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Wolfords WI, VH
Takeaway Fish and Chips, o/s Great Wolford Church
Burmington Christmas Social Gathering, VH
SW& Christingle making event. Long Compton VH
Organ Recital, Barcheston Church
Early Copy date for the January issue of The LINK
Mobile Library in Cherington
Compton District History Society, Long Compton VH
Christmas Market, Brailes VH (in aid of the School)
Long Compton Book Club – Christmas get together
Coffee Shop at The Hall, Cherington
Christmas Social Saturday, Long Compton VH
Long Compton Christmas Tree Festival Opens
Brailes Picturehouse Matinee – The Muppets Christmas Carol
Burmington Parish Meeting, VH
Long Compton & District Walkers, meet in Red Lion car park
CAMEO SW7 Christmas Lunch, Burmington VH
Long Compton Bridge Club, VH
Closing date for Whichford and Ascott Christmas lunch order
Craft Market, Long Compton Congregational Chapel
Barton Christmas Bazaar and Festive Get-Together
Long Compton Congregational Chapel, The Joy of Christmas Service
Christmas Carol Service, Long Compton Ch
Long Compton Bridge Club, VH
Closing date for 2022 LINK BACS Subscription payments.
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LINK cover: Long Compton Church in the Snow Photograph courtesy of LINK reader Steve Lavelle –
www.flickr.com/stevelavelle
Cover design by KMS Litho, Hook Norton.
The LINK welcomes contributions for the front cover
or elsewhere. Portrait orientation photographs or
artwork preferred. Please send items to
editor@swlink.org.uk
LINK cover and artwork produced by KMS Litho, Hook
Norton. If you would like to sponsor the front page,
please contact editor@swlink.org.uk
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Please note the very early copy deadline for January 2022:

Monday 6 December
THE LINK is published by South Warwickshire LINK Ltd, a not-for-profit company limited by guarantee (reg. no. 07234681), and printed by KMS Litho
Ltd, Hook Norton.
The opinions expressed in The LINK are not necessarily those of the Editor or any member of the Link team. Whilst every effort is made to ensure
accuracy of information printed, the Editor/team do not accept any responsibility for the consequences of any errors that may occur.
The LINK does not endorse any products, services or companies. The appearance of advertisements in this magazine is not a guarantee of those
products/services or the companies that manufacture, distribute or promote such products/services.
All information held by The LINK is strictly confidential and is held purely for administration purposes and not sold or offered to third parties.
All subscription monies paid to The LINK are non-refundable in the event that the South Warwickshire LINK Ltd. ceases to operate.
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EDITORIAL
Link Talk
Requests for 2022 Subscriptions were sent out in November to those readers who have
opted to pay by BACS transfer. This is now around 50% of the readership and to date, we
have received payment for about half of these. Thank you for your response to these
notices. Please can you make your BACS payment before 31 December. We’d be most
grateful as this would enable us to know where we are before collecting the cash
subscriptions commencing in January.
If you think that you should have received one these emailed requests, maybe check
your spam folder, or send me an email, particularly if you have changed your email
address during 2021.
Please note that the copy date, as is usual for January, is very early (Monday 6
December) which means that January is usually an issue with fewer pages. Every year,
this manages to catch somebody out, but we do need to get January printed and ready
for distribution before the Christmas break.
Did I mention Christmas? Do have a happy and safe celebration and our best
Christmas wishes go to you from all at The LINK.
Keith Murphy, editor@swlink.org.uk

The LINK Crossword

The solution to the
November puzzle.
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Christmas Cameo Lunch Club
Burmington Village Hall
Tuesday 14 December
12 noon for 12.30 pm
Come and join us for a traditional Christmas lunch
with carols. Members are asked to bring a small,
wrapped present to put in Santa’s bag for him to
re-distribute to us on his visit after lunch.
All are welcome; most villages in the Benefice are
represented in the current membership. A special
charge of £5 is made for this month’s lunch
towards expenses. All dietary needs can be met.
Please bring your family, friends, and children.
Transport to and from the
Village Hall can be provided.
Please book with Brenda Fitch Tel: 664313

Events keep on coming! Hopefully when this goes out, there’ll still be time to get
involved with a fabulous early December weekend of live music: Jools and the
Jazzaholics, the Birmingham Blues Brothers and the Town Band. If not, there’s plenty of
future events – check out ‘Events’ on our website.
As noted last month, we’re a charity and rely on booking fees, donations, and support
for our funding initiatives to keep the hall well maintained and to improve the facilities
we offer. There are still numbers available in our 150 club, so please check that out (on
our website below) and hopefully you’re considering us when, at no cost to you, you
shop through Amazon Smile or ‘easyfundraising’ (link on website).
The 150 Club winners in the November draw are:
£15 - Number 112
£10 – Number 103
Visit us at www.townsendhall.co.uk to find out more.
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Contact: The Editor
Email: editor@swlink.org.uk

The Post Office van is in the car park by the village shop in Long Compton from 9.30 -11.30
am Monday and Wednesday, and from 12.30 to 2.00 pm Tuesday and Thursday.
Shipston ‘tip’ is open - to book https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/recyclingshipston
DATES AND FETES
Please send us the dates of all your significant social events. We are continuing this listing
even though events may be restricted. Please check this list before you plan a new event.
Dec 11/12
Sat 18 Dec

Friends of Long Compton Church - Christmas Tree Festival
Christmas Service 3.30 pm, The Chapel, Long Compton

Local Catholic Church Service
Chipping Norton, Masses: Contact the parish priest for mass times – 01608 642703
Stow-on-the-Wold, Our Lady and St Kenelm, 5 Back Walls, Sunday 9.00 a.m. and Our Lady Help of
Christians, Station Road, Bourton-on-the-Water Saturday Vigil 6.00 p.m. Tel: 01608 674354
Brailes/Shipston/Kineton Masses: Contact the parish priest for mass times - 01608 685259
Chipping Campden, St Catharine’s Lower High Street, Sunday masses: – Saturday Vigil 6.00 p.m.
Sunday 10.30 a.m. Tel: 01386 840261 (All socially distanced.)

Local Quaker Meetings
Local Quaker Meetings for worship:
Broad Campden, Quaker Meeting Hse, GL55 6US - Sundays at 10.30 am
Ettington, Quaker Meeting Hse, Old Halford Rd, CV37 7TH - Sundays at 11 am
Sibford, Quaker Meeting Hse, Sibford Gower, OX15 5RX - Sundays at 10.30 am
Shipston on Stour, in St Edmund’s Church - last Thursdays (not Dec) at 2.30 pm

Local Congregational Services
Please email editor@swlink.org.uk with any service details etc.
6

PARISH
PEOPLE
Parochial Church Councils (PCCs)
Barcheston St Martin

Barton-on-the-Heath St Lawrence

Churchwardens
Secretary
Treasurer

Churchwardens
Secretary
Treasurer

David Hodges 664310
Nick Jackson 01926 640658
David Cleave 666002

Hamish Cathie 674303
Gillian Cathie 674303
Mandy McPherson 674734

Burmington St Barnabas & St Nicholas

Cherington St John the Baptist

Churchwardens

Churchwarden
Secretary
Treasurer

Secretary
Treasurer

Sonia Baker 661459
Michael Macdonald 662483
Sonia Baker 661459
Stuart Walsh, 07870 154425

Roger Maycock 686404
Paul Levitch 686353
Rory McLeod 686278

Long Compton St Peter and St Paul

Whichford St Michael

Churchwardens
Secretary
Treasurer

Churchwardens

Jill Kirby 684923
Zoë Wrigley 650404
Walter Sawyer 684755

Secretary
Treasurer

Mandy James 684479
Sophia Corlett
Lucy Simpson
Andy Chapman 684652

Wolford St Michael & All Angels
Churchwarden
Treasurer

John Wrench 674389
Ann McKenna 674009

Parish Councils

Chair

Clerk

Barcheston
Barton-on-the-Heath
Burmington
Cherington
Long Compton
Whichford

David Sutton
James Coker (674601)
Robert Hutchings (661496)
Philip Townsend (686529)
Simon Bing (684827)
Peter O’Kane (684888)

Ann Batchelor (661527)
Julia Gotrel

Sara Cole (686250)
Sam Weller (698870)
Sara Cole (686250)
clerk.whichfordandascott@hotmail.co.uk
Great Wolford
Lynn Mathias (674247)
Sue Finlay (661157)
Little Wolford Parish Meeting Helen Bostock (chairman@littlewolford.org.uk)
If you wish to update information on this page, please email the Editor: editor@swlink.org.uk
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10:30 am
Carol Service
(BD)
11:30pm
Midnight
Communion
(BD)

St Martin
Barcheston

2pm Carol
Service (BD)

St Lawrence
Barton

St John
the Baptist
Cherington

3pm Connect
at the village Hall

St Peter
& St Paul
Long Compton
10:30 CW
Morning Prayer
(BD)

9am BCP
Holy Communion
(BD)
9am BCP
Holy Communion
(BD)

4pm Nativity
Service
(BD)
10:30 CW
All Age Holy
Communion (BD)

3pm
5pm Carol Service 6pm Carol Service
Carol Service (HP)
(BD)
(AW)

9am BCP
Holy Communion
(SJ)

St Barnabas
& St Nicholas
Burmington

6pm Nine lessons
and Carols (BD)

4pm GAP Service
(BD)

9am BCP
Holy Communion
(BD)

St Michael
Whichford

10:30 CW
Holy Communion
(AW)

6pm Carol Service
(AW)

10:30am CW
Holy Communion (SJ)

St Michael
& All Angels
Wolford

BD = Ben Dyson/LM = Liz Maycock/AW = Anthony Wells/CLW = Clare Wells/ HP = Heather Parbury/AD = Andrew Dow/ SJ=Simon Jones
BCP = Prayer Book/CW = Common Worship/GAP = Informal Service

2nd January

26th
December

25th
December

24th
December

19th
December

18th
December

12th
December

SW 7
Sunday
Worship
5th
December

December 2021 CHURCH SERVICES

SW7 BENEFICE
CHURCH NEWS
Dear Friends,
One of the most common concepts in our culture is the idea that each of us has a number
of human rights. Most famously of course, this idea was stated in the US Declaration of
Independence which affirms that every person has the right to life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness.
More recently we’ve seen a proliferation of the rights that each of us are supposed to
enjoy. According to the universal declaration of human rights, each of us have 30
different rights including the rights to equality before the law, the right to own property,
and the right to join a trade union. I recently read somewhere where it was suggested
that each of us has a right to play sport!
Long before the universal declaration of human rights, long before even the
declaration of independence was set out, John the writer of the fourth gospel said this:

Yet to all who did receive him (that’s Jesus), to those who believed in his name, he
gave the right to become children of God.
The right that John speaks of here is nothing less than the right to become a child of
God. That’s worth reflecting on for a moment. God, the great God of the universe, the
one whose fingers flung stars into space, the one whose mind conceived the beauty of
the setting sun, the one who designed the astonishing intricacies of the human body;
this God offers to each of us the right to become one of his children.
Now I’ve found that being a parent is a very humbling experience. Though I love my
children dearly, I’ve made loads of mistakes as I’m sure every earthly parent does. Even
the best earthly Father will never get everything right. But God is different. He is not like
a human Father. He doesn’t get irritated with his children, he doesn’t fly off the handle
he’s never cold aloof or unavailable. His love for his children is constant faithful and
unfailing.
He’s proven that love in the costliest way possible. Sending his only son into the world
to die for us rebels against him so we might become his adopted children.
God offers us the right to become his children, children of the perfect Father, and he
gives this right as a gift to all who put their trust in the Lord Jesus, the one whose birth
we celebrate at Christmas. If you want to find out more about this astonishing gift, why
not come along to one of our Christmas service this year. I look forward to seeing you.
Ben Dyson (Associate Minister, SW7 Benefice)
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Further and Concluding thoughts on Life’s Storms
As God is love, his authority surely needs to be exercised with loving care. There is no
doubt that mankind has an indelible responsibility collectively and individually to care
for God’s gift to us of his planet. Let us be thankful for all our local farmers and
communities are doing in this respect and let us pray that any progress coming from the
COP 26 conference in Glasgow will be tangible and lasting. It has to be an ongoing
‘Conference of Partners’ to save nature and the planet, with crucial actions of
stewardship. The road doesn’t end in Glasgow.
How are we to cope with life’s storms on a personal level day by day? The Bible reveals
to us a very special helper and strengthener, nothing less than the Holy Spirit of God,
named by St. John as ‘The Comforter’, ‘The Holy Spirit, the Strengthener’.
Wonderfully, He is a gift to be received by us and acknowledged in and for our world.
St. Paul also gives precious insight to the church at Corinth as to how comfort is not just
received but given to others: ‘Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the

Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our afflictions, so that
we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which
we ourselves are comforted by God.’ (II Corinthians chapter 1: v.3-5)
Every day I am aware in our Benefice of ‘comfort’, given and received, through quiet
listening, practical actions and devoted prayer. Let us continue to keep encouraging
each other in these ways.
In conclusion, through the storms of life:
Let us trust the sovereignty of God; let us grow in being good stewards
of the environment around us and strengtheners of one another.
Clare Wells

South Warwickshire 7 Churches – Christingle Making
Following on from the success of last year’s online Christingle we are having an ’inperson’ Christingle making event on Sunday 5 December.
The event will be held at the village hall in Long Compton from 3.00 – 4.00 pm. All
materials needed to make the Christingle will be provided. Children attending must be
accompanied by an adult.
Come and find out why Christians make these strange looking objects.
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FARMING
NOTES

Editor: Lynn Mathias
Email: farming@swlink.org.uk

Tree Planting
With the current interest in COP26 and things environmental, I thought it would be
interesting to have a look round this farm and see how the trees we have planted over
the years are faring. We, and I imagine many other farmers, have been planting trees in
the hedges for many years. When we first took over the farm forty or so years ago, we
planted whips (small trees about 2m in height) all over the farm, although we had some
that did not survive, the vast majority did and are now quite substantial trees. Ever since
then we have planted a few trees every year, mostly oak but some ash and some smaller
native species such as alder or field maple which have a lovely autumn display. Because
we have done this over a long period, we have trees of all ages and as the old stalwarts
die or are blown over, there are trees on the farm waiting to take their place.
The very wet winters of the past couple of years have made some of the very old trees
less stable as wet ground and high winds are not a good combination. Another aspect
of the changing weather is that we are now getting very high winds when the trees are
in leaf which makes them much more prone to wind damage even if they do not fall.

One of the first hedgerow trees we planted

‘Teenage’ Oak

An unexpected consequence of the regenerative farming system that Peter is now
following, is that we are getting acorns and other tree seeds germinating in the fields. In
the past, we would have cultivated after harvest and any acorns that had fallen and
germinated would have been destroyed. Now that we are using a minimum till system
11

this does not happen. After harvest the stubble is left undisturbed until the field is drilled
in the autumn with a specialist drill that cuts a small slit for the seed whilst the
surrounding soil is not moved. Walking under oak trees in the hedgerows now, it is
possible to find germinated acorns on the field edges. If left, they will not survive as come
harvest they will be cut down by the combine. This weekend, Chris and I have been out
and dug up some of these very small trees and replanted them in safer spaces. We have
been doing this for the last few years and although many will not survive, some will.

Oaks and Field Maple in hedge line

Now that many of the obvious places to put trees in the hedge line have been used, it
is getting more and more difficult to find a place where a small tree will survive. I am sure
many of you have walked along the Ridgeway out of Great Wolford and noticed quite
big gaps in the hedge, we have tried many times to infill these with hedge plants and
trees but as soon as a spade goes in the ground it becomes obvious that there is a lot of
rubble and hard core there, so it’s not suitable for planting. On the old maps (c1700s),
the long Ridgeway field is divided into three or four smaller fields and we think these
gaps are probably the remains of the gateways into the fields off the track. The Ridgeway
has been one field for well over a hundred years. We have gapped up most of the hedges
on the farm so that other hedges now do not have much space for a tree to develop.
Often the gaps there are used by wildlife such as deer, badgers and foxes to move
around the farm so small saplings are in danger of being trampled or nibbled. However,
we persevere and hope a percentage will be there for our grandchildren.
Lynn Mathias farms at Manor Farm in Great Wolford
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SCHOOL
NOTES

Editor: Sally Franklin
Email: longcompton@swlink.org.uk

Harvest Festival
At Acorns Primary School, staff and children enjoyed a
Harvest Festival in the school hall; it was a pleasure to
welcome Mr. Dyson back to lead our service. Many
thanks to families for the very generous donations for
Shipston Food Bank - I’m sure the produce will be
greatly appreciated especially as there are shortages in
food banks of late.
To begin our service, the whole school sang ‘Across
the Fields’ which was simply beautiful. Following this came a range of poetry readings
from Class 2 and a wonderful performance of Dingle Dangle Scarecrow from the Early
Years children. Mrs. Young could see other children throughout the school smiling
enthusiastically, miming the words and doing the actions! Well done to all children who
read and performed with confidence, clarity and pride.
Mr. Dyson gave a Harvest talk which centred around the line ‘Give us this day our daily
bread’ from the Lord’s Prayer and he told some amazing bread related facts … did you
know that in the UK, 12 million loaves of bread are sold every day? Secondly, did you
know that 1 in every 3 slices of bread is thrown away; we must try harder to reduce waste.
Prayers, the Harvest Samba and a final blessing finished off our service. Thank you to
everyone for a lovely Harvest. We have lots to be thankful for.
At Brailes School, children, staff and parents made a welcome return to St. George’s
Church to celebrate Harvest Festival.
Protective Behaviours
Schools in The Stour Federation Multi Academy Trust are part of over 200 schools in
Warwickshire who are incorporating The Protective Behaviours preventive child safety
curriculum as part of their PSHE (Personal, Social and Health Education) provision.

Protective Behaviours is a safety awareness and resilience building curriculum which
helps children and adults to recognise any situation where they feel worried or unsafe,
such as feeling stressed, bullied or threatened and explores practical ways to keep safe.
Protective Behaviours also looks at identifying support networks for times when we
need someone to listen and help.
Protective Behaviours is a practical, down to earth approach to personal safety and
mental health. It is a process that encourages self-empowerment and brings with it the
skills to raise self-esteem and to help avoid being victimised. This is achieved by helping
individuals to recognise and trust their intuitive feelings (Early Warning Signs) and to
develop strategies for self-protection.
There are separate programmes of learning for all year groups so that lessons are not
repeated and more importantly, content is appropriate to the age and maturity of the
children. All classes have been taking part in four lessons after half term.
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Books of the Month
The Stour Federation Multi Academy Trust is delighted that we now have two sponsors
for Books of the Month for 2021-22.
We welcome back Sheldon Bosley Knight (https://www.sheldonbosleyknight.co.uk),
the land and property professionals as lead sponsor. The company have been very
supportive of the school in the past.
Our second sponsor is Core Hygiene (https://www.corehygiene.co.uk), a family run
business with the capability to supply on a personal and corporate level.
Each month a picture book and a chapter book will be chosen by Miss Bayliss (Trust
Reading Leader) in conjunction with Jaffé & Neale bookshop and café
(https://www.jaffeandneale.co.uk) in Chipping Norton.
Maafa
Maafa has been a challenging topic for Badgers Class at Brailes School, but also,
incredibly worthwhile. Children have all learnt so much by exploring Britain’s past role
in the Transatlantic Slave Trade and, as with any study of history, it has helped them to
better understand the world in which they live now. Year 5 and Year 6 have shown great
maturity and resilience as they have researched and discussed this difficult and painful
part of our nation’s history.
A large part of the topic has been focused on the history of Jamaica; how it was firstly
a home to the Arawak people who came from South America and settled throughout
the island. Later, it became a Spanish, and then a British colony until it finally gained
independence in 1962. Badgers learnt why so many Jamaicans today are descended
from African ancestors and how their history is inextricably linked to our own.
In the final couple of weeks, the class found out about the Empire Windrush, which
sailed from Jamaica and docked in Tilbury Docks, Essex, on 22 June 1948. The Windrush's
arrival has become symbolic of the generation of Commonwealth citizens who came to
live in Britain between 1948 and 1971.
Badgers Class have been reading Benjamin Zephaniah’s novel Windrush Child , and
imagining what it must have been like for the people who came to settle here and the
families that they left behind in the Caribbean. Pupils have talked about the challenges
that they faced and the adversities that were overcome. In English, the children have
written informal letters from a boy in Jamaica to his father in England, which have clearly
demonstrated their understanding and knowledge of this period of history.
Finally, as part of their innovate challenge, children created a class book of
inspirational Black Britons. Each child picked either a contemporary Briton or a person
from British history to research and share. This has linked really well with Mr. Hilton’s
Black History Month assemblies and has helped the children to celebrate our nation’s
diversity and recognise the contribution of a range of people, some of whom have
formerly been overlooked. The Black History Month slogan is: ‘Dig Deeper, Look Closer,
Think Bigger,’ and Mrs. Smith is incredibly proud of how Badgers Class have risen to this
challenge throughout their work this term.
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Cotswold Wildlife Park
Class 1 at Acorns had the most fantastic day at Cotswold Wildlife Park and Gardens. They
set off in beautiful sunshine and had the most incredible time seeing the animals and
their enclosures. During the day, children met lions, camels, lemurs, penguins, snakes
and giraffes – Miss Bayliss’ favourite! The day included a talk from a park keeper, a picnic
with the lions and a train ride. Class 1 gathered lots of new facts and extended their
existing knowledge. Class 1 were respectful and enthusiastic all day, well done!
Over the next few weeks, Class 1 were
challenged to pull all their knowledge
together to design, build and display an
animal enclosure. Everyone chose their
favourite animal from the wildlife park visit
and the planning process began. Children
started by using www.kiddle.co and books to
research all about an animal: their
appearance, diet, natural habitat and
fascinating facts. They used this information
to form a fact file to be displayed in front of
the enclosure for visitors. These were written,
edited and typed up clearly for all to see.
Next, each child gathered together all that
had been learnt to design the enclosure. They
started by creating a map of the area with a
key and a materials list to match. Then the
building began! The class was filled with
mounds of paper plates, reels of masking
tape, tall tree pipe cleaners and the like! The
finished products are fabulous, creative and
quite accurate, including all the items needed.
Acorns may have some budding park or zoo
keepers in years to come.
Prospective Parents
Usually at this time of year, we welcome lots of families to Acorns Primary School in Long
Compton and Brailes C of E Primary School to show them round our wonderful schools,
whether it is for 3 year olds in Nursery, new starters in Reception for September 2022 or
mid-year moves.
Due to the ongoing COVID-19 restrictions we are still unable to show groups of
families around while the children are in school, but are delighted to offer tours of the
school one family at a time every Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 4.00 pm.
Please book your appointment for a tour of the school by telephoning or emailing.
The closing date for Reception 2021 applications is 15th January 2022.
Acorns - 01608 684654 -admin2639@we-learn.com
Brailes - 01608 685253 - admin3014@we-learn.com
Christian Hilton – Executive Headteacher
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NATURE
NOTES

Editor: Tony Partridge
Tel: 684698

I am sure that I have before mentioned ‘tags’ on birds which are mainly attachments to
their legs and widely used on migrating birds. Initially, these tags were rather
cumbersome. Happily, such appendages are nowadays much smaller, lighter and carry
back much more useful information than previously. The official name for a tag is a ‘geolocator’ and can weigh as little as one third of a gramme. It can calculate the position of
the sun, the times of dawn and of dusk, and this calculate the bird’s latitude. They are
also used to determine the extent of light and of darkness whilst the bird is on the nest,
for example whilst hatching eggs. This opens up huge potential for finding out just
where our familiar migrant birds are once they’re on the African continent. Even Dr.
Livingstone would have been hard pressed to record habits of migrants entering and
leaving the jungles he explored!
Taking a stroll over a meadow, in spring or summer, you may come across a white or
yellow flowered plant some 18 inches high with its stalk covered by short, finely divided
leaves reaching well up to the flower head itself. This is yarrow, a plant of the daisy family
and once used by our ancestors both medicinally and gastronomically. It was used
principally by soldiers and others to heal wounds. The ancient Greeks made particular
use of this plant. As to its use gastronomically, Richard Mabey doesn’t fail us in his book
Food for Free. A cool but bitter addition to salads, he tells us. For a more appealing dish,
it must be boiled in water (having removed the feathery leaves) for 20 minutes and then
simmered in butter. As I have not tried this, I must now find my yarrow plant.
The mild autumn has meant that many of our summer flowers remain in full bloom. I
was recently admiring my many remaining blooms when I was surprised to be
confronted by a dragonfly. Now, we have a stream running along the edge of the
meadow bordering our cottage, so I have to believe it was from thence it was taking an
hour or two away. What beautiful creatures they are! There are the dragon flies and the
smaller damsel flies. Both are reputed to have been with us for some three hundred
million years. Damsel flies fly with their wings resting above the body whilst dragon flies
rest with their wings straight out. Eggs are often laid inserted in a water plant’s stem and
the nymphs remain sometimes up to five years on the muddy bed of the stream or pond.
There is no pupil stage as in butterflies, and the nymph simply sheds its skin and flies
away as a fully-fledged dragonfly or damsel fly.
The other day, I lay in bed contemplating when to get up, whilst at the same time
gazing out of the window at the increasing number of sun beams, when suddenly, a blue
tit landed on the guttering and started to peck vigorously at the wooden eave. Now it is
well-known that tits have superior eyesight when searching for prey and this one had
clearly found a rich source of insect prey. As I watched, a squirrel suddenly appeared on
the edge of the roof! Both bird and beast regarded each other for a few minutes. Then
they both went their separate ways. What had induced a squirrel to climb onto a high
roof? I decided not to pinch myself to see if I was dreaming, but to remain a few extra
minutes in bed to contemplate the problem – or perhaps doze off again.
Tony Partridge
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Watercolour by Cherington Artist and Village Editor, Christine Dudfield
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Barcheston Organ Recital
Unfortunately, William Peart, who was originally scheduled for December, has had to
cancel due to travel complications from Germany, but we are delighted to announce
that Lucy Morell will be playing instead. Lucy is a freelance organist and currently College
Organist at Dulwich College. She was Organ Scholar at St Mary’s, Warwick in 2020/21
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Not one, but two…
Not one but two - Barton now has two Passivhause, one completed, the other now well
advanced, although still some way from ‘certification’, and both the forerunners of the
type of house which will be needed and built in the second half of this century.
The Passivhaus concept was developed in Germany in the late 1980s and the first
house was built in 1991 in Darmstadt. At first, the concept was for energy conservation,
although now, of course, it is to make a contribution in the reduction of global warming.
There are 5 principles; super insulation; airtight construction, high-performance glazing,
thermal ‘bridge-free’ detailing (no installation shortcuts causing energy loss), and heat
recovery ventilation.
Planning applications in Barton to build this type of house have always engendered
an active debate in the village, which is in the Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty (ANOB). On both occasions, the applications were permitted under a piece of
national planning policy called NPPF paragraph 80 – sometimes referred to as ‘the
Country House clause’, which allows one-off homes in isolated rural settings to be built
if; the design is of exceptional quality, in that it is truly outstanding, reflecting the highest

standards in architecture, and will significantly help to raise standards of design in rural
areas; and will significantly enhance its immediate setting, and be sensitive to defining
characteristics of the local area.
Both designs were by Seymour-Smith Architects and the first, Underhill House, built
into the side of a hill overlooking the village was completed in 2010 and was the first
certified Passivhaus in England and featured in the Channel 4 TV series Grand Designs.
Even now, unless you look hard, it cannot be seen from the Barton to Little Compton
road, and it provides a highly economical dwelling to the present owners.
The second house, ‘The Sheds’, is owned by Liz Vernon and Duncan Eastland and is
currently under construction. Duncan, a Certified Passivhaus Designer, is acting as full
time Project Manager. The architects are Atelier 73 with Subadra Ltd. acting as both
principal designer and principal contractor for the construction. Although not clear in
the picture blow, the roof line follows the topography of the site and when finished will
be surrounded by natural landscaping. It also takes the Passivhaus concept one step
further as it is to Passivhaus Premium standards which require the house be capable of
generating four times its own energy usage in addition to adhering to the heat
conservation principles described earlier.
‘The Sheds’ is on course to become the first Passivhaus Premium in the country;
another first for Barton. The house will have special solar electricity panels with sufficient
capacity on a sunny day in June to feed-back electricity into the grid to power half of
Barton. Over the course of each year the house will offset the equivalent of 70 tonnes of
CO2 per year; about the same amount of CO2 as is generated by ten people.
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‘The Sheds’ - Under Construction

On an open day to view progress on 7 November, Duncan and Liz explained how the
project had been far from straightforward. Just three examples of the difficulties Duncan
has had to solve have been importing suitable wood for the special frames used to
support the roof, having to find a manufacturer for the special high performance solar
panels (they are coming from Estonia) and finding the only glass manufacturer in the UK
who could make the 3.2m wide central roof light.
Progress had been slowed by the Covid lockdown and the lack of suppliers of the
specialist materials need. The UK is ill-prepared for building modern heat conserving
houses! But now, the project is gathering pace with the roof on to allow work to continue
under cover. ‘The Sheds’ will also be featured on Grand Designs so I will try to give
advanced warning of the date and time in The LINK.
John Castle (with help from Duncan, Liz and Helen)

Parish Council Meeting.
The first live Parish Council meeting in about 18 months was held in the village hall on
Monday 25 October. James Coker, the Chairman, gave a warm welcome to a packed hall.
Previous minutes; finances; the Fete roundup; and planning updates were quickly
covered to give plenty of time to discuss the future of the village hall. Like so many public
village facilities in the Benefice, Barton’s hall has seen almost no use during lockdown
and consequently, no income. The contribution from the village fete almost covered the
running/maintenance costs and there are now concerns that work from home and the
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availability of information and entertainment on the web is impacting the use of the hall
by the village inhabitants.
Hamish Cathie clarified that the hall was held in trust as a village hall in succession to
its use as the Parochial Church Hall. The trustees are the SW7 Rector, the Barton
Churchwarden and one lay member, and Hamish observed that in the absence of a
Rector and a lay member, he was the only trustee at present.
A number of ideas to generate income were considered which could involve leasing
or renting out the hall, but in a unanimous vote, it was agreed that the trustees should
not devolve control of the hall in any way to a third party. Barton had to remain in
complete control of its own village hall.
In a further discussion on ‘ways and means’ it was agreed that a sub-committee of the
Parish Council would be needed to supervise running and maintenance and that its
finances would be kept completely separate from the parish council. This was minuted
and it was agreed by the council to progress implementation of this management
arrangement.
The Chairman then covered the non-progress of installation of fibre-optics in the
village (on hold); road repairs to the road to Kitebrook (still pending) and the use of the
surplus in the village account for local repairs. The council agreed that the trees
bordering the road to Great Wolford should be inspected by a tree surgeon as some were
looking a little worse for wear.
The date of the next PC meeting will be published in due course.
John Castle

Beneficial Book Group
We enjoyed meeting up again on Sunday 17 October to talk about American Dirt by
Jeanine Cummings. This was a powerful novel, well written and fast to read since one
wished so much for a good outcome for all those on this journey from Mexico and other
areas of South America, to the so-called magic kingdom of ‘El Norte’. The mother-son
relationship of love between Lydia and Luca grows, as does the relationship between
others on the treacherous journey. There is much to think about in the book and it
deserves a wider readership.
We will meet next time (Sunday 21 November) to talk about Madame Bovary by
Gustave Flaubert.
Gillian Cathie
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Gordon’s Tree
LINK readers of the September edition will have
read of the adventurous life of Gordon Marshall
who passed away on 13 July whilst walking home
after an afternoon spent in good company at a
CAMEO tea-party. Gordon had lived in
Burmington for the past 30 years and was a
popular founder-member of CAMEO, fourteen
years ago.
Gordon's daughter has written to tell us that
Gordon's ashes have been scattered under a
towering oak tree which spreads over the
Burmington to Willington road, on the right of
that road, roughly one mile from the Burmington
crossroads. The distinctively tall oak, which is part
of a small copse on the side of the road, could
henceforth be known as ‘Gordon's Tree’, as a
fitting memorial for an old friend. The spot was
chosen to scatter Gordon's ashes because it was
a much-loved place for dog-walking and for climbing an old fallen trunk with his
grandchildren when they were young. The attachment of the family to the hallowed spot
is marked by a song Gordon made up at the time for his young grandchildren:

We're off to the leaning tree today,
We're off to the leaning tree,
With granddad, Nana Helen, Andreas and Stephanie.
And Pippa came and Bertie came
To the leaning tree
With granddad, Nana Helen, Andreas and Stephanie.
We took some rope, we took an axe,
To the leaning tree,
With granddad, Nana Helen, Andreas and Stephanie
(Andreas and Stephanie are Gordon's grandchildren and Pippa his dog. Bertie was
Helen's cat that also followed them on walks.) Gordon's family would be pleased to know
that we shouted a greeting or tooted our horns each time we pass Gordon's Tree.

Remembrance Sunday – Burmington 2021
In tens of thousands of communities up and down Britain, the Service of Remembrance
includes the solemn reading of the names on war memorials of those who died on active
duty in the two world wars.
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And so it was in Burmington church again this year. But the modest war memorial in
Burmington church, a simple wood and glass case, is unusual in that it records the names
not only of those who were killed, but also of all Burmington villagers who served in the
Forces in WW1.
The memorial shows those who gave their lives, those who were injured, wounded or
gassed, and those who survived possibly physically unscathed. It records a horrifying
picture of the true extent of Burmington villagers’ sacrifices in WW1. In a hamlet with a
population of no more than 100 at the time, possibly even less, the memorial in
Burmington church records that sixteen volunteered or were conscripted into the
Forces. Of these sixteen men, two died and no fewer than nine suffered from poison gas
or were wounded.
One can only speculate about the misery, and possibly early death, that was to follow
for those who returned home after being gassed or wounded.
Burmington church is always open during the day. Readers might like to pop in when
passing to view the war memorial on the west wall. It provides a unique record of a small
community’s sacrifices and suffering in WW1 which are only touched upon in our annual
Remembrance Sunday services.
Who Served in the Great War 1914-1918
Richard Frederic Hunt RN - died of fever
Frederic Clark – killed at Albert
Sidney Gardner
Vernon Peebles – gassed at Loos
William Slatter – wounded on the Somme
George Slatter MM - gassed
William Stanley – wounded at Arras
George Taylor - wounded at Ypres
Harry Hunt – wounded at St Quentin
Bert Stanley – wounded on the Somme
John Steel – wounded at Hazlinghe
Bert Hartwell – gassed at Nieuport
Sidney Claridge
Albert Hunt
Thomas Rose
Cecil Slatter
Dennis Cummings/Graham French

New Years’ Day Village Breakfast
There is no breakfast in December, but we are having a New Year’s Day Breakfast on
Saturday 1 January 10.00 am -12 noon.
If you have friends and family staying over and need sustenance following New Year’s
Eve shenanigans, come and join us for a full English. Absolutely the best way to start the
New Year. Please book on 07966 849149. (£5 per person).
Robyn Sutton
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Christmas Social

Our Christmas Social Gathering is taking place in the village hall at 6.00 pm on Saturday
4 December. Come and join us for festive treats and mulled wine. There will also be some
local mulled cider and Ken’s legendary Christmas quiz! Everybody is welcome and we
would love to see you all. Don’t miss it. Do put it in your calendar.
Robyn Sutton

Pumpkin Competition Winner – Emmy Tyrrell
The winner of the inaugural pumpkin competition was Emmy Tyrrell, age 13, from
Burmington. Well done, Emmy . Your amazing pumpkin snail was a unanimous winner!

Robyn Sutton
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Village Hall Coffee Morning
It was a month of firsts for the village hall as we
also had the initial village hall coffee morning
on the last Thursday of October. It was well
attended but we would love more people to
come. We would like to invite anyone who is
working from home and would like to take a
well earned break, parents who are at home and
are looking for something to do with the little
ones and anyone who has a spare half an hour
to come and join us for a cuppa and cake on
Thursday 27 January 2022.
Robyn Sutton

Curry + Quiz – Advance Notice
Saturday 22 January 6.30 pm for our curry and quiz evening. Tables of four are £40 per
table. Text/call 07966 849149 to book.
Robyn Sutton
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Village Lottery
1st Sue Levitch £80

2nd Susie Docker-Drysedale £45

3rd Phillipa Carr £30

Congratulations to our winners and thank you for your continued support. For more
information on joining, please contact me 686293 or steveallkins53@gmail.com
Steve Allkins

Cherington & Stourton Neighbourhood Watch
I’m your local co-ordinator and welcome reports of suspicious
behaviour. Please let me know about anything that seems to you
to be a little bit out of the ordinary as your information might just
be the piece of the jigsaw that helps solve a problem.
Everything is completely confidential, please contact me on
07866 127409/ 686288 or christinedudfield53@gmail.com.

The Mobile Library
The mobile library comes to the hall every three weeks on a Monday afternoon at 1.40
pm until 2.00 pm. The next date is Monday 6 December. They have a selection of books
including spoken word and books for young children.
It is accessible with a low entrance, 2 steps and ramp for wheelchair users. You are
required to wear a mask and sanitise hands.

Chipping Norton Wednesdays
Bus Shelter 9.48 am, Featherbed Lane 9.50 am, Stourton Crossroads 9.52 am
Returning at 12.44 pm
Banbury Morrisons Thursdays
Featherbed Lane 9.42 am Stourton Crossroads 9.52 am
Returning at 12.44 pm
Fridays Shipston-on-Stour
Bus shelter 9.20 am, Featherbed Lane 9.23 am, Stourton Crossroads 9.25 am
Returning at 11.10 am
Saturdays Stratford-upon-Avon
Bus Shelter 9.06 am, Featherbed Lane 9.09 am, Stourton Crossroads 9.11 am
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Returning at 12.20 pm

After the Dutch School - Skating on the Canals Oil on Canvas by Stourton Artist Colin Beckett

Brailes Picturehouse
Saturday 11 December Matinee for all age groups 4.30pm start:

The Muppets Christmas Carol
The Muppets present their own version of Charles Dickens' immortal festive tale about
a bitter old miser who is shown the error of his ways. Ebenezer Scrooge (Michael Caine)
is the antithesis of the Christmas spirit. We do hope you will come and enjoy this festive
film it should be a lot of fun. Our seating arrangements are a choice of small tables and
or normal cinema rows with social distancing in mind.
Future Screenings for 2022
22 January - Dream Horse 19 February - James Bond: No Time to Die (if available).
Best wishes for Christmas.
Deirdre and Team

Amazing Musical Extravaganza
The Hall is booked for the evening of Saturday 12 February 2022 for the fourth Amazing
Musical Extravaganza, a showcase of mostly local musical talent. Box office will likely
open in January but
diary/calendar/computer.

in

the

meantime

book

the

date

out

on

your

We have had to miss a couple of years and so we are on the scout out for the next
generation of musical talent. If you know of anyone who might fit the bill, please get in
touch.
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Jim Walton (07860 727467)
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The Hall – A History
Cherington, Stourton & Suttonunder-Brailes are all in the Stour
valley with the Cotswolds hills
surrounding.
Their
combined
population is about four hundred
and the area includes several farms
that cover a couple of thousand
acres. It would take you an hour or so
to stroll round all three.
Our original village hall lasted
nearly a hundred years. It was built
from a government grant for the
recreational use of servicemen
returning from the trenches of the Great War. During the Second World War, it became
a classroom for evacuees by day while the Home Guard used it for drill practice in the
evenings. There was much discussion about blackout curtains.
After the war, it became the place for dances, film shows, parties, youth club and
school lunches. It saw use for WI meetings, as the local polling station and, of course, as
the home of the famous Cherington Players.
The Players began in the 1940s but originally only lasted 11 years. In the seventies,
they reformed to celebrate the Queen’s Silver Jubilee. This time, they continued until
2012. Each January, there were four performances, always sold out. Only residents of the
three villagers were permitted to take part with tickets sold in nearby villages.
In the early 1990s, discussions started about the future of the village hall. A clear
majority of villagers wanted a new one as the original was damp, the roof leaked and the
floor needed renovation. By 2008, the Village Committee was up and running and in
2018 the new hall was completed (with help from the National Lottery).
During the lockdowns, the village hall kitchen was briefly used to make meals for local
NHS staff. The meals were mainly taken to the Horton Hospital, 15 miles away.
Initially the adjacent children’s playground was sealed off and it was many months
before the children could play there. The second and third lockdown still permitted play
for the children. Every single village hall activity stopped from 23 March 2020 and the
hall was only in use again from 19 May 2021. The various groups came gradually into the
building with windows and doors open for ventilation.
There are still a few people in the village who are terrified to go out. Some
villagers have invited neighbours to visit their garden for a coffee. Since July 2021, the
monthly Saturday coffee mornings are beginning to see more attending.
Despite the pandemic, today the hall once more houses a vast array of events for the
three villages as well as nearby towns. Weddings, parties and parish meetings are now
available as well as activities such as yoga, Zumba, ballet, tai chi and a multitude of
hobby clubs. Once again, there are coffee mornings, farmers markets, nature talks and
Tumble Tots. Pretty soon, the rock groups and jazz trios will return too.
The hall is back where it belongs – at the heart of our village life.
Ann Holland
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Coffee Shop, The Hall
Come along and catch up with friends over a coffee or a glass of mulled wine. It’s your
chance to meet people from the village if you have recently moved in. Everyone
welcome. If anyone would like to help, then please get in touch with Christine - 01608
686288 / 07866 127409.
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Remembrance Sunday 2021
A large crowd turned out on Sunday 14
November for the Act of Remembrance at
Long Compton War Memorial, followed by a
church service led by Reverend Richard
Smith.
A young trumpet player from the
Birmingham Conservatoire played the Last
Post just as the clock chimed 11, and then the
Reveille, as the two-minute silence ended.
The names of those men from Long
Compton, who gave their lives in service of
their country, were read out and we pledged
to remember them. In church, the Standard
was presented and there were familiar
prayers and hymns as well as a short, but
moving address by Richard.
Having retired as Vicar of the Benefice
back in 2009, Richard expressed his pleasure
at being back amongst old friends, and with
his wife Jane, was able to chat to the congregation over coffee afterwards. It was good
to be ‘back to normal’ after the constraints of the pandemic, and to mark this special day
in the traditional way.
Jill Kirby

Long Compton Village Hall
I can't believe we've nearly got to the end of the year and what a year! In
2020 everything pretty much ground to a halt as far as the Village Hall
was concerned, but I'm so pleased to see things are definitely getting
back to normal as we near the end of 2021. It will forever go down in
my memory as the year the drive got sorted once and for all! We finally
had the funds to pay for a complete refurbishment rather than continue to patch up the
worst bits and, thanks to generosity all round in the form of large and small donations
and grants, we (YOU!) finally made it possible. We no longer have to worry about twisted
ankles, buggies getting stuck in potholes and tripping over divots in the dark. Thank you!

Social Saturdays are back up and running in their new format and regularly attracting
a hall full of folks for a chatter and some refreshment. If you'd like to get involved with
baking a cake, providing some savouries or serving, do please get in touch. If you'd rather
just partake in the convivial atmosphere and delicious refreshments on offer, you simply
need to turn up. It really is 'the more the merrier'.
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As well as the return of regular users, we've had an influx of parties being booked,
covering a whole range of celebrations from engagements and birthdays to lunches and
simply get togethers for when there's too many to fit into your own place. All are
welcome. Check availability through the Long Compton Village website: LCVH
Calendar. We hope to be able to book you in for a 'do' in 2022!
Mo Read, Chair, Long Compton Village Hall
684130, 07814802814 or lcvillagehall@yahoo.co.uk

Long Compton Charities
The Trustees met to consider applications received and agreed to disbursement of
funds. It was agreed that an application form detailing the criteria to be met would be
helpful for future requests.
The Charity has to work to a brief of ‘To relieve either generally or individually persons
resident in the Parish of Long Compton who are in conditions of need or hardship or
distress’ and receives an annual income c£500.
longcomptoncharities@gmail.com

Long Compton Bridge Club
The Long Compton Bridge Club meets in the village hall on the second Tuesday (7.30 9.30 pm) and the fourth Tuesday (2.30 pm - 4.30 pm) each month. Beginners very
welcome.
Chris Galloway 684234
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Long Compton Neighbourhood Watch
Our local co-ordinator is Jordan Boswell, who would very much welcome
reports of suspicious behaviour. Do let him know about anything that
seems to you to be out of the ordinary. Your information might just be
the little piece of the jigsaw that helps solve a problem. All calls and
emails are completely confidential – your name will not be made public.
Contact Jordan on 07795 008998, or at jordanlboswell@hotmail.com

100 Club Draw - November
The November draw was made at the Social Saturday held at the village hall on 13
November. The results are as follows:
1st Prize 89 Adrian & Jenny Simpson
2nd Prize 93 Richard Kirby

3rd Prize 128 Pat Webb
4th Prize 40 Emma Ledbury

The next draw will take place at the Social Saturday at the Hall on Saturday 11
December.
Chris Galloway 684234
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The Compton Creatives
For those of you who don't know us, we are a group who enjoy arts and crafts, with an
emphasis on textiles. We meet monthly, usually on the third Monday of the month.
Sometimes we just work on our own projects whilst indulging in coffee, cakes and
chat. Sometimes one of us holds a mini workshop, and sometimes we have an outside
teacher come to take a workshop. We also enjoy outings to exhibitions and places of
interest. If you would like to join us, please contact me.
caroline.nixon@btinternet.com or jhburras@yahoo.co.uk

The Long Compton Indoor Short Mat Bowls Club
We are looking for new members! The equipment is all ready to
go, we just need YOU! Instruction can be given if you’ve not
tried it before.
If you fancy giving it a go, contact Mo on 07814 802814 to
arrange a taster session. Let’s see if we can get this wellestablished club thriving once more.

Ebenezer Congregational Chapel
The Craft Markets have proved popular with crafters and many have brought their goods
along for sale. December this year will be particularly special after the disappointment
of the curtailment of last year’s Christmas festivities.
We are pleased to be contributing to the Christmas Tree Festival again this year with
a tree for the Chapel. It’s good to see the Festival back again.
We have our Christmas Craft Market on Thursday 16 December and have many stalls
booked, so please come along and do a bit of Christmas shopping for unique and
individual gifts or grab a mince pie – in case you haven’t had enough!
This will be the last one for a while and we intend to have them on Sunday afternoons
next year, with Tea and Cake served so look out for the dates!
On Saturday 18 December we are having a Christmas ‘Service’ – The Joy of Christmas
to have a joyful time singing those favourite carols with some festive readings, and of
course, mulled punch and mince pies (other refreshments available)!
Meanwhile we wish you all a peaceful and very Happy Christmas.
Sally Franklin 07870 545431 or Elizabeth Gilkes 07791 621778
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Long Compton & District Walkers
After an interesting attempt to get everyone assembled at Ebrington, thanks to road
closed signs, which didn’t actually say where the road closure was, we started off up a
steady climb out of Ebrington. We were warned by our leader not to complain about a)
the number of stiles or b) ask whether we were there yet. There were a number of stiles
at the beginning of the walk, as the policy of replacing them with kissing gates doesn’t
seem to have reached that part of Gloucestershire.
It was a splendid day as we made our way towards Foxcote over surprisingly dry
ground. There appears to have been several realignments of footpaths around Foxcote
House, no doubt to try to preserve the privacy of the owner, who apparently is only there
for a few weeks in the year. After our obligatory coffee stop, a gentle return to the start
went without incident. For lunch, we tried something we have never done before, that
is visit a farm shop and café, which proved to be very good and everyone appeared to
enjoy it. Thank you to our leaders for introducing us to it.
The walk in December will be a shorter walk, followed hopefully by our usual prebooked Christmas lunch. We will meet as usual in the car park at the Red Lion at 9.30 am
on Tuesday 14 December.
Jan Treadaway 01608 684553

Compton District History Society
Despite the misty weather, there was a good turnout at the village hall on Wednesday
10 November to hear Will Gowers’ talk on Warwickshire in the reign of King Richard II.
The story Will told was worthy of at least one full Netflix series. Will explained that
Warwickshire, positioned as it was at the crossroads of the two main routes in the
country (Watling Street and the Fosse Way), was a very important county in medieval
times. The great Warwickshire magnate, Thomas Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick, had been
a tutor and guardian to the King but, as Richard reached adulthood, Beauchamp and two
other senior nobles (the Duke of Gloucester and the Earl of Arundel) got together and,
to all intents and purposes, took control of the Kingdom for two years in the 1380s.
When Richard returned to direct control, he took no immediate action against the socalled ‘Appellant Lords’, but stealthily moved against them. Beauchamp came under
pressure from John Mowbray, Earl of Nottingham and from an upstart member of
the local gentry, Sir William Bagot of Baginton. There followed nearly ten years of
murders, corrupt court cases and land seizures which ended with Bagot in charge of
most of Warwickshire and Beauchamp arrested together with Gloucester and Arundel.
Beauchamp was sent in exile to the Isle of Man, the Duke of Gloucester was
imprisoned, and Arundel was beheaded. Richard was in control of the country and
Warwickshire. But he overplayed his hand. He seems to have ordered John Mowbray
(who had been appointed Governor of Calais) to arrange for the death of the Duke of
Gloucester imprisoned there. This led Henry Bolingbroke (who had been a junior
associate of Gloucester) to accuse Mowbray of murder. Extraordinarily, this led to an
agreement that Bolingbroke and Mowbray would duel each other in front of a huge
audience, including the King at Coventry in 1397. Just as the duel was set to begin,
Richard intervened, arrested Mowbray and Bolingbroke and exiled them both. Exile in
those days meant the loss of all land and wealth.
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Mowbray died of the plague in Venice, but, two years after his exile, Henry
Bolingbroke returned. He landed in Cheshire and moved south. Warwickshire rose up
against Bagot and his cronies, ejected them from Warwick Castle and Beauchamp’s old
loyal retainers and their troops joined Bolingbroke’s army in their march south to depose
the King and make Bolingbroke King Henry IV. Thomas Beauchamp returned from exile
a hero and he and his descendants continued to be the leading family in Warwickshire
for years to come. Bagot was captured, tried and imprisoned but survived to live out the
remainder of his days in his castle at Baginton.
Our 8 December meeting will be a talk by Katharine Bradley on Women in the Arts and
Crafts movement. Seasonal refreshments (mulled wine and mince pies) will be served
after the talk.
Diana Cook 01608 684771

Chapel Christmas CRAFT MARKET
Thursday 16 December 6 - 8 pm
Butlers Lane, Long Compton
For Details: Elizabeth Gilkes 07791 621778
longcomptonebenezerchapel@live.co.uk

Jim Buttress - Talking about the Central Royal Parks
It is not often we have an awardee of the Victorian Medal of Honour come to speak to us
at the Garden Club. There are on 62 medal holders at any one time (years of Queen
Victoria’s reign) and previous holders include Gertrude Jekyll, David Austin and Percy
Thrower. Jim was honoured for his judging of gardens - at Chelsea and beyond.
Jim was Superintendent of the Central Royal Parks for ten years, until he moved to
Greenwich Royal Park. The Central Royal Parks covers land from Eltham Palace in East
London to Richmond and Bushy Parks in west London - in all about 5,000 acres.
Here some amazing facts: Regents Park and Primrose Hill has some 12,000 roses in the
Queen Mary’s Gardens, an open-air theatre and of course a zoo. Richmond Park houses
the 40-acre Isabella plantation with
amazing collections of azaleas, camelias
and rhododendron. It also has a few deer!
Brompton Cemetery focuses on wildlife
and wildflowers. St James Park has about
40 pelicans - introduced in 1664 as a gift
from Russia and Hyde Park has its own
nursery and water supply, a dog
cemetery and its own police station.
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Next time you are going around Hyde Park Corner look for a small Palladian villa in the
corner. It was moved when Marble Arch was built and became a public toilet, then a
house. It was Jim’s home. All in all, it was an extremely entertaining and interesting talk.
Lesley Roberts

Get your team organised for a

General Knowledge Quiz
at Long Compton Village Hall on
Saturday 15 January 2022
Watch this space…….

Ebenezer Chapel

Joy of Christmas
Saturday 18 December 3.30 pm
Favourite Carols and Readings
Mulled Punch, Mince Pies and Christmas Spirit
Sally Franklin 01608 84739, Elizabeth Gilkes 07791 621778
longcomptonebenezerchapel@live.co.uk
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Village Organisations
Long Compton and District Garden Club - Contact Anthony Wells 684337 or Lesley Roberts 684545
Compton and District History Society - Contact Diana Cook 684771
Comptonians - Contact Margaret Welsh 684238
Village Hall - Mo Read on 684130, 07814802814 or lcvillagehall@yahoo.co.uk
Compton Creatives - caroline.nixon@btinternet.com or jhburras@yahoo.co.uk
Long Compton & District Walkers - Jan Treadaway 684553
Long Compton Short Mat Bowls - Club Contact Adrian on 684024
Long Compton Bridge Club - Chris Galloway 684234
The Friends of Long Compton Church e: friendslcchurch@gmail.com
f: @friendsoflongcomptonchurch and https://www.friendsofloncomptonchurch.com/
Long Compton Sports Club:
Secretary: Andrew Lund-Yates 07813 032144/ 01451 820467 andrewlundyates@gmail.com
Cricket: Andrew Badham 07900-466339 andrewbadham@icloud.com
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WHICHFORD AND ASCOTT
Editor: Melanie Arnold
Email: whichford@swlink.org.uk

Whichford Christmas Gift Fair in aid of St Michael’s Church
We were delighted to be able to hold the Christmas Gift Fair again, which this year was
kindly hosted by Peter and Caroline O’Kane at The Old Rectory. The event was very well
supported with shoppers for the 18 stalls making use of a great opportunity for present
shopping locally. A wonderful choice of gift ideas for all ages ranged from village-made
jams, jellies and chutneys to jewellery, bags and accessories, clothing, gifts for bridge
enthusiasts, toiletries and diffusers and even advent calendars for dogs.

Shoppers relaxed with coffee and home-made mince pies or a glass of champagne
from the pop-up champagne bar provided by Sheldons of Shipston.
A huge thank you to all who came to shop or supported the running of the event in
so many ways to make it such a successful day.
With very best wishes.
The Whichford Christmas Fair Committee
Joanna Cook, Jan Knight, Carol Moore, Anne Tebbs, Diana Atkins

The Reading Room Draw
Congratulations to Helen Shepard who was the winner of the November Reading Room
draw.
Jenny Scrivener
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Whichford and Ascott Christmas Lunches
Please would anyone interested in a Christmas lunch being hand-delivered on Christmas
Day let us know by 15 December and it will be delivered to you at midday on 25
December. We had some lovely appreciation from last year and are looking forward to
doing it again. Turkey and many trimmings…
Caroline Gibbs, 684925 and Mandy James, 684479

Katharine House Hospice
Thanks very much for the aluminium can and foil donations from our villagers and local
businesses for Katharine House Hospice.
November update: We have raised £470 so far this year, more than twice as much as
last year. We shall keep collecting and thank you for your support. It is much appreciated.

St. Michael’s Church, Whichford, December Services
Sunday 5 December, 9.00 am, Holy Communion
Sunday 12 December, 4.00 pm, Gap Service (to be held in Whichford whilst the
Christmas Tree Festival is on display in Long Compton).
Friday 24 December, 6.00 pm, Nine Lessons and Carols

VILLAGE
NEWS

THE WOLFORDS
Editor, Little Wolford Email: littlewolford@swlink.org.uk
Editor, Great Wolford: Lynn Mathias
Email: greatwolford@swlink.org.uk Tel: 674247

Little Wolford and Great Wolford Parishes to Combine?
Readers in Little Wolford may be aware that the Little Wolford Parish Meeting Chair and
RFO (Responsible Financial Officer) are stepping down in April 2022. This was discussed
at the Parish Meeting in Little Wolford held Thursday 14 October.
To date, there have been no residents of Little Wolford stepping forward to take on
these roles. As a consequence, discussions have taken place with Great Wolford Parish
Council on the possibility of combining parish authorities to cover both Great and Little
Wolford.
Before committing to this course of action and instigating meetings, questionnaires,
and consultation etc., both GWPC and the LW Parish Meeting need to be sure that there
is in fact, nobody willing to take on these roles in Little Wolford and continue with the
present arrangements. Should you be able to take over as Chair or RFO of the LW Parish
Meeting, please can you contact the existing officers (Helen Bostock and Simon Lewis Beeching) to discuss the matter - email chairman@littlewolford.org.uk
Please can you do this before Monday 31 January 2022.
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Should no volunteers come forward by this date, this will, in effect, bring the Little
Wolford Parish Meeting to a close and the necessary processes will begin to bring about
the combining of the Little Wolford and Great Wolford parish authorities. It is hoped that
we will be able to give readers an update in the January issue of The LINK.
Helen Bostock – Chair of Little Wolford Parish Meeting
Lynn Mathias – Chair of Great Wolford Parish Council

The Wolfords Village Hall One Hundred Club
The November winners were as follows:
1st prize – Sue Elliot
2nd prize – Roz Warriner
3rd prize – Sue Elliot
Many congratulations to the above. Please let me know if you would like to have more
shares as the club is still short of 100 shares. Of course, multiple shares do increase the
chance of winning! All proceeds go to help with the upkeep of the village hall.
James van Helden

First Class Fish and Chips – Takeaway Offer
Thank you so much to everyone who have supported our
takeaways in October and November with over 100 orders in
each of them – you are all amazing. We have decided to slip a
final takeaway in before Christmas
On Saturday 4 December you’re invited to come and collect
your pre-ordered fish and chips in a specified time-slot direct
from the van we’ve always used at the hall. Regulars have said
it’s the best fish and chips around. The van will be parked by
the crossroads in Great Wolford from 6.00 pm.
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We already have our 50 meal orders to make the van’s visit viable, so if you’re quick,
now is the time to express an interest by emailing Ann McKenna (see details below) with
the number of meals you would like.
Cut-off date for pre-ordering is Friday 3 December and to keep the delivery on the
night quick and efficient, we’re asking for payment to be made in advance when we
confirm your order. And of course, you don’t need to be a Wolford resident to join in – if
you can come and collect then you’re very welcome to place an order.
£10 per serving.
To order please contact: Ann McKenna email: annmckenna3@sky.com tel: 01608
674009.
The evening is in aid of Wolford church upkeep. Please help us to maintain the church
and churchyard at the centre of the village.
Ann McKenna

The Wolfords WI
Annual meetings are not always popular, but we had a very good turnout with visitors
as well.
It is always a worrying time when valued members of the committee are stepping
down and someone needs to step up. To help us through this process, we had the
pleasure of welcoming Lynne Stubbings, as WI adviser and recent past NFWI Chair. The
reports presented show we are financially stable, have new members joining and are
embracing new technology such as Zoom which enabled us to survive the last year.
Sue Elliot our retiring President and Roz Warriner our retiring Secretary were thanked
and presented with Orchids and vouchers. Also, a surprise presentation was made to
Sarah Franklin and Sue Rew for their work in the past year. Flowers were also presented
to Lynne Stubbings.
Five members stood for nomination to the new committee, Gilly Davis is our new
President, Helen O’Brien our continuing treasurer, Theresa Wakeham our new secretary
and Sarah Franklin and Sue Rew are also on the new committee. Next year will be special,
as it will be our centenary celebrations.
The business being over, we participated in a scarf exchange which was a new idea
by Sarah Franklin with a beautiful display of scarves. A chance to chat and try different
coloured scarves on. A magnificent tea was provided by Jane Revere and Di Russell.
Next month we meet again in The Wolfords village hall on Wednesday 1 December
at 7.30 pm for Secrets, Scandals and Salacious Gossip of the Royal Court with Historian
Sarah Slater.
All are welcome and If you would like to join us at a meeting please contact President
Gilly Davis, 07812 344598, Secretary Theresa Wakeham, 686098 or Sarah Franklin
674615.
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Poetry
Notes

Email: editor@swlink.org.uk

Emily Dickinson (born 10 December 1830) is certainly a name that is familiar to me, but
until I’d done some research for this page, I’d have been hard pressed to tell you much
about her. For a writer now lauded as one of America’s greatest and most original poets
of all time, she was not recognised as such during her lifetime. In fact, she was hardly
recognised at all.
She was a prolific writer, but her only publications during her lifetime were 10 of her
nearly 1,800 poems, and one letter. In the latter years of her life, she effectively became
a recluse, was rarely seen and only spoke to visitors from the other side of a closed door.
She became known as the ‘woman in white’ as towards the end of her life, she was
normally clothed in the colour. He somewhat strange behaviour was put down to her
inability to cope with the death of close family members and friends.

“Hope” is the thing with feathers - (314) is probably one her best-known poems. It
speaks with warmth and positivity. Dickinson was in the habit of not giving her poems
any form of title and so, publishers, always keen to order the world, gave them numbers
where there no titles.
“Hope” is the thing with feathers - (314)
“Hope” is the thing with feathers That perches in the soul And sings the tune without the words And never stops - at all And sweetest - in the Gale - is heard And sore must be the storm That could abash the little Bird
That kept so many warm I’ve heard it in the chillest land And on the strangest Sea Yet - never - in Extremity,
It asked a crumb - of me.
Emily Dickinson 1830 - 1886
A daguerreotype of Emily Dickinson c1848

Please keep your poetry suggestions coming; writing them for us would be even
better! Please be sure to submit your suggestions in good time bearing in mind that
more recent poems will often be protected by copyright and if this is the case, the
publisher’s permission will need to be obtained.
Keith Murphy, editor@swlink.org.uk
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Counselling, and Art Psychotherapy
Integrative Arts
Psychotherapeutic Counsellor
Caroline Moss (IATE UKCP)
The aim of therapy is to help people to
make their lives and relationships more
fulfilled. It is useful for a wide range of
issues, feelings and behaviours. It can be
for people who want to bring about
change as well as those who are
temporarily unable to cope. As the
therapeutic relationship develops, we
will explore your inner world in a safe,
non-judgemental and confidential
space and as you learn new insights into
yourself, change will naturally follow.
Individual or Group Therapy.
For all ages.
For more information, please contact
Caroline: caroline@theraptree.com
07538 339811 www.theraptree.com
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THE WOLFORDS
VILLAGE HALL
Ideal for children’s parties, meetings, classes,
family gatherings, BBQs, company training
- seats 50 - 60, (80 standing)
- excellent disabled access
- well-equipped, modern kitchen
Bookings:
https://www.thewolfordsvillagehall.org.uk
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