EVENTS
DIARY

Contact: The Editor
Email: editor@swlink.org.uk

Events Update
There is more and more going ahead as restrictions are lifting. Please still take care, as at
present, cases show little sign of falling and it’s probably still best to check beforehand
that events are still going ahead.
August (VH = Village Hall; Ch = Church)
Sun
Sat
Sat
Mon
Tue
Tue
Thurs
Sat
Sat
Wed
Thurs
Sun
Sat
Mon
Mon

01
07
07
09
10
10
12
14
14
18
19
22
28
30
30

St. Martin’s Barcheston Organ Recital
Barton Fete – The Green
Cherington, Stourton and Sutton Weekend Tennis Tournament begins
Wolfords WI trip to Sezincote House and Gardens
Long Compton & District Walkers, meet in Red Lion car park
CAMEO Lunch Club, Grand Re-opening, Burmington VH
Long Compton Book Club
Coffee Shop at The Hall, Stourton
Social Saturday, Long Compton Village Hall
Long Compton and District Gardening Club, visit to Rousham, (arrive at)
Craft Market, Long Compton Congregational Chapel
Working Party at The Wolfords Village Hall
Congregational Chapel - Craft, Flower and Produce Show commences
Whichford and Ascott Flower Show and Fete, The Village Green
Items to Wolfords PCC before this date for the Moreton car boot sale

15.30
14.30
09.30
12.30
19.00
10.30
11.00
14.00
18.00
10.00
13.30

LINK cover: ‘Farewell Cake’ Photograph by
Celia Sawyer. The design is based on the
illustration by Sue Shacklock that used to grace
the front cover of this magazine. For more, read
the item on page 4.
Cover design by KMS Litho, Hook Norton.
The LINK welcomes contributions for the front
cover or elsewhere. Portrait orientation
photographs or artwork preferred. Please send
items to editor@swlink.org.uk
LINK cover and artwork produced by KMS Litho,
Hook Norton and sponsored by Oxford
Hardware.
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EDITORIAL
A Farewell Service
Churchgoers from across the seven villages gathered in Long Compton church on
Sunday 27 June for Stuart’s last service and to bid farewell to Stuart, Vicki, Beth and
James. As most LINK readers will know, after more than 10 years as Rector of the SW7
Benefice, Stuart is embarking on a new vocation as Pastor of Christ Church, Market
Harborough. It was an inspiring service and a very moving occasion.
Stuart led the service, administered communion (bread only, with no common cup
due to Covid restrictions) and preached for the last time in Long Compton’s fine stone
pulpit. Stuart took as his Bible text James 5, 13-20, sometimes described as the Prayer of
Faith, which begins ‘Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy?
Let them sing songs of praise.’
As ever, Stuart drew on colourful analogies to make his point, on this occasion inviting
us to imagine a trip in the Tardis, time travelling through events in the Old and New
Testaments as he explained the significance of James’s advice to his listeners. As
exhorted by James, we did indeed pray for those in trouble; we also prayed for the Allen
family in their new venture and gave thanks for their time in this Benefice, with Nick
Jackson leading the prayers with fluency and warmth. Sadly, we could not follow James’s
advice to sing songs of praise, because of covid restrictions, but we listened to some of
Stuart’s favourite hymns, played by organist Julian Grimshaw, and followed the words in
our hymn books.
At the end of the service, Stuart and his family were invited to step forward for a
special presentation. Jill Kirby paid tribute to Stuart’s ministry and gave particular
mention to three aspects of that ministry:
•
•
•

His prayerful personal support of those in the Benefice who have experienced
the most testing moments of severe illness and bereavement.
His powerful and inspiring preaching, bringing to all his hearers a much better
knowledge and understanding of the Bible.
His ability to speak directly but simply about the importance of faith on special
occasions such as weddings and funerals, when his audience included many
people who were not habitual churchgoers.

Roger Maycock added to the tribute by emphasising Stuart’s leadership in bringing
the Benefice together as a strong unit of fellowship and shared mission, including the
creation of the Joint Parochial Church Council in 2019. He also paid tribute to Vicki for
her wonderful support to Stuart throughout his ministry here, as well as the role she has
played in leading children’s groups.
Gifts were then presented to the Allen family: a decorated bowl and platter from
Whichford pottery as a memento with local associations, and an e-card to spend in John
Lewis stores to the value of £1700. These generous gifts, raised through a collection
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across the Benefice, reflected the affection in which Stuart and Vicki are held and the
gratitude of the church family for their service amongst us.
A magnificent cake was unveiled, pictured on the front of this month’s LINK, made
and decorated for the occasion by Debra Goodwin of White Hyacinth Cake Design, which
was later cut and distributed (outside the church) to all those attending. Many readers
of the LINK will recognize the design, as it is based on Sue Shacklock’s picture map of the
SW7 churches which used to appear on the LINK front cover, and still features on our
service booklets.
Stuart, Vicki, Beth and James then all spoke in turn to express their thanks for their
time here, their special memories, and for the generous gifts just received. They will be
much missed and, as Roger put it ‘our loss will be Market Harborough’s gain.’ We wish
them all the very best for the future.

The Allen family (holding the Whichford platter)

Some words of thanks from the Rector
Please would you pass on our heartfelt gratitude to everyone who helped to make our
last Sunday service in SW7 such a special occasion. We were very touched by the
gracious words of appreciation and the generous gifts of cake, Whichford pottery and
the overwhelmingly ample gift vouchers for John Lewis were so thoughtful and so very
much appreciated.
We shall continue to pray for the Benefice as you seek the Lord’s will for your next
Rector. With all our love,
Stuart, Vicki, Bethany and James
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SAFAG wins National Award
Shipston Area Flood Action Group (SAFAG) has been awarded the Environment Agency
Flood and Coast Excellence 2021 Award for Community Partnership.
SAFAG is a community led volunteer team which aims to reduce the risk of flooding
to homes and businesses by installing Natural Flood Management (NFM) measures
across the entire 187sq km upstream catchment of the River Stour in Warwickshire which
also includes large parts of Cotswold (Gloucs) and Cherwell (Oxon) Districts.
The group has members from Brailes, Long Compton, Tredington, Newbold and
Alderminster as well as Shipston and since 2017, has installed over 700 wooden dams
and ponds to hold back and slow the flow from upstream tributaries into the Stour
during periods of heavy rainfall. Some 17 villages and towns as well as numerous smaller
settlements are already benefitting from this work.
The judges said: ‘This is a really good example of how to do Natural Flood
Management really well and (we) were very impressed by its intrinsically local feel – from
being community led to using local knowledge, local contractors and leveraging local
funding. This extremely effective approach is the very definition of an exemplary
Community Partnership.’
SAFAG’s Chairman, Phil Wragg
said: ‘This award gives SAFAG
recognition at National level. It is
the culmination of five years work
by a fantastic volunteer group and
wouldn’t have happened without
the willing support of over 40
farmers and landowners to whom
we give huge thanks. Thanks also
to the Environment Agency for
their unstinting support and also to
relevant Parish, Town, District and
County Council’s and many others
who have played a part.
See https://safag.org/ for more
info:
The photograph shows left to right SAFAG volunteers Mike McCarthy, Phil Wragg
and Geoff Smith at Shipston Bridge with the ‘trophy’.
Len Grey

Shipston Medical Centre
Save the date! The community very sadly lost wonderful Dr. Sue Pritchard earlier this
year, and, with so many lovely comments about her, a memorial service is planned on
Saturday 18 September at 3.00 pm in St. Edmunds Church, Shipston on Stour to
celebrate her life.
More information about the event will follow in due course.
Sue Sturgess
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The LINK Crossword

The solution to the
July LINK Crossword

Link Talk
There will shortly be a vacancy for the post of Village Editor in Cherington and Stourton.
Alan Holmes will be putting down his pen (well actually his mouse), for the last time by
the end of this year. Alan has been the editor now for some eight to nine years and feels
the time is right to pass this job to someone else.
He will be missed by The LINK. He does more than the village pages. So please, we
need a volunteer to take on the Village Editor role. Please email me for more details, or
speak to Alan directly. It really is not that onerous!
Keith Murphy, editor@swlink.org.uk
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INFO
LINK

Contact: The Editor
Email: editor@swlink.org.uk

The Post Office van is in the car park by the village shop in Long Compton from 9.30 -11.30
am Monday and Wednesday, and from 12.30 to 2.00 pm Tuesday and Thursday.
Shipston ‘tip’ is open - to book https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/recyclingshipston
DATES AND FETES*
Please send us the dates of all your significant social events. We are continuing this listing
even though events may be restricted. Please check this list before you plan a new event.
Dec 10/11/12
Sun 19 Dec

Friends of Long Compton Church - Christmas Tree Festival
Christmas Service, The Chapel, Long Compton
* Events could be affected by coronavirus cancellations.

LOCAL CATHOLIC CHURCH SERVICES
Chipping Norton, Masses: Contact the parish priest for mass times – 01608 642703
Stow-on-the-Wold, Our Lady and St Kenelm, 5 Back Walls, Sunday 9.00 a.m. and Our Lady Help of
Christians, Station Road, Bourton-on-the-Water Saturday Vigil 6.00 p.m. Tel: 01608 674354
Brailes/Shipston/Kineton Masses: Contact the parish priest for mass times - 01608 685259
Chipping Campden, St Catharine’s Lower High Street, Sunday masses: – Saturday Vigil 6.00 p.m.
Sunday 10.30 a.m. Tel: 01386 840261 (All socially distanced.)

Local Congregational Services and local Quaker Meetings
If you have any up-to-date details on services/meetings, please email editor@swlink.org.uk

Peace Rose by LINK reader and artist Jenny Wilson
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PARISH
PEOPLE
Parochial Church Councils (PCCs)
Barcheston St Martin

Barton-on-the-Heath St Lawrence

Churchwardens
Secretary
Treasurer

Churchwardens
Secretary
Treasurer

David Hodges 664310
Nick Jackson 01926 640658
David Cleave 666002

Hamish Cathie 674303
Gillian Cathie 674303
Mandy McPherson 674734

Burmington St Barnabas & St Nicholas

Cherington St John the Baptist

Churchwardens

Churchwarden
Secretary
Treasurer

Secretary
Treasurer

Sonia Baker 661459
Michael Macdonald 662483
Graham Lancaster 663265
Sue Bradley 661635

Roger Maycock 686404
Paul Levitch 686353
Rory McLeod 686278

Long Compton St Peter and St Paul

Whichford St Michael

Churchwardens
Secretary
Treasurer

Churchwardens

Jill Kirby 684923
Zoë Wrigley 650404
Walter Sawyer 684755

Secretary
Treasurer

Mandy James 684479
Sophia Corlett
Lucy Simpson
Andy Chapman 684652

Wolford St Michael & All Angels
Churchwarden
Treasurer

John Wrench 674389
Ann McKenna 674009

Parish Councils

Chair

Clerk

Barcheston
Barton-on-the-Heath
Burmington
Cherington
Long Compton
Whichford

David Sutton
James Coker (674601)
Robert Hutchings (661496)
Philip Townsend (686529)
Simon Bing (684827)
Peter O’Kane (684888)

Ann Batchelor (661527)
Julia Gotrel

Sara Cole (686250)
Sam Weller (698870)
Sara Cole (686250)
clerk.whichfordandascott@hotmail.co.uk
Great Wolford
Lynn Mathias (674247)
Sue Finlay (661157)
Little Wolford Parish Meeting Helen Bostock (chairman@littlewolford.org.uk)
If you wish to update information on this page, please email the Editor: editor@swlink.org.uk
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9.00 am BCP
Holy
Communion
(HP)

1st August
Ninth Sunday
after Trinity

9.00 am BCP
Holy
Communion
(BD)

St Lawrence
Barton

9.00 am BCP
Morning Prayer
(HP)

9.00 am BCP
Holy Communion
(BD)

10.30 am CW
Morning Prayer
(BD)

St John
the Baptist
Cherington

AUGUST 2021 CHURCH SERVICES
St Barnabas
& St Nicholas
Burmington

9.00 am BCP
Morning Prayer
(BD)

10.30 am CW
Holy Communion
(AD)

St Peter
& St Paul
Long Compton

10:30 CW
Morning Prayer
(BD)

10.30 am CW
Holy Communion
(BD)

St Michael
Whichford

Reverend Ben Dyson - Tel: 01608 685752 - pioneersw7@gmail.com (off duty Friday)
Benefice Administrator: Mrs Liz Clarke Tel: 07425 868855 Email: officesw7@gmail.com
www.southwarwickshirechurches.co.uk facebook.com/sw7 churches

South Warwickshire Seven Benefice

BD = Ben Dyson/LM = Liz Maycock/AW = Anthony Wells/CLW = Clare Wells/ HP = Heather Parbury/AD = Andrew Dow
BCP = Prayer Book/CW = Common Worship/GAP = Informal Service

29th August
Thirteenth
Sunday
after Trinity

22nd August
Twelfth Sunday
after Trinity

15th August
Eleventh Sunday
after Trinity

8th August
Tenth Sunday
after Trinity

St Martin
Barcheston

SW 7
Sunday Worship

SOUTH WARWICKSHIRE CHURCHES – SW 7 - Seven Parishes ~ One Church

St Michael
& All Angels
Wolford
10.30 CW
Morning Prayer
(AD)

SCHOOL
NOTES

Editor: Sally Franklin
Email: longcompton@swlink.org.uk

Art and Book Week
Charlie Mackesy’s book The Boy, The Mole, The
Fox and The Horse has been an inspirational
book for us during the pandemic. It is a book
to bring people together. I used images from
this beautiful book in the vast majority of my
weekly letters to parents from March 2020 until
now, when it was decided this time last year
that it should be our core text for Book Week in
February, following on from the enormously
successful The Lost Words just before the
pandemic hit.
It’s a celebration of kindness, compassion and understanding, conveying an essential
message for our time. The text is aligned to many of our half-termly values that enabled
all year groups to reflect, discuss and help make sense of recent challenges faced by our
communities. The book is written so that it can be picked up at any page, providing many
opportunities to create rich English learning journeys, as well as unique art outcomes.
Our annual Art and Book Week had to be rearranged from February to June due to the
national lockdown and only critical workers being in school. We commissioned art
expert Emma Bairstow to be our virtual artist in residence for the week. She recorded
sequences of wonderful art lessons for all year groups, which classes across The Stour
Federation Partnership were able to access, developing a range of sketching, oil pastel
and watercolour techniques. Each lesson took the children through a process and taught
them new skills which they could use in their final pieces.
Classes also held oral discussions, explored the vocabulary in the book and wrote
superb poetry. It was a fantastic week for the children and staff, with beautiful outcomes.

Covid Update
Due to Covid restrictions remaining for schools until the end of term, some of the events
we traditionally plan for the end of term were affected, but as always, we did our best to
provide the best opportunities for our children that we could.
Sports Days took place in class bubbles with no parent spectators this year. The
children thoroughly enjoyed their mini sports days, with scores of all classes combined
to crown each school’s house champions for the year.
The Meet The New Teacher Evening was virtual, pre-recorded as a Loom video for
families to watch over the summer holidays, with children meeting their new teachers
and teaching assistants outside and socially distanced. Transition for Year 6 pupils to
secondary school also took place virtually.
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Young Voices, Big Sign
Acorns children from Nursery to Year 6 came together virtually on Tuesday 15 June, to
become part of a world record-breaking singing event! Over 300,000 children from all
over the world, signed up to be part of a performance of ‘Lovely Day’ by Bill Withers.
Young Voices and supporting artists live-streamed this event from the O2 in London
and all the children thoroughly enjoyed watching the preparations and warm-ups
before being part of the event itself. Participants had the option of being part of the
‘Biggest Sing’ or the ‘Biggest Sign’ and Acorns pupils did extremely well at remembering
the key British Sign Language actions. A virtual choir was played during the performance
and well done to Archie and Meg (Class 3) who submitted an audio recording to form
part of this choir.
The event itself was not only hugely enjoyable and a fabulous opportunity to feel part
of a collaborative performance, but it was also a charity event in aid of Place2Be, which
supports children’s mental health. If you would like to donate, please follow the link
provided on Seesaw.

Race For Life
Both Brailes and Acorns Upper Key Stage 2 children organised a Race for Life sponsored
event for their innovate project in the Blood Heart topic. It was a huge success at both
schools with all children and staff joining in to raise funds for a super charity. The House
Sports Captains provided an excellent cardiovascular and stretching warm up for each
class before then explaining how the run would work and setting the classes off.
Well done to both schools! Each raised in the region of £1,000.

Christian Hilton – Executive Headteacher
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FARMING
NOTES

Editor: Lynn Mathias
Email: farming@swlink.org.uk

This month, I have asked Tom Eddolls from English Fine Furniture, based in one of the
units on Manor Farm, to tell us a little about his work with a tree that came down on the
farm. The result, I think you will agree, is a rather stunning walnut table.
Lynn Mathias

From Field to Yield
The story of how a windblown farm walnut tree came to live on, as a fine handmade
dining table.

In 2019 during a bout of heavy wind, an old English walnut came down on the farm
where I am lucky enough to work. It had rotted at the base and could no longer support
its own weight. The farmers at Manor Farm, Great Wolford quite rightly were keen to find
a use for it and asked if I could think of anyone who could deal with such a thing. As it
happened, I knew a chap called Jonny Walker who was quite adept at such things and
so after a quick call, he came to look at the aftermath of the storm.
He advised that he had plenty of good walnut so why didn’t I take the tree on if he
milled it for me. It was a gamble as we had no idea how far up the rot went but I decided
that in life if nothing is ventured, nothing is gained.
We were agreed, the tree was purchased from the farm and Jonny came round to
debranch and section it off into different elements for milling. All of the unusable timber
was set aside for firewood and the trunk ,crotch and limbs were left for conversion. With
the help of Neil Davis of Fosseway Tool Hire, the tree was craned onto a lorry and carted
a short distance away to Jonny’s vintage stenna sawmill where he expertly converted it
into sawn planks of appropriate thicknesses in reflection of the different usability and
suitability of each of the sections.
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With the main trunk, a crotch and two boughs to tackle, there was a bit of work to do
so on separate occasions the boughs and crotch were boarded out with the main trunk
coming last. We had no idea how high the rot would come up inside or what the eventual
yield would be. Jonny could part way read the tree’s internal state from looking at the
exterior bark, but the real proof would be in the milling.
The initial cuts revealed a pleasant colour and figure pattern, and the milling of the
trunk showed the rot to have intruded 80cm up from the root system leaving a good one
and a half metres of usable timber left. The timber needed to be dried before use and so
was put into ‘stick’ in a covered environment to naturally air dry.

An enquiry happened to come in for a walnut dining table and sideboard. I thought
that this would be a good project for the tree and so brought the milled trunk into the
workshop to condition down. It was reading 15% moisture content from its drying
location, 12% being generally preferred for interior use so I opened the boards up on the
planer and left them to settle in ‘stick’ until they reached the required moisture content.
Finally, the time had come to benefit from all the hard work and effort and I was able
to begin making, and eventually complete a bespoke dining table to seat eight. The table
extends to seat ten with an oak leg structure and a book matched solid English walnut
top using a tree which had fallen not 100 yards behind where I work.

Tom Eddolls - https://www.englishfinefurniture.co.uk/
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GARDENING
NOTES

Editors:
Margaret Welsh, Long Compton Garden Club
Miranda Arnold, Whichford Amateur Gardener

In August, a lot of my time is usually taken up with checking to see if I have anything
worth entering into the many flower and vegetable shows - I start the month feeling very
hopeful, ending the month with mixed success. But this year, the weather has been
terrible, and covid lockdowns got in the way of proper planning, sowing, and cultivation,
so that I have very little of any quality to enter, even if all the shows were going ahead.
Everything is behind, the slugs are causing terrible damage, and the veg garden is
looking horrible.
So, this August, I won’t worry about shows, although I would encourage others to
support the local shows, and instead I’ll try to keep up with normal August jobs, which
are often neglected in the excitement of showing off.
Your wisteria should be pruned now, if you didn’t do it in July. Cut the new whippy
stems down till you’ve got five leaves remaining. This encourages it to form flower buds,
rather than green shoots.
While you’ve got your secateurs in hand, cut back herbaceous perennials - like
dicentra - that have gone over. Give your hardy geraniums a shear all over, and you might
get a further flush of blooms. Prune or cut back your climbing roses after flowering
(unless they are repeat flowering or have attractive hips). Keep deadheading dahlias,
asters, zinnias, penstemons, and roses to keep them flowering a bit longer. If any of these
are in containers, think about giving them a feed, which will also prolong flowering.
Summer prune your fruit trees after fruiting.
You could start thinking about what spring bulbs you’d like for next year and filling in
the order forms. There are so many great colours these days and you can have a lot of
fun working out impactful colour combinations for containers.
In the vegetable garden, you’ll hopefully have a lot to harvest. Sweetcorn should be
ripening in August (delicious either boiled or on the barbecue, either way with lots of
butter). Tomatoes will be turning red, cucumbers continuing to lengthen and fatten, and
you’ll have a glut of courgettes, no doubt. Make sure you water regularly. Infrequent or
irregular watering can lead both tomatoes and root vegetables to split and causes
runner beans to lose their flowers (and therefore any chance of beans). You still have
time to sow fast-maturing summer salad crops like lettuce, radishes, and rocket.
If your strawberries have sent out lots of runners, pot up the ones that have rooted, to
expand your supply for next year. Cut out old, fruited raspberry canes too. Keep a close
eye on your redcurrants as they ripen and try to get to them before the birds do. (For the
past two years, our bushes have been stripped clean overnight by birds. They seem to
hear me saying ‘oh, I’ll pick them tomorrow’, and take that as their cue to stuff their little
beaks. This year, I constructed an impenetrable, rather Heath Robinson web of netting,
which meant I got to the fruit first.)
Maybe next August, covid-permitting, I will get back to the jollity of village flower
shows … and maybe have some decent flowers and veg to show off.
Miranda Arnold
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NATURE
NOTES

Editor: Tony Partridge
Tel: 684698

I look over into my neighbour’s orchard and see that he has not cut the orchard grass as
normal, but mowed just one or two swathes, leaving the rest to grow naturally. He has
been immediately rewarded with a number of plants of orange hawkweed, a flower of
the daisy family. The identification of these plants can be a bit taxing. However, there’s
no doubt about our orange hawkweed as its brightly coloured flower confirms its
identity. An alternative name for it is ‘fox and cubs’, though how it acquired such a name,
I have no idea. Originally it was a garden escapee from the continent. Perhaps its original
name was lost in translation! It’s also found as far away as Canada, where it is as regarded
as a weed. Here though, its infrequency in only lawns and some grasslands makes it little
worry and we’re pleased to have it here next door. What else, I wonder, will come up
amongst this untamed grassland?
We regularly hear of efforts towards nature conservation from the National Trust, the
RSPB, and various local county bodies owning and managing nature reserves. But to my
surprise, I read the other day of a longstanding organisation which owns 13,000 acres of
land and is quietly getting on with a continuous process of conservation. I refer to
Network Rail, which with the aid of the UK Centre for Ecology and Hydrology (UKCEH),
has used imagery from satellites and aircraft to produce maps of all the habitats
alongside its network. These observations have predicted what animals and wildlife are
likely to be in these habitats. Not only do these records show existing habitats as they
are now, but will help observe and predict any changes which are likely to take place.
What a wonderfully large area of land being given such a thorough and up-to-date
scientific examination and observation. I wonder how many other organisations are
taking advantage of this service provided by UKCEH? What about motorway
embankments? Maybe a LINK reader will know.
I still have my boyhood copy of Wind in the Willows, and maybe I’ll read it again. One
small mistake of course is that Ratty is not a rat, but a water vole. I used to throw a piece
of apple into the Long Compton to Barton stream and wait in anticipation for a vole to
come from the bankside to pick it up and take it back. They cannot resist apple! But no
longer, as they are now all gone. The vole is not a rat, and its demise has among other
reasons been through the persecution by mink, erroneously released from captivity by
so-called animal conservationists who know as much about the subject as I do of flying
to the moon. The mink is an animal which kills not for food but for the sake of killing. The
water vole differs from the rat which swims with its head above water, whereas the vole
swims underwater. Their home is in the riverbank where the growth of more succulent
plants may be found. Its numbers have diminished, but help is at hand. Scientists are
coming up with answers as to their DNA makeup. This may lead to selective breeding
holding back the loss of this creature and so reintroduce it to our waters once more.
And now to the mystery pigeons! Looking out to the lawn where the birds graze under
the bird feeders, I beheld a bird which although having the look of a wood pigeon, its
feathering was totally different. It had the typical green ring around its neck, but it was
the black and white striped and spotted wing feathers which distinguished it from our
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wood pigeons. Then it was joined by another smaller bird, again differently feathered
being all greyish feathers. Were they racing pigeons gone astray? But these would have
surely continued on their way. These two remained all afternoon, constantly picking in
the grass, then they went, returning for a final feed and then disappeared not to be seen
again. My paper told me the answer. They were, I believe, part of one thousand racing
pigeons released the day before when they possibly became disorientated by an
electrical storm interrupting the earth’s magnetic fields. Will they reorientate themselves
and find their way home? If they don’t, they are more than welcome back here!

VILLAGE
NEWS

BARCHESTON WITH WILLINGTON
Editor: Please email – barcheston@swlink.org.uk

St. Martin’s Barcheston – Organ Recital Series 2021

17

VILLAGE
NEWS

BARTON-ON-THE-HEATH
Editor: John Castle
Email: barton@swlink.org.uk

May – A month in the spotlight
Although Barton is in Warwickshire, it has
a Gloucester post code (Moreton in
Marsh) and is frequently described as
being in ‘the Cotswold Fringe – where
stone meets brick’. By the strict definition
of the Cotswolds, because Barton is in
Warwickshire, it is not in the Cotswolds,
although by other statutes it is in the
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and
the village centre is a Conservation Area.
So, it was a nice surprise to find Barton
featuring on the front cover of Country
Life magazine under the heading ‘The
Glorious Cotswolds 72 pages of exquisite
property for sale’ (although none in
Barton). The front cover picture was not
named, and it is not until you reach page
78 that a small picture of the cover is
named as Barton-on-the-Heath.
We all knew where it was and we had
no objection to being described as being
in the glorious Cotswolds – we know
where we are, and it is glorious.

The Beneficial Book Group
We enjoyed meeting to talk about The Midnight Library by Matt Hague on 11 July.
This has been a big ‘bestseller’ and depicts the parallel pathways that might have been
taken by the depressingly named heroine, Nora Seed. Chapters go from travels in the
Arctic to rock stardom in the USA and many other scenarios and finally lands up with a
more ordinary life and acceptance of imperfections.
There are mixed reviews of this novel in the press, but our group seemed to have been
pleased to have read and discussed it.
Fanny Rickett and I will be selling books on the village green for the Barton Fete on
Saturday 7 August. Do come and browse and enjoy the Fete.
Gillian Cathie
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Zbigniew Pełczyński OBE (1928 – 2021)
Zbigniew and his wife Denise purchased
Shirley Farmhouse at auction in 1971 in a
barely restorable condition. Built in the
seventeenth century with a ‘modern wing’
added in 1810, it then took many years to
restore before, on retirement from a college
house in Oxford in 1993, he and Denise
moved permanently to Barton. They
renamed it Dover House after Robert Dover,
its earliest known inhabitant, who had created the Dover Games of Chipping Campden,
frequently cited as the model for the current Olympic Games.
Zbigniew died on 22 June after a very colourful and distinguished life. Born in
Grodziak Mazowiecki, just outside Warsaw, he joined the Polish underground forces
when 18 years old and in the Warsaw uprising in 1944 was trapped in a sewer when the
Germans totally occupied the city. He was captured and became a PoW. On release by
the Allies, at age 20, he made his way to the UK rather than staying in Poland. He enrolled
at St. Andrews University and emerged with a first-class degree in politics and economics
to start a very eventful academic career.
First came a D.Phil. at Queens College, Oxford, with his chosen topic - the German
philosopher, Georg Hegel, which led to a lectureship and fellowship at Pembroke
College including visiting professorships to the USA and Canada. He became a British
citizen in 1952. He was a gifted tutor and there were a number of his students who went
on to become famous in their own fields.
In 1961 he met and married Denise Cremona, a talented linguist working for the BBC
World Service, and they started married life in Pembroke College lodgings. He published
a book on Hegel and co-authored a book on Political Philosophy which led to him
becoming the driving force behind a scheme to allow scholars from communist
countries, principally Poland, to travel to Oxford. In its first 10 years, 450 Polish academics
were able to visit Oxford and this caught the eye of George Soros, who asked Zbigniew
to set up a scheme for one-year graduate scholarships at Oxford from all eastern
European (then Warsaw Pact) countries.
On retirement to Barton in 1993, he reinforced his ties with Poland where he helped
to set up a school for social and political leaders in the post-communist era. For his work
in forging UK links with the new Poland, he was awarded an OBE and presented with the
Order of Merit of the Republic of Poland by the Polish President. Denise died suddenly
in 2013 and Zbigniew began to lose his sight and mobility, relying on his son Jan to look
after him with frequent visits by his daughters Wanda and Ton-ton. He enjoyed
accompanied walks around the village and always had a friendly word for neighbours
and visitors - and a firm view of books selected by the village Beneficial book group.
Much as he mourned for his beloved Poland under communist rule, and rejoiced in its
freedom after the Solidarity elections in 1989, he relished his British citizenship with its
freedoms of thought and speech. He loved the peace and tranquillity of his retirement
in Barton with Denise and his final wish was to be buried beside her in the graveyard of
St. Lawrence Church. A private funeral was held on 25 July.
John Castle
19

Barton House - Film Set
BBC Studios chose Barton House as the location for filming a new detective series for
North American audiences. The Sister Boniface Mysteries set in 1960s rural Warwickshire
is a series of light-hearted murder mysteries following the investigations of Sister
Boniface, Bride of Christ, vintner, and Crime Scene Investigator.
Staring Lorna Watson as Sister Boniface, living in St. Vincent’s Convent, she is the
Great Slaughter Constabulary’s secret weapon in its fight against crime. St. Vincent’s is a
small community of wine making nuns where Sister Boniface has a laboratory.
The filming took place in front and inside Barton House out of sight of passers-by
except for two vintage police cars and a classic sports car driving up from storage at the
Fire Service College. BBC Studios will be showing the film on Britbox and should we get
the dates, we will make sure to let LINK readers know.

On set, outside Barton House
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CAMEO Lunch Club – Afternoon Tea
On Tuesday 11 July, twenty CAMEO Lunch Club members gathered in Burmington
village hall for afternoon tea. Seated at socially distanced tables of four, tea, cakes and
scones were served to club members from all over the SW7 Benefice and Shipston.
Everyone was happy to be able to resume meeting and seeing friends again after the
long lockdown. Finally, each person was given a pot of flowers to take home. A very good
time was had by all at the tea party; it was indeed a very happy occasion.
Good news! On Tuesday 10 August, lunches in the hall will resume. Please do be sure
to book if you would like to come to the grand reopening. It will be lovely to see you all!
Sonia Baker

[Village Ed - as ever, a huge thanks to the unsung heroes who organise and prepare
wonderful food for the Lunch Club. Thank you!]

Gordon Marshall
With great sadness we report the sudden death of Gordon Marshall, aged 87. Gordon, a
much loved and popular Burmington resident, moved into one of the then newly
converted Tame barns thirty-two years ago.
He was a keen golfer and a member of Brailes (Feldon Valley) and Broadway golf clubs,
a keen supporter of village activities and was a regular attender at the CAMEO lunch club.
Gordon was an excellent quiz master on many occasions at our quiz nights in the village
hall. He had a keen sense of fun and for several years, dressed up as ‘Burmington Bertie’
at our village fetes. Gordon was also, for some years, Treasurer of Burmington’s Parish
Meeting.
He will be very much missed.
We have been told that Gordon’s funeral will be at Banbury Crematorium on Thursday
12 August at 12.00 noon. (Please contact the Crematorium on 01295 226500 to find out
more about attending and any possible restrictions).

[Village Ed - we are hoping that Gordon’s daughter Sam, will write a longer piece about
him for the September edition of The LINK]

Burmington Village Hall
The hall now has a new website - www.burmingtonvillagehall.co.uk
Please visit the site and if you are a member of Facebook, follow the link and give our
page a ‘like’ and ‘follow’ to keep up with the latest news of events and happenings @burmingtonvillagehall
Dawn Fisher
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Afternoon Tea - Saturday 3 July
Our first event this year was a huge success. It was lovely to see faces old and new after
such a strange year. Everyone who dropped in enjoyed the delicious cakes and savories
as well as a well-earned pot of tea, despite the threat of the British weather which held
out for the afternoon, except for a few spots of rain. A huge thank you to everyone who
helped and everyone who attended and made the tea such a triumph

The village hall committee are looking forward to hosting a ‘Fish and Chip’ supper on
Saturday 4 September - please keep the date free in your diaries.
Robyn Sutton
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Tel: 686682

Coffee Shop, The Hall
Come along and have a chat with your friends over a cuppa and a chance to get to
know people if you are new to the village . Everyone Welcome .

Aluminium Recycling
Please bring along your aluminium cans and clean foil to The Paddock, Stourton CV36
5HG and leave inside the gate. We are the collection point for Katharine House Hospice.

Please make sure the cans are aluminium as we have had a lot of food tins put in the
bin which are not aluminium. There is a magnet on the bin – if it sticks to it, then it’s an
unwanted tin and not aluminium. It should not be placed in the bin if this happens.
24
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From Brailes to Brays
As a Cotswold Voluntary Warden leading guided walks, I’ve long wanted to introduce
groups to unfamiliar landscapes. I’ve always felt that the Warwickshire Cotswolds are
an overlooked area of the Cotswolds national countryside, so, along with another
warden, we put together a walk we decided to call ‘Delights of the Eastern Cotswolds’,
doing a walk once a month.
On Thursday 8 July we started a section in Brailes and finished at Whichford, taking
in Cherington and then Margetts’ Hills, giving expansive views over the Stour Valley.

The group knew they were going to have a surprise but didn’t know what, so they
were astonished when they saw two donkeys coming towards them. We had chosen
Stourton as the halfway point to have a stop, and I’d spoken to Eric Clubley (we both
sing in the Chipping Norton Choral Society) about maybe meeting the donkeys and
finding somewhere to have our tea/coffee. The group were delighted to discover the
attractive village of Stourton, and raised beds were just the right height for tired legs.
The Cotswold Voluntary Wardens were established over 50 years ago and as well as
leading walks, we work with local authorities to help maintain Public Rights of Way. If
you would like to join a warden’s walk, they can be found on
www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk - find the walking and exploring heading and then look for
guided walks.
Rosemary Wilson
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Village Lottery
Winners in the Draw for the July Lottery were:
1st Joanna Mitchell - £80

2nd Jane Cameron - £45

3rd Alison Maxwell - £30

Congratulations to our winners and thank you for your continued support. For more
information on joining, please contact Steve Allkins.
Steve Allkins

Tennis Tournament
Just a note to let you know that this year's CSS Village Tennis Tournament will take
place over the weekend of the 7/8 August. Play will take place over the two mornings
with the final, and lunch from around 1.00 pm on the Sunday.
Sally Clubley

The Gardening Group
The Garden Group event planned for 7 July in The Hall was cancelled due to the rules
for numbers indoors and the unreliable weather for outdoors. We will resume regular
meetings on the first Wednesday of the month from Wednesday 1 September starting
at 7.30 pm in the Cart Shed – unlocking allowing! New members welcome.
Kerrith Carr, 686403

Brailes Picturehouse
September will soon be upon us, quite exciting to get back to reality! Our way forward
is under discussion along with guidance of the village hall.
We will be showing ourselves off at the 'Brailes Village Re-start’ on 11 September so
please come along, we will be glad to see you .
Film dates:
September
October
November

Saturday 18 September
Saturday 15 October
Saturday 20 November
Deirdre & Team
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Collection for Judith – Long Compton Stores
To everybody who contributed to Judith’s collection your generosity was amazing! We collected a massive
£337. I spent £63 on a huge and stunning bouquet and a
card and gave Judith a cheque for £274 to spend as she
chooses.
Judith’s message of thanks is below.

Dear All,
I would like to pass on many thanks for the beautiful
bouquet of flowers and very generous cheque, kindly
given to me by so many customers of the stores.
I feel totally overwhelmed by the thoughtfulness and
support shown to me. I will buy something very special to
keep and treasure it always.
With so many thanks to all, Judith xx
Janet Blackwell

Long Compton Village Hall
I think we can say summer has arrived! I’m basing that in part on the weather at our July
Social Saturday which can best be described as ‘mizzly’. Luckily, we had a marquee to
shelter under so we could still be socially distanced and have plenty of fresh air around
us. I like to think the little walk to the serving table for your second (or third) round of
eats provides vital exercise and helps to burn off those calories. Please be aware that this
has not yet been scientifically proven, but I’m sure it’s hidden somewhere in the pages
of Government advice regarding the current situation.
Things are getting back to normal
once more with some parties over the
summer and then in September we
have a jazz evening along with the
return of our regulars groups; so far
Needlework and History Society with
the Garden Club in October. We will
continue with our Social Saturday on
the second Saturday of each month
(Saturday 14th August) which will
also include a few local stalls. So bring
your purses and see what’s on offer.
Our local crafters have been very busy
making goodies to tempt you.
28

As always, if you'd like to get involved and help out in any capacity, just shout! At our
July Social Saturday we were very pleased to welcome Phoebe who volunteered as part
of her Duke of Edinburgh's Award activity. If there's any other young (or not so young)
person looking for some volunteer work, we'd love to hear from you.
Mo Read on 684130, 07814802814 or lcvillagehall@yahoo.co.uk

Long Compton & District Walkers
In spite of so many walkers being away last month, we still managed to muster a dozen
enthusiasts to explore a walk starting in Stow-on-the-Wold. Having safely negotiated
crossing the Fosse Way, we set off down towards Lower Swell. It was amazing that as
soon as we got a few yards away from the main road we were in open countryside
enjoying the first of the open views.
Following the Heart of England Way towards Nether Swell,
we paused for the essential coffee break at Hyde Mill, where
a group of animals were resting under a tree. Debate
followed as to whether they were sheep or goats, a simple
enough question you might think, but they had similarities to
both species. An enquiry from a local gentleman gave us the
answer, - Soay sheep who originated from Soay island near
St. Kilda. Quite how they came to be near Stow remained a
mystery.
The route back to Stow via Maugersbury gave a stunning
view from part of the Macmillan way, a section we had never
walked before. A welcome lunch awaited a small number in
Stow, we even had our table especially reserved for us. Thank
you to our leaders for taking us to a different area, who knows
where next month’s walk might take us, but we shall find out
on Tuesday 10 August, meeting as usual in the car park at the
Red Lion at 9.30 am.
Jan Treadaway 684553

Long Compton Neighbourhood Watch
Our local co-ordinator is Jordan Boswell, who would very much
welcome reports of suspicious behaviour. Do let him know about
anything that seems to you to be out of the ordinary. Your
information might just be the little piece of the jigsaw that helps solve
a problem. All calls and emails are completely confidential – your
name will not be made public. Contact Jordan on 07795 008998, or at

SFAG wins National Award
Shipston Area Flood Action Group (SAFAG) has been awarded the Environment Agency
Flood and Coast Excellence 2021 Award for Community Partnership. Please see the
report on page 6 which gives further details.
Lindsay Forbes – Long Compton Parish Council
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100 Club Draw
The July Draw was done at the Social Saturday held at the hall on 10 July. The results
are as follows:
1st Prize 210 David Brown
2nd Prize 127 Mr & Mrs Wright

3rd Prize 226 Paul Field
4th Prize 144 Paul Miller

The next draw will take place at the Social Saturday at the hall on Saturday 14
August .
Chris Galloway 684234

The Compton Creatives
We were finally able to meet outdoors in June for the first time in more than a year. For
those of you who don't know us, we are a group who enjoy arts and crafts, with an
emphasis on textiles. We meet monthly, usually on the third Monday of the month.
Sometimes we just work on our own projects while indulging in coffee, cakes and
chat. Sometimes one of us holds a mini workshop, and sometimes we have an outside
teacher come to give us a workshop. We also enjoy outings to exhibitions and places of
interest. At our next meeting we will be trying paper marbling.
If you would like to join us, please contact either Caroline or Jane.
caroline.nixon@btinternet.com or jhburras@yahoo.co.uk

Compton District History Society - Return
With fingers firmly crossed that there will be no more hiccups on the road back to normal
socialising, we are planning to restart our society’s activities from Wednesday 15
September, with our AGM followed by a talk from Bill Cook about Long Compton during
the Second World War.
Members renewing in September will pay a half rate subscription, having had only
half a year effective membership in 2019 when we had to shut down last year. New
members will pay the full £12.
We are now (hopefully) rescheduling the talks we had to cancel last year and
completing the programme for next year. If you have a request or a suggestion for a talk,
please let me know. The full programme will be available at the AGM.
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We will be meeting as before in the village hall at 7.00 pm on the second Wednesday
of the month from September to December and March to June next year. Refreshments
are served after the talk. We look forward to seeing members, new members and visitors
in the near future.
Diana Cook 01608 684771

Ebenezer Congregational Chapel
Following the very generous grant from a private
Trust Fund, we were able to complete the rebuild of
a dry-stone wall at the front of our car park. This was
completed within a couple of weeks by Bruce
Norgrove, pictured with his assistant Will. A lovely
job I am sure you will agree! This has made the
entrance wider, and the visibility is now greatly
improved.
Two local Gentlemen have kindly donated their
time and equipment to sorting out the car park. This is under way as we speak. The
funds you have kindly donated towards this project means that we are able to
purchase the materials.
We have had quotes for the roof of the Arden Room and the new toilet extension
and can now submit our grant application for this – wish us luck!
Events
Our Bicentennial service on Sunday 4 July was enjoyed by all those who attended and
our guest Rev. Janet Wooton, gave a very interesting and thought-provoking address
delivered with verve. In addition, three new members were welcomed into the Chapel.
The craft market on 15 July was
well attended and enjoyed by all
and the stallholders were happy
with the result.
With covid restrictions being
eased, we will be able to add more
stallholders as time goes by! If you
would like a stall, please contact
us. We hope you to see you on
Thursday 19 August 6.00 -8.00 pm.
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Craft, Flower and Produce Show
If you wish to enter anything, please bring it on either Friday 27 August 4.00 – 7.00 pm
or Saturday 28 August 8.00 -10.00 am. Entry forms available from The Stores or Chapel.
Class descriptions can be seen on page 33.
Judging takes place on Saturday 28 August 10.00 am – 2.00 pm and the Show is open
to the public on Saturday 28 August 2.00 -6.00 pm and Sunday 29 August 12.00 – 3.00
pm. Entry is free and refreshments will be on sale.
A short Harvest Blessing will take place Sunday 3.30 pm followed by sale of produce.
Sally Franklin 07870 545431 or Elizabeth Gilkes 07791 621778
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Long Compton Bridge Club
All being well, we will restart the Bridge Club meetings in the village hall in September,
depending on Government advice! The pattern will be as before, i.e. second Tuesday
7.30 pm to 9.30 pm, and fourth Tuesday 2.30 pm to 4.30 pm.
The club is open to players of any standard, and the aim is to have fun and meet other
players so as to enjoy further games at home. Beginners are welcome.
There is no membership fee, but a 'green fee' of £3 is charged for each meeting to
cover coffee/tea, biscuits and expenses.
Chris Galloway 684234
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Long Compton Garden Club
Visit to Pettifers Garden, Wardington, near Banbury.
Keen members of the Garden Club and their friends, totalling 30 in number, visited this
gorgeous garden on Monday 5 July. We were all delighted to be able to meet up once
again. We ate our picnics in the picturesque garden prior to an introduction by the
gardener Polly, and then we were at liberty to wander round and enjoy the plantings
with contrasting textures and colours.

She told us that we were the first group to visit since the pandemic began and was
very pleased to share the garden once again. Polly was always on hand to answer our
many questions. The first thing that hits you as you enter the garden is the fabulous
‘borrowed landscape’ which adds a tremendous dimension to the garden and has the
effect of greatly enlarging the feel of the one-and-a-half-acre garden. The herbaceous
borders were full of beautiful plants, such as geranium, veronicastrum, delphinium,
eryngium, campanula and digitalis to name a few and they were interspersed with
elegant grasses. The roses were looking very good in the lower garden and elsewhere, it
has been a good year for them, plus Polly told us that she uses Uncle Tom’s Rose Tonic
which she has been very impressed with. A great visit all round.
Celia Sawyer

Village Organisations
Long Compton and District Garden Club - Contact Anthony Wells 684337 or Lesley Roberts 684545
Compton and District History Society - Contact Diana Cook 684771
Comptonians - Contact Margaret Welsh 684238
Village Hall - Mo Read on 684130, 07814802814 or lcvillagehall@yahoo.co.uk
Compton Creatives - caroline.nixon@btinternet.com or jhburras@yahoo.co.uk
Long Compton & District Walkers - Jan Treadaway 684553
Long Compton Short Mat Bowls - Club Contact Adrian on 684024
Long Compton Bridge Club - Chris Galloway 684234
The Friends of Long Compton Church e: friendslcchurch@gmail.com
f: @friendsoflongcomptonchurch and https://www.friendsofloncomptonchurch.com/
Long Compton Sports Club:
Secretary: Andrew Lund-Yates 07813 032144/ 01451 820467 andrewlundyates@gmail.com
Cricket: Andrew Badham 07900-466339 andrewbadham@icloud.com
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Whichford & Ascott Gardens Open for the National Garden Scheme

Belmont House

On Sunday 20 June, six village gardens of different
styles and sizes opened their gates to support the
Scheme, which is the most significant charitable
funder of nursing care in the country.
In spite of the rather uninviting weather, we had
a very successful event attracting a good number of
visitors, some of whom had travelled quite a
distance. It was so nice to see people out and about
again enjoying the gardens and the homemade
teas.
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Ascott Rise

Thank you to everyone for their support in making the day such a success by
generously opening their gardens, donating and selling plants or making cakes for the
teas. Whichford Pottery kindly donated a voucher for the raffle. Thank you to Diana
Atkins for hosting the teas in her garden at Lenticulars, where a weather-proof space was
created by the gazebo rigging team. Sophia Corlett and her helpers did a wonderful job
in providing the tea and cake which is essential for garden visiting.
The day raised £1,419 for the charity from admissions, the raffle and plant sales. The
teas made an additional £540 for St Michael’s Church.
Jan Knight

Deserted Wren’s Nest
by LINK reader Jenny Wilson
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The Reading Room Draw
Congratulations to Jerry Moore who was the winner of the July Reading Room draw.
Jenny Scrivener
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Moreton Car Boot Sale – Monday 30 August
Have you been clearing out and decluttering during lockdown and don’t know what to
do with all those unwanted things? Well, Wolford PCC have a solution to your problem.
The members of the PCC are giving up their August Bank holiday lie-in to be at
Moreton Car Boot sale at 7.00 am on 30 August! What items do we want? We are always
surprised at what sells, so really anything, except we have no room for large bulky items.
As long as it is in saleable condition and that includes clothes, bric-a-brac, crockery,
glasses, tools, soft furnishings, children’s toys & clothes. If you’re not sure, give us a ring.
You can deliver to us, or we can collect from you so if you have anything, please ring.
John Wrench 01608 674389 / Ann McKenna 01608 674009

The Wolfords WI
Rolo the four-legged time traveller was the topic of this month’s Zoom meeting. We
met Rolo, who is a toffee and chocolate coloured rescue Jack Russell - hence the name.
Debi Evans, his owner, has had him nine years and he is the inspiration for her series of
children’s books. These follow the adventures of Rolo through history, being educational
and fun. Debi started writing on another topic, but during a photo shoot for the book
cover, Rolo was so cute that she decided to incorporate him into her book. He finds a
secret time tunnel with Athelstone, the dragon gatekeeper, and starts his adventures.
Next month, there is no meeting, but on Monday 9 August we are off on our summer
outing to Sezincote House & Gardens. Open to all and for further details contact Sue
Elliot. If you would like to join a Zoom meeting later in the year, please contact Sarah
Franklin 674615, President Sue Elliot 674295 or Secretary Roz Warriner 684223.

The Wolfords Village Hall One Hundred Club
The July winners were as follows;
1st prize – Janet Pope 2nd prize – Graham Franklin 3rd prize – Charles Hobbs
Many congratulations to the above. Please let me know if you would like to have more
shares. All proceeds go to help with the upkeep of the village hall.
James van Helden

The Wolfords Village Hall Reopening
Following the lifting of covid restrictions from 19 July, the village hall has been available
for hiring from this day onwards. Please use this web site to check availability and
request a booking - www.thewolfordsvillagehall.org.uk
Finally, a ‘final’ car park weeding working party is planned for Sunday 22 August from
10.00 am onwards and we would appreciate any volunteers to help and complete the
remaining areas of the car park. Many thanks in advance.
James van Helden
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It’s a pretty big birthday this month for Sir Walter Scott; he’s 250 on 15 August. Scott was
born in Edinburgh in 1771 and is probably best known for his novels such as Ivanhoe,
Rob Roy, Waverley, The Heart of Mid-Lothian and The Bride of Lammermoor.
His most famous quote has to be - O, what a tangled web we weave when first we
practise to deceive! and he also told us - For success, attitude is equally as important as
ability. Finding a suitable poem for inclusion has been a challenge, as many of them
would fill at least one LINK magazine and probably two. Nevertheless, here’s My Native
Land where Scott sets out his thoughts on that most unpredictable dimension of the
human psyche - patriotism.

My Native Land
Breathes there the man, with soul so dead,
Who never to himself hath said,
This is my own, my native land!
Whose heart hath ne'er within him burn'd,
As home his footsteps he hath turn'd
From wandering on a foreign strand!
If such there breathe, go, mark him well;
For him no Minstrel raptures swell;
High though his titles, proud his name,
Boundless his wealth as wish can claim;
Despite those titles, power, and pelf,
The wretch, concentred all in self,
Living, shall forfeit fair renown,
And, doubly dying, shall go down
To the vile dust, from whence he sprung,
Unwept, unhonour'd, and unsung.

Sir Walter Scott (1771 – 1832)

Please keep your poetry suggestions coming; writing them for us would be even
better! Please be sure to submit your suggestions in good time bearing in mind that
more recent poems will often be protected by copyright and if this is the case, the
publisher’s permission will need to be obtained.
Keith Murphy, editor@swlink.org.uk
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[Ed – I was contacted by Kiki and Nick Kowalski after they read the item about Jean Dudek
in the July LINK. Jean’s husband Henry had trekked out of Poland in 1940 and it was
similar for Julian Kowalski. My thanks to Kiki whom I was able to persuade to tell the story
of Nick’s grandfather, Julian Kowalski.]

Julian (Roch) Kowalski, (1910 – 1986)
There has been much talk of sacrifice in the past year, and it has been interesting to
compare our stories with those of our predecessors. This summer, marks 77 years since
the D-Day Landings, and our thoughts once again turn to the extraordinary bravery of
Nick’s grandfather, Julian Kowalski, a pilot who escaped occupied Poland to fight with
the RAF. This is his story.
Julian was born in 1910 in Nagornik, a small country village 100 km southwest of
Warsaw. He was educated at the State Technical School at Radom and at 21, he applied
to the Airforce Officers Cadet school in Deblin. Entrance was usually restricted to the
upper classes. His aunt worked for the Chief of the Air School and managed to persuade
them to take him on – a decision that proved fortunate for the future war effort. He was
commissioned in 1934 and remained at Deblin until the outbreak of war in 1939, when
Poland was over-run by Germany.
Julian was interned in Romania but was able to escape with a few friends. They stole
a rowing boat and managed to get as far as Italy. From there, the group travelled by train
to France, where in February 1940 they joined the Polish 1/145 ‘City of Warsaw’
squadron. When France fell, their planes and fuel were withdrawn, and they travelled to
England on the last boat out of La Rochelle.

Julian with his fellow pilots in 1939 having escaped
from occupied Poland. (Julian is front row, far left)
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On his arrival in England, Julian was posted to the first Polish Squadron to be formed
- 302 ‘City of Poznan’ at Leconsfield. He flew Hurricanes and fought in the Battle of Britain
where he downed two German bombers and damaged a third. On 15 September 1940,
he was shot down but sustained only minor injuries. In November he became Squadron
Leader of 302 and in 1942 he was awarded the DFC for valour.
By the time D-Day arrived, Julian had been promoted to Wing Commander of 131
Polish Fighter Wing. Their role was to set up temporary landing strips behind the
beaches to back up the invasion forces. It was at this point that the Poles thought that
they were taking their first step towards home. Julian therefore said goodbye to Peggy,
his sweetheart in the WAAF’s, and gave away his possessions – including his car & his
dog.
After the conference in Yalta, the plan to
travel back to Poland became unviable. Those
who returned after the war were jailed and
suffered many deprivations at the hands of
the Soviets. Julian fortunately travelled back
to the UK and was reunited with Peggy, whom
he married in 1945. At the end of the war, the
RAF could not provide employment for so
many pilots, so they offered a small gratuity,
which Julian and some of his likeminded
friends spent on a lavish weekend at The Ritz
in London.

Julian and Peggy with Julian Junior

Once out of the forces, life was not easy.
There had been little time to learn proper English when he first arrived, and Julian had
served in Polish squadrons. Finding work was very difficult so he started on the factory
floor at Ransome, Simms and Jefferies, an agricultural machinery producer in Ipswich.
His technical qualifications soon became apparent, and he eventually became one of
their designers. Julian was the brains behind the
world’s first hydraulic grass gang mower.
At the age of 45 and whilst working at Ransome’s, he
joined a self-build group to build his own house. He
was one of the oldest members but became the
group’s master carpenter. In five years of working all
weekends and holidays (except Christmas day) they
built 32 houses and 6 bungalows. Talk about graft!

Nick Kowalski with his grandfather's
uniform and logbook displayed at
Bentley Priory

Having had a son with Peggy and living a
prosperous life in Suffolk, Julian passed away in
November 1986. His uniform and logbook are now on
permanent display at the Battle of Britain Museum at
Bentley Priory. It is a very moving commemoration and
a profound reminder of the sacrifice made by those
who, though not born and bred here, made an
extraordinary contribution to the life of this nation.
Kiki Kowalski
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Counselling, and Art Psychotherapy
Integrative Arts
Psychotherapeutic Counsellor
Caroline Moss (IATE UKCP)
The aim of therapy is to help people to
make their lives and relationships more
fulfilled. It is useful for a wide range of
issues, feelings and behaviours. It can
be for people who want to bring about
change as well as those who are
temporarily unable to cope. As the
therapeutic relationship develops, we
will explore your inner world in a safe,
non-judgemental and confidential
space and as you learn new insights
into yourself, change will naturally
follow. Individual or Group Therapy.
For all ages.
For more information, please contact
Caroline: caroline@theraptree.com
07538 339811 www.theraptree.com
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