
 



EVENTS 
DIARY 

Contact: The Editor 
Email: editor@swlink.org.uk 

Events Update 
There are a few more events for the Diary this 
month. Hopefully, this will improve as we go 
through the phases out of lockdown. 

     In the meantime, as we clear the fog of 
lockdown, please enjoy the photograph taken by 
reader Mark Norris at the Rollright Stones. 

 

Keith Murphy, editor@swlink.org 

 

April (VH = Village hall; Ch = Church) 

Wed 07 Wolfords WI (Zoom) 
Thurs 08 Deadline to respond to Long Compton Public Notice (page 28) 
Thur 08 Long Compton Book Club (Zoom)       19.00 
Sat 10 Fish and Chip Takeaway Evening (by appointment only), Great Wolford 
Sat 10 Friends of Long Compton Church, Gin Virtual Tasting Event (Zoom)   18.00  
Mon 12 Norman Knight – Outdoor Opening planned to start 
Sat 17 Coffee, Tea and Cake Takeaway, Long Compton VH     11.00 
Mon 19 Long Compton Annual Church Meeting (Zoom)     19.30 
Wed 28 Whichford Annual Parochial Church Meeting (Zoom)    19.00 
Thurs 29 Little Wolford Parish Meeting (Zoom)      19.00 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LINK cover:  ‘Budding New Life’ 
Photograph by LINK reader Carol Kerven. 
Cover design by KMS Litho, Hook Norton.  

The LINK welcomes contributions for the front cover or elsewhere. 
Portrait orientation photographs or artwork preferred. Please send 
items to editor@swlink.org.uk.  
 
LINK cover and artwork produced by KMS Litho, Hook Norton and 
sponsored by Oxford Hardware. 
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accuracy of information printed, the Editor/team do not accept any responsibility for the consequences of any errors that may occur.  
The LINK does not endorse any products, services or companies. The appearance of advertisements in this magazine is not a guarantee of those 
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All subscription monies paid to The LINK are non-refundable in the event that the South Warwickshire LINK Ltd ceases to operate. 

Please note the copy deadline for May 2021:

Monday 12 April  
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EDITORIAL 
   

LINK Talk 
Pretty much all the LINK subscriptions for 2021 have now been collected. Thank you. For 
the first time this year, we have offered subscribers the chance to pay direct from their 
accounts by BACS, and just over a third of you have opted to do this. We hope that this 
has worked well for you. It has created us some more work this year, but hope that it will 
pay off for us all into the future. 

     For the 2022 subscriptions, at the appropriate time we will be emailing those who’ve 
opted to pay by BACS with a reminder of our bank details and their individual reference 
number. Also, for 2022, we have reviewed our online offering and if you wish to go 
‘online only’ and forgo your printed copy entirely, your annual subscription will be £5. 
Online will still be available as part of your £10 subscription for printed delivery in the 
SW7 area. There are a number of you who are ‘online only’ now, and your subscription 
for 2022 will be reduced to £5.  

     Finally, those who are online, will notice that this month, we have included the 
advertising that is part of the printed magazine. Please do try to support our local 
advertisers as we all pull through the various phases out of this lockdown.  

Keith Murphy, editor@swlink.org.uk 

The LINK Crossword 
The solution to the March puzzle. 
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Have your say…  

The Boundary Commission are currently running a consultation on the proposal to 
increase the number of Stratford-on-Avon District Councillors from the present 36, to 41. 
The council area is not changing, but in order to accommodate the extra 5 councillors, 
the Commission are asking local people and organisations for their help to draw up new 
ward boundaries across Stratford-on-Avon. The consultation period ends on 3 May 2021. 

     The site where you can comment is https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk/node/24993 

     Stratford District Council submitted their case to the Boundary Commission and asked 
for a total of 41-43  Councillors. 

      

Maps and Boundaries 
[Ed – Ever topical, John Castle, the Barton village editor has written us this piece on  Maps 
and Boundaries. Whilst some of the item is ‘Barton only’, there’s plenty in here for all the 
SW7 villages.] 

Great Britain has always had boundaries of some sort; Hadrian’s Wall (AD 122) for 
example, but not maps. 

     Thinking of the SW7 villages, there were no maps as we know them today until the 
beginning of the 14th Century because there was little need for them. Most villagers 
never went further from their villages than they could manage and return in a day. Only 
those who could afford to travel, ventured outside a radius of about 30 miles from their 
homes. Nationally there were boundaries, on a large scale, delineated by woods, forests, 
rivers and recognisable geological features which were usually used by the Crown and 
large landowners to exercise control over their ‘subjects’ who lived there.  

     Only in the mid-14th century did maps of 
England start to appear. There is a map of 
Warwickshire (shown right) dated 1376 showing 
the main rivers and settlements. 

     Between 1573 and 1577, 34 town maps were 
published in a bound volume. Other cartographers 
followed suit and in 1722 the first descriptive 
survey of the British Isles was published. This 
period covered an increase in the need for maps 
for administrative purposes which included 
boundaries which for example, were needed to 
manage the collection of taxes.  

     In 1620, the open fields around Barton were 
enclosed, ostensibly to improve the farming 
efficiency of the village and this created the need 

‘Warwicensis’ from 1376. 
The text is in Latin. 
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for an accurate village map. Because of the cost, this was not a drawn ‘map’ but rather 
descriptive lists of land ownership because not everyone in a village could read or write, 

but they knew the features of the 
countryside around them, and this provided 
a way of recording land holdings.  

     The 18th century began to see an increase 
in the numbers of surveyors and 
cartographers which reduced the price of 
maps. In 1727, the owner of Dover House in 
Barton was able to commission a map 
(shown left) which shows the names of his 
fields and their acreage. 

     In 1747, after mapping the Scottish 
Highlands for military purposes, an 8-year 

accurate survey of England took place on a scale of 1:36 000 (1.75 inches to a mile). In 
1791, this was followed by a more accurate ‘Trigonometrical Survey by the Board of 
Ordnance’ to produce maps of the whole of Great Britain at a scale of 1” to 1 Mile 
(1:63,360). 

     These maps were in black and white, and used the old tithe map boundaries where 
required, to show village and county boundaries.  

     Shown below is an Ordnance Survey official’s boundary map of Barton. The Capitals 
“T” and “D” were to show where he was investigating boundary disputes. 
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     From 1887, OS maps were produced in colour and began to be used by a plethora of 
other agencies. In 1936, it was decided to begin a retriangulation, but WW2 delayed the 
surveying, and it was only finished in 1952. The OS changed to metric scales — 1:1250 
and 1:2,500 for Land Registry and planning purposes, 1:25,000 (Explorer series) and 
1:50,000 (Landranger series). 

     Just to bring us up to date, the map below shows the existing Stratford District Council 
Ward boundaries. Brailes and Compton ward follows much of the SW7 Church of 
England boundary, but cuts out Barcheston & Willingdon and Burmington. 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

     What a long way we have come since our first tithe maps in the 18th century, just 3 
centuries ago. 

John Castle, barton@swlink.org.uk 

 

7



Shipston Medical Centre Update 
Over 92% of our population aged 50 years and over, have now received their first Covid-
19 vaccination (as at Friday 19 March). If you are over 50 years of age and haven’t yet 
had, or booked your first vaccination then please contact our reception after 11.00 am. 

     We’d like to say a massive thank you to the wonderful volunteers who are helping us 
to deliver the vaccination programme smoothly and safely.  

     Please keep a regular eye on our website for practice updates on various topics, which 
will include our April Newsletter. The link is: https://shipstonmc.warwickshire.nhs.uk/ 

Shipston Patient Participation Group 

     Are you aware of the Shipston Patient Participation Group? At 
Shipston PPG, we are here to represent the views of Shipston 
Medical Centre patients in discussions with the practice about 
local healthcare services. We really welcome your feedback. 

 

Carole Nossiter, Shipston PPG, shipstonppg@gmail.com 

 

INFO 
LINK 

Contact: The Editor 
Email: editor@swlink.org.uk 

The Post Office van is in the car park by the village shop in Long Compton from 9.30 -11.30 
am Monday and Wednesday, and from 12.30 to 2.00 pm Tuesday and Thursday. 

Shipston ‘tip’ is open - to book  https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/recyclingshipston 

LOCAL CATHOLIC CHURCH SERVICES 
Chipping Norton, Masses: Contact the parish priest for mass times – 01608 642703  
Stow-on-the-Wold, Our Lady and St Kenelm, 5 Back Walls, Sunday 9.00 a.m. and Our Lady Help of 
Christians, Station Road, Bourton-on-the-Water Saturday Vigil 6.00 p.m. Tel: 01608 674354 
Brailes/Shipston/Kineton Masses: Contact the parish priest for mass times - 01608 685259 
Chipping Campden, St Catharine’s Lower High Street, Sunday masses: – Saturday Vigil 6.00 p.m. 
Sunday 10.30 a.m. Tel: 01386 840261  (All socially distanced.) 

Local Congregational Services and local Quaker Meetings 
If you have any up-to-date details on services/meetings, please email editor@swlink.org.uk  

DATES AND FETES* 
Please send us the dates of all your significant social events (i.e. events which will attract more 
than 100 people). We are continuing this listing even though events may be in doubt. Please 
check this list before you plan a new event.  

Sat 28 Aug Long Compton Congregational Church - Plant & Produce Show 
Mon 30 Aug Whichford and Ascott Flower Show and Fete 

 

* Events could be affected by coronavirus cancellations. 
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PARISH 
PEOPLE 

Parochial Church Councils (PCCs) 
Barcheston St Martin    Barton-on-the-Heath St Lawrence   
Churchwardens  David Hodges 664310  Churchwardens Hamish Cathie 674303 
Secretary  Nick Jackson 01926 640658  Secretary   Gillian Cathie 674303 
Treasurer   David Cleave 666002  Treasurer   Mandy McPherson  674734 
 

Burmington St Barnabas & St Nicholas   Cherington St John the Baptist 
Churchwardens  Sonia Baker 661459   Churchwarden Roger Maycock 686404 

Michael Macdonald 662483  Secretary   Paul Levitch  686353  
Secretary   Graham Lancaster 663265  Treasurer   Rory McLeod 686278 
Treasurer   Sue Bradley 661635    

Long Compton St Peter and St Paul   Whichford St Michael 
Churchwardens Jill Kirby 684923   Churchwardens Mandy James 684479 
Secretary   Zoë Wrigley 650404    Sophia Corlett 
Treasurer   Walter Sawyer 684755 Secretary  Lucy Simpson  
     Treasurer   Andy Chapman 684652 
Wolford St Michael & All Angels 
Churchwarden John Wrench 674389 
Treasurer   Ann McKenna 674009 

Parish Councils  Chair    Clerk 
Barcheston  David Sutton    Ann Batchelor (661527) 
Barton-on-the-Heath James Coker (674601) Julia Gotrel  
Burmington   Robert Hutchings (661496)    
Cherington   Philip Townsend (686529)  Sara Cole (686250) 
Long Compton  Bill Cook (684771)   Elizabeth Gilkes (684336) 
Whichford   Peter O’Kane (684888) Sara Cole (686250) 
                                                                                                                               clerk.whichfordandascott@hotmail.co.uk 
Great Wolford   Lynn Mathias (674247)  Sue Finlay (661157)   
Little Wolford Parish Meeting  Helen Bostock  (chairman@littlewolford.org.uk) 

If you wish to update information on this page, please email the Editor: editor@swlink.org.uk 
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FARMING  
NOTES 

Editor: Lynn Mathias 
Email: farming@swlink.org.uk 

Sheep Feeding 
Readers in Great Wolford walking the Ridgeway may have wondered what the sheep 
were finding to eat on the apparently bare earth. These are in lamb ewes and are grazing 
a crop, fodder beet, which is extremely nutritious. As with many things in livestock 
farming, this is a system that has become very popular in New Zealand and increasingly 
popular here. Fodder beet is a traditional livestock feed that is coming back into favour. 

     Fodder beet is an extremely high energy and hopefully high yielding crop, the highest 
energy forage crop available, and is especially useful for ewes carrying more than one 
lamb. An acre of ground can supply sufficient nutrients for 100 in lamb ewes for 
approximately 100 days, without 
the need for supplementary 
feeding. Another advantage of 
this system is that it allows the 
farm’s grass to be rested so that 
when lambs are first let out, fresh 
grass will be available. 

     This system does require 
careful managing as the fence 
needs to be moved regularly, 
probably every three days, as it is 
important that both the leafy top 
of the plant and the solid root are 
eaten together to avoid any 
imbalance between intake of 
protein from the leaf and sugars from the root. On some land, it may be necessary to 
supplement the trace minerals, particularly copper and selenium, but this will depend 
on the naturally occurring levels in the ground, which can be tested.   

     Sheep are particularly sensitive to copper in their diet. It is necessary for all animals 
and if sheep are deficient, particularly in lamb ewes, the central nervous system of the 
lambs will not develop properly. However, there is a very fine line between deficiency 
and toxicity, so getting the mineral balance correct is important. 

     To get a good crop of fodder beet, good weed control is important, which is why the 
area that has been grazed will appear to be bare. If the ground gets very wet and muddy, 
some straw will be put out to give the sheep somewhere dry to lie. On most farms the 
best draining land will be used to reduce the sheep wading around in too much mud 
and sometimes when the field is finished, beet will be imported from other fields. By the 
time this goes to print, the sheep will have been moved from the field into the lambing 
shed to start lambing. 

Lynn Mathias farms at Manor Farm in Great Wolford 

Before and ............................... after 
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SW7 BENEFICE 
CHURCH NEWS   

Dear Friends, 

Book Review: Easter and History 
 
As I sit down to write this article, it is almost exactly a year since the first lockdown began. 
With services and many other meetings cancelled, I decided at the time to set myself the 
challenge of reading a book that had been gathering dust on my shelf for several years 
- The Resurrection of the Son of God by N T Wright (SPCK, 2003). Wright is a highly 
respected academic specialising in the ancient historical context of the New Testament.  

     It is no exaggeration to say that the resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth from the dead is 
the foundation upon which the whole of the Christian faith rests. Wright’s book therefore 
addresses a very important subject for both believers and non-believers alike.  

     On the back is a quotation from the crime fiction author, the late P D James, describing 
how she could hardly conceal her impatience to get on with reading it when interrupted 
by an unexpected guest. I must confess that I did not find it quite so easy. In fact, it has 
taken me almost a year to read its 738 pages! But it was worth it. Here is what I learned. 

What the early Christians meant by Resurrection  

Wright is clear throughout the book that what the early Christians meant when they 
spoke of Christ’s resurrection, was not that Jesus lived on in their memories through his 
inspiring teaching, nor that he lived on as a ghost or a spirit, but that he had been bodily 
raised from the dead. What’s more, the original Christian hope was not of going to 
heaven when you die, but of being raised like Christ in a new bodily existence to enjoy 
life with God in a New Creation. This remains at the heart of Christian belief today as 
summarised in the Apostles Creed: ‘I believe in the resurrection of the body and the life 
everlasting.’ 

Resurrection in the Ancient World  

Many people today assume that those in the ancient world believed anything and 
everything - including that a dead person could be brought back to life. But Wright 
shows that this was not the case. Whilst the Greeks and Romans had many tales of the 
spirits of the dead appearing to loved ones, and some fertility cults were based on dying 
and rising gods, no ancient pagan religion believed in the possibility of bodily 
resurrection, and many even denied the idea of life after death. For example, a popular 
inscription on many ancient gravestones said, ‘I wasn’t, I was, I am not, I don’t care’. 

     Similarly, some, but not all Jews, believed in a general resurrection of the dead. But 
this was to happen at the end of time, on Judgment Day. No mainstream Jew at the time 
of Jesus believed that an individual could be raised bodily from the grave, let alone the 
Messiah, for the Messiah was supposed to live forever, not die and rise again. Wright’s 
conclusion is that ‘Christianity was born into a world where its central claim was known 
to be false. Many believed that the dead were non-existent; outside Judaism, nobody 
believed in the resurrection’.  
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Where did the early Christians’ belief in the Resurrection come from? 

Most of the rest of Wright’s book explores this key question. Many assume that the belief 
that Jesus rose again from the dead on the first Easter Sunday was a later development, 
written into the New Testament Gospels and letters centuries afterwards. But Wright 
shows that there are several problems with this theory. The first is that the dating of both 
Paul’s letters and the four Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, places them all in 
the 1st Century - within twenty to sixty years of the public ministry of Jesus himself. That 
is simply too close for legend or myth to have developed.  

     When we add to this, the fact that some of Paul’s letters quote already existing 
summaries of Christian belief which affirm Christ’s bodily resurrection from the dead - 
such as 1 Corinthians 15:3-10, which was likely formulated a mere 2-3 years after Jesus’ 
crucifixion - it is clear that the early Christians believed in the resurrection of Christ 
immediately after the events of the first Easter.  

Two key events led to Christian belief in the Resurrection  

The final part of the book explores the accounts of Easter in the four Gospels. Wright 
notes four surprising features of these texts:  

• There are no Jewish Scriptures quoted in them, as there are elsewhere in the 
Gospels, and in the early sermons declaring the resurrection in Acts.  

• There is no mention of personal Christian hope in these accounts, as there is in 
many of the letters written to churches in the New Testament.  

• They present a strange portrait of Jesus as someone who is not immediately 
recognisable, but clearly the same man who was crucified - he eats and drinks 
with them, but also appears in the room when the doors are locked. 

• The Gospel accounts also include the strange presence of women, who were 
discounted as reliable eyewitnesses in the male-dominated ancient world. 

     Wright argues that all these features make it highly unlikely that the Gospel writers 
invented their accounts of the resurrection, since they would almost certainly have 
included the first two listed above, and left out the second two! His conclusion is that 
they were actually writing down very early oral accounts of the first Easter - accounts 
that depend on two key events for their claim that Jesus was raised from the dead.  

     The first is that his tomb was found empty; the second is that he appeared alive again 
to many of his followers. Wright’s conclusion is as follows: ‘In terms of the kind of proof 
which historians normally accept, the case we have presented, that the tomb-plus-
appearances combination is what generated early Christian belief, is as watertight as one 
is likely to find’. And later he adds, ‘…I regard this conclusion as coming in the same sort 
of category, of historical probability so high as to be virtually certain, as the death of 
Augustus in AD 14, or the fall of Jerusalem in AD 70’.  

     Finally, Wright deals with the objection that the claim that Jesus was raised from the 
dead is implausible because everyone knows dead people don’t come back to life. But 
that is precisely the point, he argues. Jesus’ resurrection is meant to be unique and 
extraordinary, for it reflects the claims he made during his public ministry to be the 
Messiah, the Lord, and the Son of God. Why not join us for one of our Easter Services at 
church, or on our YouTube channel (SW7 Benefice Churches) to found out more? 

Stuart Allen (Rector) 
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SCHOOL  
NOTES 

Editor: Harry Dodds 
Email: longcompton@swlink.org.uk 

A Year Ago… 

A year ago, Coronavirus was the still-obscure name of 
a virus we had only recently started to hear about, as 
it stalked its way across Asia and into Europe. Social 
distancing was unheard of. Lockdowns were things 
that happened in prisons. Zoom was an ice lolly. It was 
Friday 13 March 2020 that I first wrote to parents 
about Covid-19 and a week later when schools across 
the country ‘closed’ before reopening for children of 
key workers and vulnerable children. 

     Monday 8 March 2021 was a momentous week, when all children in England returned 
to school full-time. During lockdown 3, schools in The Stour Federation Partnership had 
between a quarter and one third of children learning in class with their teacher and 
teaching assistant, whilst the rest of the class learned remotely with video lessons and 
assemblies, live Google Meets and regular communication on Seesaw. Schools are in the 
magic-weaving business and it took a tremendous effort from our staff to weave a 
special kind of magic to keep learning going, with the vast majority of children 
submitting work regularly. Parents have been wonderful in their support for their 
children, teachers and the school, but it shows what a powerful impact teachers and 
school life have on children and how learning can make a profound difference in their 
lives.  

     After reading more government guidance and writing more risk assessments, like the 
Blue Peter tortoise, the nation has begun the process of being lifted out of its cardboard 
box of enforced hibernation. And it was right to begin with our children. There was a real 
buzz of excitement on the return to school from lockdown. To see the joy on children’s 
faces as they reconnected with friends has been so moving and hopeful. Let’s hope it is 
the beginning of the end of the start-stop education of the last 12 months.  

     While I hope for no further bubbles popping and no further lockdowns, we will 
certainly continue to leverage digital teaching and learning effectively in the future, such 
as parents’ evenings, curriculum briefings and meet the new teacher information 
continuing to be virtual; having an artist in virtual residence for our Arts and Book Week; 
and collaborating with classrooms down the road and around the world! This will be a 
blended approach, so that in time we can re-introduce our six regular parent sharing 
afternoons and invite visitors into school to work with classes. 

     All professional learning for staff since March 2020 has been virtual and we have 
certainly leveraged digital by accessing training sessions across the country which we 
wouldn’t usually be able to travel to. On a recent Wednesday evening at 10.00 pm I 
participated in a global webinar with educators from Australia, New Zealand, Taiwan, 
Hong Kong, The Netherlands, America and Canada! We can build back better, learn from 
the lockdown experience and improve some of the practices in our schools. To do this, 
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we need to be deliberate about how we go about this, sifting the evidence and talking 
to stakeholders. 

     Once again, the children have settled back into school life brilliantly - it’s like they’ve 
never been away! I believe it’s been such a smooth transition because staff and families 
worked so hard virtually, which ensured learning continued. Therefore, the children have 
slotted back into school and we’ve hit the ground running. 

     We do need to push back against the unhelpful narrative of the ‘lost generation’. This 
is not a lost generation - they’ve missed some learning, but this has not rendered them 
incapable, permanently behind, or unable to lead a productive life. With the right 
approach and a genuine balance of head, heart and hand, these children will be the 
‘bounce back generation’. We will be celebrating their ingenuity in the face of multiple 
challenges, the new things they have learned about themselves and the new knowledge 
and skills they have acquired. 

Christian Hilton – Executive Headteacher 

 

World Book Day 
Thursday 4 March was World Book Day. Our focus this year was on a love of reading for 
pleasure and talking about books that are special to us. Rather than dressing up, children 
were given plenty of time for reading and listening to stories throughout the week, and 
listening to staff talk about why certain books are special to them. They made story jars 
at home and at school, depicting their favourite books.  

     Children would normally receive a World Book Day voucher to exchange in a 
bookshop for one of a selection of specially written books, or £1 off a full priced book. 
However, with all bookshops currently closed, Chipping Norton bookshop Jaffé & Neale 
supported The Stour Federation Partnership by providing a huge selection of special 
World Book Day books to give out to all children in school. Jaffé & Neale will also be 
supporting our ‘Peter Clarke Estate Agents Books of the Month’ initiative. 
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NATURE 
NOTES 

Editor: Tony Partridge 
Tel: 684698 

The word ‘wilding’ or ’rewilding’, is now appearing more and more. Mr. Google defines 
it as ‘the return of nature to British farming’. Surely though, wilding has been practised 
all the time that we have had nature reserves, from areas of outstanding natural beauty 
to the tiny county nature reserves, lovingly looked after by volunteers. But it seems that 
such natural preservations are taking on larger dimensions. In deepest Sussex, a 3,500-
acre estate with a predominance of wet clay soil, has been ringfenced to make a large 
nature reserve. Can other examples with large areas be found in Europe? Let us go to the 
Netherlands where indeed, such an example can be found.  

     Some years ago, the drainage of a freshwater lake – part of the Zuiderzee called 
Oostvaardersplassen  (no please don’t ask me to pronounce it!) – consisting of 23 square 
miles of water was reclaimed. Gradually, it dried out and to everyone’s complete surprise, 
30,000 Greylag geese decided it was just what they wanted and they stayed there to 
moult. Well, if they can live there why not others? So it was, that various species of deer 
and of wild ponies where introduced. Left to itself, it soon became a habitat for sea 
eagles, herons, snipe, red poll, red wings, spoonbills, lapwings and bitterns.  

     So, if this could be achieved in Holland, then why not in Sussex? An initial letter to 
DEFRA, Informing them of the intention to ring-fence the estate, brought down a 
representative of that body to see what was proposed. After various meetings and 
consultations, the wildlife park was given the official go-ahead. Thus, longhorn cattle, 
Exmoor ponies, Tamworth pigs and species of deer have been gradually introduced. Nor 
have the public been excluded, with footpaths running through the estate. 
Understandably, without any interference from intensive farming, species of birds, 
animals and flowers have reintroduced themselves. This has had a much more 
widespread effect than originally thought – for such birds and animals have spread 
beyond the confines of the estate and can now be found on neighbouring farms.  

     We open our doors in the morning, take a breath of spring air and declare spring must 
be earlier than ever this year. (It probably isn’t, but it is nice to think so!) We’ve had 
snowdrops since January, a crocus or two and the odd daffodil hiding behind our 
bushes. Coming out all at once, you’d think they would at least all belong to the same 
family. Not so! The snowdrop belongs to the lily family (Liliaceae) and there are 
numerous varieties. The crocus, on the other hand, belongs to the iris family (Iridaceae). 
Again, there is more than one sort – Dutch crocus being the familiar garden crocus. But 
we have two: spring crocus, the early crocus, and of course the autumn crocus. The 
daffodil joins the snowdrop in the lily family, together with tulips and grape hyacinths. 
Take yourself to West Wales in spring and they will proudly show you the Tenby daffodil!  

     Back then now to Holland where my son, taking a walk through a snow-covered field, 
was amazed to see a large ducklike bird together with chicks. But this is January! It was 
an Egyptian goose, a native of North Africa, but which has successfully bred on the 
European continent. Quite what it was doing with chicks in January, we cannot find out. 
All my son could wish for was that the mother goose found some hiding place quickly 
before a fox spotted them and fancied a duckling for supper.  
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GARDENING 
NOTES 

Editors: 
Margaret Welsh,  Long Compton Garden Club 
Miranda Arnold,  Whichford Amateur Gardener 

I truly love April. It’s warmer, the days are longer, and best of all, you can see the spring 
and summer coming towards you. Your garden starts to grow. Plus this April also 
includes 12 April, when hopefully we can start to get back to some semblance of 
normality after the last terrible year. Here’s to a glass of wine or beer in a pub garden 
sometime soon. But before that, there is quite a lot of work to do.  

     It is, of course, still possible that there will be frosts. Remember that late frost last May 
that killed off so many fruit blossoms? Despite the April warmth and sunshine (fingers 
crossed), don’t be in a rush to get your tender plants out in the garden or to plant seeds 
out until the soil has warmed up. When it has, you can transplant autumn-sown sweet 
peas to their final growing place and start to sow hardy annuals and certain vegetables.  

     Before plant growth has really got going, you can lift, divide, and replant hardy 
perennials, before they get too big to handle. If your overwintered dahlias are showing 
signs of growth, give them a bit more soil and light before planting them out in the beds 
towards the end of the month. 

     If you grow summer-flowering bulbs, such as gladioli, begonias, lilies, and alliums, 
you’ve still got time to put them in. I had huge success with very hot coloured begonias 
in containers last year, very beautiful and showy - and they flowered for ages, even in a 
relatively shady corner of the garden.  

     Vegetables that need a long growing season - such as aubergines, cucumbers, and 
tomatoes - should be sown now, if you haven’t already done it. Start them off in the 
greenhouse or a sunny windowsill. You can then put them outside in hot, sheltered 
spaces, if you’re not growing them in a greenhouse. Your other vegetables can now be 
sown direct, if the soil is warm enough (if annual weeds are growing in the beds, the soil 
probably is warm enough!) or under a cold frame if not. Peas, radishes, leeks, beetroot, 
carrots can all go in now. Lettuce is a bit more risky; but lettuce seeds are cheap and 
plentiful, so if this sowing doesn’t germinate, the next one probably will.  

     Pay some attention to your garden shrubs and trees. Clear away any unwanted 
suckers, and weed around the base of the shrub, before applying a mulch to keep them 
weed-free and to give them a bit of nourishment.  

     Pests might be making an appearance about now. Slugs and snails will certainly be 
out and about, so take steps to protect tender seedlings and new growth. Sawfly might 
make an appearance on your gooseberries. They are very destructive, sometimes 
completely stripping a bush of its leaves, which weakens the plant as a whole. You can 
control them chemically, but picking off the caterpillars can help.  

     Fill up your bird feeders, because the birds will need extra nutrition while they are 
hatching their eggs and feeding their young. Hedgehogs also need food to get them fat, 
ready for their breeding season.  

Miranda Arnold 
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VILLAGE  
NEWS 

BARTON-ON-THE-HEATH 

Editor: John Castle 
Email: barton@swlink.org.uk        

Beneficial Book Group 
We met on Zoom again on 28 February to talk about Stamboul Train  by Graham Greene. 
Maybe his whole heart wasn’t involved in this atmospheric novel, since a film and TV 
series were apparently both unsuccessful. The disparate characters portrayed are not 
necessarily likeable, but the writing is so strong and conveys particularly well the 
movement of the Orient Express on its journey towards Constantinople. 

     It was enjoyed by most in the group who appreciated being re-introduced to this most 
important and under-appreciated British novelist. 

     Our following event was on Zoom again, to talk about The Improbability of Love by 
Hannah Rothschild. This took place on Sunday 28 March. 

Covid-19 is not our first epidemic; Mid-17th Century Crises 
The resilience of the community in Barton was tested twice in the 17th century by 
mortality crises threatening the community and its future. The first occasion was in 1643, 
during the English Civil war, when the King authorised Colonel Gerard Croker from Hook 
Norton with his regiment of horse, to occupy a number of villages in the south of 
Warwickshire including Barton. He demanded a tax of 10s 6d weekly to be paid, with 
threats that non-payment would result in the sufferance of the displeasure of the King, 
but with unknown outcome.  

     Later in that year, more villages in south Warwickshire including Barton, were 
plundered by the Parliamentary army of the Earl of Essex and the London Trained Bands 
on their way to raise the siege of Gloucester. The consequences of the encampment of 
these two armies included an epidemic of a mixture of typhus, dysentery and smallpox, 
a similar outcome to the arrival of the Civil War Armies in many villages and towns in 
Berkshire and Oxfordshire as the soldiers and horses moved north. With an annual 
average mortality of 2.6 for the three years either side of 1643, the Barton burial registers 
show a total of 12 for 1643, of which 9 were children including three from the Blizzard 
family. 

     The second mortality crisis struck in 1665, continuing into 1667. The three years before 
and after 1665-7 show mean burial rates of 1.8 per annum, but the parish burial register 
recorded 6 deaths in 1665, 9 in 1666 and 7 in 1667, a total of 22 deaths over 3 years, 
amounting to 16% of all residents. Four deaths were children, and one was John Ward, 
recorded in the registers as aged 100. Three families suffered multiple deaths of 2 or 
more. Coincident with the Great Plague in London, was the arrival of a ‘stranger’ 
Elizabeth Smyth, who died soon afterwards and was buried in Barton in October 1665. 
These two mortality crises together accounted for about 26 excess deaths, 
approximately 21% of the population, or 1 in 6 of all residents.  This decrease in 
population in Barton would have been a dramatic event for the community, but with its 
usual resilience, it soon recovered. 

Colin Maynell 
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Parish Ordinary General Meeting – 16 February 
There were four members of the Council (Mrs. Cathie sent her apologies), and nine 
members of the public using the Zoom online meeting system. The meeting started with 
the Chairman asking for approval to sign off the minutes of the Extraordinary General 
Meeting held on the 26 January. These were approved. Honorary Treasurer then 
reported that the precept application for 2021/22 had been sent to Stratford District 
Council.  

The council then turned to a planning application:- 

Blewley House.  Extension of an existing annexe 

An application to extend an existing annexe and conversion of the garage into 
accommodation was presented by Tony Fenner-Leitao. The presentation was 
accompanied by an expert’s report to deal with a potential problem of some of the new 
foundations damaging the roots of an adjacent hedge. This was to be resolved by driving 
a number of micro-piles through the roots so that beams could be used to support the 
new structure. After a short discussion, the Council voted to respond to SDC with ‘No 
objection’ to the application. 

Future Council considerations of planning applications 

The Chairman asked for views on dealing with planning applications sent to the Council 
for comment. This had been relatively straight-forward using Zoom, although it had 
resulted in rather more meetings than usual and would be time-consuming once Zoom 
meetings were ended. The current policy was to circulate planning application details to 
the village by e-mail asking for views. If there were no objections, then the Chairman 
would consult the Council and reply to the Stratford planners. If, on the other hand, there 
were comments or objections, then a meeting would be called, and the application 
discussed. The wording that the Council would direct the Clerk to use when replying to 
Stratford was also considered and would be considered when making any replies. 

Any other business. 

There was a short update on the Kitebrook Road problem with the Warwickshire 
Highways pointing out that roadside ditches were the responsibility of the adjacent 
landowner. The Chairman said he would contact the landowners accordingly.  

     On the possible future installation of broadband ‘fibre to the property’ (FTTP), the 
Chairman advised that the decision was due to be made at the end of April and could 
depend on demand, so that the cost of the installation would justify the income from 
the  earlier commitments which could cover 130% of the cost. 
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VILLAGE  
NEWS 

BURMINGTON 
Editor: Graham French 
Email: burmington@swlink.org.uk           

George Aston 

George Aston was born in Willington and has lived in Burmington for over 60 years. On 
Monday 8 March George celebrated his 85th birthday.  

 

     Villagers sent gifts and birthday cards and the Cameo Lunch Club, of which George 
and his wife Beryl, are keen members, baked a cake for the occasion. 

     Many happy returns, George! 

 

School’s Back 
Many British children have had a difficult lockdown, with the disadvantaged suffering 
the most in terms of lost learning and the impact of the lockdown on mental health.  

     Burmington’s young people don’t seem to have suffered too much during this 
lockdown. Though it hasn’t been easy, they have coped well. They were getting the 
lessons they needed. But they have very much missed meeting their friends and the face-
to-face interaction with their teachers. 

     A completely unscientific straw poll of some Burmington pupils and parents by your 
editor perhaps unsurprisingly revealed that most pupils did ‘Okay’ at home in lockdown 
but were very pleased to be back at school. 
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     A typical comment was ‘really happy to be back at school being with friends’. Being 
part of the school community matters to most young people, as much as being able to 
play football at lunchtime and play sports again. 

     Most didn’t much like the solitude of home learning. Teaching via online meetings, 
the software and assignments worked well enough, though it was no substitute for face-
to-face interactions with teachers. Being in a group provides stimulation that couldn’t 
happen whilst learning at home, despite the best efforts of parents and teachers. Being 
in class at school is a far more satisfactory experience for most pupils. Some, (I suspect 
the majority), found that it was harder to concentrate during online lessons. 

     One pupil said sitting at home was boring; it was much better to be able to talk to 
teachers directly, rather than learning in online sessions which was ‘mostly sitting and 
listening’. 

     On mask wearing, one student thought it was harder to communicate in class wearing 
a mask and pupils had to wear them most for the time. Pupils and parents didn’t 
comment on masks and so I assume students weren’t much bothered by wearing them. 

     After this lockdown, some pupils noticed more social distancing and seating 
restrictions than previously. 

     Going back to school seems to have been a happy and rewarding experience for most 
of our young people – maybe it’s not that surprising considering that we humans are 
rather social animals. Well done to pupils, parents and teachers! Let’s hope and pray we 
never have to keep children away from school again. 

Graham French 

Dog Mess in Village 
Once again, we seem to be facing an epidemic of dogs being allowed to leave their poo 
on the village pavements and grass verges. 

     Quite who the offending owners are we can’t be sure. We just hope that Burmington 
residents aren’t the culprits. It’s quite possible that visitors are to blame as we see a lot 
more people walking through the village during lockdown. 

     It’s hard to credit a responsible dog owner, seeing their dog poo on the pavement or 
verge, would not pick it up! Especially if the dog was on a lead. The owner would have 
to stop and gaze at their pet whilst it did its business and then walk away. 

     Village Sherlocks have deduced that the dogs in question could be free and off the 
lead, probably trailing behind their perambulating owner who is blissfully ignorant of  -  
or deliberately not checking - their dog’s toilet activities. 

     Perhaps we should consider getting some more signs (there is just one in the village), 
warning owners of the substantial fine if successfully prosecuted for not picking up their 
dog’s mess. 

Graham French 
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VILLAGE  
NEWS 

CHERINGTON WITH STOURTON 
Editor: Alan Holmes 
Email: cherington@swlink.org.uk          Tel: 686682 

Village Lottery 
Winners in the draw for the March Lottery were: 

1st Alan and Trish Holmes  £80.00 
2nd Jeremy Clark                               £45.00 
3rd Jim Walton                                 £30.00 

     For more information on joining please contact Steve Allkins. 
Steve Allkins 

CSS Flower Show  
The Flower Show for this August has, sadly, been postponed. Although we have a route 
map out of lockdown, it has been decided that the next CSS Flower Show will be on 
Saturday 6 August 2022.   

     Planning for the show starts many months before the actual event. Local businesses 
help with sponsorship, raffle prizes etc. and it does not seem appropriate to ask them 
for financial assistance as they emerge from the pandemic.   

     We always want to provide a really enjoyable experience for everyone on ‘show day’ 
and this will be particularly important when we return next year. We would welcome 
any comments on attractions and additions you would like to see at your 2022 show.  
Any newcomers to the villages would be most welcome to join the committee as, of 
course, would any longer-term residents who now feel able to give the show some 
time. Please contact Sally Clubley, Chair, at sallyclubley@gmail.com or Ann Stevens, 
Secretary, at annsstevens16@gmail.com 

     In the meantime, The Hall is planning a village event to mark our emergence from 
the last year of restrictions and that will provide a great opportunity for us all to meet 
and catch up. 

Sally Clubley 

Free-for-All at The Hall 

With any luck, we are on the last lap for the Covid pandemic. By the time this is 
published, we might hope that over 50% of the adults will have had at least their first 
shot.  We are starting to get back to normal and it would be great to celebrate. 

     There is to be a community event, for those living in the 3 villages of Cherington, 
Stourton and Sutton, together with friends and family. This will probably take place on 
the first or second Sunday of July at The Hall, starting with bring-your-own BBQ and 
picnic at lunchtime followed by all sorts of fun.  Early ideas include: 

• Assorted Games and Races 
• Treasure Hunt 
• Wheelbarrow Derby 
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• Something to do with the puppy that you’ve just bought 

     There will be some live music, and maybe a small bonfire later for those wishing to 
extend into the evening. There will be alcohol, but only if you bring it yourself and we 
would obviously hope for a nice day. 

     More information will follow but if you have any ideas, or if you would like to help 
with the organisation, please let me know. 

Jim Walton (07860 727467) 

Brailes Picturehouse 
Due to the Government dates and ours not quite fitting together, it would seem we are 
unable to open our doors until September this year. 

     We are saddened by this, but there’s not a lot that can be done in the circumstances. 
By September, hopefully everybody will be well vaccinated, safe and be ready to 
welcome back the 'big screen'. 

     Take great care. 
Deirdre and the Picturehouse Team 
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VILLAGE  
NEWS 

LONG COMPTON 
Editor: Harry Dodds 
Email: longcompton@swlink.org.uk          Tel: 684606 

Long Compton Village Hall 

On a very sunny Saturday morning at the end of February, Committee 
members said a socially distanced thank you and farewell to Jon Bayliss 
for his 11 years serving on the Committee. During this time, he has: taken 
bookings, opened up the hall, set up tables, chairs, bunting, Christmas 
trees, election booths, taken them all down again, locked the building 
and tackled many maintenance jobs in and around the hall, not to mention raising and 
lowering various flags on special days. He could be relied upon to attend meetings and 
events and always had a contribution to make. I’m sure many will agree he deserves a 
well-earned rest from his duties now.  

     With the planned easing of restrictions in the offing, we are beginning to take 
bookings for later in the year and are pleased to announce that we have finally got an 
online diary so you can see if your date is free before you book it. It has stretched the IT 
capabilities of the committee, but is now in action (though very probably not perfect!). 
The diary can be accessed through the village website: 

https://www.longcomptonpc.co.uk/about/amenities/21-village-hall. 

     If the weather is fair and restrictions allow, we are planning a ‘Coffee, Tea and Cake 
Takeaway’ on Saturday 17 April from 11.00 am – 1.00 pm, so if you’re able to include the 
village hall on your daily walk, then please drop by for a little light refreshment! 

Mo Read on 684130, 07814802814 or lcvillagehall@yahoo.co.uk 
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Long Compton Parish Council 

Outgoing Chairman's farewell address 

At the meeting of the Parish Council on Monday 1 March, 
Bill Cook handed over his Chairmanship of six years to 
Simon Bing, and offered a few words of reflection on his 
time in office. Simon’s move into the Chair came just before 
the finalisation of the Council’s appointment of a new Clerk, 
Sam Weller, who was welcomed by Bill in his last act as 
Chair. 

     Bill continued by outlining what he felt the Council had 
achieved during the six years of his Chairmanship, 
beginning with the Council’s role, in partnership with the 
Neighbourhood Development Plan working group, in 
having established the parish as the first in Stratford District 
to have had a ‘made’ plan. The document had been invaluable in helping guide and 
defend the village through planning decisions and appeals to the Planning Inspectorate. 
Long Compton continued, he said, to be a sustainable village where people wanted to 
live and work as well as visit, largely because of this document. 

     Bill also expressed his pleasure in having seen to fruition the Council’s part in 
providing social housing. The Parish Council had been instrumental in acquiring land, 
obtaining planning permission, finding and working with builders, overseeing 
development and finally handing over to the housing association five new social rent 
homes in the village, all of which are now occupied by existing villagers. 

     Over the last few years – led by Cllrs. Forbes and Blackwell – this Council had overseen 
the creation of a set of ‘leaky dam’ defences which will soon surround the village. The 
work involved here cannot be overestimated – hours sitting in meetings arguing the 
case for Long Compton, days out persuading landowners to allow more than one 
hundred dams to be installed, and weeks of work as the dams went in. Long Compton is 
not of course wholly protected from flooding (there is a lot more still to do) but - pardon 
the pun - the village is a damn sight safer now than it was in 2015. 

     Six years ago, the Parish owned some land on which a potentially very dangerous 
eyesore had developed. The shed in the Hollows was a problem which Parish Councils 
had known about for a long time and put firmly into the ‘too difficult’ box. This Council 
decided that it was a priority which had to be addressed. Today the land is cleared, and 
it was hoped that during the meeting a decision would be reached to go ahead with the 
erection of a simple, but sympathetically built workshop, which would both provide a 
place to work for a village business and generate an income which could be reinvested 
in the Parish.  

     Bill expressed his pride in these achievements and expressed the belief that his fellow 
councillors should also be proud of them.  

     Long Compton, he said, had a reputation as an active and well-informed Parish 
Council, taken seriously by both County and District colleagues because they know it is 
a Council which really does deliver. 

Bill Cook 
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     The Council must prepare itself for the challenges which will emerge over the next 
few years. 

     First, there is the need to react to the various initiatives emerging from Government 
and the two Districts of Stratford and Warwick which will be changing the ground rules 
for planning and development in the coming years. Long Compton must be alert to 
these changes and to doing whatever needs to be done in terms of policy development 
and documentation to ensure preparedness for looking after the best interests of the 
village. 

     Second, the Parish Council, in its discussions over next year’s budget, had already 
identified the parish’s natural environment as a key priority. This meant work on trees, 
verges, wildflowers, our dark skies policy and our footpaths. The Parish Council would be 
taking its responsibility to the environment increasingly seriously over the coming years. 

     Third, the Council needed to do something about traffic in the village. If there was one 
issue on which parishioners could rightly point out that the Council had under-delivered, 
it was traffic – through the village and down Old Hill. It could be (and it has been) argued 
that it was all Highways’ fault and that County and District should be doing more, and 
that was true. But it could have been argued that Stratford should have built social 
housing – instead the parish had done it for itself; it could have been argued that County 
should have sorted out the flood risk – instead the parish had done it for itself. Over the 
next few years, we would be going to have to ‘do it ourselves’ again regarding our roads. 

     Bill concluded by thanking all his colleagues as Councillors over the past six years – 
over twenty of them, and with all of whom it had been a pleasure to work. He paid a 
particular tribute to the current group of Councillors who had battled on through a 
Covid-affected and, for several months, clerkless period. Their commitment and 
willingness to step up to the challenges of the past twelve months had been exemplary. 
Finally, he thanked the only two Councillors who had been in post when he arrived and 
(despite what they say) expected to be here long after he had gone – Lindsay and Janet 
- thank you both very much. 

     He thanked the Council again and offered the new Chair his best wishes. He was in 
turn thanked by the Chair and by Councillors. 

Welcome to Parish Clerk 

After Elizabeth Gilkes’ six years of service as Parish Clerk, we now welcome Sam Weller 
to the role. She introduces herself here:  

     My partner, Andy, and I moved to Long Compton in August 2019, from Shipton under 
Wychwood. Now we are settled in, we wanted to try and get involved with the village 
and its community.  

     Originally from Herefordshire, I have grown up with village life (my dad was even 
parish clerk at one time). After a short stint in London, I decided that city life wasn’t for 
me; with a small detour living in Canada for a year I came to rest in the Cotswolds where 
I met Andy.  We have now found our ‘forever home’ in Long Compton and hope to 
become active members of the village. 

Sam Weller, Parish Clerk, longcompton@googlemail.com 
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Compton District History Society 
Things are looking up on the Covid front. Many of us have had a jab, but we are still not 
out of the woods and there are no clear signs of relaxation of the present restrictions. We 
are now hoping that normality will be resumed by the autumn. 

     So, the current plan, and until we hear anything more certain, we intend that we can 
resume activities in September with an AGM and will be making provisional bookings 
for speakers from that date. Let us all keep our fingers crossed. Updates will be posted in 
The LINK as the situation changes. 

Diana Cook 684771 

Public Notice  
St Peter and St Paul, Long Compton 

11 March 2021 

Notice is hereby given that we are applying to the Diocese of Coventry for permission to 
carry out the following: 

     Repairs to the plaster ceiling of the chancel as per the specification by Stephen Oliver 
dated 11 December 2020.  

     A copy of the relevant diagram and Schedule of Works may be examined by 
contacting the Churchwarden at jill.c.kirby@gmail.com or telephone 07879 647784. 

     If you wish to object to the proposed works, you should send an email or letter stating 
the grounds of your objection to the Diocesan Registrar, Mary Allanson at Rotherham & 
Co Limited Solicitors, 8-9 The Quadrant, Coventry CV1 2EG m.allanson@rotherham-
solicitors.co.uk, within 28 days of the date of this Notice. 

Jill Kirby, Churchwarden 

Long Compton Church 
The Annual Church Meeting of St Peter & St Paul, Long Compton will be held via Zoom 
on Monday 19 April at  7.30 pm. Matters covered will include a report from the Rector, a 
financial report and the election of Churchwarden and other PCC officers and members. 
All are welcome; those on the Electoral Roll are entitled to vote. If you wish to receive a 
Zoom invitation, please email jill.c.kirby@gmail.com by 15 April.  

Bridge Club 

Sadly, we cannot restart the Bridge Club until the socially distancing rules are relaxed. 
We will contact all members and announce the restart in The LINK as soon as we can. In 
the meantime, if you haven't already tried it, we suggest online bridge with either BBO, 
Funbridge or 247Bridge. The bidding is difficult, so ‘go with the flow’, but playing the 
hand can be good practice. 

Chris Galloway 684234 
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Ebenezer Congregational Chapel 
2020 was the Chapel’s Bicentenary but as celebrations have had to be delayed, members 
decided to mark the event with a project to make the building fit for the next century of 
operation as a faith and community hub for the village. The kitchen refurbishment is 
almost complete and we are applying for grants to replace the Arden Room roof, build 
a replacement toilet block with disabled access and install a heating system.  

     Having sufficient parking is obviously important not only for the Chapel, but also 
Acorns School with whom we collaborate to help ease parking issues for parents and 
alleviate the pressure on adjoining roads, which is a real concern for the community. 

     In return for hosting the Acorns School builders’ Portakabin, initial work to create 
parking was commenced but we now need to undertake further work to incorporate all 
available space, including rebuilding and repairing the front stone wall to improve 
visibility and access. 

     We need approximately £9,000 for this alone and by sponsoring sections of wall or car 
park you can help us raise this amount. In addition to applying for grants, and 
fundraising events (when permitted), we are also asking for help from the community.  
If you feel you can, any donation will be gratefully received! 

You can sponsor a section of the car park for levelling, drainage, membranes, matting 
and  gravel etc. or sponsor a section of dry-stone wall in order to improve access and 
visibility. Please make contact with Elizabeth Gilkes or Sally Franklin for details on how 
to donate. 

     Chapel members have been very touched by generous donations and support 
received recently – everything from kitchen cupboards, tiles, equipment and 
decorations to help with gardening and maintenance. Thank you! 

     Covid permitting, there will be a Craft and Produce Show on Saturday 29 August. Look 
out for classes in next month’s LINK. For details of how to donate, or to volunteer to help, 
please speak to or ring Elizabeth Gilkes – 07791 621778 or Sally Franklin 07870 545431 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

29



Long Compton Sports Club 
 

 

 

 

It has been a while since we contributed to The LINK magazine, and we’d like to give an 
update on the Sports Club. The last twelve months have been devastating for us all, but 
we have been very busy keeping the grounds in good order so that everyone has been 
able to enjoy their personal form of exercise in lovely surroundings.  

     The cricket club managed to enjoy a truncated season of Sunday friendlies, most at 
home in the village. We had to comply with the ECB protocols with regular breaks for 
hand sanitizing, and no access to the pavilion for comfort breaks, teas, or friendly post-
match beers, but despite this, we had an enjoyable summer. 

     The village football team ceased to exist a few years ago and we have been hosting 
Shipston-on-Stour’s youth teams for the past four seasons on Saturdays. They also had 
a truncated season this time last year but are hoping to extend their season this year 
into June to make up for the time lost since lockdown three started in January. 

     The cricket season will get under way in May, starting as we usually do with the 
annual President’s Match for the Andy Carty Memorial Trophy. David Smart, our 
President, has enjoyed regular success in this match versus the current 1st XI, and we 
are looking forward to putting bat to ball again in this year’s fixture. We have a full 
season of fixtures arranged, culminating in a weekend tour to Devon in September. 
When finalized, we’ll put a full fixture list out for those who might be interested in 
popping down to the sports ground of a Sunday afternoon. 

     However, the ‘season’ starts in earnest on the weekend of 24 April, when the club 
gets together to literally dust off the cobwebs and get everything in shape for the 
coming season. If anyone is interested in joining us for a busy weekend of ground 
preparation, we’d be delighted to see you on the day! 

     We were fortunate enough to receive some grant funding last year and we have 
invested in new machinery to keep the ground looking as spectacular as it does, and 
with the balance of the money we have left, we will be installing a permanent practice 
net in the south west corner of the ground. We are appreciative of the support from 
Aunt Phoebe’s Trust on this, as this will be a practice facility for use all year round, and 
for anyone to enjoy – provided you come armed with cricket bat and ball! 

     I always used to finish these articles with an invitation, and, despite the length of 
time since our last missive, the invitation is still open! If anyone feels the urge to don a 
set of whites and have a pleasant afternoon of cricket, please do get in touch. Our 
standard is more for pleasure than competition (although there are one or two 
exceptions to that!) Equally, if you have time on your hands and would like to 
contribute to the mowing or wicket preparation during the summer, we’d love to hear 
from you. 

Contacts are: Andrew Lund-Yates – Secretary 07813 032144 and 
Andrew Badham – 07900 46633
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The Friends of Long Compton Church 
Our information and contact points:  

e: friendslcchurch@gmail.com  f: @friendsoflongcomptonchurch   
                           https://www.friendsofloncomptonchurch.com/ 
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Long Compton & District Walkers 
After many months of the enforced shutdown of our walking group, there may be a 
glimmer of hope that we will be able to resume our monthly walks in early summer - 
virus permitting. 

     According to current plans, it is hoped that after 17 May most social contact 
regulations will be lifted. This means that providing we do not exceed 30 in number 
(most unlikely), we can plan our first walk for 8 June, keeping fingers and toes firmly 
crossed in the meantime. 

     Details will be circulated nearer the time, but obviously if the regulations change, we 
shall have to change our plans accordingly. Hopefully, everyone has been able to get out 
for fairly solitary walks and now conditions are improving underfoot, things are a little 
easier. We are looking forward to meeting up with everyone again. 

Jan Treadaway 684553 

Long Compton Neighbourhood Watch 

Our local co-ordinator is Jordan Boswell, who would very much welcome 
reports of suspicious behaviour. Do let him know about anything that 
seems to you to be out of the ordinary. Your information might just be 
the little piece of the jigsaw that helps solve a problem. All calls and 
emails are completely confidential – your name will not be made public. 
Contact Jordan on 07795 008998, or at jordanlboswell@hotmail.com  

100 Club Results 
The Village Hall 100 Club Draw winners for February and March are as follows: 

February    March 
1st  David Smart   1st  Sue Shacklock 
2nd D & C Clements  2nd Roger Billins 
3rd  David Bennett  3rd Mary McFarlane 
4th  Giles Upward  4th Yvette Jaquiss 

The next draw will be on Saturday 10 April. 
Chris Galloway 684234 

Compton Creatives 
To find out more about joining this sociable group please contact jhburras@yahoo.co.uk 
or caroline.nixon@btinternet.com 

Village Organisations 

Long Compton and District Garden Club - Contact Anthony Wells 684337 or Lesley Roberts 684545 
Compton and District History Society - Contact Diana Cook 684771 
Comptonians - Contact Margaret Welsh 684238 
Village Hall - Mo Read on 684130, 07814802814 or lcvillagehall@yahoo.co.uk 
Compton Creatives - caroline.nixon@btinternet.com or jhburras@yahoo.co.uk 
Long Compton & District Walkers - Jan Treadaway 684553 
Long Compton Short Mat Bowls - Club Contact Adrian on 684024  
Long Compton Bridge Club - Chris Galloway 684234 
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VILLAGE  
NEWS 

WHICHFORD AND ASCOTT 

Editor: Melanie Arnold 
Email: whichford@swlink.org.uk           

The Norman Knight 

The Norman Knight is preparing to open its doors once again, albeit outdoors. We are 
excited to welcome you all back for food and drinks and to show off the new renovations. 
Social distancing and Covid rules will be in place. 

     We will be opening on Monday 12 April for drinks only 3.00 pm – 8.00 pm. Full opening 
times will be announced on our website and Facebook.  Please call to book your table 
on 01608 684621 or email info@thenormanknight.co.uk. 

     We want to take this opportunity to thank you for all your support this last year.  
Looking forward to welcoming you back. 

Amber and all The Norman Knight Team  

Six Acres of Glebe Land for Sale 
The Diocese has recently informed the PCC that there have been offers made for land 
(six acres of woodland area to be used for continuing amenity/livestock grazing); 
previously glebe land. The land extends from behind Berry’s Orchard westwards towards 
the woods, taking in the strip of land in front of Doctor’s Barn. 

The Reading Room Draw 
Congratulations to Colin Tebbs who was the winner of the March Reading Room draw. 

Jenny Scrivener 

Recycle, Reuse and Raise Money for Katharine House Hospice 
We continue to collect aluminium cans, foil and foil trays for Katharine House Hospice.  
Together with Brailes, Long Compton and Burmington, our combined contributions 
have recently raised £70. 

     Let’s keep it rolling! Thanks to Tim and Marcelle Adams. 
Brian & Babs Hands 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting, St, Michael’s, Whichford 

The Annual Meeting will take place on Zoom at 7.00 pm on 28 April.  If you would like to 
join the meeting, do let us know and we can send you the link. 

Mandy James on behalf of the PCC 
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Whichford Pantry 

We are delighted to have been donated a big stand-up freezer to use for the village 
meals, and to have been given permission to house it in the Reading Room. We can now 
have a lot more meals in stock which is great. Thank you to Diana Atkins for the freezer, 
to the Reading Room, and to all those who continue to prepare dishes, to deliver them 
and to make contributions to the funds to enable the meals to carry on. It is very much 
appreciated by everyone.   

     For any further details please contact Mandy James on 01608 684479 or Caroline 
Gibbs on 01608 684925. 

Caroline Gibbs 

[Village Ed:  The freezer turns out to have quite a village history having been passed on 
to Diana many years ago by Irene Holmer who used to live in Wincott House, opposite 
the church.  Recycle, reuse…] 

This Month’s Photographs 

Thank you to Yoko Ward of Whichford for these beautiful pictures.  

 
Morning Moon 
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Man & Dog 

 
Sunset 

Whichford and Ascott Contributions 
It would be wonderful to increase the number of pages covering our two villages, so I 
would really welcome any contributions and suggestions from you all.  

    Thanks so much and I look forward to hearing from you on the email above or do give 
me a call on 07950 857526.   

Melanie Arnold 
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VILLAGE  
NEWS 

THE WOLFORDS 
Editor, Little Wolford  Email: littlewolford@swlink.org.uk    
Editor, Great Wolford: Lynn Mathias 
Email: greatwolford@swlink.org.uk     Tel: 674247 

Save The Fox and Hounds Pub Campaign 
Following a number of virtual meetings with Stratford District Council, supporting 
evidence for compulsory purchase for the pub has been submitted and has been well 
received. The Council can only undertake this action for a Community Benefit Society 
such that the pub ownership can then be transferred to the society as a community pub. 
Fund raising for the purchase of the pub plus other expenses is via a share offer open to 
anyone wishing to be a member and typically, the cost of each share is £50 with a 
minimum of 5 shares. 

     The support to save the pub has been magnificent! This can be judged by the number 
of objections to the pub planning application and the support for the Pop-Up Pubs 
raising over £10,000. The good news continues as it was announced in the Budget that 
a match funding of up to £250,000 would be available later this year to save community 
assets. The pub campaign now needs to focus on fund raising and a web site will be 
launched giving the opportunity for supporters to pledge the number of shares they 
would be willing to buy in the community society. Confidence is high that we can expect 
a good response to realise this match funding figure and will give further evidence to 
support compulsory purchase action with the Council. The web site design will 
commence in April and further details will be given when the site can be accessed. 

The Pub Campaign Team 

First Class Fish and Chips – Takeaway Offer 
Following the success of our fish and chips takeaway and due to popular demand, we 
have decided to run it again. We were delighted by the number of orders we received 
and it all worked well so we’re very pleased to be able to offer delicious traditional 
takeaway fish and chips served straight from the van in the centre of Great Wolford. 

     On Saturday 10 April, you’re invited to come and collect your pre-ordered fish and 
chips in a specified time-slot direct from the van we’ve always used at the village hall.  
Regulars have said it’s the best fish and chips around. The van will be parked by St. 
Michael’s Church in Great Wolford from 6.00 pm. 

     Here’s how it works. We will need at least 50 meal orders to make the van’s visit viable 
and before this issue of The LINK is distributed, these will hopefully have been collected.  

     Once we have the 50 orders confirmed, we can take further orders up to Thursday 8 
April. To keep the delivery on the night quick and efficient, we’re asking for payment to 
be made in advance when we confirm your order. And of course, you don’t need to be a 
Wolford resident to join in – if you can come and collect then you’re very welcome to 
place an order. 

     The cost is £10 per serving - to order please contact Ann McKenna email: 
annmckenna3@sky.com or telephone 01608 674009. You could be a lucky winner on the 
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night as well. Wonderful prizes to be won in our raffle. Tickets are on sale when you order 
your meal at the usual rate of £1 a strip (5 tickets) or £5 for 6 strips. 

     This is all in aid of Wolford church upkeep. Please help us to maintain the church and 
churchyard at the centre of the village.   

  

Fish & Chips Takeaway Success    

I never thought that we would be able to beat the 146 orders in January, but you pulled 
out all the stops and we hit a magnificent 151 orders – even the fish and chip man was 
amazed – and we raised an incredible £765. 

     These are much needed funds to maintain the church and churchyard in Great 
Wolford. If you have seen the part of the dry-stone churchyard wall that has collapsed, 
then you know what we need them for – and the church heating isn’t working as well!  
Thank you so much to everyone who supported us. 

     A big thank you to Mark our fish and chip man and his son, who again, coped 
marvellously with the orders and served them all within 90 minutes. So many people 
have emailed to say how much they enjoyed their takeaway. I also want to say a huge 
thank you to all those who donated raffle prizes, without whom we could not have such 
a successful raffle. Particularly to June, Suzanne and Sabrina who contributed their 
handmade items which were extremely popular raffle prizes. 

     Lots of people have asked when the next one is which is Saturday 10 April – just before 
lockdown restrictions ease (see the separate notice in this section). Finally, thank you to 
Natalie who had to don her thermals again to help me, but as I reminded her, we have 
been very lucky and it hasn’t rained on our takeaway nights!   

Ann McKenna 

The Wolfords WI 
This month on Zoom, we entertained ourselves. The gardeners amongst us, picked a 
prize bloom to show, although we did not judge them it was so nice to see colour and 
feel that spring is on the way. We then carried on with the theme of spring and March 
with a quiz kindly created by Graham Franklin. It tested our knowledge of dates and 
events that occur in March, it was a fun quiz and the winner was Theresa Wakeham, 
followed by Fiona Schilling and third was Sue Elliot. The prizes were seasonal chocolates.  

     We also arrange Zoom Coffee and Chats which is a social event just to see each other 
and catch up. For details if you would like to participate and meet new people, please 
see below. 

     The next Zoom meeting is very topical. We are delighted to have Rachel Hearn talking 
on Nursing in the 21st Century and with Covid-19. Rachel is Director of Nursing and 
Quality for Mid and South Essex Clinical Commissioning Groups. This will be very 
interesting and if you wish to participate, please contact Sarah Franklin 674380, 
President Sue Elliot 674295 or Secretary Roz Warriner 684223.  
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A Great Wolford Farming Family  

My father, Harold Shepard, was born in 1885, the seventh child of George and Amelia 
Shepard of Parsonage Farm, Great Wolford. Harold was born in the old farmhouse 
adjoining the churchyard, sadly demolished shortly afterwards, and was carried in a 
laundry basket across the rickyard to the new red brick house. His oldest sister Alice told 
her sons that she visited the ruins every day to weep for what she believed was her 
ancestral home. 

     Great Wolford was one of the Warwickshire estates of the Earl of Northampton until it 
was sold to Batsford in the 1820s, and it is possible that the Shepheard/ 
Shepherd/Shepard family came to Great Wolford in the 17th Century from one of the 
other estates. In 1674, an Edward Shepherd was assessed for four hearths. He may have 
been the father of Edward Junior, father of Thomas born 1692, who is our direct ancestor.    
So, take no notice of the spelling – they are all the same family. The old house was 
rumoured to have been a monastery. In fact, Wolford was a cell of a monastery in 
Staffordshire, so one or two monks may have lived there. Shortly before the estate was 
sold to Batsford, the then Edward Shepheard acquired the lease of the tithe farm 
(without telling the estate, much to their annoyance). 

     He would have dealt directly with Pembroke College, Oxford, who in turned leased it 
from the Earl of Northampton and received the tithes. However, Edward more than 
doubled the size of his holding to just under 300 acres, and it may have been then that 
the family moved into the old Parsonage house. 

     Some of my earliest memories are of going with my father, from our farm at Barton-
on-the-Heath, to the churchyard at Wolford, where we would peer through the iron 
railings that then enclosed a number of memorials said to be of our ancestors, showing 
various spellings of the name. ‘Couldn’t spell!’ we said. During the Second World War, 
the iron railings disappeared, said to be needed for the war effort. I was disappointed to 
find no dark secrets, only memorials to a group of apparently saintly people who 
couldn’t spell their name.    

     Two of these memorials commemorated sons of Cornelius Shepherd, son of Thomas.   
(Cornelius died during a smallpox epidemic in 1770). One of these sons was the Edward 
referred to earlier, with the beautiful epitaph beginning ‘Best of husbands the grave 
enclosed here…’ 

     Edward’s son, William, was my great grandfather, and he and his wife Mary are buried 
in a flat grave just to the right of the path. Unfortunately, Mary’s name has been wrongly 
entered as ‘Elizabeth’ in the parish records at the christening of her younger children, 
and this causes many problems for people researching the records. Their youngest son 
George and his wife Amelia, (my grandparents), are buried further over beside the 
farmyard wall. There are memorials to other members of the family, but the only ones I 
was told are not our family are the ones spelt Sheppard, just on the left before the church 
door. Parsonage farm now belongs to the Henderson family, who are my cousins, also 
descendants of George and Amelia. 

     My father, Harold, lived quite an adventurous life. I was horrified when he told me that 
when he was a little boy a steeplejack came to the church, and that he had climbed up 
the ladder and sat with his legs around the top of the spire. He loved horses, and his 
nephews loved going to Wolford, where they rode wild horses with Harold, and sat up 
all night in the Old Cheese Room playing cards. When he was four, he disappeared, 
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having followed the hunt, and was discovered in Barton sharing the sandwiches of the 
Master, Lord North. After Harold left school, his father would tell him to go and mind the 
sheep for a day in a distant field. If this was in the Moreton direction, he would leave the 
sheep and slip off to the Station, take a train to London and go round the music halls.     

     He used to sing these old songs to us in the mornings when he was shaving, and I can 
see him now, his razor in his hand, singing ‘She was a sweet little dickey bird…’   He 
became obsessed with cowboy books, and would read them whilst he was harnessing 
up the horses, much to the fury of his brother Will. Eventually, he ran off to find the Wild 
West, but never got there as he went via Canada and the St. Laurence River was frozen 
up. He got back home by working his way on a cattleboat.    

     Harold did not live a useless life at this time, as he was agent for the District Council, 
collecting rates, organising elections etc. A few years before the First World War, he 
joined the Worcestershire Yeomanry. I have been told that one night in August 1914 a 
man came on a bicycle from Shipston, went to the widow where he knew Harold and his 
brother Walter were sleeping, and threw up a handful of gravel. Harold and Walter 
immediately got up, put on their uniforms, harnessed their horses and rode off into the 
night. 

     Nobody in the house knew they had gone until the next day. The following year they 
were sent to Gallipoli. This was something he didn’t say much about. After the war, he 
was asked to set up a Scout group in Wolford. My uncle, Rad Cox, told me how they set 
up a boxing session in the rickyard, and Grandfather Shepard, hearing the noise, ran out 
in great distress, crying ‘What’s this!  What’s this!  Fighting in my rickyard!’ and they had 
to stop. The Shepards were a kind and loving family, and I am only sorry I was born too 
late to remember these grandparents of mine. 

Margaret Shepard 

Harold Shepard and the Spire 

Our thanks to you Margaret for your Wolford memories. 
We are lucky to have such vivid first-hand accounts that 
you have been able to write for us. 

     The scaling of the spire by Harold, after discussion 
with Margaret, we now think took place in 1910. Harold 
was not so little, he was in his mid-twenties and at that 
time was still in Great Wolford. 

     The spire had been hit by lightning and we’re lucky 
enough to have a photograph, from the late Lawrie 
Thompson’s collection, of the spire undergoing repair. 

     The cost of the 1910 repair? 
It was £130 which today 
equates to around £15,400. A 
similar repair was made to the 
steeple in 2017 after storm 
damage (see remarkably 
similar photograph left). 

Keith Murphy, editor@swlink.org.uk Photo by Chris Mathias 
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The Wolfords Village Hall One Hundred Club  
The March winners were as follows: 

           1st prize – Tom Baker      2nd prize – Janet Pope      3rd prize – Jane Hobbs 

     Many congratulations to the above. Please let me know if you would like to have more 
shares as the club is still short of 100 shares. All proceeds go to help with the upkeep of 
the village hall. 

 James van Helden  

Salvation Army Clothing Bank – Wolfords Village Hall 
Please be aware that the clothing bank at the Wolfords village hall is able to accept your 
donations. This helps not only the Salvation Army, but also the village hall. If you haven’t 
yet sorted out your wardrobe, maybe now’s the time! 

Little Wolford Parish Meeting  

Little Wolford Parish Meeting will be holding their 
Annual Parish Assembly on Thursday 29 April, 7.00 pm. 
This is a public meeting and will be held virtually on 
Zoom due to Coronavirus restrictions. Please contact 

Helen Bostock - chairman@littlewolford.org.uk - to raise any matters and for details on 
how to join via Zoom. Agenda will be emailed to those on the mailing list and in the 
village notice board. Past minutes can be found at www.littlewolford.org.uk 

Helen Bostock - Chairman, LWPM 
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Poetry  
Notes 

Email: editor@swlink.org.uk 

A flight of wild geese overhead whilst walking the Ridgeway in Great Wolford 
encouraged LINK reader Carol Kerven to suggest a poem. She describes the sound as 
‘optimistic and beautiful’ and I guess we could all do with some of that. 

     The poet is Celia Thaxter and the poem is Wild 
Geese. Thaxter was an American poet born in New 
Hampshire in 1835. I believe this poem was 
published for children in 1884 and no doubt Celia 
heard them flying overhead in the same way as 
they do today, even if she did hear them on the 
other side of the Atlantic. 

Wild Geese 

A far, strange sound through the night 
A dauntless and resolute cry, 
Clear in the tempest's despite, 
Ringing so wild and so high. 

Darkness and tumult and dread, 
Rain and the battling of gales, 
Yet cleaving the storm overhead, 
The wedge of the wild geese sails. 

Pushing their perilous way, 
Buffeted, beaten, and vexed; 
Steadfast by night and by day, 
Weary, but never perplexed; 

Sure that the land of their hope 
Waits beyond tempest and dread, 
Sure that the dark where they grope 
Shall glow with the morning red! 

Celia Thaxter (1835 -1894)  

     Please keep your poetry suggestions coming; writing them for us would be even 
better! Please be sure to submit your suggestions in good time bearing in mind that 
more recent poems will often be protected by copyright and if this is the case, the 
publisher’s permission will need to be obtained. 

Keith Murphy, editor@swlink.org.uk 
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Chairman’s
Corner   

Canvasing Opinion 
One of the most relaxing and mesmerising programmes on TV at the moment is The Joy 
of Painting, presented by the softly-spoken Bob Ross.  His warm character, friendly laid-
back manner, and the ease with which he completes a painting (in real time) in 30 
minutes, all combine to envelop you in a cosy world, and hypnotise you into believing 
that you could also accomplish a similar work of art. The programmes are very addictive, 
but at the same time, Bob’s dulcet tones can send you off to sleep if you’re not careful.       

     Bob makes everything look so easy. How hard can it be?*  Well, I decided to find out 
for myself, and (probably like thousands of other people up and down the country) 
embarked upon a new lockdown hobby of painting, using Bob’s ‘wet-on-wet’, or alla 
prima, technique.    

     It wasn’t too long before several parcels arrived, containing an assortment of 
paintbrushes, palette knives, oil paints, canvases, an easel, paint thinner, and other such 
goodies. As I unpacked their contents, there was a feeling of both excitement and slight 
trepidation. I couldn’t wait to get started, but at the same time, an element of self-doubt 
crept in: ‘What if I’m no good at it? What if I make mistakes and ruin a painting?’ But as 
Bob would say, ‘There are no mistakes, just happy little accidents.’     

     After studiously watching the instructional DVD, and reading through the 
accompanying booklet, I bit the bullet (or in my case, fan brush), and applied the first 
brush strokes.  Hmm, not too bad - it 
was looking reasonable so far.  Ahh, 
using the knife is trickier than I thought 
– I couldn’t quite get the snow to ‘break’ 
down the side of the mountain – it 
looked more like icing on a cake.  After 
more than 4 hours (not 30 minutes), the 
finished product appeared before my 
very eyes.  Having never done a 
painting before in my life, I was fairly 
pleased with the outcome. 

     During the following couple of 
weeks, I made further attempts at 
capturing a typical Alaskan scene, with 
its mountains, lake and trees.  This time, 
the results were slightly better. I couldn’t believe it – in less than a month, I was already 
making real progress.  It was a great feeling, which has spurred me on to keep practising 
and striving to improve my technique.  

The second attempt at wet-on-wet 
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    Bravely, I sent photos of my efforts to a few friends, in order to get their feedback.  
Being my own worst critic, I half expected derisory comments on my naïve landscapes.  
Rather surprisingly, they were full of praise, and asked me whether I knew I had this 
‘hidden talent’ (no, I did not - it’s all down to Bob for inspiring me and sowing that artistic 
seed).   

     Bob’s back story is interesting.  He used to be 
a drill sergeant in the US Air Force, yelling and 
barking orders at people all day, which is hard 
to imagine when you watch his affable persona 
on TV. His real passion was for painting, nature 
and wildlife. He even rescued injured wild 
animals, many of them ending up as pets.  
Amazingly, he took just 2 or 3 days to record an 
entire series of his programmes, making a total 
of 31 series in all – for which he never got paid 
a single penny. To make ends meet, he set up a 
painting school, and created his own brand of oil paints and materials. Sadly, Bob was 
taken from us too early and died at the age of 52, due to complications from lymphoma.         

     It’s never too late to try something new – 
who knows what you could achieve, or what 
untapped skills you might discover.  If I can 
do it, anyone can.  Go on, find your own 
‘Bob’, and get inspired.   

*Answer:  Very!         

Simon Lewis-Beeching 
chairman@swlink.org.uk 

 

 

Bob Ross.  1942-1995 

Attempt number 3 
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