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19
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31

SW7 Men’s Breakfast, Cherington Arms
Great Rollright Market, Great Rollright VH
Barton Beneficial Book Club, Barton VH
Red Lion Charity Quiz Night, Red Lion, Long Compton
Whichford and Ascott Crafts Morning, The Old Rectory
Long Compton Short Mat Bowls Club, VH
Christianity Explored Course commences
Full English Breakfast, Burmington VH
Social Saturday, Long Compton VH
Long Compton & District Walkers, depart Red Lion car park
Cameo Lunch Club, Burmington VH
Deanery Lent Service. Ilmington Ch
Compton District History Society, Long Compton VH
SW7 Benefice Lunch time talk for Women, The Old Forge, Stourton House
Long Compton Book Club
The Coffee Shop at The Hall, Cherington
Brailes Picturehouse, Colette, Brailes VH
Long Compton Ebenezer Chapel, Open Chapel Event
Red Lion Charity Quiz Night, Red Lion, Long Compton
Long Compton Short Mat Bowls Club, VH
Deanery Lent Service. Alderminster Ch
Rural Cinema, Bohemian Rhapsody Wolfords VH
Deanery Lent Service. Whatcote Ch
Long Compton and District Garden Club, Long Compton VH
Friends of Long Compton Church AGM + A Talk on Edith Cavell + Supper, Ch
Mothers’ Day Service, Burmington Ch
Mothers’ Day Service, Whichford Ch

07.45
09.30
17.30
19.30
10.00
14.00
19.30
10.00
11.00
09.30
12.00
19.30
19.30
12.30
19.00
10.30
15.30
19.30
14.00
19.30
19.30
19.30
19.30
18.30
10.30
10.30

LINK cover: Nic Fiddian-Green's 'Still Water' bronze -

Photograph from LINK reader Chris Burras.
Artwork by KMS Litho, Hook Norton

The LINK welcomes contributions for the front cover or elsewhere. Portrait orientation photographs or
artwork preferred. Please send items to editor@swlink.org.uk. LINK cover and artwork produced by KMS Litho,
Hook Norton and sponsored by Oxford Hardware.
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accuracy of information printed, the Editor/team do not accept any responsibility for the consequences of any errors that may occur.
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All subscription monies paid to The LINK are non-refundable in the event that the South Warwickshire LINK Ltd ceases to operate.
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EDITORIAL
Don’t make me laugh!
Britain is known for its sense of humour. Our
humour (and comedy) takes many forms, including
dark, dry, satirical, alternative, slapstick, trench,
irony, risqué, gallows, schoolboy, observational,
sarcasm, irreverence, and even 'saucy seaside'. Used
benevolently, intelligently and responsibly, humour
unites us and lifts our spirits. We use (and need)
humour as a natural coping mechanism. It helps to
break the ice; it lightens the mood when we are
feeling tense or stressful; it helps us to cope when we are facing adversity; and it may
even be useful when attempting to defuse a potential conflict situation.
It is said that laughter is the best medicine – although, some people may draw the line
at bad puns or Christmas cracker jokes...
Humour is a form of freedom of expression, but unfortunately, this freedom is at risk
of being eroded. There is a perceived increase in a desire from some quarters to suppress
aspects of free speech. A ‘witty’ remark can often illicit a sharp intake of breath and a
disapproving ‘ooh you can’t say things like that…’, lest we offend any sensitive souls. It
goes without saying of course, that being deliberately nasty, threatening, insulting or
intimidating, under the guise of ‘humour’, is totally unacceptable and should not be
tolerated.
Recently, a comedian was asked to sign a ‘behavioural agreement’ contract before his
gig, preventing him from making jokes about certain topics. Quite rightly, he refused to
sign the contract and did not go ahead with the gig.
Alarmingly, two of my friends have informed me that their respective employers have
now officially banned ‘office banter’. Apparently, this is to protect the feelings of
unsuspecting passers-by who happen to be within earshot. A sterile, hushed and dreary
office atmosphere now seems to be the preferred option. Unsurprisingly, both
productivity and staff morale have fallen as a result.
With the death of comedy actor Windsor Davies in January, we are reminded of
‘classics’ from the 1970s such as It Ain’t Half Hot Mum and the Carry On films - such
comedies would probably not be made today, due to cultural, racial, religious and
gender sensitivities. The irony is, they were never created in order to offend – the
intention was to make the nation laugh.
We live in a time when humour and laughter are needed more than ever. A little levity
goes a long way. Go on, make someone laugh today (but please, try not to upset them
in the process).
Simon Lewis-Beeching, chairman@swlink.org.uk

[Ed – Please be aware the photograph bears no resemblance to Simon!]
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The LINK Crossword
Solution to last month’s puzzle
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LINK

Contact: The Editor
Email: editor@swlink.org.uk

The Post Office van is in the car park by the village shop in Long Compton from 9.30 -11.30
am Monday and Wednesday, and from 12.30 to 2.00 pm Tuesday and Thursday.
Shipston ‘tip’ is open Monday to Friday, 9.30 to 3.15 pm and 8.30 am to 12.15 pm on Saturday
and Sunday. It is closed on Bank Holidays.
DATES AND FETES
Please send us the dates of all your significant 2019 social events (i.e. events which will attract
more than 100 people), be they fetes, garden parties or concerts. By listing them, we can help
prevent date clashes between major events and disappointing attendance figures for all
concerned. Please be sure to check this list before you plan a new event.
02 March
13 March
18 May
22 May
01 June
03 August
26 August

Congregational Church Whist Drive
Compton and District History Society – ‘A History of Morris Dancing’
Cheese and Wine Bluff, Long Compton VH
Long Compton Annual Parish Assembly
Cherington Stourton and Sutton Village Tennis Tournament
Cherington, Stourton and Sutton Country Fair and Flower Show
Whichford and Ascott Flower Show and Fete

LOCAL CATHOLIC CHURCH SERVICES
Chipping Norton, Holy Trinity Catholic Church, 26 London Road, Mass on Saturday evening, 6.00
pm and Sunday morning, 11.00 am. Tel: 642703
Stow-on-the-Wold, Our Lady and St Kenelm, 5 Back Walls, Sunday 9.00 a.m. and Our Lady Help of
Christians, Station Road, Bourton-on-the-Water Saturday Vigil 6.00 p.m. Tel: 01608 674354
Brailes/Shipston/Kineton Masses: Saturday - Vigil 5.00 pm at SS Peter and Paul, Brailes. Sunday 9.00 am at Our Lady and St Michael, Shipston and 11.00 am at St. Francis of Assisi, Kineton.
Chipping Campden, St Catharine’s Lower High Street, Sunday masses: – Saturday Vigil 6.00 p.m.
Sunday 10.30 a.m. Tel: 01386 840261
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

LOCAL CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH SERVICES
Minister Marion Hartwell attends to conduct seasonal services. For details of these, and interim
services and events, contact Secretary Sally Franklin 01608 684739 or email
longcomptonebenezerchapel@outlook.com
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

LOCAL QUAKER MEETINGS
Broad Campden, Friends Meeting Hse, Broad Campden, Worship Meeting: Sunday at 10.30 am
Ettington, Friends Meeting Hse., Old Halford Rd, Ettington, Worship Meeting: Sunday at 11.00 am
Sibford, Friends Meeting Hse., Sibford Gower, Meeting for worship: Sunday at 10.30 am
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PARISH
PEOPLE
Parochial Church Councils (PCCs)
Barcheston St Martin

Barton-on-the-Heath St Lawrence

Churchwardens
Secretary
Treasurer

Churchwardens
Secretary
Treasurer

David Hodges 664310
Nick Jackson 684846
David Cleave 666002

Hamish Cathie 674303
Gillian Cathie 674303
Christopher Wolverson 674677

Burmington St Barnabas & St Nicholas

Cherington St John the Baptist

Churchwardens

Churchwardens

Secretary
Treasurer

Sonia Baker 661459
Michael Macdonald 662483
Sonia Baker 661459
Sue Bradley 661635

Long Compton St Peter and St Paul
Churchwardens
Secretary
Treasurer

Secretary
Treasurer

Valerie Flint 685022
Roger Maycock 686404
Paul Levitch 686353
Rory McLeod 686278

Whichford St Michael

Jill Kirby 684923
Zoë Wrigley 650404
Walter Sawyer 684755

Churchwardens
Secretary
Treasurer

Mandy James 684479
Hilary Blakemore 684142
Hilary Blakemore 684142
Andy Chapman 684652

Wolford St Michael & All Angels
Churchwardens
Secretary
Treasurer

Janet Piller 674396
John Wrench 674389
Ann McKenna 674009

Parish Councils

Chair

Clerk

Barcheston
Barton-on-the-Heath
Burmington
Cherington
Long Compton
Whichford
Great Wolford
Little Wolford Parish Meeting

David Sutton
Ann Batchelor (661527)
James Coker (674601)
Colin Maynell (674104)
Robert Hutchings (661496)
Meeting Sec. – Graham French (239032)
Philip Townsend (686529)
Sara Cole (686250)
Bill Cook (684771)
Elizabeth Gilkes (684336)
Geoff Bromage (684454)
Sara Cole (686250)
Lynn Mathias (674247)
Janet Piller (674396)
Ralph Döring (chairman@littlewolford.org.uk)

If you wish to update information on this page please email the Editor: editor@swlink.org.uk
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10:00am
BCP Holy Comm*
(SPA)

(Support
Burmington)

(Support
Cherington)

March 6th
Ash
Wednesday

March 10th
1st of Lent

March 17th
2nd of Lent

(Support
Whichford or
other)

9:00am
BCP Holy
Communion
(BD)

4:00-6:00pm
Youth Bible
Study
(Village Hall)

(Support Long
Compton or
Wolford)

St Lawrence
Barton
(Support
Barcheston or
Whichford)

St John
the Baptist
Cherington
9:00am BCP
Holy Communion*
(SPA)
4:00pm CW Informal
Service (with kids
groups) (BD/SPA)

St Peter
& St Paul
Long Compton

10:30 am
CW
All Age Service
(BD)
(Support
Barcheston)

10.30am
CW
Holy Communion
(AW/CLW)
(Support
Barcheston or
Whichford)

10.30am
10:30am
CW Village Service
CW
(CLW/AW)
All Age Service
(BD)
10.30am
9:00am
4:00pm
CW
BCP
CW Informal Service
Morning Prayer Holy Communion (with kids and youth
(BD)
groups) (SPA/BD)
(SPA)

9:00am
BCP Holy
Communion (BD)

(Support
Barcheston)

St Barnabas
& St Nicholas
Burmington

9:00am
BCP
Holy Communion
(SPA)

10:30am
BCP
Morning Prayer
(BD)

St Michael
Whichford

10:30am
CW Benefice
Communion (SPA/BD)
(Support Cherington
or other)

10:30am
Ecumenical Service at
Little Wolford Village
Hall (SPA/LM)

(Support
Burmington)

10:30am
CW
Morning Prayer
(SPA)

St Michael
& All Angels
Wolford

4pm
10.30am
CW
CW
All Age Service
All Age Service
(SPA/BD)
(SPA)
9:00am
(Support Long
9:00am BCP
April 7th
10:30am
10:30am
BCP Holy
Compton or
Holy Communion*
5th of Lent
BCP
CW
Communion
Wolford)
(BD)
Morning Prayer
Morning Prayer
(SPA)
4:00pm CW Informal
(SPA)
(BD)
Service (with kids
groups) (BD/SPA)
SPA = Stuart Allen/BD = Ben Dyson/LM = Liz Maycock/AW = Anthony Wells/CLW = Clare Wells/BCP = Prayer Book/CW = Common Worship/*= No Hymns

March 31st
Mothering
Sunday

(Support
Burmington)

9:00am
BCP
Holy
Communion
(BD)

March 3rd
Sunday next
before Lent

March 24th
3rd of Lent

St Martin
Barcheston

SW 7
Sunday Worship

SOUTH WARWICKSHIRE CHURCHES – MARCH 2019 CHURCH SERVICES

SW7 BENEFICE
CHURCH NEWS
Dear Friends,
The Point of Christ’s Temptation
On 20 October 2003, a thirty-year-old man climbed out of a tiny Perspex box that had
been suspended by a crane next to Tower Bridge in London. This small room had been
his home for the past 44 days, as he fasted with apparently only water for sustenance.
He was the famous illusionist, David Blaine.
Part of the purpose of Blaine’s stunt was to see if he could not only do what Jesus did
during his time in the Judean wilderness, but exceed it. Fortunately, Blaine had a slight
advantage: unlike Christ he wasn’t being tempted by the devil! The closest Blaine got to
temptation was being shown the odd hamburger by passers-by.
There are two accounts of Jesus’ fasting in the desert in the Gospels of Matthew and
Luke. Church tradition has long seen this episode as an example of self-denial, hence the
practice of giving up something for the forty days of Lent. However, the two references
to fasting in Jesus’ teaching in Luke hardly seem to support this practise. In Luke 5:34,
Jesus says his disciples will only fast when he is taken from them – a clear reference to
the short period following his crucifixion but before his resurrection.
Jesus’ only other reference to fasting is in his parable of the Pharisee and the Tax
Collector in Luke 18. Here Jesus contrasts the prayer of a good religious man with that of
an immoral man. The religious man thanks God in his prayer that he is not as bad as other
people, and that he fasts ‘twice a week’ and gives ‘a tenth’ of his income away to charity.
But the immoral man is so broken he can only say, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’
Jesus says that this man, rather than the other, went home right with God. So this is a
warning that a tradition of giving up things for Lent could actually take us further away
from God by making us feel proud about ourselves and superior to others, when God
wants us to be honest about our failures, and cry out for his forgiveness!
So we return to our original question: why does Luke tell us about Jesus’ fasting in the
desert? In the context of Luke’s Gospel as a whole, the answer must be, ‘Not because
humanity needs another moral example, but because we need a Saviour.’
This is a test from God
It was the Spirit of God who led Jesus into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.
Why? Jesus’ forty days parallels the forty years Israel spent in the desert on their journey
to the Promised Land. In Deuteronomy 8:2 Moses says to Israel: Remember how the

LORD your God led you all the way in the desert these forty years, to humble you and to
test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his
commands. But Israel failed this test. What was needed was a new people of God, who
would obey him. This is the role that Jesus has come to fulfil.
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But that’s not all. Immediately before this, Luke traces Jesus’ family tree all the way
back to the first man, Adam (3:38). Why does Luke do this? Because he is reminding us
that it is not just Israel that failed to obey God – it is every single one of us.
Oscar Wilde, the playwright, said, I can resist everything apart from temptation. The
same is true for all of us. We give in to temptation. We turn away from God. We sin. But
if Jesus is to rescue us from sin and evil, he must be different. He must not give in.
This is a test of trust
The common thread running through the three temptations is whether Jesus will trust
God as an obedient human being, or whether he will bypass this for his own comfort and
glory. ‘You must be so hungry’, says the devil, ‘Why not use your divine influence to
makes yourself some food?’ Jesus quotes Deuteronomy 8:3, Man shall not live on bread
alone. As an obedient human being, Jesus will trust God to provide for his needs.
‘You don’t have to suffer and die to have a Kingdom’ says the devil, ‘I can give you all
that. Worship me and I’ll make your life easy.’ But again, as an obedient Israelite, Jesus
quotes Deuteronomy 6:13, Worship the Lord your God and serve him only. God must
come first – however hard his way seems.
Finally, the devil says, ‘You know your Bible don’t you? You remember that bit in Psalm
91 where it promises that God will protect those who trust in him? Well, if you are so sure
God will look after you, jump off this temple and prove it.’ But again, Jesus refuses to
prove God’s love for him, this time quoting Deuteronomy 6:16, Do not put the Lord your

God to the test.
Luke is showing that the heart of each test is whether Jesus will live by simple trust in
God’s word in the Scriptures, or whether he will listen to a more seductive and soothing
voice. Jesus passes the test. Jesus is what each of us should be, but fails to be. And that
is why Jesus alone is qualified to be the Saviour of the human race.
This test will be continued…
Luke ends his account on a disturbing note, When the devil had finished all this
tempting, he left him until an opportune time (Luke 3:13).
If we ask ourselves when this convenient moment arises in Luke’s Gospel, the answer
soon becomes obvious. It is in Luke 22, in the Garden of Gethsemane. The Son of God
kneels and prays in agony, ‘Father, if you are willing, take this cup of suffering from me.’
The devil was testing Jesus again, ‘Surely you don’t have to drink this cup of suffering to

pay for sins and save the world. Surely there’s an easier way. If your Father loves you, I’m
sure he’ll give it to you.’
But again, Jesus resists him, ending his prayer with the
famous words, ‘Yet not my will, but yours be done.’ If Jesus
hadn’t said that, he might not have gone to the cross. And if
he hadn’t gone to the cross, we would have no hope of
having our sins forgiven. So thank God that Jesus did resist
the devil – not just three, but four times. Thank God that he
did it for you, and for me, and for all who cry out like the
desperate person in Jesus’ parable, ‘God have mercy on me
a sinner’ - which is not a bad prayer for Lent.
Stuart Allen (Rector)
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Deanery News
6 March is Ash Wednesday, marking the beginning of Lent. Which means that the day
before, 5 March is Shrove Tuesday, and no doubt a day for pancakes for many of you. It
also means the start of our annual series of Deanery Lent Services.
The forty days of Lent mimic the forty days and nights Jesus spent in the wilderness,
and offer us a time for reflection; for many of us Tuesday evenings spent together are a
chance to do that. This year we are thinking about Saints of These Isles. All believers are,
or course, saints, but there are some who have had a particular effect on our lives, and
we want to think about and celebrate some of these. Our services take place on Tuesday
evenings at 7.30 pm, at churches across the Deanery – everyone is warmly invited to
come along and join us for any of these:
12 March
19 March
26 March
2 April
9 April
16 April

Ilmington: Tom Moffatt on Richard Meux Benson
Alderminster: John Horton on Hudson Taylor
Whatcote: Chris Goble on St. Cuthbert
Tidmington: Carola Beecham, George Herbert
Burmington: Ben Dyson, Tyndale
Honington: Eucharist of Holy Week.
Celebrant: Jill Tucker; Speaker: Sarah Edmonds on Susannah Wesley
Jill Tucker, Rural Dean

INVITATION To a Series of Lunch-Time Talks and Discussions For Women
The Old Forge, Stourton House 12.30 pm
JOURNEYS OF DISCOVERY Thursday 14 March
Despair (Isaiah) - The discovery of Hope - David Cook
Simple Lunch Provided - donations please
RSVP: Sarah Scotter: 686303 (sarah.scotter@hotmail.com)
Liz Maycock: 686404 (lizzymaycock@gmail.com)
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A chance to explore who Jesus really was, why he really came
and why any of it matters
At 8 The Long Close Stourton CV365HT
A four-week course on the four Wednesdays in March:
6, 13, 20, 27; 7.30 – 9.15 pm
To book your place or for more information contact Ben Dyson:
pioneersw7@gmail.com 01608 685752
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SCHOOL
NOTES

Editor: Harry Dodds
Email: longcompton@swlink.org.uk

Acorns Primary School and Brailes C of E Primary School News
Cross Country Team Double Champions
On a cold, damp and wet January Saturday
morning, six children and their parents braved
the weather to represent Acorns in the South
Warwickshire Schools cross country event for
Key Stage 2. In slippy, muddy conditions at the
Stratford recreation ground, the children ran
brilliantly. Our highest finishers were Lola (5th),
Meg (6th) and Alice (11th) in the Year 3 girls’
race. As well as two of the girls receiving
individual certificates for finishing in the top six,
all three children’s finishing positions counted in the team event. As the combined score
was the lowest in the race, Acorns were the team winners of the Year 3 girls race for
South Warwickshire!
The girls then repeated their team win in the February race, where all three girls
finished in the top ten.
Fencing
Four members of Class 3 at Acorns and four
members from Badgers class at Brailes
recently participated in the cluster fencing
taster afternoon at Brailes village hall. They
spent an hour getting to grips with correct
fencing etiquette and different kinds of
swords, eventually graduating to plastic
replica swords – the children were even
asked to practice ‘lunging’ and ‘jabbing’ each
other so they could get used to how it felt
(and yes, all agreed that it did actually hurt!)
Finally, the children put all their newly-learnt skills and techniques to the test in a
circuit of mini fencing tournaments where they came up against not only their
classmates but children from all the other cluster schools as well. The absorption,
concentration and commitment shown by all the children was outstanding and it was a
pleasure to see newly-discovered talents and skills coming to the fore. What a fabulous
experience!
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Acorns Curriculum
Year 1 and 2 children at Acorns had
a super start to their Paws, Claws
and Whiskers topic. First of all, they
welcomed Chloe and her two
beautiful pet rabbits into Class 1.
Chloe let Keith and Luna hop
around the room, explore and be
petted by all of the children whilst
she explained how she cared for
them. The class learnt about their
diet, environment, needs, likes and
dislikes. Class 1 had a great time and
can’t wait to see the rabbits again.
To pull their existing knowledge
together and set the ball rolling on
some new learning, Class 1 visited
The Cotswold Wildlife Park on a very
cold but sunny January morning.
They set off in hats, gloves and
scarves and had the most incredible time exploring
the animals and their enclosures. During the day
children met lions, camels, lemurs, penguins,
snakes and the giraffes – Miss Bayliss’ favourite!
Pupils gathered lots of new facts and have been
using them with lots more animal themed learning.
Class 2 started off the year with an exciting day
creating a base camp in the classroom, for their
Misty Mountain Sierra topic. Children had a class
discussion to plan a trip to Mount Everest Base
Camp before looking at the equipment and
deciding what they would need to take with them
on an adventure to the mountains. There was a
tent set up in the classroom and all had the
opportunity to try on climbing harnesses and
helmets. It was interesting to see what was in a 24hour ration pack, an example of food the children
could take with them on their journey.
Class 3 children have started their new topic: Pharaohs. Writing in person as Howard
Carter, pupils thought deeply about what it might be like to discover a tomb – and not
just any old tomb, but the tomb of the famous Pharaoh, ‘Tutankhamun’. They have also
studied in depth the hierarchical system during the Ancient Egyptian era. Children learnt
14

that society would have looked very different to how it does today and they had some
good discussions linked to the Equality Act and also the Royal Family!
In Art & Design, pupils created
artefacts from King Tut’s tomb and in
Geography children have focused not
only on the importance of the River
Nile to Egyptian civilisation, but also
on developing atlas skills and
knowledge of the world around us.
Brailes Curriculum
Squirrels class made the most of the
tiny covering of snow that stopped
briefly at Brailes and made their very
own miniature snowman and some exploration of the frozen environment. The children
were interested in what might happen when the snowman came into the Nursery and
some were genuinely shocked that it began to melt away. There were many suggestions
from the children as to how they could prolong the time that the snowman stayed as
snow!
Rabbits class really enjoyed a trip to Banbury Museum. It
fitted in perfectly with their ‘Memory Box' topic and
children were able to make a lot of links with our learning
in class. In Computing, Mrs. Bosley helped the children
make a pic collage featuring a timeline of toys through the
decades. At the end of the topic children will make their
own memory boxes that will include aspects of the learning
journey we have taken together this half term.
Owls class are studying the ‘Blue Abyss’ and have been
enjoying reading an adapted version of 20,000 Leagues
Under the Sea. The book’s strong emphasis on science and
marine research has inspired them to do some of their own
investigations: dissecting a whole squid and making close observations of various sea
life. The children had the chance to look carefully at the different sorts of scales, make
observations about vertebrates and invertebrates, and investigate specific features such
as patterns, tentacles and gills.
As the temperature outside plummeted, Badgers Class were busy exploring the frozen
wildernesses of Earth’s Polar Regions. The key text, Shackleton’s Journey, describes the
incredible journey that Ernest Shackleton and his loyal crew endured when trapped in
Antarctic ice for months on end. This text has linked very well with our school value for
the half term, perseverance, and the children have enjoyed researching and then
imagining what life would have been like for these brave and hardy individuals.
15

This work culminated in an exciting ‘Polar Explorers Day’ in which the children learnt
how to use a compass and read OS maps. On our adventure, we climbed Gilletts Hill,
explored the Ashen Coppice and travelled the Ninety-Nine Steps. All members of the
class were able to link the symbols on the map to the features in our local environment
and use the compass to orient the map successfully. They then headed back to school
where Mrs. Childs led the class in lighting a bonfire and toasting marshmallows and
pikelets; a couple of slightly more appetising and readily available alternatives to
Shackleton’s roasted penguin! The children then built shelters, like the ones they had
found out about, which included snow igloos for the huskies and a blubber stove for
cooking on. All members of the class pulled together and showed excellent
resourcefulness and teamwork. Ernest Shackleton would have been very proud of them!

Acorns Admissions for September
Acorns Primary School has a few places available for Nursery and Reception classes for
September 2019. For Nursery admissions from the age of 3, please speak to Mrs. Wixey
or Mrs. Weatherhead in the school office - 01608 684654 or email
admin2639@we-learn.com
Reception applications for Acorns Primary School must be made through the home
Local Authority:
If you live in Warwickshire, you can apply online for a place at Acorns Primary School:
http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/applyforschool
If you live in Oxfordshire, you can apply online for a place at Acorns School
https://admissions.oxfordshire.gov.uk/ccsenterprise_admissionsonline/
If you live in Gloucestershire, you can apply online for a place at Acorns Primary School
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-admissions/applyfor-a-primary-or-infant-school-place/
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GARDENING
NOTES

Editors:
Margaret Welsh, Long Compton Garden Club
Miranda Arnold, Whichford Amateur Gardener

In theory spring arrives in March but although days may be warmer, night temperatures
can plummet, and frost is still likely to occur. With this in mind, it is important to wait for
the right growing conditions before sowing or planting less hardy plants. It is about the
latest month for planting bare root trees and shrubs as they will be close to coming into
leaf when their survival will be less certain. It is however a good time for planting pot
grown fruit bushes and canes.
All plants will benefit from feeding before they come into growth. Do not forget to
include pot plants. Remove the top 2 inches or so of soil and top up with fresh compost.
Already established fruit bushes and trees should have a well-balanced fertiliser applied
around their base followed by an organic mulch. If you have had strawberry plants in the
same bed for about 5 years it is a good idea to replace them as their productivity will go
down and the nutrients may be exhausted. Prepare a new site with well -drained soil in
a warm, sunny position.
Continue to cut back dead foliage from perennials and grasses to let the new growth
come through. Large overgrown clumps of plants such as day lilies should be divided. It
is advised that this is done every 4 years at least. After weeding the bed, apply a mulch
of compost about two inches thick.
Complete the pruning of hybrid and climbing roses this month and again feed with
general purpose or special rose fertiliser. If the coloured stems of cornus and salix are cut
back, very low growth with enhanced colour will be encouraged.
Avoid sowing vegetables into the soil too early. Parsnips and beetroot germinate best
if the soil is 7 degrees or above. You could cover bare soil with black plastic to warm it
up before sowing. Cabbages and brussel sprouts can be sown indoors and towards the
end of the month, more tender vegetables such as peppers and tomatoes. Early peas can
be sown outside late in March if conditions are suitable. Remember the saying ‘one for
the mouse, one for the crow, one to rot and one to grow’, i.e. sow lots of peas.
Potatoes should now be chitting in a cool,
frost free, well -lit area. Dahlias and fuchsias can
be brought back into growth. They both need
to be kept frost free. If you like to grow hardy
annuals such as cosmos and pot marigolds,
they can be sown in seed trays.
We don’t know what weather March will
bring us, but the end of February has been
comparatively mild. I hope that the plants in
our gardens continue to thrive and put on a
cheery spring display.
Margaret Welsh
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FARMING
NOTES

Editor: Lynn Mathias
Email: farming@swlink.org.uk

Big Farmland Bird Count
As I write in the middle of a very mild February, I look back on the day last week when I
decided to take part in the ‘Big Farmland Bird Count’ sponsored by the NFU among
others. This was required to take place between 8 and 17 February and the day I picked
was distinctly chilly. Because of other commitments I did my stint in the early afternoon,
I think early morning would probably have produced more results. I now take my hat off
to proper birdwatchers, I did not realise how complicated it was! I perched myself on an
old gate which I thought was securely leaning in the hedge but over the 30 minutes,
sank slowly into the brambles. Thinking the field we have planted with wild bird seed
would be a good place to start, I had not realised that the plant mixture actually acted as
really good camouflage for the flocks of little brown jobs and as I was sitting quietly,
nothing disturbed them to make them fly. Another problem I had not appreciated was
that if like me, you need glasses to see anything flying across the sky, the change from
glasses to binoculars meant
whatever you had seen flying past
had, by the time I was ‘binoculared’
up, had flown away. What I really
wanted was a chair and desk
preferably with cup of tea, so that I
could find glasses, binoculars, biro
and bird book without fumbling in
the brambles each time. Despite my
ineptitude, I hope I made a
reasonable number of sightings,
but identification was a bit hit and
miss.
When walking round the farm, I am quite good at identifying the common species
and on my recent morning rambles, I have seen far more birds than I could honestly
count in the specific half hour allotted to the task. As I left my stand, flocks of sparrows
and yellow hammers rose up but I had no idea of the number, so in the box on the form
I guessed at 50 but it could just as easily have been 200. I did manage to see two buzzards
but where were the kites which are usually circling around? Again there were a few wood
pigeons lazily sitting in the trees but not the large flock which is normally here or the two
herons which I regularly see. I did hear and see several blackbirds getting ready for
spring, several crows and one pheasant and the next day, walking across the same field,
15 hen pheasant got up in front of me, obviously knowing they were safe for another
year. In my half hour I spotted 9 species. I know there are many more over the farm
generally. As I walked back to the house for a welcome cup of tea a fox and a squirrel
crossed my path so there is wildlife out there if you know where to look.
Lynn Mathias farms at Manor Farm in Great Wolford
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NATURE
NOTES

Editor: Tony Partridge
Tel: 684698

We have had wrens visiting us ever since we lived here. I say visiting because they are
not regular in the garden but will now and then turn up to find what food they can, then
disappear for a few weeks. Interestingly they have only two places in the garden on
which they concentrate. One is a Honeysuckle bush where they can be watched moving
along each branch pecking at the particular insect or insects for which they have come.
The second place is an old upturned half beer barrel, where they can be observed
dodging in and out of the flower pots, which are full of pansies in the winter and bedding
plants in the summer. Here again, they are intent on a particular insect which they
devour voraciously.
The wren is not our smallest bird, a position taken by the gold crest which you will
rarely see, its habitat being in the tops of firs and pines. But our wren can claim
prominence to other areas. Firstly, its Latin name of troglodytes troglodytes is the
longest of any bird. From whence though does it derive this title? Troglodytes so I
understand are wild cave dwellers. Wrens will duck in and out of small spaces, with our
garden wrens these are provided by the flower pots I have mentioned. Are these then
their caves? The second way in which they can be prominent is their loud song which is
unmistakable as it is called from a bush or tree branch. That this tiny bird can make such
a noise is intriguing, but welcome nonetheless, displaying that it is still with us. Male
wrens build several nests, and he himself will tend to one brood whilst his partner looks
after the second in another nest.
Throughout spring we have watched as snowdrops, daffodils and other spring flowers
come and go, proudly displaying those growing in our garden. But there is a plant which
never receives the accolade as do these other spring plants. Step forward the aconite, or
more accurately, the winter aconite which will appear as early as the snowdrop. Its bright
cheerfully yellow petals display themselves for all to see from January onwards. I have a
friend in whose garden each year there appears a large patch of these plants. But they
can be seen out in the wild as well and enhance any otherwise dull piece of ground. The
aconite has not accumulated any folklore as with many plants, though I understand they
were called choir boys in Suffolk on account of the ruff surrounding the base of the
flowers.
And about this time, and certainly in a few weeks, you will be running into small clouds
of insects dancing in mid-air. These will mainly be males whose dancing is meant to
attract the females. But why choose sometimes to fly so high in the air where surely they
must know they are prey to swooping birds, such as the swift which doesn’t ever even
bother to land on the ground so sure is it of its prey? One reason has to be their dispersal
for which they rely heavily on wind which will take them to far off places. So, their need
for dispersal overrides the dangers involved in high flying.
My son returned from a short walk over the fields to tell me he had seen a flock of
fieldfares so large it was almost impossible to see the meadow grass on which they had
landed. I pondered here wondering whether he was pulling the ancient leg of his poor
old dad. But this proved to be not so when talking with a friend, I learnt that there was a
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huge flock of these birds roaming in the vicinity. Fieldfares and redwings are a welcome
addition to our bird world even if it is only for a few months, after which they will return
to their arctic homes in Scandinavia and even further north. They will trawl the meadows
and plough land searching for insects. But a real luxury for them has to be the fruit in our
orchards which we have not troubled to gather. This will undoubtedly disappear quickly.
It is believed that the fieldfares themselves take only the soft interior of the fruit, leaving
the pips. But as nothing in nature is wasted, soon the chaffinches will be along to devour
those pips which are left.
Tony Partridge
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BARCHESTON WITH WILLINGTON
Editor: Please email – barcheston@swlink.org.uk

Barcheston with Willington – Annual Parish Meeting
The 2019 Annual General Meeting in the village hall, Burmington, this year will be
Thursday 11 April at 7.45 pm, as agreed at the October 2018 meeting.
It is your opportunity to find out, bring up, discuss and keep in touch with Parish and
District affairs and meet with your District and County councillors, Mrs. Penny-Anne
O’Donnell and Mrs. Jo Barker.
We need to elect a chairman, vice chairman, treasurer and secretary in order for the
meeting to proceed. Please do think if you could volunteer your help for any of these
positions.
As well as Parish business, early plans need to be made if we are to hold our Morning
Fete and Bonfire Night this year. Planning will need to include where and when to hold
these events and who will help to organise and run them. Remember these events are
only possible with your help, support and ideas. Hope to see you all on 11 April.
A. Batchelor (Secretary)
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BARTON-ON-THE-HEATH WITH LITTLE COMPTON
Editor: Barney Henderson
Email: barton@swlink.org.uk

Tel: 674424

Parish and District Council Elections, Thursday 2 May
This year the arrangements for the Parish and District Council elections in Barton are
different from previous years. Much of the administration of the nomination process will
be taken on by the Parish Clerk.
In early March, nomination packs will be supplied to the Clerk by Stratford District
Council along with a checklist and a properly completed example. Soon afterwards, the
Clerk will hold a Parish meeting to explain the new arrangements to Parishioners and
especially to those who may wish to become a candidate in the election(s). At this
meeting and afterwards, nomination forms will be distributed to those who have
decided to stand as a candidate for election.
A deadline will be set for all candidates to return their nominations papers to the Clerk,
who will then check the forms for any errors. As proposers and seconders for candidates
must be persons included in the Electoral Roll for Barton, (revised and published on 1
December 2018), the Clerk will have a copy of the roll for reference. All candidates will
be encouraged to check their proposers and seconders with the clerk before completing
their nomination forms.
Immediately after the deadline the Clerk will travel to Stratford with the completed
and hopefully correct nomination forms for final checking and acceptance by SDC.
Colin Maynell, Parish Clerk, Barton-on-the-Heath

Beneficial Book Club
We enjoyed meeting to talk about The End We Start From by Megan Hunter. This is an
unusual dystopian novel which concerns devastating flooding, forcing people further
and further north. At the beginning, the heroine gives birth and the whole theme of
nurturing her baby boy becomes secondary to the chaos surrounding her. Megan
Hunter is a poet and this is her first novel.
We also had fun selecting from a wide choice of books for the next few months. Our
next book is The Children of Dynmouth by William Trevor and we will meet to talk about
it on Sunday 3 March at 5.30 pm at Barton House.
Gillian Cathie
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BURMINGTON
Editor: Jenny Banbury
Email: burmington@swlink.org.uk

Cameo Lunch Club
The next Lunch Club meeting will be held in Burmington village
hall on Tuesday 12 March at 12 noon for 12.30 pm.
All are welcome: most villages in the Benefice are represented
in the growing membership. A charge of £4 is made towards
expenses and all dietary needs can be met. Please bring your
family, friends and children. Transport to and from the village hall
can be provided.
Please book with Brenda Fitch on Tel: 664313

Burmington Fete and Dog Show
This year’s fete will be held on the afternoon of Saturday 8 June in Michael’s Field (time
tbc). The Burmington Fete is always a fun and happy affair when the village comes
together for an afternoon of games, activities, catching up with friends and neighbours
and lots of food and drink, all to the accompaniment of the Shipston Town Band, and
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the witty repartee of our MC, Will Broome. It’s not just the residents of Burmington either,
as we have many guests from the surrounding villages and further afield. It is a lovely
occasion
This year we will be building on the great work done
by Graham French and his team, and in addition to cake,
bric-a -brac, tombola and bottle stalls, (amongst others),
there will side-show stalls and games such as ‘Tin Can
Alley’, ’Beat the Goalie’, and ‘The Amazing Wheel of
Fortune’, as well as more sedate offerings such as ‘Pick a
Lolly’ and ‘Hook a Duck’. If you’re feeling lucky you can
‘Play your Cards Right’, ‘Pick a Number’ or ‘Hunt for
Treasure’; if you’re feeling strong you can enter the ‘Welly
Wanging’ and play for the coveted Golden Welly (plus
bottle of fizz). Don’t forget the bar, the BBQ, and the tea,
cakes and ice cream for a well-earned sit down
afterwards.

SATURDAY 8 JUNE
MICHAEL’S FIELD

One of the highlights of the fete is the dog show, when
proud dog owners from Burmington and beyond can
parade their beloved pooches before the judges. There will be more details in next
month’s LINK.
All in all, it looks to be a busy and jolly afternoon.
If you can help in anyway - running a stall for an hour, baking a cake, collecting bric-abrac, helping to set up (to name a few things) please get in touch on 665952, we’d love
to hear from you.
Jenny Banbury
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CHERINGTON WITH STOURTON
Editor: Alan Holmes
Email: cherington@swlink.org.uk

Tel: 686682

Hall Events
Botanical Spring Journal Study with the talented and inspirational Louise Evans. Have
fun learning how to document your garden, flowers and botanical interests, while
capturing the moment with all your senses in this evening 'creative journaling'
workshop. Using simple techniques and materials, this workshop will inspire you to
capture the simple beauty of botanicals, including your garden or other outdoor finds.
No prior creative experience is necessary. Learn how to create value, contrast and
texture using pen and paint, how to draw from life or a photo, and the option to design
your own lettering for use in your journal. Friday 15 March 6.30 - 9.30 pm
http://www.willowtreeart.co.uk for information and to book.
More amazing March Art Workshops at The Hall, Stourton.
Sunday 3 March: Watercolour for adults - Blooms, Bulbs and Baby Animals. Saturday 9
March: Children and young people’s one hour art workshops from 10.00 am to 2.00
pm. Adult Mixed Media class 2.30 to 5.00pm.
More fun for children at The Hall in Stourton. Tumble Tots have just started running
one hour sessions for the under-fives on Thursdays from 11.15 am. Contact Robyn 07813
940172, robyn.bissett@tumbletots.com
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Village Lottery
Winners in the draw for the February Lottery were:
1st
2nd
3rd

Colin Maxwell
Peter Kenealy
Kerrith Carr

£80
£45
£30

Congratulations to our winners and thank you for your continued support. For more
information on joining please contact Steve Alllkins or, better still, drop in on our third
Saturday coffee mornings (10.30 am – 12.00)
Steve Allkins

Brailes Mechanical and Craft Society
Our meeting on Monday 4 February, was to hear about David and Alison Willatt’s wildlife
safari holiday to Namibia, and their impressions of that country.
With a population of 2.6 million people in a country three times the size of the United
Kingdom, it is one of the least populated in the world. With a long Atlantic coastline, it
borders South Africa to the south, Botswana to the east, and Zambia and Angola to the
north. It has a stable multi-party democracy with official languages of Afrikaan, German,
and English.
With 300 days of sunshine the climate is hot, but nights are cool and the rainfall
minimal. Fascinating geology is a feature of this country, with sweeping sand dunes, redrock hills, that are interspersed with valleys, and dry river beds. There are many
underground rivers accessed by bore-holes, but very little surface water. Much of the
landscape is wild and rugged, which is only broken by tough grasses, toxic euphorbia,
and camel-thorn trees, with much of the wildlife adapting to this dry desert
environment. In the Etosha National Park to the north, huge, silvery salt pans can be
found.
The capital, Windhoek, is centrally located with close proximity to Katuko
international airport. On arrival in Windhoek, Alison and David were met by their guides
and two land-cruiser safari vehicles, one to carry equipment, food and tents, and the
other to transport twelve intrepid travellers in off-road excursions. The group were to
follow a route to the north of Namibia, taking in the Etosha National Park. The
accommodation included sturdy two-man tents and separate basic ‘loo’ facilities with
shower. This is not a holiday for the faint hearted or those who require a warm bath and
a soft mattress at the end of each day.
The driver/guide was very knowledgeable and accommodating, so the travellers were
able to achieve the best camera shots, and his intimate knowledge enabled them to
search and find the wildlife they came on holiday to see. The evenings were spent
relaxing around camp fires, under amazing starlit skies, with no light pollution, and
eating ’bush-type’ meals prepared by the experienced cooks.
This is home to a healthy number of desert adapted elephants with larger than normal
feet enabling them to walk easily on sand. We saw remarkable photographs of these
animals, and many others - giraffes, with the males in fighting mode using their long,
swinging necks as weapons; lions lazing in the sun; leopards and cheetahs (some 40% of
Africa’s cheetah population live here). We observed black-faced impalas, Hartmann’s
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zebras, with their unique brown and black stripes, springboks, dik-diks and the largest
free-ranging population of black rhino in Africa. The bird life is amazing too, with an
extraordinary number of species to be found, all having adapted to these harsh
environmental conditions, providing much colour and activity to observe.
Excursions to visit the tribal camp of the nomadic Himba people, and to view the
ancient bushmen’s rock art, added further interest to the tour. If blue skies, some early
morning trips to observe nocturnal species, amazing wildlife, and astonishing natural
wonders, then Namibia is the place to visit. We all admired David’s wonderful
photography and the excellent, amusing yet educational presentation that he had
crafted for us to enjoy. Thank you David, your impressions of Namibia were much
appreciated.
Harry Upson

Musical Extravaganza
The audience packed in to the new hall in Cherington, standing room only for some, to
see a showcase of local musical talent with three bands and some fantastic young female
vocal talent… the voices of angels. Songs were sung by the audience and there was
some ‘mum’ and ‘dad’ dancing which amused/embarrassed the teenagers. Bizarrely the
rendition of ‘Billie Jean’ by the Cherington, Stourton, & Sutton-under-Brailes,
Gentlemen’s Over 50’s Kazoo Orchestra proved a hit, which means that Eric might stop
talking about his donkeys for a day or too, whilst he milks the applause.
Well done and thank you to all who participated and helped. We may do this again.
Jim Walton

Brailes Picturehouse
Saturday 16 March – Colette
After marrying writer Willy Sidonie-Gabrielle, Colette is taken from rural France to the
artistic splendour of Paris. Willy convinces Colette to ghostwrite for him, delivering a
novel that sparks a cultural sensation. Colette and Willy become the talk of Paris, and
Colette's fight for creative ownership drives her to overcome the gender norms of the
time, revolutionizing literature, fashion and sexual expression........ an exhilarating kick
Stars Dominic West and Keira Knightly
Future Screenings27 April, Mary Poppins Returns
19 May, Widows
15 June, Stan & Ollie
(The latter two may have to switch according to release dates)
Deirdre Carney

The Cherington and Stourton Garden Group
The Group has arranged for an exciting young garden designer to come and give a talk
on Sustainable Gardening on Monday 8 April at 7.30 pm in The Hall. All are welcome.
Refreshments will be on sale.
For more information, please contact Hilary Paine 01608 686854
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LONG COMPTON
Editor: Harry Dodds
Email: longcompton@swlink.org.uk

Tel: 684606

Village Hall News
Those of you who have visited the village hall recently you will have
noticed we are displaying some of the entries from the FLCC Photographic
Competition around the walls. They have all been framed and are well
worth a look. The rest of the photographs will be displayed throughout
the year.
As well as our regular events in February, thanks to the talents of our chef and her
team, we were thrilled to hold our Pop-Up Bistro on 14 February for a roomful of
romantics and those who know a great menu when they see one! The event sold out (in
fact we managed to sneak in an extra), and the room was abuzz with romantic
background music and decorations, attentive bar staff and waitresses and an efficient
maitre d' to make sure the event ran smoothly.
Social Saturdays continue to attract regulars and newcomers alike for the homemade
lunches, cakes and drinks as well as the opportunity to browse the stalls. Last month
these were Hearts and Pearls jewellery, The Body Shop and Flamingo Paperie cards. If
you are a local trader and would like to join us please get in contact.
Mo Read 684130, 07814802814 or lcvillagehall@yahoo.co.uk

Compton Creatives
After an enjoyable Christmas tea party, the Compton Creatives took a winter break, and
are reconvening in mid-February, when we will be planning our 2019 programme of arts,
crafts and textiles. Our first event will be a workshop in March to learn hand bookbinding
techniques. New members always welcome. For details contact Jane Burras
jhburras@yahoo.co.uk or Caroline Nixon caroline.nixon@btinternet.com
We generally meet on the third Monday of the month. If anyone would like to join us
please contact either Caroline Nixon on 684831 or caroline.nixon@btinternet.com or
Jane Burras on 684518 or jhburras@yahoo.co.uk
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Long Compton Parish Council
Newsletters
These should have been delivered by Councillors to all properties. If you haven’t received
a copy please contact the Clerk or upload from www.longcomptonpc.co.uk
This includes an impressive list of all village groups and activities, all of which look
forward to welcoming new members and helpers.
A Village Centenary to Celebrate
In August 1919 The Marquis of Northampton sold off what was known as the Long
Compton Estate. This comprised of seven farms, The Red Lion Hotel, Long Compton
Wood, 73 properties and allotment ground.
The reasons for the sale, properties involved and general implications for the village
will be focus of the Annual Parish Assembly on Wednesday 22 May.
Elizabeth Gilkes, Parish Clerk – longcompton@googlemail.com or 684336

Compton District History Society
The next meeting will be on Wednesday 13 March when Michael Heaney will talk to us
about The History of Morris Dancing.
On 10 April we meet for a talk by Tim Bridges on Churches of the North Cotswolds.
As usual the talk will begin at 7.30 pm in the village hall and be followed by tea and
biscuits. All welcome.
Diana Cook 684771

Long Compton and District Garden Club
Wednesday 27 March 7.30 pm
Long Compton Village Hall
Illustrated talk by Nick Martin, Wildlife Photographer
‘WILDLIFE IN THE GARDEN’
All welcome
Lesley Roberts 684545/Anthony Wells 684337
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News of Comptonians
On January 16 Merleen Watson gave us a most enjoyable talk and demonstration about
Hearing Dogs. She is profoundly deaf and has a black cocker spaniel called Grace.
Labradors, miniature poodles and cockapoos may also be used. The dogs are specially
selected as puppies and trained to help people who are deaf or hard of hearing. Merleen
demonstrated how Grace would make physical contact with her leg and then lead her
to the source of a sound such as a doorbell or mobile phone. The sound of a smoke alarm
caused Grace to lie down at her feet - the response to an alarm of some sort. Grace's
agility and accuracy at performing these exercises was most impressive.
It costs £40,000 to train and support a hearing dog and Merleen has raised this much
money through giving talks and other fund raising activities. A remarkable lady.
We met again on Wednesday 20 February at the village hall for our New Year Lunch.
Margaret Welsh 684238

The Friends of Long Compton Church
This month we look forward to seeing you at our Talk and
Supper on Saturday 30 March, (preceded by our very short
AGM). Tickets are now on sale. This year our speaker is Nick
Miller, an expert on Edith Cavell who was the World War I
British nurse celebrated for saving the lives of soldiers in
Brussels from all sides. She, along with Belgian and French
colleagues, helped over 200 Allied soldiers escape from
German-occupied Belgium. She was arrested, tried and found guilty of ‘assisting men to
the enemy’ and shot by a German firing squad on 12 October 1915. Her death raised an
outcry across the world.
On Saturday 18 May we will have a fun ‘Call My Bluff’ style cheese and wine evening
in the village hall – tickets will be on sale soon. There will be tables of 8, so you can join
others or make up a table of your own.
The Photographic Competition will be launched next month so have your cameras
ready!
2019 Events:
30 March AGM, Supper and talk on WW1 Nurse, Edith Cavell
April – launch of photographic competition
18 May – Cheese and Wine Bluff in the Village Hall
August – Photographic Exhibition in the church
22-24 November – Christmas Tree Festival in the church
Our information and contact points:
e. friendslcchurch@gmail.com f: @friendsoflongcomptonchurch
www.friendsofloncomptonchurch.com
Sue Klatt, Chairman
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Long Compton Ebenezer Chapel - A Congregational Church
The Ebenezer Supporters Group is now operational and if you would like more details
of how to join please either pick up a leaflet at The Shop, contact Sally on 07870 545431
or Elizabeth 07791 621778 or message longcomptonebenezerchapel@outlook.com
Keep up to date with news via Facebook page.
By the time you read this, we shall have held our day to celebrate the power of united
World Prayer and to particularly recognise the women of Slovenia. The Service was
jointly led by Rev Marion Hartwell and Elaine Hobday.
An Open Chapel event (informal gathering with tea) will be held Sunday 17 March at
3.30 pm.
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Work is progressing well on the Manse to carry out necessary improvements so that
this three bed, two reception room property can be re-let as soon as possible. Do get in
touch if you would like more information.
Further information on any of the above from Sally on 01608 684739/07870 545431
or Elizabeth 07791 621778 or email longcomptonebenezerchapel@outlook.com
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Plough Sunday comes to Long Compton
Have you ever tried giving a talk to a large audience with a live ram standing just behind
you? That was the challenge faced by Charles Hunter-Smart from Burford when he spoke
to the congregation at the Plough Sunday service on 13 January in Long Compton
church. As Stuart Allen explained in the January LINK, Plough Sunday marks the
beginning of the agricultural year and this year we were privileged to host this special
service, thanks to the suggestion of Barton-on-the-Heath farmer, Eddie Hicks, who
currently chairs the Moreton and District Agricultural and Horse Show Society.
During the service Stuart blessed not only Nero the ram (see picture) but also an oldfashioned plough and a milk churn, representing the work of all those who care for both
land and livestock. Charles Hunter-Smart gave a fascinating talk, using his own life story
to explain how his faith has inspired his farming and in particular his decision to convert
to organic methods, as he saw at first hand the damage done to the soil and to wildlife
by ever-increasing applications of chemicals.
The service was attended by some 60 members of the Society as well as local
worshippers, filling the church with the sound of harvest hymns and praise to God for
his creation.

And did Nero behave, you might be wondering? Well, there were a few snorts and
threatening shakes of the head, but thanks to his owner and handler Stephen Parkes
applying a reassuring hand, Nero remained calm for the duration of the service and
seemed to appreciate the blessing bestowed on him.
Jill Kirby, Churchwarden
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Long Compton and District Walkers
Fortune smiled on us in February as we had a bright, mild morning to enjoy a walk from
the centre of Lower Oddington into the Daylesford Estate. Snow and heavy rains over
the previous fortnight influenced our choice of route, but it was still a beautiful walk with
stunning scenery, and a lot drier underfoot than was originally anticipated.
Eighteen of us were in good spirits as we set out past the Church of St. Nicholas,
famous for its medieval ‘Doom’ wall painting, and out of the village. We then crossed a
bridge over the railway line and into Daylesford. Avoiding the urge to stop off for coffee
and cake we crossed the road in front of the cafe and picked up a path which led us past
the estate’s paddocks and stables. Thoroughbred horses and foals grazed serenely,
unperturbed by our passing by. Eventually we entered a small wood dotted with
snowdrops and primroses. Bluebell leaves were starting to poke through the ground,
giving an indication of more colour to come.

‘Still Water’ sculpture - Photograph by Chris Burras
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Just beyond is the stunning bronze sculpture Horse at Water by Nic Fiddian-Green
which overlooks the valley, whilst a smaller version can be glimpsed in the wood, in the
private grounds. The larger bronze was commissioned by Sir Anthony and Lady Carole
Bamford and installed temporarily at Marble Arch before being moved to Daylesford.
After a short rest, we made our way back to Lower Oddington to enjoy a warm
welcome and delicious lunch at the Fox Inn. Our next walk will be on Tuesday 12 March,
meeting at 9.30 am in the car park at the Red Lion. For any further information please
contact Jan Treadaway on 01608 684553.
Jane Burras

Long Compton Neighbourhood Watch
Our local Co-Ordinator is Jordan Boswell, who would very much welcome
reports of suspicious behaviour. Do let him know about anything that
seems to you to be out of the ordinary. Your information might just be
the little piece of the jigsaw that helps solve a problem. All calls and emails are completely confidential – your name will not be made public.
Contact Jordan on 07795 008998, or at jordanlboswell@hotmail.com

Long Compton Short Mat Bowls Club
We meet at the village hall on the first and third Tuesdays of the month, 2.00 – 3.30 pm.
New members especially welcome.
Contact Adrian on 684024 to learn more

100 CLUB
The first Draw of the year was held at the Social Saturday in the Village Hall on 9
February. The winners were:
1st Prize - 192 Chris Newby
2nd Prize - 163 Ian Forbes

3rd Prize - 92 Sue London
4th Prize - 63 Gary Stokes

The next draw will be held at 12.00 on Saturday 9 March in the village hall. Come to
the hall to have a cup of coffee and watch the draw – better still stay for some lunch.
Tickets for the draw are still available at a cost of £11 for the rest of the year.
Chris Galloway 684234
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The Reading Room Draw
Congratulations to Dinker Patel who is the winner of the February Reading Room draw.
Jenny Scrivener

Whichford and Ascott Crafts Morning – Monday 4 March
Every First Monday of the Month, 10.00 – 11.30 am at The Old Rectory, Whichford. By
kind invitation of Caroline Okane.
Do come and join us for coffee, tea and refreshments. Our current venture is making
some new hassocks (kneelers!) for the church. Materials provided. No expertise needed.
Contact Diana Atkins 01608 684025 or Sophie Corlett 01608 684369 for more details.

St. Michael’s Church - Update
We have recently had the required five-yearly architect's report on the church, i.e. the
quinquennial inspection. It has provided us with a prioritised list of recommendations,
particularly on roof repairs and drainage. We have bought a new ladder to be able to
get up on the tower roof and are awaiting permission to enhance safety further before
a full assessment of the tower roof can be made. The drainage around the church
would benefit from some repair and improvement in places.
We have also had the five-yearly inspection of the electrics and some work is
scheduled soon on the church and Reading Room in order to get the necessary
certificates. These essential repairs are going ahead as soon as possible in preparation
for the long-awaited reordering. An outline view and ideas (old and new) for reordering
will be considered along with this necessary repair work. The adaptations needed to
keep St. Michael’s Church sustainable for future generations include flexible floor space
in the church, better kitchen facilities and a toilet suitable for disabled use.
Thank you for your massive support in this long process. All members of the PCC:
Stuart Allen - Rector, Sophie Corlett, Jerry Moore, Andy Chapman, Andy Birtwell, Hilary
Blakemore and Mandy James.

36

37

Freda Bishop (1922-2018)
Freda was born and brought up at Farnicombe Farm on the road between Whichford
and Sibford Ferris. Both her parents came from farming families that can be traced back
at least 200 years, farming within about a 20 mile radius of Whichford. She was an only
child (a brother died in infancy). Freda lived at Brooklyn Farm at Hook Norton from
1950 until she died just before Christmas.
Freda had stories to tell of farming life before and during WW2. She happened to be
in Banbury on the day the Gasworks were bombed. She saw a German bomber fly the
length of the High Street and always swore she saw the whites of the pilot's eyes! She
also remembered the huge quantities of American military equipment lining the
country lanes in 1944 (to keep it safe from detection and bombing before the
Normandy landings).
Freda loved animals and had a particular love of horses, especially working farm
horses. She was a participant and judge in the Whichford Flower Show for many
decades, with cups and ribbons to her name. In her middle years she was keen on
ballroom dancing, and later was an avid follower of snooker on TV.
Now reunited with her beloved parents, she has been laid to rest next to them in
Whichford churchyard.

Electoral Roll and Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM)
A new Electoral Roll for the Parish of St. Michael’s Church is currently being prepared.
We have to do this every six years. This means that anyone who wishes to remain on, or
would like to be added to, St. Michael’s Church Electoral Roll needs to complete a very
simple form. These forms are available from Sophia Corlett, the Electoral Roll Officer
(tel: 01608 684369).
On Monday 1 April, St. Michael’s will hold its APCM at 7.00 pm in the Reading Room.
The APCM is actually three meetings:
1.

2.

3.

The Vestry Meeting to elect the Churchwardens, normally two. All persons
whose names are on the church electoral roll of the parish and all persons
resident in the parish whose names are entered on a register of local
government electors by reason of such residence may vote.
The APCM (Annual Parochial Church Meeting) to elect representatives of the
laity to the Parochial Church Council (PCC) and two Deanery Synod
representatives together with the presentation of annual reports. Only those
who are on the Church Electoral Roll may vote.
A short PCC meeting attended by those elected to the PCC.

Details of the meetings to elect churchwardens and the APCM can be found on the
noticeboard in the porch of St. Michael’s. If you have any questions, please contact
Hilary Blakemore, Churchwarden and Secretary on 01608 684142
Hilary Blakemore and Mandy James
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In last month’s LINK, I asked for your Kingfisher Poetry. The request was promoted by the
plea that Tony Partridge made in his Nature Notes in January, for a sighting of a
Kingfisher. Well Tony, I’m please to report that two of our readers have responded with
their ‘Kingfisher Poems’, so even if you can’t see one, at least you can read about them.
The Kingfisher’s Day

Kingfisher on the River Stour

A free verse poem by Gill Cox ©

A poem by Ann Holland©

A moment’s stillness.
The hint of vivid blue
disturbs rich greenery
embracing the river bank.

In the darkest month of the year
Our dear friend Tony hopes to be near
A glorious kingfisher on the River Stour
Which he is determined to see within the hour.

The sudden movement –
almost too quick to see breaking through calm water
as it plunges in the depths.

Once seen his joy will be revealed
As the bells of Cherington pealed.
But hush...the flash of blue
For Tony is within his view.

Return to the branch,
with fish in beak – now gone!
A brief repose before
it dives again. And again.

Kingfisher pastel by Gill Cox

Thank you, Gill and Ann, for your contributions. Coincidentally, Gill was very surprised
to see the January cover, as she had just completed a wonderful pastel portrait
(reproduced above) of a Kingfisher that bore a striking resemblance to the January cover
picture.
Please keep your poetry suggestions coming; writing them for us would be even
better! Please be sure to submit your suggestions in good time bearing in mind that
poems will often be protected by copyright and if this is the case, the publisher’s
permission will need to be obtained.
Keith Murphy, editor@swlink.org.uk
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Wind Drift by Jenny Henderson of Great Wolford
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Parish Council Elections 2019
Elections for Parish Councillors take place every four years and will be held this year on
Thursday 2 May.
If you’d like to be more involved in what’s going on locally, this is the time to think
about standing as a Parish Councillor. Great Wolford has five Parish Councillors who
usually meet every other month. More details can be found on the website
www.greatwolfordparishcouncil.org.uk. All the meetings, which are open to the public,
are reported on the website and also in the regular Parish Council Newsletter delivered
mostly by email to every home in the village. What do Parish Councillors do? The kind of
things on the agenda might include consultation on planning applications, the quality
of community life (like the state of the roads and road markings), public footpaths and
rights of way, liaison with the District and County Councils and other public services.
Anyone who’s interested in finding out more is invited to contact the Parish Clerk
(Janet Piller, gjpiller@myphone.coop or clerk@greatwolfordparishcouncil.org.uk or
telephone 01608 674396) who has nomination packs and will be happy to answer any
questions, or you can go to walc.org.uk/be-a-councillor for general information.

The Wolfords Village Hall One Hundred Club
The February winners were;
1st prize – Janet Pope

2nd prize – Charles Hobbs

3rd prize – Henry Warriner

Many congratulations to the above. Just a reminder to contact myself if you require
any more shares in the club which will help with the upkeep of the village hall.
James van Helden
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