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Brailes Mechanical & Craft Society, Brailes VH
Long Compton Short Mat Bowls Club, VH
Deanery Lent Service, Tidmington Ch
Long Compton PCC Annual Meeting, Ch
Wolfords WI, Wolfords VH
North Cotswold Farmers Market, The Hall, Cherington
Great Rollright Market, Great Rollright VH
Full English Breakfast, Burmington VH
Cotswold Guided Walk, Starts at Sibford Gower
Ebenezer Chapel Whist Drive
The Cherington and Stourton Garden Group, The Hall
Long Compton & District Walkers, depart Red Lion car park
Cameo Lunch Club, Burmington VH
Deanery Lent Service, Burmington Ch
Compton District History Society, Long Compton VH
SW7 Benefice Lunch time talk for Women, The Old Forge, Stourton House
Long Compton Book Club
The Friends of Long Compton Church Photographic Competition launch
Barton on the Heath Village Spring Clean
Cotswold Guided Walk, Starts at Ilmington Playing Fields
Cancer Research UK Coffee morning, Wolfords VH
Pop Up Shop, Brailes Sports Pavilion, Cancer Relief UK
Social Saturday, Long Compton VH
Italian Evening, Burmington VH
Cotswold Guided Walk, Starts at Sherbourne
Easter Egg Hunt, Weston Court, Long Compton
Long Compton Short Mat Bowls Club, VH
Deanery Holy Week Eucharist Service, Honington Ch
Rural Cinema, First Man, Wolfords VH
Good Friday Children’s Activities, Long Compton Church
The Coffee Shop at The Hall, Cherington
Ebenezer Chapel Easter Communion Service
Long Compton and District Garden Club, Long Compton VH
Chipping Norton Literary Festival starts
Quiz and Supper Evening, Wolfords VH
Brailes Picturehouse, Mary Poppins Returns, Brailes VH
Cherington, Stourton and Sutton Flower Show meeting, The Hall
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LINK cover: Hellebore - January 2019, a watercolour by Jenny Wilson, former resident of Long Compton.
Cover design by KMS Litho, Hook Norton
The LINK welcomes contributions for the front cover or elsewhere. Portrait orientation photographs or
artwork preferred. Please send items to editor@swlink.org.uk. LINK cover and artwork produced by KMS Litho,
Hook Norton and sponsored by Oxford Hardware.
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Ltd, Hook Norton.
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products/services or the companies that manufacture, distribute or promote such products/services.
All information held by The LINK is strictly confidential and is held purely for administration purposes and not sold or offered to third parties.
All subscription monies paid to The LINK are non-refundable in the event that the South Warwickshire LINK Ltd ceases to operate.
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EDITORIAL
LINK Talk
There is a saying that people often use when things start to get out of control – ‘events
have overtaken us’. Well I’m delighted to say that events in SW7 are now coming through
the pages of The LINK thick and fast. We’re pleased to be able to list these out for you
and hope that the diary page gives you a prompt for what’s going on and where.
Please do make an effort to support your local events as without your support, these
events would not happen. Best to be overtaken by events than have no events at all!
You will notice that The LINK does publicise events outside SW7. It’s worth mentioning
this, as some of you may well be involved in activities outside the Benefice that you
would like to publicise in The LINK. For community/charity events outside SW7 we ask
for a small voluntary contribution (£5 minimum) or if you want something like a full page
advert, we’d ask for a £10 contribution. This is in line with a community advert that
individual subscribers can insert for £5.
Enjoy this April issue and please support (and enjoy!) any of the events we have listed.
Keith Murphy, editor@swlink.org.uk
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An SW7 Pastoral Care Initiative
A leaflet is being sent to every home in the Benefice which seeks to enlist your help with
a church-initiated campaign aimed at ensuring that every eligible parishioner in our
Benefice villages, receives their entitlement to the Department of Works and Pensions
(DWP) Attendance Allowance and Carer’s Allowance
Attendance Allowance is paid by the DWP to individuals over 65 who need help with
personal care and safety. The higher rate of Attendance Allowance is £85.60 per week. It
is not taxable or means tested. It is paid directly to the entitled individual.
Once Attendance Allowance has been awarded, that person’s carer (e.g. wife,
husband, family member) may also be awarded an additional Carers Allowance. Carer’s
Allowance may be paid to anyone over 16 who regularly spends 35 hours a week or more
caring for someone in receipt of attendance allowance, and who either does not work,
or earns less than £120 per week.
Recent experience in SW7 suggests that the take-up of these allowances may be less
than 100%. Parishioners may not be aware of their entitlement to this financial assistance
which could otherwise bring valuable help and relief to needy lives. It is not clear why
any entitled person fails to receive this allowance, but experience suggests it may be
down to one or more of these obstacles:
•
•
•

the lack of adequate publicity and/or effective intervention by care agencies;
for prospective applicants, the discouraging challenges of the 30-page
application form and 12 page information leaflet;
false perceptions of the aim and source of the allowances, of means testing, of
invasion of privacy etc. It might help if the allowances were viewed in the same
light as an income tax refund rather than as a welfare handout.

Safeguarding personal privacy - In the all-important interest of protecting personal
privacy, prospective applicants can obtain confidential advice and expert help in
completing the application form directly from Citizens Advice South Warwickshire on
Tel. 01789 297492. Mr. Spencer Colquitt, a specialist outreach worker, has offered his
support for this SW7 initiative through direct telephone contact with prospective
applicants or through their attendance at his regular Shipston clinic. If necessary, home
visits can also be arranged.
How can I help? Simply ensure that your relatives, friends and neighbours over the
age of 65 and who you consider may need help with their care and safety receive a copy
of the leaflet. Leave the rest to them and the good offices of Citizens Advice. We can all
play a part in ensuring that not a single eligible person in SW7 is denied this vital support.
Reverend Stuart Allen
Rector

Reverend Ben Dyson
Pioneer Minister

Dennis Cummings
Lay Representative
Dennis Cummings
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The LINK Crossword

Across
1 Don’t be timid about solving
this clue. (7,7)
10 Admires, charges. (5)
11 Be discreet about this. (9)
12 The best policy. (7)
13 To be frank, pick an American
Star ! (7)
14 Be quiet, polish the plant. (5)
16 Cure can be camouflaged for
the sea-robber. (9)
19 Overall overalls. (9)
20 Needed to finish the job. (5)
22 William Blake’s mills. (7)
25 A restful clue. (7)
27 Two parts in the Bible. (9)
28 The aim of most people in the
film industry. (5)
29 Sterilisation based on the work
of the French biologist. (14)

Down
2 Basic description of cricket. (3,3,3)
3 Payments. (5)
4 You will find this agreeable. (9)
5 Definitely not an agreeable place. (5)
6 On the up and up. (9)
7 Popular edible fish. (5)
8 Don’t lose hope. (7)
9 Structures supporting a bridge. (6)
15 A sudden bright idea. (5,4)
17 A modern way of storing recordings. (9)
18 Latin by virtue of his office. (2,7)
19 Computer publishing. (7)
21 Earnings. (6)
23 Cricket matches at the highest level. (5)
24 Vocal applause. (5)
26 Originally sent to reconnoitre. (5)
Compiled especially for The LINK
by our good friend, Campden John
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INFO
LINK

Contact: The Editor
Email: editor@swlink.org.uk

The Post Office van is in the car park by the village shop in Long Compton from 9.30 -11.30
am Monday and Wednesday, and from 12.30 to 2.00 pm Tuesday and Thursday.
Shipston ‘tip’ is open Monday to Friday, 9.30 to 3.15 pm and 8.30 am to 12.15 pm on Saturday
and Sunday. It is closed on Bank Holidays.
DATES AND FETES
Please send us the dates of all your significant 2019 social events (i.e. events which will attract
more than 100 people), be they fetes, garden parties or concerts. By listing them, we can help
prevent date clashes between major events and disappointing attendance figures for all
concerned. Please be sure to check this list before you plan a new event.
06 May
18 May
22 May
27 May
01 June
22 June
30 June
06 July
03 August
26 August
22 -24 Nov

Picnic and Boules, Long Compton VH
Cheese and Wine Bluff, Long Compton VH
Long Compton Annual Parish Assembly
Picnic and Boules, Long Compton VH
Cherington Stourton and Sutton Village Tennis Tournament
Barton on the Heath Fete
Barcheston Church Fete and Open Gardens
Long Compton Summer Fete with Dog Show
Cherington, Stourton and Sutton Country Fair and Flower Show
Whichford and Ascott Flower Show and Fete
Christmas Tree Festival, Long Compton Church

LOCAL CATHOLIC CHURCH SERVICES
Chipping Norton, Holy Trinity Catholic Church, 26 London Road, Mass on Saturday evening, 6.00
pm and Sunday morning, 11.00 am. Tel: 642703
Stow-on-the-Wold, Our Lady and St Kenelm, 5 Back Walls, Sunday 9.00 a.m. and Our Lady Help of
Christians, Station Road, Bourton-on-the-Water Saturday Vigil 6.00 p.m. Tel: 01608 674354
Brailes/Shipston/Kineton Masses: Saturday - Vigil 5.00 pm at SS Peter and Paul, Brailes. Sunday 9.00 am at Our Lady and St Michael, Shipston and 11.00 am at St. Francis of Assisi, Kineton.
Chipping Campden, St Catharine’s Lower High Street, Sunday masses: – Saturday Vigil 6.00 p.m.
Sunday 10.30 a.m. Tel: 01386 840261
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

LOCAL CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH SERVICES
Minister Marion Hartwell attends to conduct seasonal services. For details of these, and interim
services and events, contact Secretary Sally Franklin 01608 684739 or email
longcomptonebenezerchapel@outlook.com
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

LOCAL QUAKER MEETINGS
Broad Campden, Friends Meeting Hse, Broad Campden, Worship Meeting: Sunday at 10.30 am
Ettington, Friends Meeting Hse., Old Halford Rd, Ettington, Worship Meeting: Sunday at 11.00 am
Sibford, Friends Meeting Hse., Sibford Gower, Meeting for worship: Sunday at 10.30 am
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PARISH
PEOPLE
Parochial Church Councils (PCCs)
Barcheston St Martin

Barton-on-the-Heath St Lawrence

Churchwardens
Secretary
Treasurer

Churchwardens
Secretary
Treasurer

David Hodges 664310
Nick Jackson 684846
David Cleave 666002

Hamish Cathie 674303
Gillian Cathie 674303
Christopher Wolverson 674677

Burmington St Barnabas & St Nicholas

Cherington St John the Baptist

Churchwardens

Churchwardens

Secretary
Treasurer

Sonia Baker 661459
Michael Macdonald 662483
Sonia Baker 661459
Sue Bradley 661635

Long Compton St Peter and St Paul
Churchwardens
Secretary
Treasurer

Secretary
Treasurer

Valerie Flint 685022
Roger Maycock 686404
Paul Levitch 686353
Rory McLeod 686278

Whichford St Michael

Jill Kirby 684923
Zoë Wrigley 650404
Walter Sawyer 684755

Churchwardens
Secretary
Treasurer

Mandy James 684479
Hilary Blakemore 684142
Hilary Blakemore 684142
Andy Chapman 684652

Wolford St Michael & All Angels
Churchwardens
Secretary
Treasurer

Janet Piller 674396
John Wrench 674389
Ann McKenna 674009

Parish Councils

Chair

Barcheston
Barton-on-the-Heath
Burmington
Cherington
Long Compton
Whichford
Great Wolford
Little Wolford Parish Meeting

David Sutton
Ann Batchelor (661527)
James Coker (674601)
Colin Maynell (674104)
Robert Hutchings (661496)
Meeting Sec. – Graham French (239032)
Philip Townsend (686529)
Sara Cole (686250)
Bill Cook (684771)
Elizabeth Gilkes (684336)
Geoff Bromage (684454)
Sara Cole (686250)
Lynn Mathias (674247)
Janet Piller (674396)
Ralph Döring (chairman@littlewolford.org.uk)

Clerk

If you wish to update information on this page please email the Editor: editor@swlink.org.uk
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9:00am
BCP
Holy
Communion
(SPA)

(Support
Burmington)

April 7th
5th of Lent

April 14th
Palm Sunday

10:30am
CW Benefice
Communion
(AW)
9:00am
BCP
Holy
Communion
(BD)

April 28th
2nd Sunday of
Easter

(Support Long
Compton or
Wolford)

9:00am
BCP Holy
Communion
(SPA)

4:00-6:00pm
Youth Bible
Study
(Village Hall)

(Support Long
Compton or
Wolford)

St Lawrence
Barton

(Support
Barcheston)

9:00am
BCP Holy
Communion
(PF)

9:00am
BCP
Holy Communion
(AW)

(Support
Barcheston)

St Barnabas
& St Nicholas
Burmington

(Support
Barcheston or
Whichford)

10:30am
CW Family
Communion
(BD)

10.30am
CW
All Age Service
(BD)
11:00am
Good Friday
Meditation (SPA)

(Support
Barcheston or
Whichford)

St John
the Baptist
Cherington

10:30am
CW Family Communion
(SPA)

10:00am-12:00noon
Easter Children’s
Activities (BD)

9:00am
BCP
Holy Communion*
(BD)
4:00pm
Informal Service (with
kids groups) (BD/SPA)
10:30am
CW
Village Service
(AW)

St Peter
& St Paul
Long Compton

10:30am
BCP Holy
Communion
(AW)

9:00am
BCP
Holy Communion
(BD)

10:30am
BCP
Morning Prayer
(SPA)

St Michael
Whichford

10:30am
CW Holy
Communion
(PF)

(Support
Burmington)

10:30am
CW
Morning Prayer
(BD)

St Michael
& All Angels
Wolford

9:00am
10:30am
10:30am
BCP
Bluebell Walk and
CW
Holy Communion* service in Whichford
Morning Prayer
(SPA)
Wood (meet in
(BD)
4:00pm
church)
Informal Service (with
(SPA)
kids groups)
(BD/SPA)
SPA = Stuart Allen/BD = Ben Dyson/PF = Penny Frank/LM = Liz Maycock/AW = Anthony Wells/CLW = Clare Wells/BCP = Prayer Book/CW = Common Worship/*=
No Hymns

May 5th
3rd Sunday of
Easter

9:00am
BCP Holy
Communion
(BD)

April 21st
Easter Day

April 19th
Good Friday

St Martin
Barcheston

SW 7
Sunday Worship

SOUTH WARWICKSHIRE CHURCHES – APRIL 2019 CHURCH SERVICES

SW7 BENEFICE
CHURCH NEWS
Dear Friends,
Easter – just another April Fool?
I wonder whether you are a fan of April Fool’s Day? My favourite prank was carried out
by BBC Three. They announced that the famous naturalist Sir David Attenborough would
be fronting a new documentary on the history of Grime music. ‘Unbelievable!’, you say –
but Grime artist Stromzy was taken in by it, only realizing the joke after he’d written a
lengthy complaint to the Beeb!
Most people don’t mind being taken in by an April Fool’s joke – after all, the
embarrassment only lasts a day. But no-one wants to base their life, beliefs and values
on something that is a lie. Yet that is what many people claim Christians do by believing
in the resurrection of Jesus 2000 years ago. So how can we be sure that the resurrection
wasn’t simply the greatest prank of all time?
The earliest eyewitness account of the first Easter Day is in Mark’s Gospel. It was
written down about 30 years after the events it describes. Mark 16:1-8 shows us four
things about the resurrection of Jesus.
It was unexpected…
When the women go to Jesus’ tomb, they bring with them spices used to preserve
corpses. This shows that they were expecting to find a dead body. They were not
expecting Jesus to rise from the dead. What’s more, as they approach the tomb in which
they had seen Jesus’ body interred only 36 hours earlier, they are fully expecting to have
difficulty in removing the heavy stone which sealed the entrance. They were not
expecting to find the tomb open.
These three women are the only eyewitnesses mentioned by Mark. Yet the testimony
of a woman was not accepted in the 1st Century. If Jesus’ disciples had fabricated this
story, they would not have made women the key witnesses! The resurrection of Jesus
was not something Jesus’ followers made up. They thought he was dead. For them, the
resurrection was totally unexpected.
It was unmissable…
There are at least three separate occasions recorded in Mark’s Gospel when Jesus
predicts his death and resurrection. That is why the mysterious messenger at the empty
tomb suggests the women should have expected it.
Are there any more plausible alternatives? Author Philip Pullman’s invention that
Jesus had a twin brother who deceived the disciples into thinking he was the risen Christ
is even more ingenious and unlikely than the traditional accounts of the resurrection.
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The older suggestion that the body was stolen doesn’t make sense. Who would have
done this? The disciples were grieving and afraid. The Romans posted guards on the
tomb to prevent it. The Jewish religious leaders would surely have produced the corpse
to stop the worship of Jesus as Lord.
We know from other accounts of the resurrection that Jesus’ followers did indeed see
him alive again in Galilee, as well as in many other places. On one occasion over 500
people saw him at the same time. The resurrection of Jesus was unmissable.
It was unsettling…
The resurrection was deeply disturbing for Jesus’ followers. Mark tells us they fled
from the tomb in fear and said nothing to anyone. Jesus’ friends were terrified because
they didn’t know what was going on, or what would happen next.
Many people are still frightened today by the resurrection. They know that if it really
happened, their lives can never be the same again. If Jesus was raised from the dead, it
means he is who he said he was – the Christ, the Son of God, our rightful Lord. Acts 17:31
says, “…God has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has
appointed. He has given proof to this to all people by raising him from the dead.” That is
why it is tempting for many of us to do what the women did at the empty tomb – run
away from the evidence for the resurrection and say nothing to anyone!
It was unsurpassed…
Only the Resurrection of Jesus can deal with our greatest fears. Mark 16:7 says, …go,

tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee.’
Peter had failed Jesus terribly by denying him three times. But by including Peter’s
name, Mark is showing that Jesus would forgive Peter for all his failures. Why? Because
Jesus died to pay the price for all those failures on the cross. So Jesus’ resurrection is
great news for those of us who know that we fail and need God’s forgiveness.
But it’s not just our fear of failure that the resurrection deals with; it’s also our fear of
death. Peter, the forgiven failure, later wrote to Christians, ‘Praise be to the God and

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he had given us new birth into a living
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead…’ (1 Peter 1:3) The
resurrection of Jesus shows that death is not the end. If we trust in Jesus, one day he will
bring us safely through death, to be with him forever.
Do you still have doubts about the Resurrection
of Jesus that first Easter Day? Sherlock Holmes says
to Dr. Watson in The Blanched Soldier: “When you

have eliminated all which is impossible, then
whatever remains, however improbable, must be
the truth.” That’s why all good detectives of the
resurrection eventually come to the same
conclusion as the divine messenger mentioned in
Mark’s Gospel: ‘You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth
who was crucified,’ he says, ‘He is not here. He has
risen!”
Stuart Allen (Rector)
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Deanery News
Lent, Holy Week and Easter
For Christians, the next few weeks are very special, marking the end of our pilgrimage to
the foot of the cross, our witnessing of the darkest moments of the crucifixion and death
of Jesus, and the unrestrained joy of Easter morning and the resurrection. Many of us are
following that pilgrimage with various lent groups: we continue it together in our Lent
Services on Tuesday evenings at 7.30 pm, which culminate in the Eucharist of Holy Week
in Honington. The services in April are:
2 April
9 April
16 April

Tidmington: Carola Beecham, George Herbert
Burmington: Ben Dyson, Tyndale
Honington: Eucharist of Holy Week.
Celebrant: Jill Tucker; Speaker: Sarah Edmonds on Susannah Wesley

Forty days after Easter, and looking ahead to May, we meet together again for the
Eucharist of Ascension Day, on Thursday 30 May at 7.30 pm in Stretton Church. We are
delighted that Bishop John will be coming to lead our worship.
Also in May, on Tuesday 21 May at 7.30 pm in Tredington Church, there is a special
Open Deanery Synod. Each one of us is part of a very much larger Diocesan Church
Family, so we are putting together short film telling the story of each of our Deaneries.
This is a special meeting to which all are invited, especially church wardens, treasurers,
PCC members, as well as synod reps, to hear the stories of each other. Then together,
we have a chance to think about how we might support our brothers and sisters across
the Diocese via the Support Fund.
Finally, a prayer for Easter Morning:

On this morning
let us see you
in every stranger;
let us hear you
in the whispered
hopes of hungry children;
let us welcome you
into our empty hearts.
Thom M Shuman. Lead me into life with you.

Jill Tucker, Rural Dean
INVITATION To a Series of Lunch-Time Talks and Discussions For Women
The Old Forge, Stourton House 12.30 pm
JOURNEYS OF DISCOVERY Thursday 11 April
Darkness – (Nicodemus): The Discovery of Light
Jane Smith
Simple Lunch Provided - donations please
RSVP: Sarah Scotter: 686303 (sarah.scotter@hotmail.com)
Liz Maycock: 686404 (lizzymaycock@gmail.com)
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Good Friday Children’s Activities
Long Compton Church
19 April at 10.00 am – 12 noon
Exploring the Easter story through craft,
storytelling, discussion and games.
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SCHOOL
NOTES

Editor: Harry Dodds
Email: longcompton@swlink.org.uk

Acorns Primary School and Brailes C of E Primary School News
Online Safety
As part of Online Safety Week,
teachers at Acorns and Brailes
schools led lessons focusing
on the slogan for Safer Internet
Day 2019: Together for a better
internet. We welcomed PCSO
Robbie Williams to both
schools, who taught Class 3
and Badgers class about the
dangers of social media, digital
footprints
and
criminal
responsibility, which starts at
the age of 10. Badgers class
used iPads to create comic strip online safety stories.

World Book Day
Like many schools in over 100 countries, the schools in The Stour Federation Partnership
celebrated World Book Day on Thursday 7 March. Many children and staff chose to come
to school dressed in some amazing costumes inspired by their favourite books and
characters. Popular choices included Harry Potter characters, Willy Wonka, Oompa
Loompa and Fantastic Mr. Fox from Roald Dahl books, Paddington Bear, Where’s Wally?
and Billionaire Boy.
14

Steam coming from Little Acorns Nursery
In Little Acorns, staff have begun to use the term STEAM.

Science – observing, asking questions, investigating
Technology – using and developing tools to help with tasks
Engineering – building structures
Art – being creative through painting, music, dance etc.
Maths – looking for patterns in the world around us etc.
As Scientists, the class asked many questions and learnt facts about dinosaurs.
As Technologists, children used balloons, paper and glue to help create egg shapes,
and cubes, scales and rulers to help compare weights and sizes of our toy dinosaurs.
They also researched using the computer.
As Engineers, children built dinosaur shapes using large bricks, construction sets and
recycled junk.
As Artists, the class created papier mâché dinosaur eggs of various weights and sizes,
to which they added a variety of materials to give different sounds. They painted many
pictures, individually and in groups, they built and painted junk models, they created
dinosaur music and they created dances following a music and movement programme.
As Mathematicians, the class measured, compared and ordered toy dinosaurs by
weight and height, counted sets and compared and ordered the distance travelled by
each of the eggs, when rolled.
Pharaohs
Class 3 proudly paraded their Egyptian sarcophagi which they had designed and made
for the Innovate phase of the Pharaohs curriculum topic. Children worked collaboratively
to ceremoniously embalm and mummify their pharaoh, then proceeded to use their
knowledge of ancient Egyptian life to decide what their pharaoh should take to the
afterlife, and finally, pupils designed and created their own sarcophagus. It was amazing
to see such different designs and to spot where the children had taken their ideas from.
The class trip to The Ashmolean Museum in Oxford had clearly been truly inspirational.
Throughout all of the Class 3 Innovate projects so far, children have really demonstrated
the knowledge they have learnt in many skilful ways.
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The Red Lion
Many thanks to the team at The Red Lion in Long Compton for donating funds raised at
a recent Sunday evening quiz night to Acorns Primary School. The teachers and teaching
assistants put a team together and came a creditable second overall! We are targeting a
victory next year!
Demolition
After over three years since our first
request, the temporary classroom
at the rear of Brailes School has
finally been demolished. The
building hasn’t been fit for use for a
number of years, so it was the wish
of the staff and governors for it to
be removed in order to make more
effective and exciting use of the
outdoor learning area that is
currently restricted to Nursery and
Reception children.
The
building
was
finally
demolished safely during February half-term, as part of Phase 1 of the project. Phase 2 is
making good the current area with grass, tarmac and slabbed surfaces. FOBS (Friends of
Brailes School) have kindly agreed to part-fund some artificial grass, which will be laid to
extend the current playground space for happier playtimes and lunchtimes. We are
extremely fortunate to have such wonderful grounds and green spaces on our school
site.
Firefighters
The firefighters recently visited
Squirrels Class at Brailes School,
bringing with them one of the
engines from Shipston Fire
Station. The children were so
excited to see the engine and
learnt such a lot from their time
with
the
firefighters.
Interestingly, Squirrels Class
were surprised to find that the
fire fighters did indeed put out
real fires and that there most
common call was NOT to a cat up
a tree. They were also fascinated
with the cutting equipment
16

carried by the crew in order to gain access to cars and vehicles and many children were
keen to show their muscles and have a turn lifting them. Some of the questions posed
included: ‘How long are your ladders?’ and ‘Is there a special way to travel down the
pole?’
Nursery and Reception children were lucky enough to be given a tour of the entire
vehicle and the children had opportunity to ask lots of questions as well as see and hear
about things first hand. Before they left, the firefighters made sure that everyone was
offered the opportunity to spray the hose and practise being a real fire fighter. Reception
children have since written what they liked best about the visit.
Memory Boxes
Rabbits Class ended our last topic with a fun-filled afternoon making memory boxes. It
was a great chance for the children to express themselves and there were lots of super
expressions of creativity when the afternoon was over! No box looked the same. Every
child had painted their box in different colours and thought carefully about what to stick
on. Each box was as unique as the child who designed it.
The teacher linked this activity to discussions on No Outsiders text, Elmer, by David
McKee. This delightful picture book tells the story of an elephant who is able to bring joy
to his herd because of his lively personality, super sense of humour and fabulous
patchwork design. During the tale, he becomes disheartened due to the fact he is not a
‘normal’ elephant colour. In Rabbits class discussion following the reading of the book,
children talked about the fact that Elmer was unique, and it was only because of his
differences that he was able to make such a positive impact on his herd.
Acorns Admissions for September 2019
Acorns Primary School has a few places available for Nursery and Reception classes for
September 2019. For Nursery admissions from the age of 3, please speak to Mrs. Wixey
or Mrs. Weatherhead in the school office - 01608 684654 or email admin2639@welearn.com. Reception applications for Acorns Primary School must be made through the
home Local Authority:
If you live in Warwickshire, you can apply online for a place at Acorns Primary School:
http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/applyforschool
If you live in Oxfordshire, you can apply online for a place at Acorns Primary School:
https://admissions.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ccsenterprise_admissionsonline/
If you live in Gloucestershire, you can apply online for a place at Acorns Primary School:
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/schooladmissions/apply-for-a-primary-or-infant-school-place/
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GARDENING
NOTES

Editors:
Margaret Welsh, Long Compton Garden Club
Miranda Arnold, Whichford Amateur Gardener

I love April. It’s the first month that I really feel happy going outside to work in the
garden, when gardening again becomes a pleasure, rather than a chore. It can be sunny,
warm and dry, or it can be cold, wet and breezy; either way, the soil is warming up, and
you can see life beginning to return.
Often the first signs of that life coming back to your garden, after the bulbs and the
spring blossom, are the weeds. This tells you that your soil is getting to be warm enough
for germination, so you can start to sow some of the hardier seeds outside in the beds but not before you’ve got on top of the sprouting weeds and hoed or pulled them out.
It’s also the ‘hungry gap’, where there is not much left worth harvesting in the
vegetable garden. Autumn-sown onions aren’t ready for eating yet, and it’s too soon for
quick-growing salads. But the emptiness of your vegetable beds gives you a good
opportunity to be planning this year’s crop rotation, and to begin sowing vegetable
seeds either direct in your beds (e.g. beetroot, carrots, leeks, rocket, salads, French and
runner beans) or under cover in little pots (tomatoes, cucumbers, courgettes). It’s also
not too late to put in a row of broad beans.
Similarly you can start to sow
annuals, either for filling in your
borders or for your containers. I’ve
been loving cobaea scandens
(Cathedral bells or the cup-and-saucer
vine), which is a marvellous annual
climber. It grows away fast, it’s selfclinging, and it flowers later in the year
(October/November) when everything
else is almost over. The flowers can be
green, purple, or white - it’s really
lovely. (And it doesn’t need any fiddly
pinching out, unlike sweet peas.)
Talking of climbers, you need to be
tying in your climbing roses,
honeysuckle, and clematis before the
Cobaea Scandens
growth runs away with itself. At the
same time, give them all a good mulch
of organic matter (compost or farm manure) to stimulate that growth and give you a
good flower display. Whilst you’ve got your mulch to hand, give some of it to your fruit
bushes, fruit trees, and roses.
Finally, it’s also a good time to lift and divide herbaceous perennials, before they get
too big and heavy to lift. At the same time, put in supports before the plants get too tall.
We often forget to do this until too late, but we’ve resolved to do this in a timely manner
this year!
Miranda Arnold
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NATURE
NOTES

Editor: Tony Partridge
Tel: 684698

I am sure I have mentioned before the magnificent oak which grows a hundred yards
away in the meadow behind our cottage. Equally prominent is a well grown ash tree
standing on the stream bank some hundred yards to the right. Whereas different oak
species will sometimes cause confusion in their identification, through their leaves being
similar, the ash presents no such problems. The ash belongs to the olive family, and the
only other representative of this family growing wild is the privet, a bush of which
actually grows in the hedge surrounding this meadow. But the giveaway for identifying
ash is its black buds which persist throughout the winter. In spring, the young leaves
form, and their pinnate forms will soon clothe the tree from top to bottom. Sadly, in
recent years, the disease ash dieback has afflicted these trees, resulting in the loss of
hundreds up and down the land. The disease is caused by a fungus which results in leave
loss and lesions on the bark. So far, the only control has been to remove the tree, though
there are experiments taking place with Biochar, a super-heated charcoal which is dug
into the trees' roots. Since ash is one of our most widespread and successful trees, it is to
be hoped that a cure will one day soon be found. The ash was once used in a curious
cure for ruptured children. The afflicted child was passed through a split ash sapling, and
afterwards the two parts of the sapling were bound tightly together. The belief was that
the child healed as its two parts knit together.
So let us leave our ash contemplating the stream on whose bank it stands, and raise
our eyes heavenwards where we anticipate the return of summer migrant birds. We tend
to lump spring migrants all together, namely swallows, swifts and martins. But very many
species of birds migrate, even if it is for only a few miles. Remember, their chief purpose
here is to find fresh feeding and nesting grounds. Some weeks ago, Central Europe had
exceptionally bad snowfalls and I wondered if birds had been forced to abandon these
areas. I checked this with the RSPB, but no such abandonment had taken place. We now
know a lot about their migration, how they use sun, stars and moon and familiar spots,
and even the earth's magnetic fields. But still there are aspects of this remarkable
achievement with which we are unfamiliar. But we are more conversant than we were
even 150 years ago, when we still believed they hibernated in caves.
The sudden unseasonable burst of sunshine has prompted some butterflies to
emerge from hibernation. I spotted three in my garden, a yellow brimstone, a small
tortoiseshell and a comma. The brimstone is the most visually prominent, but the
comma gives the appearance, with its broken edged wing shapes that a predator has
taken several chunks out of them! Of the three, this is the one which I am least likely to
see in my garden, so I hope it found its surroundings agreeable, and will visit me again.
As we were blessed with a few days warm weather, I was sure I could hear someone
somewhere saying, 'Ah but we shall suffer for it'. Well maybe we will, maybe we won't. I
contented myself by sitting in the garden watching the sheep quietly grazing in
anticipation of nearby lambing and watching as the first of my daffodils unfurled its
petals, telling me that beyond doubt another spring was about to begin.
Tony Partridge
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FARMING
NOTES

Editor: Lynn Mathias
Email: farming@swlink.org.uk

National Milk Records – Warwickshire Competition
This year will see the centenary of the Warwickshire Dairy Herds Competition, which is
organised by National Milk Records. The origins of the competition lie in the recording
societies founded between the two World Wars. To quote from a newspaper cutting
from 1922 supplied by Elizabeth Gilkes from her aunt, Jean Haine’s papers, at a meeting
of the Campden, Moreton and District Recording Society; the Chairman is reported as
follows:

‘He said that as regards milk recording he thought it ought to be an essential part of
every dairy farmer’s routine, especially now that the price of milk was not so high as
could be desired’. Some things don’t change, and milk recording has become a much
more sophisticated management tool now than it was in the days of weighing the milk
bucket on a spring balance.
Mary McFarlane, who lives in Long
Compton, has been recording local
dairy herds for nearly thirty years,
and has seen the process develop
from entering the yields of each cow
coming through the parlour on to
carbon sheets to entering the herd
data on a monthly basis to a
computer programme which is then
downloaded to the main NMR data
centre. Once the milk samples are
analysed at the laboratory, the
results can be produced in a variety
of reports to suit the individual
farmer’s herd regime and help him or her make management decisions on the
production of their cows.
The Herds Competition Annual Dinner was held recently and over thirty trophies were
presented to the winners of the many and varied classes. South Warwickshire was
represented by Peter and Emma Ledbury of Butlers Road Farm, Long Compton, who
collected First Prize for the Warwickshire Healthy Herd Class, Second Prize for the Small
Herds Holstein Friesians Cup, Second Prize in the Dalgety Cup for the highest increase in
total competition points over the previous year’s entry, Second Prize for the Happy Herd
Best Heifer, First Prize for the Happy Herd Best Cow, as well as Emma being awarded
Second Prize for her calf rearing, judged on three heifer calves under three months old.
Other herds in the seven parishes who received a special mention were R.J. Cole of
Stourton, second in their class in the annual production report, and F.H. Everett of
Cherington who scored highest in the predicted genetic improvement class.
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The occasion provided a happy and convivial meeting for farmers from round the
county, where dairy herds have diminished over the years. According to data supplied
by the Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board, in 2005 there were 127 dairy
producers in the county whereas in February 2019 there were 64. Nationally there were
12,383 producers in 2005 and there are now 7,313.
All the more reason to support your local food producers!

Emma Ledbury receives her trophy

All the NMR prize-winners

Mary McFarlane

[Ed – Lynn and I are grateful to Mary MacFarlane for this article. Many thanks.]

New Lambs for SW7... Photograph by Keith Murphy
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NEWS

BARTON-ON-THE-HEATH WITH LITTLE COMPTON
Editor: Barney Henderson
Email: barton@swlink.org.uk

Tel: 674424

Beneficial Book Club
We so enjoyed talking about The Children of Dynmouth by William Trevor. This is set in
an out-of-season English seaside town. We all felt that it was beautifully depicted with
amazingly well-drawn characters, the most repugnant of whom is a damaged 16-yearold boy called Timothy Gedge. He manages to wheedle secrets out of seemingly
upstanding members of the community and uses them for his own bizarre ends.
William Trevor was mainly known for his short stories and was nominated on
numerous occasions for the Booker prize. Many in the group said they would seek out
more of his works. Happy reading!
Gillian Cathie

Village Spring Clean
This will take place on Saturday 13 April. Christopher Seymour-Smith has kindly agreed
to organise the occasion. Now, stand-to all volunteers to lend a hand!

Elsie Haines 1920 - 1997
Elsie was the organist at St. Lawrence Church. An entry in the visitor book at the church
reads; In loving memory of Elsie who served the church so well. She was married there,
and all her children were christened there. There is a plaque near the organ dedicated to
her memory.

How does one solve a problem?
Gilbert and Sullivan gave good advice in ‘The Gondoliers’;

In a contemplative fashion,
And a tranquil frame of mind,
Free from every kind of passion,
Some solution let us find.

Let us grasp the situation,
Solve the complicated plot —
Quiet, calm deliberation
Disentangles every knot.

Wise words indeed.
Village Editor

Bells to Remember
Keith Murphy, our LINK Editor has written a wonderful tribute to the eight soldiers from
The Wolfords who fell during The Great War. His dedication and that of his bell ringers is
truly superb. I commend all LINK readers to purchase a copy. It’s only £10 and proceeds
are being shared between The LINK and St. Michael’s and All Angels Church, Great
Wolford. (Available on Amazon – https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/1726883213 )
As I mentioned in a recent LINK, Barton on the Heath has no memorial, no doubt
because nobody from the village fell during the conflict. I did propose we might have
some recognition of village residents who served in the 1939-45 war. To date, my
proposal has fallen on deaf ears.
Barney Henderson
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NEWS

BURMINGTON
Editor: Jenny Banbury
Email: burmington@swlink.org.uk

Cameo Lunch Club
The next Lunch Club meeting will be held in Burmington village hall
on Tuesday 9 April at 12 noon for 12.30 pm.
All are welcome: most villages in the Benefice are represented in
the growing membership. A charge of £4 is made towards expenses
and all dietary needs can be met. Please bring your family, friends
and children. Transport to and from the village hall can be provided.
Please book with Brenda Fitch on Tel: 664313. The next Lunch Club meetings will be
on Tuesdays 14 May and 11 June.

Big Yellow Coffee Morning
The Clarke Family would like to thank everyone who attended our annual Children’s
Liver Disease Big Yellow Friday Coffee Morning. It was an enjoyable morning; the house
was filled with lovely happy people. The total we will be sending to CLDF from the coffee
morning and other donations will be £1,500. We appreciate everyone’s continued
generosity to help raise much needed funds for this very worthwhile cause.
Irene Clarke
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CHERINGTON WITH STOURTON
Editor: Alan Holmes
Email: cherington@swlink.org.uk

Tel: 686682

Village Lottery
March 2019
1st Freddie McArdle £80

2nd Christine Dudfield £45

3rd Liz Harwood £30

Congratulations to our winners and thank you for your continued support. For more
information on joining please contact Steve Alllkins or, better still, drop in on our third
Saturday coffee mornings (10.30 am – 12.00)
Steve Allkins

Cherington, Stourton and Sutton Flower Show
Plans are progressing and things are moving forward for this year’s show on Saturday 3
August. Help is always needed, particularly in the planning and run up to the event. If
you can spare any time at all or would like to find out other ways to support this popular
annual show, please contact Helen Beaumont, Secretary 686586.
Date of next meeting: Tuesday 30 April, 7.00 pm, The Hall – everyone welcome!
Helen Beaumont

Lilies for Easter - Sunday 21 April
If anyone would like to contribute towards the purchase of lilies for our Easter Service
on Sunday 21 April, please add your name and telephone number to the book, which is
at the back of the church. This can be a lovely way to remember someone special in your
life, as well as helping to decorate the church, as we celebrate Easter.
Sarah Scotter (686303)
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Brailes Mechanical & Craft Society
Our March meeting found over 65 members in the village hall to learn about the history
of the Postal Service with Alan Godfrey’s fascinating presentation of Postman’s Knock with particular reference to Warwickshire, including Shipston and Brailes. Many of us
would only think of the postal service beginning in the days of the Penny Black stamp
but the story starts back in the 1500s.
A postal service was set up under Henry VIII, but this was for Royal use only until
Elizabeth I refined her father’s system establishing postal stations on major roads and
this was available to the populace, if they could afford it. In the17th Century, post boys
on foot worked 10 – 20 mile stages on major roads or were mounted for urgent mail
hence the term ‘post haste’. Horses were changed regularly at Inns where they were
hired out by the Innkeepers. Mail was charged at 1d per mile and most mail had to travel
via London. Charles I organised a public post system, with all income going to the state.
Charles II then established The General Post Office and introduced postmarks giving the
date of dispatch.
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As roads improved in the 17th Century, the postal service expanded and became
more efficient, and mail coaches carried passengers as well as post and were exempt
from toll charges. The guard would blow his post horn to warn the toll keeper to open
the gate and let the coach through – nothing was allowed to stop the mail which took
two days from Birmingham to London. In 1720 Shipston had its own post office where
stabling and facilities for passengers had to be available. Mail was then transported in
traditional heavy stage coaches with an armed guard for protection, but the introduction
of dedicated lightweight vehicles halved travel times.
Until 1839 all postage was costed on the mileage involved and was payable by the
recipient, then Rowland Hill introduced a 4d uniform cost and one year later, a 1d
payment when postage stamps were introduced and the cost born by the sender. This
was the beginning of the Royal Mail as we know it today, but the introduction of railways
led to radical changes and in 1846, coaches ceased to be used and pillar boxes were
introduced.
Alan showed us many interesting pictures of early envelopes or folded papers
addressed and marked with stamps showing town of dispatch and the price.
Photographs of many past post offices in local towns and villages were also of interest
to our members. This was certainly a fascinating subject and we thank Alan for sharing
it with us.
Our next meeting is on Monday 1 April when Deborah Hayter presents Lost Villages
of Warwickshire. Do join us at 7.30 pm in the village hall for what should be a most
interesting evening complete with raffle. Visitors most welcome.
Mick Woods

Evelyn Wright with her daughter Christine
Dudfield, her granddaughter Cheryl and her
great granddaughter Lauren.
Four generations of the same family
helping at the Coffee Shop on Saturday 16
March.
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The Cherington and Stourton Garden Group
The Group has arranged for an exciting young garden designer to come and give a talk
on Sustainable Gardening on Monday 8 April at 7.30 pm in The Hall. All are welcome.
Refreshments will be on sale.
For more information, please contact Hilary Paine 01608 686854
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Brailes Picturehouse
Saturday 27 April - Mary Poppins Returns
After their first adventure with their magical nanny, Jane and Michael Banks have
grown up, and have children of their own. And now, Mary Poppins returns to help them
again. Following a personal loss, the wonder has gone out of their lives, but with the help
of the practically perfect Poppins, as well as a local lamplighter named Jack, they’ll be
able to rediscover the magic they once shared. The film’s energy and charm will lift you
so high, by the time you get to its final number, with the cast floating above a London
park in a cloud of balloons, you won’t want to come down.
Stars : Emily Blunt, Ben Whishaw and Emily Mortimer.
Future screenings:

18 May – Widows, 15 June - Stan & Ollie
Deirdre Carney
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LONG COMPTON
Editor: Harry Dodds
Email: longcompton@swlink.org.uk

Tel: 684606

Village Hall News
The village hall seems to be a buzz of activity these days! We now have
regular weekly dance, yoga and Pilates classes, along with various 'special
interest' groups - Garden Club, History Society, Needlework, Bowls &
Choir....and not forgetting our monthly Social Saturday event to provide a
place to meet and enjoy homemade refreshments with friends old and
new. We are currently thinking about the summer fete so if you would like to have a stall
or have any ideas for what you would like to see there this year, do get in touch.
The village hall is run by a committee of volunteers and is always on the lookout for
anyone who would like to come and help us. You do not need to join the committee but
if you could spare some time to help with events, we would be delighted to hear from
you.
Mo Read 684130, 07814802814 or lcvillagehall@yahoo.co.uk

Comptonians
In February we enjoyed a delicious New Year lunch in the village hall and in March we
visited Lyneham Golf Club for the special Tuesday Pensioners’ Carvery meal. We shall be
back in the village hall in April for a talk on the history of the Punch and Judy Show.
We usually meet on the third Wednesday of the month. If you would like to join us,
you would be most welcome.
Margaret Welsh, 684238

St Peter and St Paul Annual Parochial Church Meeting
The Annual Meeting of Long Compton Church PCC will take place in church on Tuesday
2 April at 7.30 pm. Everyone welcome. Do come and hear about the activities of the
church over the past year and plans for the year ahead.
Jill Kirby, Churchwarden
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Compton District History Society
The March meeting of the Society was treated to a fascinating presentation by Mike
Heaney on the history of Morris Dancing. Mike explained that Morris began as ‘Morisch’
or ‘Morysch’ in Antwerp in the Burgundian Court in the 15th Century. It spread across
Europe and into England where it enjoyed a period of support from the highest echelons
of society and the church. Because of the linkage between dancing (often on the
Sabbath) and the church, ‘Morris’ was disliked by the Puritans and by the 17th Century it
had become regarded as a common sort of activity practised by ‘the lower orders’.
Morris survived in villages through its connection with Whitsun celebrations (Whitsun
Ales) and in the North West through ‘rushbearing’ events. In Shropshire and the Welsh
borders, the use of sticks in the dance began (this became the ‘Bedlam’ or Border Morris.)
The antiquarians and English folk music researchers of the 19th Century rediscovered
Morris and celebrated it as a survivor of the old English folk tradition. Through the early
decades of the twentieth century Morris, sides began to reform to perform the three
different Morris styles - Cotswold Morris with white clothes, handkerchiefs, distinct tunes
and complex steps; North Western processional style often in clogs; and the Border
Morris with simple steps and much clashing of sticks. Morris has now spread across the
world and is thriving.
Mike supported his talk with some wonderful contemporary quotes, some great old
pictures and three short videos demonstrating the different Morris styles. It was a terrific
evening! Next month (7.30 pm, Wednesday 10 April in the village hall) Tim Bridges will
be telling us about the Churches of the North Cotswolds. As ever, all are welcome.
Diana Cook 684771

Parish Council
The Long Compton Annual Parish Assembly will take place at the village hall on
Wednesday 22 May 2019 at 7.00 pm. All are welcome.
This year the Assembly will focus on the sale of the Compton Estate in 1919 and the
impact on the village over the last Century. For many years, May Day was a very
important village celebration – as evidenced by this photo from that era.

Long Compton
‘May King’,
c. 1919-1920.
Ernest Henry Ratcliffe
was the May King.
Image courtesy of
Richard Ratcliffe.
Warwickshire County
Record Office reference
PH1318A/4
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Village groups are also being invited to bring along items to display at the May Annual
Parish Meeting which are representative of their interests in 1919, 1969 and 2019.
For general interest, villagers are also invited to contribute information relating to
specific properties involved in the sale from1919 to present - photos, articles and notes
of personal memories.
Easter celebration at Long Compton’s new play area
Warwickshire Rural Housing Association is planning a
community event to celebrate the new play area in Long
Compton.
An Easter egg hunt is being held at 2.00 pm on Tuesday
16 April at the play area and children living on the new
Weston Court development are invited to take part.
The housing association provided funding to the Parish Council to create the facility
so that youngsters no longer have to travel across Long Compton to reach the village’s
only play area. The scheme of five homes for affordable rent and four for local market
sale were competed at Weston Court last Spring. It proved a truly community led project
from start to finish with the Parish Council shaping the entire development and giving
its full support throughout.
Weston Court is the first completed scheme from the Neighbourhood Plan.
Representatives from WRHA will join local councillors and families living on the new
development at the Easter celebration. For more information, contact Katherine Bradley
at Word Association on 01455 614333 or email Katherine@wordassociation.co.uk
The plan is to invite families living on the Weston Court development to the
celebration, as well as key stakeholders. There will be refreshments on the parking area
by the play area and a few short speeches, and, for the children, an Easter egg hunt
around the play area. We’re keen to keep this as a real community event and we
wondered whether there was a village WI or any other community group whom we
might be able to pay to provide some cakes? We are more than happy to pay a local
community group to provide all the refreshments (drinks and cakes) if this is of interest.
If you’re able to provide contact details, I could have a chat with any relevant groups.
Elizabeth Gilkes, Parish Clerk – longcompton@googlemail.com or 684336

Long Compton and District Garden Club
Our February meeting heralded thoughts of spring with an inspiring talk which was
entitled Life after snowdrops and was given by Jim Almond who is a bulb and alpine
specialist. We had in fact been enjoying some extremely unseasonal and spring-like
weather and so it very much put us all in the mood for the delightful plants that lie in
store for us to enjoy in our gardens over the coming months.
He covered narcissus, erythronium, iris, cyclamen, primula and hellebore, with helpful
hints on how to place them in the garden. Although, as a keen galanthophile, he did
manage to sneak quite a few snowdrops into the evening, and why not? There were
amusing moments when he showed us the lengths to which some people go at
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snowdrop time, not least the lady who has each of her finger nails painted with a
different snowdrop - that really is going a bit far, but it did amuse us!
He stressed that when buying plants, we should if possible, support local nurseries
and try not to buy plants which have come in from abroad, partly as they lead to the
demise of small nurseries and also due to the risk of disease. He gave us a well-illustrated
and enlightening talk and his enthusiasm for the plants and bulbs was infectious.
Celia Sawyer

Long Compton and District Garden Club
Wednesday 24 April 7.30 pm
Long Compton Village Hall
“What’s in Store”
Jim Teague, who buys plants for a group of garden centres,
will tell us what we can expect in garden centres this year
and in the future.
All welcome
Lesley Roberts 684545/Anthony Wells 684337
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Long Compton Ebenezer Chapel
The Ebenezer Supporters Group is now operational and if you would like more details
of how to join, please either pick up a leaflet at The Shop, contact Sally on 07870 545431
or Elizabeth 07791 621778 or message longcomptonebenezerchapel@outlook.com
Keep up to date with news via Facebook page. Further information on any of the
above from Sally on 01608 684739/07870 545431 or Elizabeth 07791 621778 or email
longcomptonebenezerchapel@outlook.com
The Chapel marked World Day of Prayer on Saturday 1
March when it was realised that no other churches were
taking part locally and that various members had fond
memories of past services. This year the country being
celebrated was Slovenia and we heard some very touching
memories read by members as part of the service. Thanks to
Elaine Hobday for co-ordinating. Afterwards a very convivial
soup lunch was enjoyed.
Work to The Manse is progressing well and hope to have
available to rent in near future. The property has 2 reception
and 3 bedrooms. Do make contact if you would like more
information.
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Ebenezer Chapel Diary Dates
Whist Drive – 7.30pm
April 6
April 21
Easter Communion Service – 3.30pm
May 4
Whist Drive – 7.30pm
Open Chapel with Tea – 3.30 pm
May 19t
June 1
Whist Drive – 7.30pm
Chapel Anniversary + Tea – 3pm
June 9
Shipston Proms Concert – The Spirituality of Summer – 7.30pm
June 23rd

The Friends of Long Compton Church
The 2019 Photographic Competition will be launched on 12
April. All the rules and regulations will be available on the
website from that date. This year you can submit digital
images which we will print out for the judging and
exhibition. So, if in the meantime, you would like to get
snapping, this year’s competition is going to be on a theme
of the village and its history as we celebrate 100 years since
the sale of the Compton Estate.
On 18 May we will have a fun Cheese and Wine Bluff - an evening for those who love
cheese and wine and a chance to test your knowledge – all in a light-hearted way.
There will be tables of eight, so you can join others or make up a table of your own.
2019 Events
12 April – launch of Photographic competition
18 May – Cheese and Wine Bluff in the Village Hall
July (date tba) - Know your Village Quiz (free entry)
2 August – Photographic Exhibition in the church plus quiz results
22-24 November – Christmas Tree festival in the church
7 December concert - tbc
Our information and contact points: e. friendslcchurch@gmail.com
f: @friendsoflongcomptonchurch www.friendsofloncomptonchurch.com

Long Compton Short Mat Bowls Club
We meet at the village hall on the first and third Tuesdays of the month, 2.00 – 3.30 pm.
New members especially welcome.
Contact Adrian on 684024 to learn more

Long Compton Neighbourhood Watch
Our local Co-Ordinator is Jordan Boswell, who would very much
welcome reports of suspicious behaviour. Do let him know about
anything that seems to you to be out of the ordinary. Your information
might just be the little piece of the jigsaw that helps solve a problem.
All calls and e-mails are completely confidential – your name will not
be made public.
Contact Jordan on 07795 008998, or at jordanlboswell@hotmail.com
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Compton Creatives
We generally meet on the 3rd Monday of the month. If anyone would like to join us
please contact either Caroline Nixon on 684831 or caroline.nixon@btinternet.com or
Jane Burras on 684518 or jhburras@yahoo.co.uk

Long Compton & District Walkers
The walk that never was! - The weather forecast for walk day in March was not at all
promising, heavy rain and very strong winds, prior to the arrival of ‘Storm Gareth’. Several
people made the decision beforehand that a three hour walk in such conditions did not
really appeal and so had cried off. However, about half a dozen hardy souls arrived in the
car park at the appointed time, to support our intrepid leaders who had spent their time
sorting out the route and our lunch venue. The rain started to drive horizontally across
the car park and it was very quickly decided that we would risk being labelled as ‘wimps’
rather than heroes, as we headed home for a morning in the dry.
We did decide not to miss the opportunity to meet for lunch and so our day was not
entirely fruitless, but thanks to those who did turn out. We will hope for much better
conditions in April when we will meet on Tuesday 9th at 9.30 am in the car park at the
Red Lion. New walkers are always welcome.

Jan Treadaway 684553

100 Club
The March draw was held at the Social Saturday in the village hall on 9 March. The
winners were:
1st Prize - 212 Rev. & Mrs. Wells
2nd Prize - 75 Suzanne Dudek

3rd Prize - 90 Kathleen Turner
4th Prize - 135 David Smart

The next draw will be held at 12.00 noon on Saturday 13 April in the village hall. Come
to the hall to have a cup of coffee and watch the draw – better still stay for some lunch.
Tickets for the draw are still available at a cost of £10 for the rest of the year.
Chris Galloway 684234
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The Reading Room Draw
Congratulations to Trish Kinsella who is the winner of the March Reading Room draw.
Jenny Scrivener

Recognition for Whichford
The Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors has
short-listed the recent Whichford developments
carried out by Simon and Bridget Herrtage in two
categories in this year’s Awards for Excellence in
the Built Environment (West Midlands). The
categories are Housing and Regeneration.
John Melvin writes: As the Architect, I have
attempted to create a simple poetry using the
architecture of the vernacular. Housing must
convey a sense of community and rootedness, as
well as satisfying the other needs associated with
the idea of Home. I believe that this is what the
judges recognised in these developments.
The real credit should go to the clients, Mr and
Mrs Herrtage: for their courage and vision. Their
patronage made this improvement to the
Conservation Area possible.
John Melvin
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The Wolfords WI
In March, Michael Spillane from Barnardo’s Children Services Team spoke movingly of
the problems for young people leaving care. A very vulnerable group in society who
don’t always have the life experience to live independently and need supported
lodgings providers. People outside the care services are also needed to act as mentors
for young people.
We were sad to say goodbye to Gill Cotter, a longstanding member, who has now
moved to Essex. Eight Members enjoyed coffee and cake at Fosseway Garden Centre
whilst furthering our Craft UFOs (Unfinished Items)
Trevor Langley will be the speaker at our meeting on Wednesday 3 April imagining If
Warwick Walls could Talk. Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of each month in
the Wolfords village hall, Little Wolford at 7.30 pm.
The next Book Club choice is Packing Up by Brigid Keenan.
Visitors are always welcome. Please ring Sue Elliot 01608 674295 for further details.

Great Wolford Annual Parish Meeting
Advance notice: The Annual Parish Meeting of the Parish Council will be held this year
on Tuesday 21 May at 7.30 pm at the back of the church. This is an open meeting for all
village residents to discuss anything to do with the village - everyone welcome. Further
details in the May LINK.
Janet Piller - Parish Clerk
39

40

The Wolfords Village Hall One Hundred Club
The March winners were as follows;
1st prize – Sue Rew

2nd prize – Gill Cotter

3rd prize – Henry Warriner

Many congratulations. Just a reminder to contact myself if you require any more
shares in the club which will help with the up keep of the village hall.
James van Helden

Wolford’s Car Boot Sale Collection
Have you done your spring cleaning and need to get rid of unwanted items? Or maybe
you’ve recently moved house and are sorting out boxes of stuff you brought with you
that you don’t really need? We’ve got the answer. The team at Wolford church will take
it all off your hands and convert it into much-needed funds to maintain the church.
What are we collecting? China, ornaments, tools including garden ones, small
household and kitchen goods, old watches and cameras, unwanted gifts, sports
equipment, toys and games, jigsaws, jewellery, pictures, books, cds and dvds, and brica-brac of any sort.
When? Any time between now and 24 May. Why? To raise money for the upkeep of
Wolford church and churchyard.
We’ll come and collect, or you can deliver to us, whichever you prefer. We’re looking
forward to hearing from you.
Contacts: Janet Piller (674396)

Ann McKenna (674009)
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John Wrench (674389)

Poetry
Notes

Email: editor@swlink.org.uk

National Gardening Week starts on Monday 29 April, so this month’s poem has to be
garden related. I briefly toyed with Round and Round the Garden, but I’m afraid I just
couldn’t bear it.
Instead a more serious offering from Elizabeth Barrett Browning, or as she may well
have been known today, Elizabeth Moulton-Barrett. The Sonnet was written in
celebration of her courtship and eventual marriage to her fellow poet, Robert Browning.
The Sonnet comes from a collection published in 1850 entitled Sonnets from the
Portuguese. This was in fact a little in-joke. Portuguese was Robert Browning’s
affectionate nickname for Elizabeth, so these sonnets are from her, sonnets from
Robert’s beloved ‘Portuguese’.

Beloved, thou has brought me many flowers
Beloved, thou hast brought me many flowers
Plucked in the garden, all the summer through
And winter, and it seemed as if they grew
In this close room, nor missed the sun and showers,
So, in the like name of that love of ours,
Take back these thoughts which here unfolded too,
And which on warm and cold days I withdrew
From my heart’s ground. Indeed, those beds and bowers
Be overgrown with bitter weeds and rue,
And wait thy weeding; yet here’s eglantine,
Here’s ivy! - take them, as I used to do
Thy flowers, and keep them where they shall not pine.
Instruct thine eyes to keep their colours true,
And tell thy soul, their roots are left in mine.
Elizabeth Barrett Browning (1806 -1861)

For more information about the National Gardening Week a good place to go is the
RHS site https://www.rhs.org.uk/get-involved/national-gardening-week
Please keep your poetry suggestions coming; writing them for us would be even
better! Please be sure to submit your suggestions in good time bearing in mind that
poems will often be protected by copyright and if this is the case, the publisher’s
permission will need to be obtained.
Keith Murphy, editor@swlink.org.uk
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