
 



EVENTS 
DIARY 

Contact: The Editor 
Email: editor@swlink.org.uk 

Events Update 
There are again but a few events for this page. Please 
do not assume that because the event is listed, it will 
go ahead. Also, the events may or may not be 
complying with the relevant coronavirus restrictions, 
although I am sure that organisers will be doing all 
they can to comply with whatever restrictions there 
are at the time the event takes place.  

     The photograph shows how the recent dusting of 
snow settled on the lichen at the Millennium Garden 
in Long Compton. The photograph was taken by 
Celia Sawyer who also provided our cover this 
month. As Celia said to me; ‘the snow had outlined 
the praying hands. I think we all need to be praying 
at the moment!’ 

Keith Murphy, editor@swlink.org.uk 

February (VH = Village hall; Ch = Church) 

Sat 30(Jan) Fish and Chip Takeaway Evening (by appointment only), Great Wolford 
Sun 31(Jan) Beneficial Book Club, Barton (Zoom)     17.30 
Wed 03 Wolfords WI (Zoom)       19.30 
Mon 08 Wolfords VH AGM (Zoom)      19.30 
Thurs 11 Long Compton Book Club (Zoom)      19.00 
Sun 28 Official end of 2021 LINK Subscription ‘Window’. 
 
 

 

LINK cover:  ‘Earth stood hard as iron’ 
Photograph by LINK reader Celia Sawyer 
Cover design by KMS Litho, Hook Norton.  

The LINK welcomes contributions for the front cover or elsewhere. 
Portrait orientation photographs or artwork preferred. Please send 
items to editor@swlink.org.uk.  
 
LINK cover and artwork produced by KMS Litho, Hook Norton and 
sponsored by Oxford Hardware. 
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THE LINK 
TEAM 

Editor Keith Murphy editor@swlink.org.uk 
Treasurer Martin McKenna treasurer@swlink.org.uk  
Advertising Manager Simon Lewis-Beeching adverts@swlink.org.uk 
Distribution Manager Alan Holmes distribution@swlink.org.uk  
Chairman Simon Lewis-Beeching chairman@swlink.org.uk 
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Online Manager Keith Murphy online@swlink.org.uk 
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Barcheston & Willington  barcheston@swlink.org.uk  
Barton-on-the-Heath John Castle barton@swlink.org.uk  
Burmington Graham French burmington@swlink.org.uk  
Cherington & Stourton Alan Holmes cherington@swlink.org.uk  
Long Compton Harry Dodds longcompton@swlink.org.uk  
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Great Wolford Lynn Mathias greatwolford@swlink.org.uk 
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Barton-on-the-Heath Helen Seymour -Smith 674153 
Burmington Julia Anne Sykes 07497 088 882 
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THE LINK is published by South Warwickshire LINK Ltd, a not-for-profit company limited by guarantee (reg. no. 07234681), and printed by KMS Litho 
Ltd, Hook Norton.  
The opinions expressed in The LINK are not necessarily those of the Editor or any member of the Link team. Whilst every effort is made to ensure 
accuracy of information printed, the Editor/team do not accept any responsibility for the consequences of any errors that may occur.  
The LINK does not endorse any products, services or companies. The appearance of advertisements in this magazine is not a guarantee of those 
products/services or the companies that manufacture, distribute or promote such products/services. 
All information held by The LINK is strictly confidential and is held purely for administration purposes and not sold or offered to third parties. 
All subscription monies paid to The LINK are non-refundable in the event that the South Warwickshire LINK Ltd ceases to operate. 

Please note the copy deadline for March 2021:

Monday 15 February  
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EDITORIAL 
   

LINK Talk – 2021 Census 

There’s one subject that does of course come to dominate any conversation at the 
present time. There’s plenty of reference across this issue to Coronavirus and I have little 
to add, except let’s all hope the vaccines deliver us quickly from the grip of this terrible 
virus. 

     On another topic, I’d just like to make a few comments. The decennial UK Census is 
due to be taken on Sunday 21 March. Of course, it would have been unthinkable to say 
this in years gone by, but by the time the date arrives it could all be cancelled! Many 
other unthinkable U-turns and cancellations have occurred. Let’s hope The Census 
doesn’t fall victim to the coronavirus.  

     Given that it’s going ahead, I read that; Census 2021 will be ‘digital first’ meaning it’ll 
be mainly online.  ‘Oh joy!’ I hear you all say. I do however also read that paper copies 
will also be available, so let’s hope that options to suit everyone will be readily accessible. 

     During our lockdowns, I have discovered a vast amount about my own family history 
and have been able to trace and contact long lost relatives as a result of research 
stemming from historical Census records. This is not the only reason that the Census is 
important, but it has changed my thinking generally about the Census and its 
importance to our Society and Community.  

     When it takes place, please do support it. A booklet explaining more can be obtained 
from our website at https://editor794.wixsite.com/sw7link/link-forum 

Keith Murphy, editor@swlink.org.uk 

2021 LINK Subscription Payments 

Many thanks to those readers who have paid by BACS, cheque or cash for their 2021 
annual LINK subscription. Many readers have now paid their £10 subscription but if you 
haven’t yet done so, please try to make this payment by the end of February. 

     If you are willing and able to pay your subscription by BACS, please email 
treasurer@swlink.org.uk with your name and address details and by return, you will be 
sent your assigned reference number along with the payment details you need for BACS.  

     Alternatively, a cheque made payable to South Warwickshire Link Ltd. can be sent 
(along with your name and address details please!) to: 

The LINK Treasurer, Leylands, Great Wolford, Shipston on Stour, Warwickshire, CV36 5NQ 

     If you still wish to pay by cash in the normal way to your distributor, please make sure 
that he or she is happy to accept this payment from you. 

editor@swlink.org.uk. and treasurer@swlink.org.uk 
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Cameo Lunch Club -  A £150 donation 
CAMEO members' thanks go out to the five Long Compton ladies who have together 
recently donated £150 to Club funds. This generous gift will enable the Club to continue 
to distribute free monthly hot lunches to members for the next three or four months. 

     The pandemic has changed things for all of us, including our monthly Club meetings 
for the time being. Nevertheless, the Club’s monthly lunch deliveries have proved 
popular and valuable, and we continue to search for the names of folk in SW7 who would 
like to join the scheme. If you would like to be included, or know of a friend or neighbour 
who would, please call Brenda Fitch on 01608 664313.  

And, of course, the Club is always eager to hear from anyone interested in helping with 
the cooking or delivery of the hot monthly lunches. 

Dennis Cummings 01608 661755 

[Ed – Another Cameo Lunch Club member reflects on lockdown life.] 

The Plague and I – By Joyce 
The year began well. Sunday 12 January was my 85th birthday. Enjoyed a birthday 
breakfast with ten family members at the George Hotel. I had  holidays booked - so much 
to look forward to. Then the virus hit us and they all had to be cancelled. Then, my 
daughter who lives with me became ill with severe flu-like symptoms in the second week 
of February. We kept apart, and after two weeks, still weak, she returned to her job in a 
British Legion residential home. Nine months later, in November, still not fully recovered, 

Solution to the 
January Crossword 
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she had a blood test which disclosed Covid-19 antibodies. So, it was not the ’flu as we 
thought, and the discovery was quite a shock. Coronavirus was a long way from our 
minds. 

     When lockdown arrived, I established a set routine; three hours of household chores, 
then, when the weather improved, three hours off for good behaviour spent in my 
garden with coffee and reading. Lovely weeks of sunshine. I got the best suntan ever, 
but no one to see it. What a waste. Then, afternoons spent chatting with friends (and 
thanking heaven for the telephone), doing jigsaws and embroidering a tablecloth. Then, 
TV to fill the evenings. I was moved by the coverage of the celebrations of the end of the 
war in Europe and the Far East. At ten years old I was just old enough to remember the 
actual events. 

     I tried to keep positive during the lockdown. I clapped each Thursday for the NHS and 
realised how lucky I and my family were, especially as we then lost dear friends to the 
virus. 

     The highlight of those months – and remains so - were the delicious hot lunches 
produced by my old CAMEO friends. When will we be able to meet again? 

     I isolated conscientiously for 14 weeks during lockdown as a consequence of age and 
diabetes. My daughter carried out a big shop once a fortnight. My dear CAMEO friends 
and neighbours  supplemented this with weekly shopping support for over four months 
with fresh vegetables and other essentials. I started to write this when we were in Tier 3. 
We are now in Tier 4. The change has brought home even more forcefully how much I 
miss the company of my friends in the WI, in CAMEO, the history group and the bridge 
clubs. 

     Blessings! I heard today that I have an appointment for an antivirus vaccination. I am 
taking it as a hopeful sign that soon, in the words of Vera Lynn, we will meet again. 
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PARISH 
PEOPLE 

Parochial Church Councils (PCCs) 
Barcheston St Martin    Barton-on-the-Heath St Lawrence   
Churchwardens  David Hodges 664310  Churchwardens Hamish Cathie 674303 
Secretary  Nick Jackson 01926 640658  Secretary   Gillian Cathie 674303 
Treasurer   David Cleave 666002  Treasurer   Mandy McPherson  674734 
 

Burmington St Barnabas & St Nicholas   Cherington St John the Baptist 
Churchwardens  Sonia Baker 661459   Churchwarden Roger Maycock 686404 

Michael Macdonald 662483  Secretary   Paul Levitch  686353  
Secretary   Graham Lancaster 663265  Treasurer   Rory McLeod 686278 
Treasurer   Sue Bradley 661635    

Long Compton St Peter and St Paul   Whichford St Michael 
Churchwardens Jill Kirby 684923   Churchwardens Mandy James 684479 
Secretary   Zoë Wrigley 650404    Sophia Corlett 
Treasurer   Walter Sawyer 684755 Secretary  Lucy Simpson  
     Treasurer   Andy Chapman 684652 
Wolford St Michael & All Angels 
Churchwarden John Wrench 674389 
Secretary    
Treasurer   Ann McKenna 674009 

Parish Councils  Chair    Clerk 
Barcheston  David Sutton    Ann Batchelor (661527) 
Barton-on-the-Heath James Coker (674601) Julia Gotrel  
Burmington   Robert Hutchings (661496)    
Cherington   Philip Townsend (686529)  Sara Cole (686250) 
Long Compton  Bill Cook (684771)   Elizabeth Gilkes (684336) 
Whichford   Peter O’Kane (684888) Sara Cole (686250) 
                                                                                                                               clerk.whichfordandascott@hotmail.co.uk 
Great Wolford   Lynn Mathias (674247)  Sue Finlay (661157)   
Little Wolford Parish Meeting  Helen Bostock  (chairman@littlewolford.org.uk) 

If you wish to update information on this page, please email the Editor: editor@swlink.org.uk 
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NATURE 
NOTES 

Editor: Tony Partridge 
Tel: 684698 

By now, I expect to most of us Christmas seems a long time ago. The holly is taken down, 
decorations stored away, and the calling birds, the French hens and the turtle doves will 
have winged their way to wherever they domicile themselves between Christmases. So, 
does this mean that we shall be bereft of unusual birds until next Christmas? Well, by no 
means. A keen-eyed friend living nearby spotted two unusual birds in her garden only a 
few days ago. They were a blackcap and a redpoll. The Blackcap is a migrant from North 
Africa which comes to us in spring, and returns home in autumn. But of recent years, 
some have elected to remain with us. As our climate becomes warmer so they feel more 
at home here. Additionally, flocks come to us for some reason from Southern Germany. 
Why this is, is not known, although it has been suggested that the increase in garden 
bird feeding may be a reason. There are also flocks from Germany going into Spain, 
prompting the suggestion that eventually there could be three separate strains of this 
breed of bird.  

     But the bird she spotted which induces my envy is the redpoll, which I have never 
seen here. Many years ago, a friend from the other end of the village phoned me to tell 
me she had seen one in her garden. This bird too is a migrant coming this time from the 
other direction – Northern Europe or Greenland, and makes towards our East Coast. But 
some drift overland, and this clearly was one. This was a very good bit of bird spotting 
by my friend as both birds are small and lively and not given to remaining on the same 
twig for long so to speak. Will it stay with us or go away? Time will tell. Let’s hope though 
that it can find its way back to Greenland! 

     It was good to read in last month’s LINK that the County Council is giving more 
attention to the management of our roadside verges. I have complained on a number of 
occasions over the years in these Notes about how their manic mowers seem to be 
allowed carte blanche to mow how and where they like. So, instead of confining their 
mowing to one narrow swathe along the edge of the road, they have infiltrated into the 
centre of the verge and even beyond. I once saw a verge mown up to the hedge (how 
many motorists can’t see a hedge?). Our roadside verges are some of our main 
repositories of wildflowers and the wildlife which depend on them. It is particular to note 
as fields are now bereft of any wildflowers (though I must be fair – many farmers, 
including at least one I know in this village, belong to the Countryside Stewardship 
Scheme and plant fields, side lands, headlands and corners with wildflowers and trees). 
I see they have had the redoubtable Plant Life pushing them, which is a very able 
organisation regarding wildflower preservation. Yellow rattle is used extensively in grass 
meadows where the owner wishes to turn the meadow into one dominated not by grass 
but by wildflowers which are normally unable to compete with grass which is a strong 
and dominant plant. Hence the yellow rattle is an excellent grass suppressant. 
Additionally, birds, small mammals and insects will benefit from a richer variety of 
flowers, and the added colour of yellow rattle itself will embellish the whole area. 

     Standing close to the edge of the main road we have in the village two magnificent 
Scotch pines. This of course is the national tree of Scotland. People often – as with yew 
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trees – try to tell their age. Frankly, this is only guesswork and really does this matter 
anyway? Due to their height, it has been said they were planted in the past as guides for 
travellers and particularly for drovers. It is our only native pine, and the wood is used in 
construction and for telegraph poles, whilst the resin can be tapped to use in making 
turpentine. Druids were said to have burnt its branches in celebration of the passing of 
a season. Its resin has been used as an antiseptic, as a disinfectant, and for respiratory 
troubles. Back in its native Scotland it is the favourite shelter for the pine marten and the 
sadly decreasing wildcat.  

     After the almost 48 hours of rain we had a 
week or two ago, I looked from my bedroom 
window to see a large lake had been formed 
in the meadow behind our cottage. As I 
watched, I saw a magpie land in the middle of 
this lake and carefully wade through it. This I 
thought is something new. Magpies are birds 
of woodland, hedgerows and fields. They just 
do not do ‘lake’. Was I, I wondered, watching 
the metamorphosis of species as has taken 
place throughout millions of years? Was this 
magpie eventually to become a water bird like 
ducks or swans? If so, then let it be put in 
record that I saw it first! 

 

 

 

[Ed - As close as I could find for you Tony. 
These however are in North America,  

not Long Compton!] 

Washerwomen at the Seine after Boudin  -  Oil on Canvas by Stourton artist Colin Beckett 
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INFO 
LINK 

Contact: The Editor 
Email: editor@swlink.org.uk 

The Post Office van is in the car park by the village shop in Long Compton from 9.30 -11.30 
am Monday and Wednesday, and from 12.30 to 2.00 pm Tuesday and Thursday. 

Shipston ‘tip’ is open - to book  https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/recyclingshipston 

LOCAL CATHOLIC CHURCH SERVICES 
Chipping Norton, Masses: Contact the parish priest for mass times – 01608 642703  
Stow-on-the-Wold, Our Lady and St Kenelm, 5 Back Walls, Sunday 9.00 a.m. and Our Lady Help of 
Christians, Station Road, Bourton-on-the-Water Saturday Vigil 6.00 p.m. Tel: 01608 674354 (All 
socially distanced.) 
Brailes/Shipston/Kineton Masses: Contact the parish priest for mass times - 01608 685259 
Chipping Campden, St Catharine’s Lower High Street, Sunday masses: – Saturday Vigil 6.00 p.m. 
Sunday 10.30 a.m. Tel: 01386 840261  (All socially distanced.) 

Local Congregational Services and local Quaker Meetings 
If you have any up-to-date details on services/meetings, please email editor@swlink.org.uk  

 

DATES AND FETES*
Please send us the dates of all your significant social events (i.e. events which will attract more 
than 100 people), be they fetes, garden parties or concerts. By listing them, we can help 
prevent date clashes between major events and disappointing attendance figures for all 
concerned. Please be sure to check this list before you plan a new event.  

Sat 07 Aug  Cherington, Stourton and Sutton Show 
Mon 30 Aug Whichford and Ascott Flower Show and Fete 

 

* Events could be affected by coronavirus cancellations

A woodland path in the January fog – by Surinderpal 
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SW7 BENEFICE 
CHURCH NEWS   

Dear Friends, 

This month sees the beginning of the season of Lent (17 February). Usually, we associate 
Lent with giving things up. Chocolate or alcohol, or something else we enjoy. The focus 
is on what we do. But there is another way of looking at this season.   

     The bible reading traditionally used on the first Sunday of Lent comes from the Gospel 
of Matthew chapter 4 verses 1-11. The passage gives the account of Jesus’ temptation in 
the wilderness. Jesus fasts for 40 days and 40 nights and is then tempted by the devil. 
The tradition of giving something up for the period of lent (the 40 days before Easter) 
comes from Jesus’ example in this passage. 

     But Jesus here gives us something deeper than just an example to follow. The focus 
of this passage is not what we should do, but what Jesus has done. Because Jesus does 
here what we cannot do. 

     The devil tempts Jesus three times, each one reminiscent in some way of the 
temptation of Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden. Adam and Eve of course failed the 
test and in doing so brought sin into the world. Where they failed, and where we fail, 
Jesus succeeds. He resists the devil and defeats him. He then offers to share that victory 
with any who will put their trust in him.   

     This points to an important principle of the Christian faith.  

     Most religions can be summed up by the two-letter word ‘do’. They’re focused on 
what humans have to do to reach the divine whatever that might be. Christianity in 
contrast can be summed up by the four-letter word ‘done.’ At its heart, the Christian faith 
is not about what we do, whether that’s giving things up, charitable deeds or religious 
observances. At its heart, the Christian faith is about what God has done in Jesus Christ.  

     By living the perfect life, dying in our place, and rising again, Jesus does what we could 
never do. He defeats sin, death and the devil and restores those who trust in him to 
fellowship with God. The Christian faith is at its heart about what Jesus has done not 
what we do.  

     The following song captures this dynamic perfectly. It’s my hope and prayer during 
this season of Lent that you will find the joy and peace that comes from knowing that 
Jesus has done what you could never do. 

No list of sins I have not done, 
No list of virtues I pursue, 
No list of those I am not like 
Can earn myself a place with You. 
O God, be merciful to me– 
I am a sinner through and through! 
My only hope of righteousness 
Is not in me, but only You. 
No humble dress, no fervent prayer, 
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No lifted hands, no tearful song, 
No recitation of the truth 
Can justify a single wrong. 
My righteousness is Jesus’ life,  
My debt was paid by Jesus’ death, 
My weary load was borne by Him          
And He alone can give me rest. 

No separation from the world, 
No work I do, no gift I give 
Can cleanse my conscience, cleanse my hands; 

But Jesus died and rose again– 
The power of death is overthrown! 
My God is merciful to me 
And merciful in Christ alone. 

My righteousness is Jesus’ life,  
My debt was paid by Jesus’ death, 
My weary load was borne by Him 
And He alone can give me rest. 
‘Not in me’  
Words and music: Eric Schumacher and David L. Ward © 2012 ThousandTongues.org 

Ben Dyson (Pioneer Minister) 

 

 

Resignation Announcement 

Dear Friends,  

Many of you will no doubt have already heard the news that I announced my resignation 
as Rector of SW7 Benefice during our YouTube service on Sunday 17 January.  

     Having completed more than ten years of ministry here, I feel that 2021 is the right 
time for me and my family to move on, and for someone fresh to take forwards the 
ministry and mission of our churches. I have very much enjoyed serving our Benefice, 
and it will be hard to leave behind so many good friends.  

     My official finishing date will be 30 June 2021, after which we hope to move house to 
Market Harborough, Leicestershire in time for me to take up my new role as Pastor of 
Christchurch, Harborough, in September this year.  

     Please be assured that our Associate Minister, Ben Dyson, together with the rest of the 
Ministry Team and churchwardens will ensure that the needs of our parishes are met 
during the period that follows, and the transition to a new incumbent is made. 

Stuart Allen (Rector)  
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High o'er the lonely hills 
   Black turns to grey, 
Birdsong the valley fills, 
   Mists fold away; 
Grey wakes to green again, 
Beauty is seen again– 
Gold and serene again 
   Dawneth the day. 

So, o'er the hills of life, 
   Stormy, forlorn, 
Out of the cloud and strife 
   Sunrise is born; 
Swift grows the light for us; 
Ended is night for us; 
Soundless and bright for us 
   Breaketh God's morn. 

Hear we no beat of drums, 
   Fanfare nor cry, 
When Christ the herald comes 
   Quietly nigh; 
Splendour he makes on earth; 
Colour awakes on earth; 
Suddenly breaks on earth 
   Light from the sky. 

Bid then farewell to sleep: 
   Rise up and run! 
What though the hill be steep? 
   Strength's in the sun. 
Now shall you find at last 
Night's left behind at last, 
And for mankind at last 
   Day has begun! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

High o’er the lonely hills 
LINK reader Annette Johnston has picked out a hymn that she has found so apt for the 
present times. The words were written by Jan Struther, the pen name of Joyce 
Anstruther, (1901 – 1953); an English writer remembered for her character Mrs. Miniver 
and a number of hymns, such as Lord of All Hopefulness.  Whilst Lord of All Hopefulness 
is really well known, High o’er the lonely hills  is probably less so. 

High o’er the lonely hills 
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SCHOOL  
NOTES 

Editor: Harry Dodds 
Email: longcompton@swlink.org.uk 

Acorns Primary School and Brailes C of E Primary School News 
Monday 4 January 2021 was a scheduled staff training day, where all teachers and 
teaching assistants were in school for virtual professional learning webinars and to 
prepare to welcome all children back to school the following day amidst the rapidly 
rising numbers of cases across the country, intense pressure on the NHS and trade 
unions opposed to schools re-opening with full classes. When the Prime Minister 
addressed the nation later that evening, he gave teachers twelve hours’ notice to re-plan 
for face-to-face teaching in school, plan remote learning for children at home, make 
arrangements for their own families and get some sleep! 

     All teachers were in school early on Tuesday morning to hastily rearrange their 
classrooms for social distancing, welcome and settle the children, teach them and leave 
them with their class teaching assistant so that they could meet to check curriculum 
plans for the half term that they’d spent time working on over Christmas, to ensure that 
all planned lessons and curriculum coverage could be taught remotely as well as face-
to-face, and if not, move topic blocks around.  

     The Prime Minister finally told us that schools were vectors for coronavirus. The only 
way to drive the infection rate down is to drive down attendance. It’s supposed to be a 
lockdown, but schools are far from closed. Limiting attendance is about supporting the 
reduction of the overall number of social contacts in our communities. On the first day 
of lockdown in March 2020 Acorns had one child in school and Brailes had two; this time 
around we have a quarter of the school attending and our nurseries are fully open. 

     In addition to every teacher teaching the curriculum to a significant percentage of 
children in their classroom, they are also delivering remote learning. Remote learning is 
not just online learning; the digital AND paper-based work staff have created is of very 
high quality. The government guidance sets a minimum amount of remote education 
which must be provided.  Year 1 and Year 2 children (5, 6, 7-year-olds) should have 3 
hours remote learning each day and there should be 4 hours a day for Key Stage 2 
children. Remote learning offer mirrors what the children will be taught in class. This is a 
lot for children and for parents! 

     We are not teaching live lessons, but we are doing live Google Meet video feedback 
sessions in all classes and have some other ideas for live elements. In most cases pre-
recorded lessons are at least as good as live lessons, and are often better. Ofsted agree, 
saying that live lessons are not the ‘gold standard’ of remote education. 

     It is the quality that has most impact. The biggest advantages of pre-recorded lessons 
are accessibility and flexibility. In many homes, live lessons are a challenge to any families 
with more than one child due to receive the lessons at the same time with limited 
number of devices available in the home. One laptop can’t serve three children who all 
have live lessons simultaneously, but it might give access to lessons they can view on 
demand. We have some children whose only device is currently a mobile phone or 
tablet, which are satisfactory for watching video tutorials aligned to work in exercise 
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books and paper resource packs. There can also be a problem with the amount of 
bandwidth streaming that live lessons require, and this often becomes an issue when 
children are trying to join live lessons at the same time that parents are trying to have 
virtual meetings when working from home.  

     Pre-recorded lessons also mean that children can pause, rewind and revisit 
explanations they have struggled with. By pre-recording, teachers can think more 
carefully about the quality of modelling and explanation, and more easily build in video 
clips and other animations that help to bring the explanation to life. Your concentration 
is entirely on the material produced rather than on what all the other children online 
(and potentially in the classroom too) are doing.  

     Live catch-up sessions, such as our weekly Google Meets are proving really useful for 
keeping children motivated, for keeping in touch and for giving feedback on previous 
work. 

     A number of mobile phone companies have pledged additional free data if families 
don’t have access to a fixed broadband connection and cannot afford the additional data 
needed to access educational resources for remote learning and Vodafone has provided 
the school with fifty 30GB SIM cards for parents with no or poor internet access. 

     Back at the start of the Autumn term, the Department for Education allocated Acorns 
Primary five devices and Brailes three devices, but we weren’t allowed to order them 
until a class in years 3-6 were forced to isolate due to a positive Covid-19 case, but no 
Key Stage 2 bubbles popped!  Then in November, the allocation was slashed to one for 
each school although the original allocation was reinstated after Christmas. 

     It’s been so heart-warming to have immediate contact with local charities such as 
Cotswold Community Awareness, who have funded additional laptops for our children. 
Other local businesses and members of the community have been in touch to find out 
how they can support. 

[Ed – To Christian Hilton, Executive Headteacher - Thank you for all you and your staff are 
doing for our community in these difficult times.]  
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FARMING  
NOTES 

Editor: Lynn Mathias 
Email: farming@swlink.org.uk 

Can Farming contribute to reducing Climate Change? 
In line with many other industries, farming has an ambitious aim to be net zero for 
carbon by 2040. Farmers are in a unique position, being very aware of the challenges 
that climate change is bringing dealing with drought, heavy rain and waterlogging 
already. This was particularly noticeable last harvest year and we have yet to see what 
this growing season will bring. We are also in a unique position in that we have some 
specific opportunities to help mitigate it. 

     Farms are unusual in being both producers of carbon and a sink for the element.  
Much has been made recently of the amount of methane that livestock produce and 
there is a lot of research into how this may be reduced. The opposite side of the coin is 
the amount of carbon tied up in the soil and grass. Permanent pasture takes CO2 out of 
the atmosphere to grow, leaving carbon in the soil.  Livestock are able to improve soil 
fertility with manure and enable farmers to produce nutrient-dense protein from the 
grass. On this farm, the permanent pasture has been unploughed since the 1920s in this 
family and probably for many generations before that. Livestock are very efficient at 
using this grass and with the numbers we raise here, the gases produced are far less than 
is sequestered in the soil. Here we use no fertiliser on the grass, relying on the muck 
going back into the ground. British grass-fed beef and lamb, which is most of it, is a far 
less polluting industry than much red meat produced abroad. 

     Many farms now are going down the route of reduced ploughing as we are here. Every 
time the soil is turned over to any depth, carbon is released. Here we have not used a 
plough for many years and now do not cultivate either. Any system like this needs to 
have some input from livestock to return nutrients. As well as the muck from our own 
cattle, which is insufficient for the arable acreage, we have an arrangement with a local 
beef farmer who takes as much of the wheat straw that he needs for bedding and in 
return we use the farmyard manure from the cattle to spread on the arable land, a win-
win situation for us both.  This is not a totally organic system and we still use bag fertiliser 
and pesticides, but as the fertility of the soil builds up, these should be reduced.  
Grassland/livestock systems have the capacity to transform nitrogen from grass into 
organic fertiliser that is far less volatile than synthetic nitrogen fertiliser. 

     Farm buildings have large areas of vacant roof space and many farms like us are 
utilising this for photovoltaic panels. Unfortunately, many farm buildings are quite old 
with asbestos roofs which are not suitable for solar panels however, some big solar panel 
arrays are on fields which can still be grazed. Over 40% of farmers have made some 
contribution to renewable energy. 

     Although we sometimes seem to have rather too much water falling from the sky, this 
is a very valuable resource and over time we may need to look at better infrastructure 
for storage. Here we already collect most of the water from the barn roofs, which we use 
through the summer.  

Lynn Mathias farms at Manor Farm in Great Wolford 
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GARDENING 
NOTES 

Editors: 
Margaret Welsh,  Long Compton Garden Club 
Miranda Arnold,  Whichford Amateur Gardener 

As I write, it’s the first week of the 2021 national lockdown. But because I was in tier 3 
and tier 4 before the lockdown, it’s been a long while since I’ve been able to get to 
Whichford, and my veg beds, so I feel a bit of a fraud writing a ‘local’ gardening column. 
Still, with vaccines on their way, there will be an end to this lockdown at some point, and 
I’ll be able to come back.  

     In February, you can start to feel that spring might be on its way. Bulbs are starting to 
show, birds are singing again, and the foxes are giving out their rather ugly mating calls. 
(There’s a vixen that climbs along our back fence at about 7.30 every morning, yowling 
her head off, sending our terriers into a barking frenzy. Our poor neighbours.) 

     It is the month to really get going in the garden again, with a combination of starting 
things off and tidying things up. And, after the year that we’ve all had, it’s a pleasure to 
get out in the garden more often, giving us more purpose and filling what, to be honest, 
have been rather long, dull, and drawn-out days.  

     You can bring your dahlias out of their winter quarters, and start them off into growth 
in a light cool room or unheated greenhouse, before planting them out later in the year. 
Think about your summer containers; it’s a good time to plant lilies in pots. Keep them 
inside or in the greenhouse until you’re ready to put them outside.  

     You’re not too late to sow sweet peas (although you’d get a better root system with 
autumn sowing). Sow them four or five to a pot under a cloche or cold frame, or indoors 
with plenty of light and not much heat. I must confess that my autumn sown sweet pea 
seedlings all got eaten by slugs, so the stronger root system didn’t exactly help them out 
this year. Talking of slugs, it’s definitely time to put out whatever wildlife safe anti-slug 
protection you use, or they’ll start to cause you trouble.  

     You can start paying more attention to your vegetables too. Chit your potatoes as 
soon as the tubers arrive; put them into egg boxes or other cardboard containers on a 
windowsill or unheated greenhouse until they shoot. Plant them out when the shoots 
are about an inch long. By mid-February, if you have a greenhouse, you can sow tomato 
and cucumber seeds, and maybe even some peas, for a nice early crop.  

     There’s quite a lot you can do with your shrubs in February. If the frosts have damaged 
any branches, it’s a good time to cut those out. Prune winter-flowering shrubs after 
flowering, so that the new growth has a decent amount of time to ripen before next 
season. If you leave it much later, the new growth won’t give you as good a floral display.  

     Your roses will be starting to shoot. Tie in the climbers and ramblers, trying to keep 
the tied-in branches as horizontal as possible. This encourages more flowering shoots to 
break from the older wood. Winter prune your apples and pear trees, and it’s your last 
chance to cut autumn flowering raspberries down.  

     Keep feeding the birds, as they’ll be getting on with scouting about for nesting places, 
performing their mating rituals, and then of course nesting. They’ll need plenty of fuel 
for all these activities.  

Miranda Arnold 
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VILLAGE  
NEWS 

BARTON-ON-THE-HEATH 

Editor: John Castle 
Email: barton@swlink.org.uk        

December Book Group 

Our December meeting was held after the deadline for the January issue of The LINK 
when, despite not being able to meet except on Zoom, we enjoyed talking about English 
Passengers  by Matthew Kneale. This was a massive read, very humorous in places, where 
a battered Isle of Man ship is chartered by a trio of idealists in search of ‘Eden’ on the far 
away island of Tasmania. Many adventures ensue and there is much use of the Manx 
language between members of the crew. An enjoyable read. 

     Our January meeting, again using Zoom, was held Sunday 3 January to talk about 
Here We Are  by Graham Swift. It seemed that everyone had enjoyed the novel, which 
was set in Brighton at an end-of pier show in the 1950s and 60s. The novel tells the 
background story of Ronnie, the brilliant magician and his glamorous assistant Evie. His 
evacuation from London to a grander way of life in the countryside leads to his learning 
magic and is a fascinating tale. The charismatic compere of the show is his friend Jack, 
but Evie eventually decides to make her life with him, which leads to a tremendous final 
’trick’ by Ronnie. The book was thought to have been brilliantly written with a 
wonderfully atmospheric feeling for the time. 

     Our next meeting, on Zoom again, will be to talk about Where the Crawdads Sing  by 
Delia Owens. This will be on Sunday 31 January at 5.30 pm. 

Gillian Cathie 

Parish Council Meeting 15 December  

The meeting was held using Zoom with all 5 Parish Councillors plus 12 members of the 
public signing in. There were two planning applications to discuss. 

An Extension to The Brown House 

Chris Seymour-Smith was able to ‘screen share’ drawings and photographs to explain 
the application. There was some discussion of the type of windows to be used with 
modern powder coated windows only to the rear. At the front Crittall type windows 
similar to those featured by other houses in the village would be used. Solar panels 
would also be fitted only to the rear roof. 

     Hollie Moreland, an adjacent neighbour, was concerned at the size of the extension 
which contradicted the ‘cottage’ concept of the property and appeared to be an over-
development of the site when taken in conjunction with a recently approved separate 
garage. She had no objections to the changes to the front of the cottage but had 
submitted her concerns about the size of the rear extension to Stratford. This was noted 
by the councillors. The Chairman took a vote by which the application was approved for 
a NO OBJECTION submission to be made to Stratford which the Chairman pointed out 
would be just one of the issues taken into consideration by SDC and the Conservation 
Officer. 
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Change of use of a paddock to the rear of Rainbow Farm 

Erin Eisenberg, using screen share, presented an application to change a boundary of 
Rainbow Farm, which historically had been divided in a haphazard way to form the 
village Conservation Boundary, to reinstate a paddock to join the existing garden. This 
would allow soil excavated during recent extension work to be used to level the 
enlarged area which would then be grassed over. Spreading the soil would otherwise 
require planning consent.  

     Both immediate neighbours objected to the conversion of agricultural land to 
domestic curtilage. There was also an objection that the change would be an extension 
into the AONB adjacent to the village. A number of issues involved in past ‘change of 
use’ applications and field levelling were discussed. On a first vote by Councillors on the 
application, there was no clear decision. The Chairman pressed for a second vote and on 
a different motion that the village should OBJECT to the application, the motion was 
approved with two votes for, one against, and one abstention. The Clerk was instructed 
to inform Stratford accordingly. 

The Kitebrook Road 
Throughout last year, villagers and local traffic have had to contend with a sharp dip in 
the road to Kitebrook where a stream running down the hill to join Stanbrook passes 
through a culvert and, after heavy rain, a flood and hazardous bank of gravel forms 
across the road. The dip is due to an old badger sett under the road, whilst heavy rain 
causes surface rainwater from the road on both sides of the culvert to flood the dip and 
carry with it soil and gravel from the road verges to form the gravel bank. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For locals, the hazard is well known but is a risk for the unwary. The dip was filled in by 
the Highway Authority on 7 January but, sadly, the flood and gravel problem was left as 
it was. Bartonians now place their hope in Warwickshire using its share of the extra road 
funding promised by the government in the 25 November 2020 Spending Review before 
there is an accident. 
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VILLAGE  
NEWS 

BURMINGTON 
Editor: Graham French 
Email: burmington@swlink.org.uk           

Burmington Village - A Little History 

Burmington has not always been the comfortable, fairly affluent village which enjoys 
every modern comfort. Who thinks twice nowadays when they turn on a light switch or 
the tap to fill the kettle? In the 19th century - 1846 to be precise - Burmington was 
described as: 

     ‘…a particularly dirty and ill-named one. The cottages are not fit for human 
habitation… there cannot be a filthier village. With no back door, no garden, no 
drains…there are one or two gutters, a few inches deep, and into these are thrown every 
kind of filth and nastiness…. as to make it unpleasant to passers-by and extremely 
unhealthy to those who have to live near it.’  (Extract from a letter from the cleric in 
charge of Burmington, who, concerned with the plight of those living in the village, 
wrote to the Poor Law Board for help. The full letter can be seen in the village hall. 

     As late as the early 1940s, Phil Batsford who was born in the village, but who now lives 
in Shipston, remembers growing up with no mains water, no electricity, and battery-
operated radios. There were no flushing lavatories and so waste from earth closets was 
dug into the earth. 

     Even Burmington Manor had no electricity or mains sewage until Jack Walker bought 
the house in 1949, and installed them in the 50s along with mains water. Prior to that, 
the lavatory was outside and he had had to pump the water from a cistern in the garden 
up to a tank in the attic every morning. 

     Phil first lived with his parents and brothers in the house opposite the school (now the 
Village Hall) which he attended. The family later moved up to the house called 
‘Sunnyside’ (now ‘Little Leys’) when father Batsford became Head Gardener at The Leys.  

     The school consisted of one large classroom, divided into two sections for infants and 
juniors with a big stove for heating. Imagine the health and safety aspects of that today! 
Outside, the school was fenced off with a picket fence (see the photograph of a model 
of the hall which shows the chimney, the school bell and the picket fence). The 
playground was what we know today as the car park.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A model of the 
Village School 
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     Children from Willington, including George Aston who still lives in Burmington, used 
to walk across the fields to come to school; when the school closed in 1946, children 
went to Shipston or Stratford. 

     Back Lane (now just called ‘The Lane’) which was one of the ‘filthier…and unhealthy’ 
areas of the village has now, ironically, a number of listed houses and includes The 
Village Green which is in Back Lane outside number 6. The Green was a very important 
part of Burmington because it had one of the main wells from which people obtained 
their drinking water. Unfortunately, no one knows what happened to the pump. On 
November 5th, Bonfire Night was always held there and so it was a significant hub for 
village life.  

Contributed by Sonia Baker 

Early Spring at Burmington Farm 
Spring comes early at Burmington Farm – at least for the lambs. David Tame usually plans 
for 160 ewes to lamb in late January and another 150 in February – earlier than many 
farmers. 

     ‘We’ve always done it this early’, says David, ‘that way the lambs are fattened up ready 
for Easter – before there’s a glut on the market – hopefully fetching us a better price… 
but there’s a cost to keeping them indoors in additional feed’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     The picture shows Rosie Tame holding one of the newborn lambs. 
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VILLAGE  
NEWS 

CHERINGTON WITH STOURTON 
Editor: Alan Holmes 
Email: cherington@swlink.org.uk          Tel: 686682 

Village Lottery 
 Winners in the draw for the January 2021 lottery were: 

1st Susie Dockar-Drysdale  £80 
2nd  Tony Wells   £45 
3rd  Roy Hawley   £30 

     Congratulations to our winners and thank you for your continued support. For more 
information on joining please contact Steve Allkins.  

Steve Allkins 

Parish Council 
At the last Parish Council meeting in December, it was agreed that we would keep the 
Parish precept the same as last year. Please remember that you will have to pay for the 
green bin to be collected from April. The charge for this service is £40.00 per bin per 
year, payable to Stratford-upon-Avon district council. After April, if you have not paid, 
your green bin will not be collected. You will get a bar code for your bin to say that you 
have paid. 

Philip Townsend, Chairman 

Christmas Greetings Donations 
A big thank you to all who have donated to St. John the Baptist church in lieu of 
sending cards to our friends in the villages. We have now collected all donations and 
have received the grand total of £1,328. Thank you once again for your tremendous 
support of our church. 

Sherry Barker and Pam Brookes (on behalf of the PCC) 

The Village Hall 
The first two years since The Hall opened have significantly exceeded budget 
expectations and as a result, there is a welcome cushion of retained funds that will 
allow Trustees to carry through the pandemic on a much-reduced income with 
sufficient to ensure that the building and grounds are kept to the condition as new.   

     The Farmer’s Market continued when permitted, albeit for food-based stalls only, 
and this will kick off again once the vaccine has had time to take effect. On that topic, 
the Hall has been useful for rolling out flu vaccines and Trustees have offered the 
building free of charge for Coronavirus vaccination if required. 

     Bookings remain strong for post-lockdown 2021, whenever that might be, but at 
more immediate risk are some of the businesses who have till now been our customers.  
At the recent AGM, held over Zoom (I wish I’d bought shares in them) the Trustees 
were determined to help by offering some free rental and assistance with advertising, 
by way of a flyer to be distributed locally, to explain all that will be on offer once usual 
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service returns. So, look out for an opportunity to improve your knowledge, skills, or 
mindfulness; or dig out the leotard and join in one of the fitness classes (not you Eric, 
tracksuit is fine). 

     We hope to organise a community event on a summer weekend, ideas welcome. 
Music, picnic, sports maybe. These villages are special, not for the buildings and scenic 
landscape necessarily, although these are not too shabby, but for the community that 
dwells among them. The Hall offers an enhancement, and no doubt will continue to act 
as a centre for good initiatives and a place to meet and do silly things with our friends. 

     Keep safe. 
Jim Walton, Chairman (Village Hall) 

Brailes Picturehouse 
We hope your Christmas and New Year went well, albeit a strange one. Talking via 
phone and technology made it more fun - less washing-up etc.! 

     Dates for your diaries - by Lisa Bryan, village hall secretary (fingers crossed): 

January   Oh for the jabs........ 
February  20th  - might be pushing our luck. 
March  20th  - Think we’ll be climbing the walls if things are not happening. 
April          17th  - Bit more optimistic. 
May           15th  - Maybe an outside one at least ! 
June          19th  - Got to be ok by now .... please. 
July and August               Holidays ... I bloomin’ hope so! 
September   18th - Not going to say anything in case I tempt fate. 
October        16th - Giving up if it all starts again. 
November    13th - Last chance for 2021. 

     Take great care and keep safe. 
Deirdre and Team 
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VILLAGE  
NEWS 

LONG COMPTON 
Editor: Harry Dodds 
Email: longcompton@swlink.org.uk          Tel: 684606 

Long Compton Village Hall 

There really is very little to say this month. The village hall committee 
continues to meet monthly to discuss the maintenance of the hall and 
whether we are able to run any events yet or not. Sadly, the answer at 
the moment is always a resounding 'no' and yet the maintenance of the 
hall continues to demand our attention. Well, it keeps the little grey 
cells ticking over and we've learned new IT skills. Honestly, if you'd have asked me what 
'Zoom' was prior to March 2020 I would have regaled you with a rendition of the Fat 
Larry's Band song but now I'm all over it - meeting ID, personal link name, meeting 
passcode, mute, unmute, how do I leave?! So, although we're unable to offer our usual 
St. Valentine's Pop-up Bistro, village interest groups, dance classes and Social Saturday 
events this month, we may be able to run a Zoom call if anyone feels the need! 

Mo Read on 684130, 07814802814 or lcvillagehall@yahoo.co.uk 

Long Compton Parish Council 
Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer. This position is currently vacant, so the Council is 
actively seeking to recruit a new Clerk/RFO to commence in the Spring of 2021. 

     The successful applicant will have a good standard of English and be proficient in 
Word and Excel. Duties include agendas and minutes for monthly meetings, (normally 
held in the village hall, but due to the current crisis are being held by Zoom), general 
administration according to Council instruction and keeping meticulous accounts. 

     The successful candidate will need space at home to work and to accommodate a 
certain amount of Council equipment and files. 

     We envisage approximately 30 hours per month, with some evening work required. 
Salary will be in accordance with NJC scales according to qualifications and experience 
and it is expected the successful candidate will attend training sessions as appropriate 
for the position. 

    Applications with CV in the first instance to: 

    Mr Bill Cook (Chair), 57 Main Street, Long Compton, Shipston on Stour, Warks CV36 5JS 
    or email billanddianac@aol.com 
    Applications should be received by Saturday 6 February 2021. 
 

Friends of Long Compton Church 
Our information and contact points:  

e: friendslcchurch@gmail.com  f: @friendsoflongcomptonchurch   
                           www.friendsofloncomptonchurch.com 
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Compton District History Society 

Covid-19 suspension of activities 

Our committee has decided that meetings will start again this coming March provided 
things are back to normal by then. Our idea is that we should rebook the same speakers 
as those we had originally booked for March to June this year. If you have paid a 
membership subscription for 2019/2020 that will carry forward to cover March to June 
2021. 

     We will of course keep you informed through this magazine as and when 
circumstances change.  

Diana Cook 684771 

The Combined Charities 

The Trustees of the Combined Charities met in January to approve accounts and discuss 
options for distribution of funds. Trustees considered the impact of Covid-19 upon the 
usual recipients, The Comptonians, as they have not been able to meet, and considered 
various alternative means of distributing funds to those in need within the village and to 
meet the remit of the Charity.  

     No conclusions were reached, but the subject will be kept under review and 
applications welcomed from groups or individuals. 

    Elizabeth Gilkes, office@gilkesenterprises.com or 684336 

Long Compton Congregational Church - Ebenezer Chapel 
The Chapel has moved to the next stage of refurbishment plans with renovation of the 
kitchen to bring it up to date and improve efficiency. The pulpit has been removed for 
maintenance and upgrading so it can be removed to allow a podium for social events, 
concerts etc. 

     The photos show the work in progress! 
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Whilst closed, the Chapel continues to receive donations for Shipston Food Bank and has 
also set up a small book swap facility. Both of these are in the front porch. In addition, 
there are bins in the car park for aluminium tins being collected to raise money for 
Katherine House Hospice. 

     Looking to the future, consultation is taking place with those who entered last year’s 
Flower and Produce Show regarding possible classes. The provisional date for this is 
Saturday 28th August 2021. 

     Although the Chapel is sadly still closed for services, Reverend Marion Hartwell has 
been sharing weekly uplifting Thoughts and Prayers which are posted on chapel 
noticeboards and Facebook page. 

    Contact: Sally Franklin, 01608 684739 / 07870545431 or Elizabeth Gilkes: 07791 621778 

longcomptonebenezerchapel@outlook.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Sheep in between Long Compton and Whichford lost in the fog. Photograph by Surinderpal. 
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Long Compton and District Garden Club 
The meeting ‘Gardeners’ Question Time’ scheduled for 24 February has been cancelled.   
As and when we are able, we will plan visits and talks. 

Lesley Roberts and Anthony Wells 01608 684545  

Compton Creatives 
To find out more about joining this sociable group please contact jhburras@yahoo.co.uk 
or caroline.nixon@btinternet.com 

Long Compton Neighbourhood Watch 

Our local co-ordinator is Jordan Boswell, who would very much welcome 
reports of suspicious behaviour. Do let him know about anything that 
seems to you to be out of the ordinary. Your information might just be 
the little piece of the jigsaw that helps solve a problem. All calls and 
emails are completely confidential – your name will not be made public. 
Contact Jordan on 07795 008998, or at jordanlboswell@hotmail.com  

2021 - 100 Club 

The 100 Club will be run this year as in previous years, raising money to support the 
village hall. The collectors have been round with entry details, costing £12 for the 12 
draws this year. If you have not received the letter and want to join, please let me know. 

     As a reminder, prize money of £100 is awarded each month, in prizes of £40, £25, £20 
and £15. With the current membership, there is a 1 in 4 chance of winning a prize. The 
draw is made after the mid-monthly hall committee meeting at the moment, but will 
revert to Social Saturdays as soon as they are resumed.  

Chris Galloway 684234 

Bridge Club 

Sadly, we cannot restart the Bridge Club until the socially distancing rules are relaxed. 
We will contact all members and announce the restart in The LINK as soon as we can. In 
the meantime, if you haven't already tried it, we suggest online bridge with either BBO, 
Funbridge or 247Bridge. The bidding is difficult, so ‘go with the flow’, but playing the 
hand can be good practice. 

Chris Galloway 684234 

Village Organisations 

Long Compton and District Garden Club - Contact Anthony Wells 684337 or Lesley Roberts 684545 
Compton and District History Society - Contact Diana Cook 684771 
Comptonians - Contact Margaret Welsh 684238 
Village Hall - Mo Read on 684130, 07814802814 or lcvillagehall@yahoo.co.uk 
Compton Creatives - caroline.nixon@btinternet.com or jhburras@yahoo.co.uk 
Long Compton & District Walkers - Jan Treadaway 684553 
Long Compton Short Mat Bowls - Club Contact Adrian on 684024  
Long Compton Bridge Club - Chris Galloway 684234 
Friends of Long Compton Church, our information and contact points: 

e: friendslcchurch@gmail.com   f: @friendsoflongcomptonchurch  or  
www.friendsofloncomptonchurch.com 
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VILLAGE  
NEWS 

WHICHFORD AND ASCOTT 

Editor: Melanie Arnold 
Email: whichford@swlink.org.uk           

Whichford Rainfall 2020 
If you are interested, this is the total rainfall for the year 2020 along with the driest and 
wettest months and a 10-year average.  Please remember that this is only a hobby and 
not an exact report. 

     Total rainfall 2020  1093mm 
     Driest month   May - 0.3mm 
     Wettest month  October - 223mm  (August, 154mm) 
     Approx. 10-year average 356.74mm per year 

Peter Russell 

Whichford and Ascott Christmas Lunches 

We would like to thank Caroline Gibbs and her team of helpers who prepared and 
distributed a wonderful, delicious Christmas lunch on 25 December. It was especially 
appreciated after the months of restriction.  

     Lots of us had our plans curtailed over Christmas and the Whichford and Ascott 
Christmas lunches went down a treat.  I hope we can put our names down again for next 
Christmas! 

Two very satisfied diners 
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Recycle, Reuse and Raise Money for Katharine House Hospice 

Thanks very much for the aluminium can and foil donations from villagers and our local 
businesses. 

     December update -  £205 was raised for Katharine House Hospice in 2020.  It is much 
appreciated and very helpful for the running of Katharine House. We shall keep 
collecting and thank you for your support.   

Babs & Brian Hands, Tim Adams and Mandy James 

The Reading Room Draw 
Congratulations to Julia Chapman who was the winner of the January Reading Room 
draw. 

Jenny Scrivener 

Christmas Lunches and Whichford Pantry 

Many thanks to all those in both villages who so generously helped with the Christmas 
lunch project. Help was given in funds, ingredients, preparation time, delivery and 
general aid, and it couldn’t have been 
done without you all. 

     Some funds were left over and we have 
decided to use these to set up Whichford 
Pantry, a new initiative which makes 
available a variety of home-made frozen 
meals for Whichford and Ascott villagers 
who may, for reasons of ill-health, 
mobility or access to shops in the current 
difficult circumstances, be interested in 
having a meal delivered to their home.  
We are very grateful to have had a freezer 
donated already to help with this and it is 
now stocked with a number of meals, 
including vegetarian. 

     If you would like to know more, either 
for yourself or someone you know, or if 
you want to make a donation to help 
cover future costs, please contact Mandy 
James on 01608 684479 or Caroline Gibbs 
on 01608 684925. 

Caroline Gibbs 
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VILLAGE  
NEWS 

THE WOLFORDS 
Editor, Little Wolford  Email: littlewolford@swlink.org.uk    
Editor, Great Wolford: Lynn Mathias 
Email: greatwolford@swlink.org.uk     Tel: 674247 

The Wolfords Village Hall One Hundred Club  

The January winners were as follows: 

 1st prize – The Murphy family 
 2nd prize – Henry Warriner  
 3rd prize – Tom Baker 

     Many congratulations to the above. Please let me know if you would like to have more 
shares as the club is still short of 100 shares. All proceeds go to help with the upkeep of 
the village hall. 

 James van Helden  

The Wolfords WI 

It is a New Year and January is normally when we all go out for a meal together with 
partners and friends. But of course, this is impossible at the moment, so we have 
embraced technology and turned to Zoom for a speaker. 

      Jen Stone is an actress who was working at Birmingham Hippodrome just before 
lockdown. So she has diversified in these troubled times to perform comedy 
monologues on YouTube  and since we all needed cheering up, she was a perfect choice. 
Her talk was called Albert, George and Worms. She enthusiastically entertained us, in 
character, with readings from Joyce Grenfall, Victoria Wood and Pam Ayres poems such 
as When I am an old woman I shall wear purple and They should have asked my Husband. 
It was fun, and it was great that twelve of us could enjoy the monologues and spend 
time chatting, as many of us have not seen each other since lockdown in March last year. 

     If you would like to join our group for Chocolate Making at Home on Wednesday 3 
February 7.30 pm, please contact Sue Elliot (674295) or Roz Warriner (684223). 

 

The Wolfords Village Hall AGM  

The date for the village hall AGM has been set for Monday 8 February starting at 7.30 pm 
and will take place via a Zoom meeting. If you would like to join the meeting, please 
contact me (details below) so a link can be sent.  

     If you would like to become a Trustee of the village hall and join the management 
committee, please contact me as new ideas are always very welcomed. You would be 
very welcomed by the existing Trustees to carry on with much needed support to 
maintain the village hall and take part in fund raising activities. We look forward to 
hearing from you.  

James van Helden,  jamesvanhelden@btconnect.com or 674244 

 

30



Guy Ward 
Guy Ward of Little Wolford Manor died on Wednesday 30 December at the age of 96. He 
and his late wife Diana moved to the village in the early 1950s and their three daughters 
were brought up at the Manor. He and his wife were extremely active in every aspect of 
village affairs, the Conservatives and Great Wolford Church. We hope to have a 
proper obituary next month. 
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Poetry  
Notes 

Email: editor@swlink.org.uk 

I have had my attention drawn to a poem written at a time of a flu epidemic. Dennis 
Cummings from Burmington recalls learning it at school and he tells me that he can still 
recite it from memory. He also tells me it’s his favourite poem.  

     Jenny Kissed Me  was written by essayist Leigh Hunt in 1838. It is said to recall a visit 
of Leigh Hunt to the home of writer Thomas Carlyle. At the visit, Carlyle’s wife Jane 
(Jenny), jumped up and kissed Hunt, who at the time was recovering from the flu. 

     I can’t locate much more on the epidemic in question. It could be the flu outbreak of 
1836-37 which was thought to have originated in Russia. It was not however classed as 
a ‘pandemic’. What’s the difference? An epidemic is a disease that affects a large number 
of people within a community, population, or region whereas a pandemic is an epidemic 
that's spread over multiple countries or continents. 

     The poem almost implies that love and kisses were stolen from Hunt by that thief, 
time. A little research will tell you that between them, Hunt and his wife Marianne Kent, 
had ten children in the space of twenty years. Maybe one should not feel too sorry for 
the author! 

 

Jenny kissed me  

Jenny kissed me when we met,  
Jumping from the chair she sat in; 
Time, you thief, who love to get 
Sweets into your list, put that in! 
Say I'm weary, say I'm sad, 
Say that health and wealth have missed me, 
Say I'm growing old, but add, 

Jenny kissed me. 

James Henry Leigh Hunt (1784 –1859) 

 

 

 

 

      
     Please keep your poetry suggestions coming; writing them for us would be even 
better! Please be sure to submit your suggestions in good time bearing in mind that 
more recent poems will often be protected by copyright and if this is the case, the 
publisher’s permission will need to be obtained. 

Keith Murphy, editor@swlink.org.uk 

Leigh Hunt, engraving by H. Meyer 
from a drawing by J. Hayter 
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Chairman’s
Corner   

A Hard Act to Follow 
Once again, we’re in the midst of yet another lockdown.  Understandably, people are 
becoming weary and are starting to suffer from tier-tiredness, Covid-fatigue and ‘disease 
unease’. The tiny minority continue to flout the rules (either through ignorance, apathy 
or pure selfishness), and there are still Covid deniers who are convinced there is a 
conspiracy to strip them of their liberty and human rights. Although the tiers and 
lockdowns are inconvenient, frustrating and seemingly never-ending, such legislation 
was made with the best of intentions, and put in place to protect us all.   

     There are, however, some Acts of Law still in existence 
today which are just plain daft, and they should be 
abolished forthwith (or at least updated). 

     Did you realise, for example, that it’s actually illegal to 
eat mince pies on Christmas Day?  How farcical.  That 
means there were millions of people who broke the law 
(again) last Christmas, but thankfully we got away with it. 

     One would be forgiven for assuming that it’s quite 
acceptable to have a few beers in the pub, get pleasantly 
sozzled and have a merry old time. Unfortunately, you’d be 
wrong. According to the Licensing Act of 1872, it is against 
the law to be inebriated whilst on a licensed premises. Best 
stick to that lime & soda then…   

     In case you’re worried about the arms race escalating 
out of control and triggering World War Three, it’s 
comforting to know that under the terms of the 
Prohibitions and Inspections Act of 1998, it is illegal to 
cause a nuclear explosion. That’s fine, as long as this law 
applies to all other countries in the world too.      

     These days, we use vacuum cleaners to remove dirt, dust and crumbs from carpets 
and rugs. However, should you wish to resort to the old-fashioned method of using a 
beater, be aware that the Metropolitan Police Act of 1839 states that it’s an offence to 
beat or shake your carpet or rug in the street in London. Reassuringly, you can shake 
your doormat, but only if it’s before 8.00 am.     

     In Greater London, it is not permitted to carry a plank of wood along the pavement.  I 
think all those old slapstick comedy films, starring the likes of Norman Wisdom, should 
be reviewed – were they illegally made?  Still, they should be ok if the scenes were shot 
in the City of London (it’s a different jurisdiction). 

     If you hail from north of the border, it may astound you to learn that York is potentially 
a very dangerous city indeed. Upon seeing a Scotsman, it is perfectly legal to shoot him 
with a crossbow – except on a Sunday. (Of course.) 

‘The Law is an Ass ‘ 
Mr Bumble 

(Oliver Twist) 
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     In Scotland itself, the old ‘decency laws’ attempt to prevent the corruption of 
youngsters.  It is apparently illegal for boys under 10 years old to see a naked mannequin.  
Quite right too – after all, we don’t want them to start getting ideas!  

     If you are pregnant and are suddenly caught short, then don’t panic.  You can legally 
relieve yourself anywhere you wish, and that includes a policeman’s hat/helmet (just 
make sure he’s not wearing it at the time).  And for chaps, it’s legal to urinate in public as 
long as it’s against the rear wheel of your own vehicle and your right hand is placed on 
the vehicle. It may help to be ambidextrous. 

     Finally, cab drivers could play a key role in helping to control the spread of 
coronavirus. Cabbies still have a legal responsibility to ask passengers if they have 
smallpox or the plague - maybe this should be extended to include Covid-19, especially 
if the passenger is wearing a ‘chin warmer’?    

     Keep safe, and stay sane.               
Simon Lewis-Beeching, chairman@swlink.org.uk 
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