you would like to join us, please contact me.
caroline.nixon@btinternet.com or jhburras@yahoo.co.uk

Village Organisations
Long Compton and District Garden Club - Contact Anthony Wells 684337 or Lesley Roberts 684545
Compton and District History Society - Contact Diana Cook 684771
Comptonians - Contact Margaret Welsh 684238
Village Hall - Mo Read on 684130, 07814 802814 or lcvillagehall@yahoo.co.uk
Compton Creatives - caroline.nixon@btinternet.com or jhburras@yahoo.co.uk
Long Compton & District Walkers - Jan Treadaway 684553
Long Compton Short Mat Bowls - Club Contact Adrian on 684024
Long Compton Bridge Club - Chris Galloway 684234
The Friends of Long Compton Church e: friendslcchurch@gmail.com
f: @friendsoflongcomptonchurch and https://www.friendsofloncomptonchurch.com/
Long Compton Sports Club:
Secretary: Andrew Lund-Yates 07813 032144/ 01451 820467 andrewlundyates@gmail.com
Cricket: Andrew Badham 07900-466339 andrewbadham@icloud.com
34

VILLAGE
NEWS

WHICHFORD AND ASCOTT
Editor: Melanie Arnold
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The Reading Room Draw
Congratulations to Sophie Corlett who was the winner of the December Reading Room
draw.
Jenny Scrivener

The LINK
We have a LINK committee meeting scheduled for February, so do please get in touch
by late January or early February if you have anything you would like me to bring up,
whether it’s content, subscriptions or whatever. Many thanks.
Melanie Arnold, 07950 857526
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THE WOLFORDS
Editor, Little Wolford Email: littlewolford@swlink.org.uk
Editor, Great Wolford: Lynn Mathias
Email: greatwolford@swlink.org.uk Tel: 674247

Little Wolford and Great Wolford Parishes to Combine?
At the time of this January issue of The LINK going to press, no volunteers have come
forward to take on the Chair/RFO roles of the Little Wolford Parish Meeting and
consequently, it looks like the combining of the two Parish Authorities will be going
ahead.
No further steps will be taken until the deadline of Monday 31 January has passed.
Should you wish to put your name forward, please email the existing officers (Helen
Bostock and Simon Lewis-Beeching) at chairman@littlewolford.org.uk to discuss the
matter before this date.
Helen Bostock – Chair of Little Wolford Parish Meeting
Lynn Mathias – Chair of Great Wolford Parish Council
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The Wolfords WI - December
We were hoping to meet as normal in the village hall, but a rise in local covid cases meant
going back to Zoom. Secrets, Scandals and Salacious Gossip of the Royal Court with
historian Sarah Slater certainly lived up to its title.
Sarah had been a guide lecturer at Hampton Court Palace for 14 years. Even though
we were on Zoom, she was beautifully dressed in a gown from ‘The Restoration’ period.
This was from 1660 when Charles II was restored to the throne. This was the era of the
Stewarts and Georgians, and Sarah took us expertly through their family trees. This
seems to have been a very sexually liberated era. A monarch was expected to have an
official mistress. George IV had 16 official mistresses whereas George III refused to have
one. George III was also the first King not to live at Hampton Court, preferring to purchase
Buckingham Palace.
Sexually transmitted diseases such as syphilis were common. Beauty spots were used
to cover pox marks. The latest in contraception were condoms made of linen or from
sheep intestines. Women used sponges soaked in lemon juice! In 1773 there was even a
published book listing prostitutes in Covent Garden with descriptions of their attributes.
Sarah’s lecture was fascinating, interesting and fun. We all felt we would like to visit
Hampton Court.
In January we all go out to dinner and this year will be special as we will be celebrating
our 100th Anniversary. What an amazing achievement for the Wolfords! We look forward
to lots of exciting events this year. If you would like to join us at a meeting please contact
President Gilly Davis, 07812 344598, Secretary Theresa Wakeham, 686098 or Sarah
Franklin 674615.

Royal British Legion – Poppy Day Appeal
The door-to-door collections in Great Wolford raised £419.45 and in
Little Wolford, £158.95. The collection in the Church on
Remembrance Sunday was £145. A total from our villages of £723.40.
Thank you to all who contributed and collected.
Brigadier Christopher Wolverson

The Wolfords Village Hall One Hundred Club
The December winners were as follows;
1st prize – Sarah Franklin
2nd prize – Ann McKenna
3rd prize – Christopher Wolverson
Many congratulations to the above. Please let
me know if you would like to have more shares as
the club is still short of 100 shares. Of course,
multiple shares do increase the chance of
winning! All proceeds go to help with the upkeep
of the village hall.
James van Helden
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The Wolfords WI Centenary
The Wolfords’ WI was founded on Tuesday 31 January 1922. The first President was Mrs.
Henrietta Warriner, Vice President Mrs. Tustain, Treasurer Mrs. Kilby, and Secretary Mrs.
Mawle. Many of their descendants still live in and around the two villages and participate
in the WI today. At its foundation, there were 38 names registered.
Over the years, the members of The Wolfords WI have remained a solid force within
the community. They have continued to participate in many activities, raise money and
donate to worthy causes. These range from paying for a solarium to be added to
Warriner Ward at Ellen Badger Hospital in 1927, buying their first Denman Bursary in
1963 costing £7 for a 4-day course, to more recently, participating in our first Zoom
meetings and AGM, and donating funds to Shipston Home Nursing in memory of two
members who we sadly lost this year.
In the minutes of the 75th Anniversary they write; ‘it is an achievement to be proud
of, that two small villages can support the Women’s institute for 75 years. So, it is a good
time to thank all members past and present for their time and enthusiasm and hope that
we can celebrate 100 years in the future.’
In our hundredth year, I reiterate this sentiment and, like those who have gone before
us, having kept The Wolfords’ WI alive through difficult times over the last 100 years. I
hope that the WI, and in particular The Wolfords WI, will continue through the current
world difficulties with the same enthusiasm of our predecessors. This way we too will be
celebrating another twenty-five years with our 125th Anniversary.

The WI Fete in 1922

The Wolfords WI - October 2021

Helen O’Brian, Wolfords WI Treasurer

The Wolfords Emergency Telephone Scheme
Residents of the Wolfords are seeking to set up a Village Emergency Telephone Scheme.
A single telephone number links multiple volunteers who can be called on in the event
of a cardiac arrest, ensuring a second person is on hand to lend assistance or fetch the
defibrillator. For a viable scheme, we need a minimum of three volunteers per village.
If you are willing to be added to the list, please email:
Lynn Mathias - chair@greatwolfordparishcouncil.org.uk
or Helen Bostock - chairman@littlewolford.org.uk
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Brookhill Blizzard by Great Wolford artist Jenny Henderson

Fish and Chip Thank You
I just wanted to say a huge thank you to everyone who has
supported our takeaway fish and chips this year. We have
raised over £4,000 for the maintenance of St. Michael & All
Angels church in Great Wolford which has rebuilt walls,
repaired windows and tackled various other problems you
have with an old stone building.
In total, since we started in October 2020, we have raised
over £5,000 which is truly amazing. So, thank you to all who
have eaten our fish & chips and kept coming back for more, and for those who have
supported the raffle by buying tickets and donating prizes.
We still have work to do in the church as the heating is really not working. That will be
our next project to have a warmer more welcoming church so we will be continuing the
takeaways in 2022 starting at the end of January.
If you have not yet tried our incredible fish and chips and would like to, then please
email me at annmckenna3@sky.com to join the mailing list or telephone me on 01608
674009.
Ann McKenna, Treasurer Wolford PCC
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Poetry
Notes

Email: editor@swlink.org.uk

My scan of poetic birthdays this month has revealed that John Donne, one of the
‘metaphysical’ poets, was born 22 January 1572. This is very considerate of John, as this
means it’s his 450th birthday. His bell is certainly tolling!
Donne was born into a Catholic family and faced more than his share of difficulties in
his early life. Despite studying at both Oxford and Cambridge, his refusal to take the
Oath of Supremacy (swearing allegiance to the monarch as Supreme Governor of the
Church of England), precluded him from receiving his degrees.
Perhaps the term ‘metaphysical’ needs some explanation. The term was coined by
Samuel Johnson to describe a group of 17th-century English poets whose work had a
greater emphasis on the spoken, rather than lyrical quality of their verse. Few of these
poets were highly regarded until 20th century attention established their importance.
One of Donne’s most famous poems is commonly known as No Man is an Island,
although it was originally written in prose in 1624 as part of Meditation XVII - Devotions
upon Emergent Occasions. Donne did eventually relent on the religious question and
later in life, became an MP and also a cleric in the Church of England. His poem speaks
of the importance of the interconnections between us all, and how the loss of one in a
community, affects us all.

No Man Is An Island
No man is an island,
Entire of itself,
Every man is a piece of the continent,
A part of the main.
If a clod be washed away by the sea,
Europe is the less.
As well as if a promontory were.
As well as if a manor of thy friend's
Or of thine own were:
Any man's death diminishes me,
Because I am involved in mankind,
And therefore never send to know for whom the bell tolls;
It tolls for thee.
John Donne (1572 – 1631)

Please keep your poetry suggestions coming; writing them for us would be even
better! Please be sure to submit your suggestions in good time bearing in mind that
more recent poems will often be protected by copyright and if this is the case, the
publisher’s permission will need to be obtained.
Keith Murphy, editor@swlink.org.uk
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Counselling, and Art Psychotherapy
Integrative Arts
Psychotherapeutic Counsellor
Caroline Moss (IATE UKCP)
The aim of therapy is to help people to
make their lives and relationships more
fulfilled. It is useful for a wide range of
issues, feelings and behaviours. It can be
for people who want to bring about
change as well as those who are
temporarily unable to cope. As the
therapeutic relationship develops, we
will explore your inner world in a safe,
non-judgemental and confidential
space and as you learn new insights into
yourself, change will naturally follow.
Individual or Group Therapy.
For all ages.
For more information, please contact
Caroline: caroline@theraptree.com
07538 339811 www.theraptree.com
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THE WOLFORDS
VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for children’s parties, meetings, classes,
family gatherings, BBQs, company training
- seats 50 - 60, (80 standing)
- excellent disabled access
- well-equipped, modern kitchen
Bookings:
https://www.thewolfordsvillagehall.org.uk
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